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FISHERIES, IRELAND. 



THE 

fourth annual report 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF PUBLIC WORKS, 

m he 

THE FISHERIES OF IRELAND, 

1846 . 



To His Excellency William Bakon Heytesbuey, Lord Lieutenant-General 
and General Governor of Ireland. 



May it please your Excellency , 



Pursuant to the Act 5 & 6 Viet., c. 106, for the Regulation of the Irish 
-Fisheries, we have the honor to submit this our Fourth Annual Report. 

General Observations. 

_ Throughout the last year (1845) we have been enabled to trace, on the whole, General Observa 
the same steady, though slow, progress towards improvement in the general Fish- tions. 
eries of the country, to which we adverted in our last Annual Report. 

Since that time two Acts in reference to the Fisheries, have been passed 
by the Legislature : one of which was for the general amendment and further ov .„ me 
extension of the principles of the Act of 1842, and relates chiefly to the re<mla- a ’ e '“ 5 - 
tion of the Salmon. and Oyster Fisheries. The other, an Act of the present session, o vict ,i 
has for its chief object the encouragement of the construction of Piers, Harbours, ’ 
and other works for fishing purposes. In these Acts are carried out most of the 
principles the adoption of which we had the honor to recommend in our previous 
Reports, with reference to the objects in question ; and to which we shall briefly 
allude under their proper heads. J 

In the Appendix will be found a statement of the Registry of Fishing Vessels and See Apneafe, 
Boats up to the 1st of January in this year. The following abstract shows a still No. in. , page 194- 
progressive increase in the number of vessels and of men engaged in the Fisheries, 
as compared with the registry for last year. 



Tear. 


First Class. 


Second Class. 


Total. 


Vessels. 


Men & Boys. 


Boats. 


Men & Boys. 


Vessels 
and Boats. 


Men & Boys. 


1844 


2,237 


11,193 


15,718 


73,515 


17,955 


84,708 


1845 


2,371 


12,175 


17,512 


80,898 


19,888 


93,073 



The increased number of vessels and boats appearing to have been registered 
in 1845, is, as compared with the previous year, 1,928, and of men and boys, 8,365 ; 
and we are of opinion that this statement is very near the truth, and exhibits 
with sufficient correctness the number of vessels and men now engaged in the 
coast Fisheries of Ireland ; 1 nor have we any doubt but that these Fisheries will 

a 2 
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continue to progress in extent and importance, aided as they will be -by the pre- 
sent enactment for promoting the security and increasing the accommodation for 
vessels employed in this lucrative branch of trade ; and further promoted as that 
trade will shortly be by improved facilities of internal communication, and con- 
sequently by more widely extended markets. 

It is further matter for congratulation, that during the past season there have 
been little or none of those disputes among the fishing communities which prevailed 
more or less in former years. 

Deep Sea Fisheeies. 

In this branch of the trade we have, as heretofore, continued to abstain from 
the introduction^ of restrictive provisions or bye laws as regards the modes or 
times of fishing m the open sea. And we are happy to observe that this course 
coupled with suitable explanations given from time to time to the fishermen 
themselves, together with the force of example and increased experience, is 
gradually effecting the removal of prejudices long established, and is preparin'* 
the way for the quiet . introduction of skill, and peaceable orderly habits, even 
among parties having in some degree conflicting interests. 

In our former Reports we alluded to the successful establishment of a small 
fishing company at Dunmore, county Waterford, which employed several boats in 
trawling to the southward of that coast. This successful effort has led others 
to follow the example ; and the boats of five companies are now steadily encased 
m fishmg m the same locality, with results Which are detailed in the following 
extracts from Reports on this fishery made by one of our Inspectors (Mr. Barry) 
m November and March last. J ' 

„ “ 14 is mo f 4 gratifying to learn that the Dunmore deep sea fleet increases and 
prospers : there are now twelve very fine cutters averaging a weekly produce 
through the year of nearly £100. The whole of the fish is either shipped to 
..In v ? llSh ™.y. kets , 01 ' sold at Dunmore and Waterford as it is taken from 

“ more 0 emiai n tUthe ra ' tter i a s !P' lar , fllct tbat 4be demand is now more steady and 
^moie equal to the supply than when the undertaking was commenced" with 

■‘ha^nl h o n U eSSelS - w? grea * ma j ori y of the crews »e now natives, and 
having once acquired the necessary skill from intercourse with the more 
^experienced hands who had been brought over from England, they are infinitely 
“?Sfm 1 * daS 'Pfi 0re SObe , r and . orderI y in their habits than their more skilful 
‘wTfl j Tle P re J udl 1 ces ‘he native fishermen in this locality against the 
ep Sea UT? . net ma y be said t0 ho nearly extinguished ; and the 
“EwEd *l Tit m0St s °ho‘to u s for an increase in the number of large vessels 
“ ™ that Sf ? ™?y obtain berths. Dealers and exporters in numbers have 
sprung up ill Waterford, and the companies are no longer obliged to trouble- 
“ themselves about the disposal of the fist.” “ On the average of Iree yem the 
*TW 4™° T Pa i?\ h '™ exceeded 15 P er cen t- on the capital invested.” 

of IhlehTt kSfl “ r% n0t T lj ?” iUty *“ rep0rt ’ bat the knowledge 
“ d o. SIla ble to difluse for the encouragement of others, and as a 

not only v* hat ’ hj the ado Pti°n ofajudicious and conciliatory course, 

not only may prejudices among the fishermen be removed in the most effective 

Z er ’eE™ l4 V h : T St im u p0rtant benefits to fhemselves and fcSSSto 
formSi „„ e a pt 1? “ these cases bas been a prudent one, namely S'- 
foimation of very small companies or partnerships, with very few, but well found 

may h“ atStXe t°T’ Sf? mucl1 °‘ tbe ^ 

Sternly re™, • the da T steam communication with England, and a 
Is sufficiem to eve pr “5 yet ? TlU be se ™ tbat independently of these there 
CSLSffi? 8 U 1 ’ < wbosb ™ ld oomhine a system of curing with 
Gompanies, in .many ofle ** 

8 We wote;° f " SJS ‘T of „ cu ™g i“ con nexi 0 n with the trafficTn fish 
not only on the PishS andlilie Vuwt 6 b ^ W °,T d be confen ' ed 
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™ S T? d n °*, , on b ^ °. most ^gitimate and safe mode of encouraeiue 
the Fisheries; but would excite in the parties so acting a degree of attention 
and interest in the success of then- concern which would most effectually tend to 
impress upon the fishermen the adrantage to be derived from adopting improved 
means m the prosecution of their trade. i o i 

So. far as legislative facilities were required for the improvement of the 
Fisheries we are of opinion that the Act of 9 Viet. c. 3, taken with the grant of 
money therein provided for the construction of fishing piers, harbours, and 
other such works, will be found to afford what is necessary for the present on 
the part of the public; and it will only remain for parties locally interested to 
perform then* duties in furtherance of this important object. 



Trawl and Trammel Net Fishing. 

The objections heretofore made to these effective modes of fishing are gradually 
Uraumsnmg in the manner, and under the influence of the circumstances, which 
we have already stated. Our resistance, in the first instance, to demands made 
for imposing restrictions on these modes of fishing subjected us to animadversions, 
we believe, from many ; and we were strongly urged to accede to these requests, on 
the plea that it might be prudent to yield something to long established usage, 
we felt, however, that such a course would only have the effect of strengthening 
such prejudices, and probably to the future injury of the very parties for whose 
assumed benefit the restrictions were demanded. 

We have thought it right to make these observations for the purpose of 
demonstrating the necessity of caution in yielding to the numerous demand for 
changes often urgently sought for, and which parties, under the influence of 
local or fortuitous circumstances, conceive to he good or necessary, but which, if 
carried into effect, would probably be found to produce very different results. 



Oyster Fisheries. 

In our last Report we treated fully on the state of these important Fisheries, and 
their great capability of improvement. The Act since passed (8 & 9 Vic., c. 108) 
affords, with the previous Enactments, all that appears to us to be necessary in 
the way of Legislation, for the regulation and advancement of this branch of 
the Fisheries. The only difficulty seems to be the want of sufficient means to 
enforce the regulations in the first instance ; but, when they shall have become more 
generally known, and their value felt and ascertained by the fishermen themselves 

as we anticipate they will he ere long — we trust that little compulsion will be 
requisite to ensure their observance. In the mean time, we hope that through 
the instrumentality of the Coast Guard, and increased exertions on the part of 
the Constabulary on shore, the strict observance of the Close Season — as the first 
and most essential step towards the improvement of these Fisheries — maybe success- 
fully established. Much attention is already directed to the adoption of the 
best means for the improvement of the Oyster Fisheries, and the formation of 
artificial Beds or Layings; and we hope to be enabled in our next Annual 
Report to state successful results of those active steps which are now being taken 
in furtherance of these objects. 



Lobster Fisheries. 

These valuable fisheries have attracted but little increased attention since our 
last Report. Some exertions made off the southern coast of Wexford to introduce 
improved modes of capture, have, it is reported, been to a great degree frustrated 
by the jealousy of the neighbouring inhabitants. 

Sprat Fishing, by means of fixed Nets or Weirs. 

The 39th Section of the Act 5 & 6 Vic., c. 106, exempts weirs used for the 
taking of Sprats and other white fish, and held by charter or prescriptive right, 
from those provisions of the Act which require the cessation of all fishing by fixed 
nets, during the Salmon Close Season, provided the owners of such weirs obtain 
our licence for their use. We have made inquiry into all the cases of this nature 
for which applications have been made, and the evidence taken in respect thereto 
will be found in the Appendix, pages 181 to 193. 

As the object, under proper restrictions and regulations, is decidedly useful, 
especially as regards a supply of bait for the deep sea fisheries, we propose issuing 



Trawl and Tram- 
mel Net Fishing. 



Oyster Fisheries. 



Lobster Fisheries. 



Sprat Fishing, by 
means of fixed 
Nets or Weirs. 

See 39th Section of 
Act 5 & 6 Viet., 
c. 106. 
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sw4 CS ^',.f, S ; ,ChW f rS ’ “■? hich a p'ima facie case of prescriptive right is 

their being used ip a^iode 

liJT 8 a r d0pt tlUS < r ours< ; Wieving the intention of the Legislature in reauirW 

as a mode oV'IsP haT6 ft™ « “ tal,!isl1 » S™rd against any abuse of fixed nete 
mode ol fishing, and to afford a protection to the fisherman from nemltioc 

IriU ? thel ‘ thanin t0 the S 

Law. “ U S Ienuun ° pm ior the cIe<:ision of ‘ he superior Courts of 

Salmon- Fisheries— Close Season. 

to T J“ l W 1 J “ t0 tl,e state of these fisheries throughout Ireland and as 

to the fitness of the Close Season now fixed by law, w.?s concluded late b 
December last, and we annex a very full Report from Mr y; n , 

the who'e of the Jdence, and our remarks tLereon " *° acc01 W'‘ ™th 

iuto the Irish Salmon Kriesi in 1836 of Inquiry 

, antl fire Report furnished by Messrs Muivmt H ’ fr ° m * h ® ev , ldence oollectod 
hope, that the time is not hr disS wh™ 7 w B “'S 1 we are lecl to indulge a 
be applicable by law to both &e™^3riteto hndT S ? 1 ' ? on Sea£on wil1 
doubt but that the habits of the JshmSlS there “° «ason to 
To the proposition of a uniform CW 3 ^ antla11 ?. t ? le , saine m both countries. 

apprehend no wed-founded objection can be Snce”' “ d w9 

«PP« » fresh-water portions 
crave, be found, upon investigation, judicious Ind inXy^wf® 8 ’ wiI1 - we con ' 

also to the parties locally interested or not , °" ly to the P ubIio - but 

the rivers &y stocked S“y of P SX^ffiT 6 TT ha ™S 
qutne necessity of ceasing from all kinds of S®^ ^“ d ° f the conse ' 
period of the autumn. . “ ot bshm g for Salmon at an early 
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1V ° m 311 kinds ° f fishi "S for Salmon at an early 

the whole’be attended wh^ month of January would, on 

have heretofore derived advantage therefrom eit)L and few persons who 

old laws, or by acting contawy to law ™ d T the Provisions of the 

certain to arise from an improved system effi ^ tlc lf ate '“S? 1 ? In th e benefits 
amply rewarded for any Sorarv lot effioientl y ca .r™i °ut, and win be 
from fishing in that month. We tWo^propoTe-"*”” “ bemg prev<mtei 

1St " Stand* aL UP Sl°b/r h T ater n P , 0rfl T 0f rivers th r°ughout 

sr. -3*-^ 

nnrt r flslun e for Salmon and Trout shall cease in the upper 

thtfi b °f r nl rs ° n th - e 31st of Au S ust ; “O'!, that angling only for 
the fish shall be permitted until the 15th of September % 1 

“f 1 not *? - 

SSfSS ‘ hat !? the «■>» of a very few years L parties ^most inSel 
will mid, in the improvement of the Fishevip-? that y I interested 

best consulted in the refusal to accede to the full extent of ^demand's 

fh^tbl 1 ^ further J? re P eat sod to impress upon the attention of all parties 
that the rivers are the natural nurseries not mevplv fn-r f v, Q r i • ^ , . ’ 
their banhs and at their mouths, but also’ for the publk 
and that the tunes to be allowed for fishing thS m TTr^ullTedTa 
consideration of what is best on the whole fo? the public interna 7 

Size of Meshes of Nets. 

The alteration made by the 8 and 9 Vic c ina in Hip a t. r 

the net, has removed many of the objections which, it will be seenTy^the ^ of MeshesDf 
Appendix, have been urged during the Salmon Fishery inquiry ■ and will we 
anticipate he found on the whole, to have effected much good : Ltwithlmdins 
some parties complain that by this regulation persons in the upper parts of 
rivers may be deprived of fish which would escape through the nets below if 
large meshes were used. We conceive that the fewer minSe penal ^UrictTons 

obfoe? wnf d h th b b i tter i and Jf ™’ 1 40 im P ress U P°“ complainants that their 
bject will be best and most legitimately promoted by their- assisting in en- 
forcmg a strict observance of the weekly and annual Close Times, and^y the 
construction of passes for the free migration of the fish. 

Assessment for Protection. 

Upon the subject of a measure for assessing all parties benefited by the Fish- Assessment fat 
enes for the purpose of raising a local fund for their protection, and for the PtouMion. 
enforcement of the regulations made by law for the formation of migration 
passes, &c we have been much urged ; and though the framing of an equitable 
measure to effect those objects is no doubt encompassed with difficulties yet 

the'Ffsb 16 -^ 1110 ?! 0 ^- 116 ® 1 ^ 1 ° f the parties deri ™S the Ingest benefit from 
twtl * ^ and the “i ui 7 t] : at must resu U to the public therefrom, we submit 

that the matter is well deserving the consideration of the Legislature. 

We have the honor to be, 

Your Excellency’s most obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) HARRY D. JONES. 



Office of Public Worfa, Dublin, 
Mth May, 1845. 



BROOK T. OTTLEY. 
J. RADCLIFF, 

WM. T. MULVANY. 
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inquiry into the state 



OF 'THE SALMON FISHERIES 



IN IRELAND, — 1 844, 1845. 



APPENDIX, No. I. 



MESSRS. MULFANY AND BARRY'S REPORT ON THE INQUIRY. 



Appendix, No. I. 

Messrs. Mulcany and 
Barry's Report. 



Close Season. 

rZiT^T thiS “ , 3 eot >’ d “e bem tended throughout the whole of Ireland this C '°"' 

;„T; P ^r' “ atho — — 

Sh ™ h ° feeE Tih ftl0 “rf m °” ° m “P*™*- md * ie «=n*M>f responsibilit/Sh 
which we approach the performance of such a task, can he verv inadeaiiatAlv PV I a 

S.“A“ ■*• - “■ *— ■ • sri 

“ - — * 

f 1° , 6 !! lIS0 be “ dmitted “ * ho Sata »" ^heries, a. an important portion 

the industrial resources of this country, were, previous to the passing of the present 
ishejp Laws in 1842, m a comparatively very neglected state, and that they never did up to 

to Sie 7 n,! eVen n ° W ’ to “ Wh ? 10 - ^ m ° re thm “ sm “ 11 Proportionate p« of 
that \alue of winch they are capable, under a proper system. * 

. „ Tlle ooortohon of the truth of the last statement encourages ns, and we trust will 
fh! U W T“ g *° * Ee dclil,cra,e 'onsideration of the subject, with a view to devise 
the best system for so important an object;-and in framing any such system it is well 
known the vital question is that of Close Season. * weU 

That laws or regulations on matter, of a practical nature like the Fisheries may he 
obeyed and earned out for the public weal, they must he understood and acquiesced in 
by the great majority ; there can be little doubt, therefore, that however inconvenient may 
be tbe . practice of attempting to give reasons for opinions, in this instance, the matter must 
to produce conviction and co-operation, be fully discussed 
With this view we wish in the tat place, briefly to advert to some of the diffi- 
onlties which any person taking an enlarged, impartial, and general view of the question 
has to contend with, as regards the Salmon Fisheries in Ireland. 1 

Difficulties Affecting the Question of Close Season. 

TTr-.r ' Difficulties affecting 

.. , W t 7 ^ ufc , exceptions, and until a very recent period, many even of the persons Qu . est!on of 
interested m the Salmon Fisheries were but little acquainted with the natural bistort of the 
&h and the important hearing which that knowledge necessarily has upon the decision of 
his question, and even still la great majority are either ignorant of, or utterly disbelieve 
the conclusions which have been clearly demonstrated b> repeated experiments and actual 

B 
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J lestrs. Mulvany and 
Barry’s Report. 

Difficulties affecting 
the Question of 
Close Season. 



observation, with reference to the breeding and migration of young Salmon; many preferring 
to believe that which they have been long accustomed to hear — though never tested, 
rather than what appears to them new or unusual. 

Where the very first principles for a decision are unknown, or not agreed upon, it would 
he difficult to expect concurrence in the course to be adopted. 

The old laws, making great varieties in the legal seasons to be observed in different 
districts, — declaring some rivers to be open throughout the year — permitting some ana 
prohibiting other classes of persons to fish at all times — or at different times, — have left 
(with all the authority of legislative sanction) prejudices behind them, deeply engrafted in 
men’s minds, — influencing their conduct and warping their judgment, even to the extent 
of preventing the adoption of new or more efficient modes of fishing, though clearly proved 
to be calculated to increase their wealth. 

The somewhat conflicting interests between proprietors, or persons interested in the 
upper or fresh-water portions of rivers, and those on the sea coast or tideway (which are 
made still more conflicting, by want of co-operation in those measures which are requisite 
for their common good) tend greatly to embarrass the decision of the question. 

Again, it rarely happens that the impartial inquirer is aided by enlarged views on the 
part of the persons giving evidence — the witnesses (with some exceptions, highly deserv- 
ing commendation), in the most perfect sincerity and conviction of the truth of their state- 
ments, confine their views to the narrow limit of their own locality ; and, without duly 
weighing the result, even to themselves, of compliance with their demands, seek for that 
change of season wliich, under the former state of things, would suit their mode of fishing, 
their locality, or particular portion of river. Thus, for example, we have had applications 
for the Close Time to be made during the middle of Summer only ; because, from a want 
of water in the river there was then no run of fish ! 

Frequently the applications from parties on the’ coast and tideways are founded ou the 
periods when it has usually been convenient from the state of the weather to fish, or 
when a good fish was to be had ; — irrespective of all those considerations in which they 
should be most deeply interested, with reference to the spawning or protection of the fish 
in the upper waters of the rivers — the nurseries of their own fisheries. Indeed, to such an 
extent has this want of knowledge, or reckless neglect of their own best interests been 
carried, tliat we believe the instances are very rare where the proprietors of stake, bag, or 
draft net fishing on the coast have exerted themselves, or contributed any money whatever 
to the protection of the breeding fish in the upper waters ; excepting, of course, those cases 
where the same parties possessed fisheries in the rivers. 

On the other hand, we have been most urgently pressed by persons interested in small 
spawning rivers on the coast, and the very upper parts of rivers in the interior, where the 
fish rarely go, in the present state of tilings, until near the spawning time, to extend the open 
period of fishing to that late period of the year when the fish are known to resort to those 
places ; though the ruinous result to the fisheries from such a course is palpable to any one 
who dispassionately considers the subject; and though, in somo instances, they might 
obtain a much earlier run of the fish, by availing themselves of those provisions of the Act 
which enable migration passes to be made over existing obstacles. 

The variable weather of different years, notwithstanding its well-known resxdts on the 
migration of the fish and the productiveness of the fisheries, becomes the fruitful source 
of complaint against the, season fixed by law. 

The Act of 1842 fixed a uniform Close Time from the 20th August to the 12th February, 
to. come into operation after the 1st of January, 1844. It was not attempted to be 
enforced until after the 20th of August, 1S44 ; it was not in effect generally observed even 
then ; and we fear, notwithstanding the explanations furnished throughout Ireland, and the 
anxious appeals made through this department with the aid of the Coast Guard and Police 
to all persons to co-operate in protection that in very many districts the Close Time, even 
of last year, has been but very partially observed. 

It is very well known by all who have carefully studied the subject, (and the information 
has been diffused as much as possible,) that three years are required to ascertain fully the 
results of adopting such a change of Close Time. The necessity of trying, for a few years, 
some one fixed principle, and the observance of the longest possible Close Time to recruit 
the neglected, and, in some instances, mismanaged fisheries of the country, are also admitted 

by all intelligent persons— yet we regret to say such is the impatience such the force of 

long habit in other courses, and such the urgency of private interests, (which we are free to 
admit are suffering some partial but, we conceive, temporary injury,) that we fear it will 
become necessary for the sake of paramount objects to lose the best opportunity that has 
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perhaps ever been, afforded by the Legislature for testing the means of improving the 
Salmon Fisheries of Ireland. 

In evidence of this necessity we find in some localities the non-observance of the Close 
Time openly countenanced by respectable persons, even in places where the law has alvays 
been nearly the same as the present ; in others, the offence, when publicly brought to 
trial — punished with the lowest fractional penalty which the discretion vested in the 
authorities enabled them to inflict ; whilst more recently we have been made aware of the 
open and repeated breach of the law by the owners of fisheries themselves, and the cap- 
ture of spent fish by respectable persons of such a position in society, as leaves it utterly 
hopeless to expect that, with such examples before them, the more numerous classes 
would refrain from similar practices. And all'these proceedings, which it is our painful 
duty to be compelled to detail, are justified on the ground of the season being unsuited 
to the localities in which such occurrences have taken place, though sufficient trial has not 
been afforded to test that season, nor the means pointed out by the law adopted for the 
improvement of the fisheries. 

It is also observable, that in considering the question of Close Season, few of the witnesses 
weigh well or indeed are aware of the result which will be produced by the operation 
of the present law, as regards the various regulations of modes of fishing, and the removal 
of restrictions contained in the old law, though it is plain that the effect in increasing the 
number and encouraging the efficiency of the modes of fishing will materially tend to ren- 
der it important not to shorten too much the Close Time. 

Thus, for instance, many claims to a peculiar Close Season have been preferred by parties 
on the grounds that they possessed the entire fishery of the river and its tributaries in 
which they were interested, hut upon examination it almost invariably resulted that this 
■claim had no other legal foundation than the fact that they had hitherto been in the habit 
of employing and paying water-bailiffs to watch the river, and enforce the then existing law, 
both as regarded the observance of Close Time, and the prevention of persons fishing who 
did not possess the money-qualification required by the old law, hut repealed by the present. 
Were it otherwise, however, and the river clearly the property of an individual, still it 
would be a nursery uot merely for his fishery hut for those on the coast, aud as such his 
claims must he controlled by what is best for all. 

Now in these respects, the practical effect of the new law is not yet nearly developed. 
The adoption of new modes of fishing on the coast and tideway in some districts is 
rapidly progressing, in others it is not yet commenced. The effect of the weekly Close 
Time in allowing the fish to the upper waters has, in some districts where it has been 
enforced, greatly increased the number of persons fishing, but has not yet had time to 
produce any effect upon the supply ; in other localities the weekly Close Time has not 
been observed, and consequently its effects are unknown ; whilst one of the most important 
measures in the improvement of the fisheries (if not in the equalization of the habits of the 
-fish), namely, the formation of migration passes over natural and artificial obstacles, has 
been — we believe, with but one solitary example — wholly neglected throughout Ireland, 
by the parties most deeply interested. Under such circumstances, it would indeed be 
difficult to expect a similarity in results or a concurrence in views, and yet it will he readily 
seen how important is the knowledge of the actual state of facts as regards these practical 
matters in judging of the value of opinions with reference to districts so circumstanced, or 
arriving at a just conclusion on the main question of Close Time. 

Such (apart from natural difficulties and questions of expediency as to the regulations 
most easily to be enforced) are some of the practical difficulties in which the consideration 
of this question is involved ; and the evidence to be properly understood with a view to 
arriving at just conclusions, should be read and considered as a whole, with the full know- 
ledge of those facts and statements. 

It is right also to state, that at each place of meeting an opening address was made, explain- 
ing the general provisions and objects of the law, and, as far as was practicable, furnishing 
information of the natural habits of the fish— of the practical modes of improving the fisheries, 
and observations tending to promote co-operation in their protection. The inquiry gene- 
rally created a very lively interest, and in almost every instance the fullest information 
was afforded without reserve. 

Whilst we wish that expressions of opinion, on matters little capable of demonstration 
by facts, though given in evidence on oath, should be received and acted upon with 
great caution, and -under the influence of the statements we have made, we cannot refrain 
from hearing testimony to the truthful spirit in which that evidence was given, and, as will 
be seen from its perusal, the very interesting facts adduced, and the very important amount 
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Appeh pix, No. I. of statistical information furnished by the witnesses. "We also desire to refer to tlie corres- 
j»W*. Mulvany and pondence of gentlemen, who felt so strongly on the matter as to communicate in writing 
Barry's Report. their views, which will be found full of interest, and calculated to elicit the truth, even 
Difficulties affecting though a wide difference exists between the opinions expressed. 

the Question of With these remarks we submit the evidence for consideration, merely observing, that 

Close reason. whatever deductions may be drawn from isolated parts of the evidence, we consider the 
subject one which should be entertained with enlarged views and a knowledge of tlie 
whole, aud have no doubt that many who put forward views with the most perfect sincerity, 
and the most positive conviction of their rectitude and general applicability, will, upon 
perusal of equally sincere and positive views of an opposite nature given in other localities, 
be disposed to reconsider their opinions, and to admit that the question is not so easily 
settled as they had at first supposed. 



Consideration of 
Principles »nd facts 
affecting a Decision 
of the Close Time. 



Consideration op Principles and Facts affecting a Decision of the Close Time. 

To facilitate co-operation and concurrence in opinion, it is desirable to narrow the matter 
for discussion to the minimum limits of which it is susceptible. This, perhaps, may best 
be effected, by first stating those propositions or matters affecting the question, in which 
there is believed to be now a pretty general agreement of opinion— namely, 



1* Tli at the public good is to be the object of paramount importance, and is to be effected 
by adopting that system which will raise the Salmon fisheries to their maximum state of 
permanent productiveness of this fish in its best condition as an article of food.* 

. 2. That these fisheries must be considered with reference to their commercial value as one 
of the industrial resources of the country, and not merely with reference to private or local 
convenience or interests, whilst, at the same time, the least possible amount of private 
injury should be done in the measures taken for their regulation. 

3. That the Salmon fisheries on the sea coast, in the tideway, and the lower part 
of rivers near the tideway, comprise at present, and may be expected to comprise 
almost the entire of the commercially valuable or marketable fisheries of the country— 
that the quantity of fish in the best condition taken in the upper waters of the 
rivers forms but a small proportion of the whole, and considering both the natural habits 
of the fish and the extended means of capture on the coast and lower waters, ever must 
be small. 



4. Tbit notwithstanding this and other apparent causes for a conflict of interests between 
parties interested in the lower flsheries and those interested in the upper waters there is 
much common ground for co-operation, it being decidedly tbe interest of both to ’have the 
earliest and largest supply of good Ash, whilst it is still more clearly the interest of the 
lower parties (and thereby 6f the public) to' afford to those above every advantage of which 
their position admits, consistent with reason and the objects before stated. 

3. That the fresh-water parts of rivers and their tributaries, no matter by whom or how 
held, must be deemed as the natural nurseries for these flsheries for the public weal and 
as inch the modes and times for Ashing in them must be regulated, as the Legislature in 
this and other countries has always taken power to do. 

6. That small rivers, mountain streams entering the sea, and tributaries to larger rivers 
to which respective y Salmon only resort a short time before spawning, and, it is presuuS 

7. That the Close Time cannot he Ailed solely withreferenee to the natural history of the 
animal or its assumed habits in anylocriity, as there must> superadded eonsideraril of 

3S . to t P™ mot “S co-operation and protection, and of practicability in enforcing and 

carrying into effect any regulation which may bo made * 

8. That in regulations to be enforced throughout a whole country with the aid of public 

forces, uniformity is desirable, as far a, it can bemaintained consistently with 
prepositions; and that at least there are certain portions of the year wbtb 7 ? 

objects should he uniformly closed. T W *“ ch for Bllcl ‘ 

9. That the periods of spawning should be closed. 

30. That as much time previous to the period of spawning should be closed as will 



• Whilst the effect of such a system, whatever it be, is calculated ultimately to benefit x „ 

the parties having special interests or rights, it must be admitted that in m OT , l neflt ’ ln the greatest degree 
the obtoge be s.staia.J, though „ antieift. th. re.ultlug teaSi will 

to shown that tta tompn, pi, could only be obab*l b, , derogation of L ' 1 " a “ ^ 
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allow a sufficient supply of fish to ascend from the sea to stock the river for breeding on 
the assumption (in most cases likely to prove true, when the value of the fisheries and the 
means and rights of fishing become known), that at the latter end of the open season there 
wiU be few, if any, fish left uncaptured in the upper waters wherewithal to stock the river. 

11. That it is essential to the production of .a supply of large-sized Salmon that the 
spent or parent fish be permitted to return to the sea. 

12. That Salmon which enter the river earliest proceed (if not captured) far into the 
interior of the country— to the upper end of rivers, which are generally deemed the best 
spawning grounds, and that these fish spawn earliest and return to the sea earliest. 

, 13, That m riv ' ers in w&ch the earliest fish are found it has been the practice to stop 
fishing early ; and in such cases the spawning is over— and cce.te.ris paribus the spent fish 
and fry return to the sea early. 

14. That in rivers where the practice of fishing late has been persevered in, the spawn- 
ing has been continued late without, in many instances, any palpable natural cause ; (either 
iu the nature of the spawning grounds, the supply of water, or the species of fish;) and 
the return of spent fish to the sea, and the supply of good fish to the river are late. 

. \ 5 ‘ That inasmuch as it has been ascertained by experience that spent Salmon become 
invigorated and restored in a given time after their return to the sea, and in like manner 
Salmon Fry rapidly increase in size, in a given time, so as to become fit for capture, the 
detention of the fish whilst in those states in the upper waters by artificial barriers unpro- 
vided with migration passes, necessarily serves to produce late or variable fisheries, (or 
seasons,) and the same causes to some extent affect the ascent of the breeding fish, their 
period of spawning, aud frequently the productiveness of the spawn, so that the influence of 
circumstances predominates over natural habits, and combined with variable periods of 
fishing tends to produce those variations which are often sought to be met by making varia- 
tions in the legal season rather than by altering the circumstances which produce the varia- 
tion, and so restore the natural habits. 

16. That without entering upon the discussion of the questions which maybe deemed to 
be settled in Scotland, and in many parts of Ireland, as to the period the young of the 
Salmon remain in the upper waters, before their first descent to the sear-three years are 
required fully to develop the results of any change made in the seasons to be observed. 
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The foregoing facts and conclusions are deducible from, or supported by, the evidence, 
and however they mayanihtate against the present claims of individuals or localities, they 
go far to prove the necessity of the course hitherto adopted by the Commissioners in 
hesitating to make any change in the season as fixed by the Legislature, until it would have 
had a full and fair trial, and its results become publicly known. -When, in addition to the 
long neglected state of these fisheries, and the increased facilities for capture now afforded, 
we take into consideration the result which the opening of railways throughout the country 
"'ill have in increasing the value and demand for Salmon, we cannot hut regret the urgent 
impatience for a change of season, (from parties looking for opening early or fishing late,) 
which may debar themselves and the country from the full benefit which a more patient trial 
and cordial co-operation with the authorities in carrying out the present law, would be certain 
to produce ; for even the most interested parties, in seeking for a change, will admit that 
the strict observance of a long Close Time for a few years, would have been attended with 
the most beneficial results. 

Wo have always been of opinion that some modification of the Close Time would ulti- 
mately become necessary; and although we deprecate immediate change, and fear that 
the results will not be as beneficial as if made at a later period, we conceive that there has 
now been collected such au amount of information, in addition to that furnished to Par- 
liament with reference to the English, Scotch, and Irish Salmon fisheries for the last 
thirty years, as, with a knowledge of the natural history aud habits of the fish, will he 
sufficient to determine the question. 

With a view to assist in its determination, we append to the evidence an Abstract 
in a tabular form of the general result or weight of the evidence on those questions 
which may be taken to affect the decision as to Close Time, namely, the period 
of spawning ; the periods of migration of the fish in its different states ; the present pro- 
duce ; the periods of fishing hitherto observed ; the Close Time formally asked for ; and 
the Close Time as provided by the old laws. , 

■ Although this Abstract has been carefully prepared from the materials afforded by the 
evidence, yet we wish it to be distinctly understood to be little more than the “ repute of 
the country ” as to much of the matter contained in it; upon subjects so likely to elude 
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Proposed CloseTiir.e. 



observation as some of those contained in it, we could only expect accuracy as the 
result of very close and attentive observation scientifically conducted aud faithfully recorded 
for a series of years ; but this, it is almost needless to say, has been very rarely, if ever, the 
case; nor, indeed, does the subject easily, or in some instances, at all, admit of it, involved 
as the means of observing the habits of the fish are in the circumstances of floods and the 
darkness of night. 

The Abstract, therefore, can only be taken for what it is worth as thus explained ; still 
it shows, — as every naturalist would have expected, — from the uniform climate and circum- 
stances of Ireland, a very general uniformity, or tendency to uniformity, in the habits of 
the fish throughout the country, and a great similarity with those of England and Scotland : 
in fact, we have little doubt that the scientific and practical naturalist will be disposed to 
a great extent to concur in the opinion that the exceptions to uniformity are mainly attri- 
butable to the disturbing effects of local circumstances, and making due allowances for the 
want of accuracj' in evidence on such “ hidden matters,” would find that where the local 
circumstances were equal and similar in different localities, the habits of the fish were 
also similar. 



Profosed Close Time. 

' Still further to narrow the limits of discussion, we proceed step by step. 

From the weight of evidence there appears to be no doubt that the months of November 
and December should form part of the general Close Time ; we anticipate this will now 
be almost universally agreed to ; though, as may be seen, several of what are designated 
“ the early fisheries” were sought to be kept open during one or both of these months, but 
the witnesses produced in support of such claims clearly proved that during these months 
the fish were on the spawning beds throughout the rivers so sought to be kept open ; and 
adhering to the proposition No. 9, that the Close Time should include the spawning time, 
there can be no doubt that these months should be kept closed. It is at the same time 
not to be denied that near the mouths of these rivers some fish in good condition are 
to be found during these months, and from their scarcity that their money value at. that 
time is considerable, but we shall advert to this more fully when speaking of the month of 
January. 

As regards the month of October, the great weight of evidence is in favour of closing it, 
on the principle set forth in propositions Nos. 10, 12, 13, and 14. Opinion in this respect, 
however, has not been unanimous heretofore, though it is hoped that the information 
furnished in the evidence will tend to convince parties that it is the interest of all that 
this month should be entirely closed, as we are convinced, after the most mature considera- 
tion, it should be. 

It is deserving of remark, that the few rivers in which it is sought to keep open the 
month of October, have, almost without exception, been grossly neglected up to a very 
recent period — in some instances fished nearly for the whole year, or to a very late period 
of the year, — and that the produce of these rivers, compared with their natural capabilities, 
is quite insignificant. 

The chief cases in which it was sought to keep open the month of October are the 
Slaney in Wexford, part of the Lee, the Bandon, and the lien rivers, in Cork. In refe- 
rence to the evidence in these cases, and on consideration of the periods when spawning, 
even under present circumstances, begins, and the principles put forth in this report, we 
believe that it will clearly appear no case is made for opening any part of October ; but 
on the contrary, that it would be detrimental to the best interests of the fisheries to do so. 

With reference to small rivers and tributaries, solely resorted to for spawning, we 
conceive that the principle contained in proposition No. 6 is conclusive, as regards' the 
mouth of October. 

The next period in order of importance and general concurrence of opinion, is the 
month of January. 

Whilst the weight of evidence as regards the great majority, in number and importance, 
of the fisheries is in favour of closing the whole of this month, there is much controversy 
raised as regards it by a few proprietors and persons interested in the fisheries at the 
mouths of what are called "the early rivers” in Ireland, who, stimulated by the very high 
price which may be obtained for good fish at that period of the year, and having, either in 
accordance with the old laws, or in contravention thereof from them position practised the 
taking of fish in that month, are stiff naturally anxious to continue to do so. 

. To facilitate the consideration of this part of the subject, we have had a separate 
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Abstract prepared, extracting the information furnished as to the early rivers, so as to Appendix, No. i. 
bring it into view in one table. ~7 , 

ixt it pi . Messrs. Mule any ana 

VV e believe a careful consideration of the evidence, either as a whole or thus abstracted, Barry's Report. 
and the fact that January is in almost every instance a spawning month, coupled with a con- PrQ oso dcioseTime 
currence in the principles put forward in propositions Nos. 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11, and 15, would 
of themselves lead to a conviction that the month of January should be closed. We are fully 
aware that individuals have sustained some loss by reason of this month having been closed 
for the last two seasons, and that such may be the case for some time to come, though, as 
before explained, we anticipate much more than an equivalent benefit to their fisheries ■ 
but after the fullest and most anxious consideration of all the arguments adduced, we feel 
convinced it is of importance to the public, and to the fishing interests of the whole dis- 
tricts in which these rivers are situated, that they should be closed during January. 

Whilst it is fully admitted that a quantity of good fish has been taken during that 
month in the places referred to, it is to be borne in mind that these good fish will not be 
lost to the public by closing January ; they will almost certainly still be taken when the 
Open Season commences, either in the upper waters, — whereby the upper proprietors will be 
interested in the protection of the fisheries, — or in the’ majority of cases by the same parties 
who have hitherto been in the habit of taking them; as it is almost generally admitted 
that at that period of the year -the fish are not disposed to proceed far up the fresh- 
water, especially where any natural or artificial barrier exists above the tideway, even 
though at a later period of the year such obstacle would have little or no effect in stop- 
ping their upward progress. 

Besides the fact, that in most of those rivers the evidence shows that spawning continues 
for the whole or a part of the month of January, and the advantage of allowing as much 
time as possible, consistent with other considerations, for the escape of the parent fish to 
the sea, before commencing to fish, we shall show, when considering the final arrangements 
proposed to he made, practical difficulties connected with any attempt to open these rivers 
in January, which certainly appear to us insuperable; — we allude to their terminating in 
almost every instance in the same estuaries with late rivers. 

We have thus then the months of October, November, December, and January, which 
we have endeavoured to show should be universally closed, and with respect to which we 
anticipate in the end a tolerably general concurrence of opinion. 

It only remains to consider, as compared with the present Close Season, the periods 
between the 1st and 12th of February, and between the 20th of August and 30th of 
September. 

With reference to the former period (the first twelve days of February), we are of 
opinion, — from the evidence, from the quantity of good fish which may he taken under 
judicious arrangements, from the increased quantity of early fish which increased protec- 
tion may he calculated to produce, from the value of the fish so taken, from the general 
concurrence in the old law on the subject, and finally, from the state of the law in Scot- 
land, (with which it is desirable, as far as possible, to be assimilated, where there seems to 
he no sufficient grounds for a difference,) — that subject to the conditions and regulations 
hereinafter contained, these eleven days should be added to the general Open Season. 

Much greater difficulties and difference of opinion may bo expected with reference to 
the latter period, — from the 20th of August to the 30th of September. 

Here again it becomes essentially necessary to weigh with caution the evidence given 
in each case, to consider the former state of the fisheries, and the facts as to their protec- 
tion or productiveness, and the existence or absence of barriers to the migration of the fish. 

On the one hand, seeing the admitted advantages of early spawning ; the fact that it 
generally takes place in the upper and remote parts of rivers ; the varieties of seasons as 
to the supply of flood waters to enable the fish to ascend ; the general tendency to spawn 
in the early part of .November where permitted ; and the general weight of evidence that 
to effect these objects the fish should be permitted to leave the sea on or before the 1st of 
September ; there is in all these respects strong reasons for the benefit of the public to 
close tbe month of September. 

On tbe other hand, the interest of the public, and those who enjoy the commercially 
valuable part of tbe fisheries, is importantly involved in producing such an amount of 
co-operation on the part of those interested in the fresh-water portions - of rivers as will 
insure their actively aiding in protection, and in carrying into effect the laws and regula- 
tions for the improvement of the fisheries. Now it is contrary to human affairs to expect 
this if they do not .participate in some of the advantages ; and assuming the fisheries to he 
conducted with all the increased skill and perseverance which may he anticipated to be 
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I. brought to thorn wien improved, it is evident that the persons on the upper parts of 
Messrs. Mulvany and n ^ ers would obtain little more than the fish which would pass up during the weekly Close 
Barry t Report. Time, and in occasional floods. 

Proposed CloseTiuie. There is, however, a third, and a very serious difficulty.’ In many important fisheries 
the parties most deeply interested, iu a pecuniary point of view,— from possessing their 
fisheries near the mouths of the rivers,— express themselves satisfied with the present termi- 
nation of the Open Season, or, in some instances, ask for even an earlier period. From the facts 
and arguments we have adduced, it will he seen, that to a great extent, as regards the natural 
habits of the fish ; the benefit of early spawning; and, at all events, the question of immediate 
alteration of the present termination of the Open Time, we are disposed to agree with 
them. But here is one of the peculiar circumstances to which we adverted in the seventh 
proposition as illustrating the principle, that the Close Time cannot be fixed solely with 
reference to the natural habits of the fish. We are quite aware that in some of the 
cases now referred to, parties from the upper waters did not attend the public 
meetings and give evidence in favour of being permitted to fish to a later period- 
but we are equally aware, from our local knowledge, that in some cases such permission 
is desired— m others it would be sought for at a future time ; and that in many, the parties 
did not attend because, previous to the opening of the weekly Close Time by the present 
law, the fishing engines below were kept so closed or fished throughout the year that the 
parties above had no interest in the fisheries,— so that, depending upon the continuance of a 
similar state of things, they felt too apathetic to attend or urge any claims. In con- 
sidering, therefore, the general question, in an enlarged point of view, it does not appear 
t^r'**! 1036 considerations, because in some instances they were not pressed upon us 
btiil it will be seen from the evidence, that even in the late rivers the fish are in such a 
condition, generally speaking, after the middle of September as to render it undesirable 
that they should be taken in any considerable quantity after that time, and certainly so 
when considered with reference to the provision of a sufficient stock for the rivers 
Under all these circumstances and considerations, we conceive that the public interests 
? r ° m ° ted b J addin g> the conditions and regulations hereinafter mentioned 
™ fo^teen days of September to the general Open Season ; however, as to the exact 
number of days, it will be seen m page 9, we are not quite unanimous. 

There would thus be a general Close Time from a fixed day in September to the 31st of 
January, in which, throughout Ireland, the public forces of the Coast Guard and Constabu- 
lary could, pursuant to the present laws, act most efficiently and uniformly in enforcing the 
observance of the law, and preventing the sale or possession of the fish. 



Conditions and Regulations under which proposed Close and Open Season should 



-Conditions and 
Regulations. 

ride wavs, & i th e « a, .4 tideways, where the medium is uniform and the causes which affect the 

habits of the fish may he considered generally to he equal and uniform, we are decidedly 
of opmion that the Close Season should he the same, and should be permanently fixed 
For this purpose we are of opinion, having regard to the weight of evidence and the 
SeWy 1 ' ‘ * he C1 °” SM8M1 SllOTM be from the ls * of September to the 1st 

heli-T r“i * Wlre tl “ t the le s i “”“g ” termination of the Open fishing Time will not 
anangemeuts, it will ultimately prove the best for the common interests 

latter come from the eastward-passing the month of ftp A^ttl* 
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smigHt to begin fishing on the 1st of January, in tie Bann and Foyle not until the 1st of 
March. At the Bush they Irish to cease fishing on the 12th of August, at the Bairn and 
F^le on the 1st September («, AIM.) In what practicable or beneficial manner could 
different seasons be allotted for that plain and open coast? while to add to the difficulty 
—for the Roe, which discharges into Lough Foyle and derives its supply of fish in the same 
way,— it is sought to entend the Open Season to the 20th of September 

Similar circumstances affect almost every part of the open coast, as in the Fane, Qlyde 
Boyne, Liffey, Bray, Courtown, and Wenford Rivers on the east coast. The Owenea Inver’ 
Donegal, Ballyshannon, Bundrowes, Sligo, Ensky, Moy, and other Rivers entering the one 
bay or -line of coast between Teelin Head in Donegal, and Eiris Head in Mayo 
This. is .still more remarkably the case with some of the other rivers, at the month of 
which it is songbt to open the fisheries in January ; as for instance, the Rathmelton which 
enters the long narrow estuary of Lough Swilly, at the head of -which is the late fishery of 
Letterkenny, m Donegal. The Can-a and Lanne, which enter Castlemaine Haven with the 
Maine river, m Kerry. The Carman, which enters Raffinskelligs Bay, with the Eenan-h in 
Kerry, and many others which might he enumerated ; but the most remarkable of wMch is 
the Munhim, which discharges itself into the Owenmore, a river with a late fishery in Erris 
county Mayo. J ’ 



Considering the very small difference which exists in the natural habits of the fish and 
how much that difference may he reduced by increased and uniform protection, accompanied 
with the removal of obstructions or the formation of migration passes over them • and 
looking forward to the ulterior results, we feel strongly impressed with the conviction that 
this is the best practicable course to adopt— as regards the sea and tideways. 

For the purpose of carrying out this arrangement, and to prevent disputes, we are of 
opinion that powers must be given to define what, for the purposes of the Act shall be 
deemed the termination of the tideway. 

’R e are of opinion also that the use of all fixed engines, . or nets of any description, 
whether in the salt or fresh water , for the capture of Salmon, should be prohibited on and 
after the 1st of September, in the same way as they are now prohibited after the 20th of 
August. The reasons for this suggestion as regards the necessary supply or stock for early 
spawning, will be readily deduced from the evidence and the previous parts of this Report. 
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We have now to state our views with reference to the fresh-water portions of rivers 
above the tideway, where the causes (whatever they be) of want of uniformity exist, and 
where, within the extreme limits already proposed, uniformity is not quite so essential 

Our proposition on this part of the subject is, that these parts of rivers be open from the 
1st of March to the 14th or 30th (we are not agreed which) day of September inclusive— 
that for the open days of September no mode of fishing but angling be permitted— that 
during the rest of the Open Season the use of nets for taking Salmon, except in the cases 
where a common or prescriptive right of fishing with nets has been exercised, be strictly 
confined (as is understood to be the meaning of the Act of 1842) to the proprietors of several 
fisheries— and finally perhaps that a power be given to the Commissioners to make altera- 
tions, whenever proved necessary, on the same conditions as in the Act of 1842, as regards 
the Open Time above the tideway, but always within the limits of the 1st of February and 
14th or 30th (which ever shall be adopted) day of September inclusive. 

The exact termination of this Open Time for angling, is the only point upon which we 
are not unanimous— one of us (Mi-. Mulvany) being fully persuaded that the open time 
should not extend beyond the 14th day of September ; whilst the other (Mr. Barry) be- 
lieves, from a consideration of expediency, that it may be extended to the 30th of September. 

We are aware that a proposition to make any difference in the Close Time for rivers, 
as distinguished from that for the adjacent sea or tideways, may in many instances appear 
to lead to jealousies, and that it has almost been viewed as a maxim, that the season should 
be the same for both. Indeed we have ourselves urged this opinion to a limited extent, at 
the meetings, in exhibiting the impracticability of complying with the various very widely 
differing claims preferred by persons influenced solely by local considerations. Still we 
submit that the difference is one which exists in nature ; and that limited and guarded as 
the proposition is, it may be safely adopted, and we are strengthened in this opinion by 
the following facts and considerations : — 

It will be seen that the demands from the upper parts of rivers are very generally to close 
the month of February, because in some few there are fish spawning at that time, whilst in 
all there are large quantities of spent fish returning to the sea, which it is desirable should 
escape unmolested. 
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We think this a very wise and prudent demand, and very gladly recommend it for 
adoption. At the same time it is only to he adopted on account of its expediency, for it 
is well known that there are large quantities of the spent fish to he found in the rivers in 
the month of March, and even in April ; but the balance of advantages would not he in 
favour of hinging those months, and we can only trust to the production of that cordial 
spirit of co-operation and good feeling which is essential for carrying out any law, to see 
the practice of fishing for spent fish abandoned. 

As regards the jealousies existing or likely to arise from this proposition, it is deserving 
of consideration, that whilst great public benefit is derived from closing February in the 
fresh-water portions of rivers, the upper proprietors, or persons interested therein, lose 
nothing thereby, as any good fish which ascend the river during that period, may be ex- 
pected to remain above, and to be caught when the season opens in March ; and the quan- 
tity of good fish which, on the average of years, may be expected to ascend during even the 
first fourteen days of September, will not only much more than compensate for the closing 
of February, but we trust be so advantageous as to create a lively interest in the future 
protection and improvement of the fisheries. 

The advantages which the persons on the upper parts of rivers will derive from the more 
strict observance of the weekly Close Time every where, the formation of migration passes, 
and the angling during the open days of September, when the sea and tideway fisheries 
are closed, will, we have every reason to expect, have the most beneficial results. And 
we conceive we have already shown that in no case would it be desirable, even for the 
interests of a locality, to permit fishing to a later time. 

Before closing this Report, we deem it an essential part of our duty to point out the 
absolute necessity of establishing a system of assessment for the protection of those fisheries 
to be founded on the principles of rating all deriving benefit from them as nearly as possible- 
in proportion to that benefit. 

This subject has been strongly urged at almost every meeting. It is abundantly evident 
that where so many parties are interested, and each can attain the present advantage by 
his own exertion, a voluntary system will not he carried out , for a future or prospective 
good to all , as we have already proved by the fact that in very few instances have the 
persons most deeply interested, — namely, those on the coast and tideway, — contributed to 
the protection of the spawning fish, though it is understood very generally they do not 
object to pay largely if an equitable system could be organized. 

By such means alone, however, can funds be expected to be raised to carry out fully 
the provisions of the Act, and to make local improvements in the construction of passes 
and otherwise, and though great difficulties certainly exist in making a perfect system of 
assessment, whilst the fisheries are in their transition state, and before the relative value 
of different fishing sites or means of fishing are fully developed, yet we conceive a suffi- 
cient amount of information has now been obtained to enable a close approximation to a 
good system being fixed upon, and, at all events, that the paramount importance of the 
object calls for an early adoption of some system to ensure to the country all the advan- 
tages which the principles and regulations of the law are calculated to effect, if vigorously 
and cordially carried out, through the instrumentality of such a system, and the active aid 
of the coast guard and constabulary forces, as at present empowered by law. 

In illustration of the benefits of a steady perseverance in a px-oper system, we may allude 
to the Foyle, where the produce has been raised from an average of 43 tons previous to- 
1823, to a steady produce of nearly 200 tons, including the stake weirs in the estuary, and 
very nearly to 300 tons, as we believe, in the year 1842. 

A more recent example is afforded in the case of the small river of Newport, county Mayo, 
which was one of those exempt from having any Close Season for proprietors and fanners 
of fisheries under the old law. It will be seen from the evidence, page 161, that Sir Richard 
0 Donnell, after the passing of the new Act, set himself about complying with its pro- 
visions— employed and paid persons liberally to protect it ; and in due time (three years) 
reaped a full reward, in having raised the produce from half a ton or a ton in a season, to 
eight ton of Salmon and three ton of White Trout for the season, ending the third year. 

It is also gratifying to advert to the general result of the introduction of the Bag Net on 
the coast of Donegal, which was at one time so violently opposed, that in consequence 
considerable outrages were committed. It will be seen from the evidence, page 173, 
that whilst near 100 tons of fish were taken by Bag Net, the produce of the chief fishing 
river entering that coast “ was not diminished.” 

Now there are many places in Ireland with as great, or far greater, natural capabilities 
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than tlose we have adverted to, aid if similar means were taken for the improvement of 
the fisheries, there can be no doubt similar benefits would result. Indeed it annears 
to ns impracticable to estimate accurately the amount of benefit or increase in value which 
may be given to the Salmon fisheries by the establishment of such a system of protection and 
enforcement of the law as is here proposed, combined with the adoption of the Close 
Season recommended not merely as the best, but that whieh most reasonably may be 
calculated to protect the fisheries and produce co-operation. 

Complaints are made from some localities of a decrease in the fisheries, but these must 
be received with caution and consideration before conclusions are drawn therefrom, for 
rom the extension of means of fishing a less quantity may be taken at certain stations 
tvnust the gross produce is absolutely increased. 



H the regulations proposed in this Report shall, upon the whole, be deemed the most 
suitable to adopt, it Trill be evident that the proper course of proceeding will be by a 
special legislative measure, for though the powers are vested iu the Commissionera to make 
changes in the Close Time by bye-law, such a eouise wonld seem to he scarcely applicable 
to such a general change as is herein proposed, and as appears to ns to he necessaiw for 
the settlement of the question. J 

Against any system of mating separate seasons for different localities, we wish to record, 
as the result of the whole inquiry, our thorough conviction that it would be fatal to the 
best interests of the fisheries and the public — worse indeed than it was under the old 
laws, where the peculiar privileges ceded to individuals or classes created such a degree of 
individual interest and exertion, as in some degree counteracted the evil effects of a 
variable system of Close Time. 

In conclusion, whilst we anticipate much discussion and much difference of opinion on 
this “ vexed question,” we trust that the information collected will clear the way for. its 
adjustment, and that this Report, which has become so lengthened from a feeling of necessity 
to obviate difficulties in the settlement, may serve to narrow the limits for discussion, and 
lead to that cordial co-operation amongst all classes so essential for the improvement of 
the fisheries. 



•Office or Public Works, Dublin, 
15 th April, 1846. 



Wm. T. Mulvany. 

J. Redmond Barry. 
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INDEX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP PLACES IX WHICH INQUIRIES WERE HELD. 



Place. 


Couuty in which situate.! Page. 


Place. 


County in which situate. 


Pago. 


Baltina, . 

Ballyshannon, 

Banuon, 

Bantry, . 

Castlemaine, 

Cappoquin, 

Coleraine, 

Cork, 

Drogheda, 

Dublin, . 

Galway, 

Glenties, 

Gweedore, 

Kenmare, 






Mayo, . 
Donegal, 
Cork, . 

Do. . 
Kerry, . 
Waterford, 
Londonderry, 
Cork, . 
Loath, . 
Dublin, . 
Galway, 
Donegal, 

Do. . 
Kerrj', . 




152 

169 

39 

33 

23 

60 

118 

45 

137 

90 

144 

174 

176 

2a 


Killorglin, 

Larne, . 

Limerick, 

Londonderry, . 

New Ross, 

Rosstrevor, 

Skibbereen, 

Sligo, 

Strangford, 
Tarbert, 
Waterford, 
Westport, 
Wexford, . 


Kerry, . 
Antrim, 
Limerick, 
Londonderry, . 
Wexford, 

Down, . 

Cork, . 

Sligo, . 

Down, . 
Limerick, 
Waterford, 
Mayo, . 
Wexford, 


17 

142 

165 

104 

81 

141 

36 

154 

141 

160 

71 

148 

86 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP FISHERIES INQUIRED INTO. 



County in which situate. Page. 



Adrigoole, 
Annahincliy, 
Ardara, . 
Arrigadeen, 

Ass or Errive, . 

Ballycastle, 

Ealliuderry, 

Ballinabinch, 

Bailycroy, 

Baltina, . 
Ballysdarc, 
Ballyshannon, . 
Bullyness, 

Bandon, 

Bonn, . 

Barrow, . 

Bartra, . 

Bellclare, 

Berne or Rock, . 
Blackwater, 
Blackwater, 
Blackrock, 

Bonnet, . 

Boyne, . 

Brandon Bay, . 

Brickfields, 

Bundrowes, 

Bungosteeu, 

Bunlaghy, 

Burrishoole, 

Bush, 

Carlingford, 

Carra, . 
Carrigaline, 
Corrigan Head, . 
Cashen, 

Clady, . 
Clonderlaw Bay, 
Clonee, . 

Cluglier, 

Corker, . 

Costello, 

Culfin, . 

Curraan, 
Cushendall, 
Delphi, . 
Donemark, 
Downpatrick, . 
Dowrus, . 
DrumclifF, 
Dundmm, 
Dunlewy, 

Durrus, . 

Eask, 

Easky, . 

Eenagli, 

Erne, 

Fane, 

Faughan, 

FeaC . 

Finn, 

Foyle, . 

Galway or Corrib, 
Geal, 

Gheestha, 



Cork, . 

Do. . 

Donegal, 

Cork, 

Mayo, . 

Antrim, 

Do. . 

Galway, 

Mayo, . 

Do. . 

Sligo, . 

Donegal, 

Do. . 

Cork, 

Londonderry , 
Kilkenny, "Vvexford 

* Do’ ! 

Londonderry, 

Waterford, 

Kerry, . 

Cork, . 

Sligo, . 

Louth, . 

Kerry, . 

Cork, . 

Leitrim, 

Donegal, 

Do. . 

Antrim, 

Louth, . 

Kerry, . 

Cork, . 

Donegal, 

Kerry, 

Donegal, 

Clare, . 

Kerry, . 

Mayo, . 

Donegal, 

Galway, 

Do. . 

Kerry, . 

Antrim, 

Mayo, . 

Cork, . 

Down, . 

Galway, 

Sligo, . 

Down, . 

Donegal, 

Cork, . 

Donegal, 

Mayo, . 

Kerry, . 
Donegal, 

Louth, . 

Londonderry, 

Kerry, . 

Londonderry, 

Londonderry, 

Galway, 

Kerry, . 

Do. . 



Glaumire, 

Gleuarm, 

Glengoriff, 

Glenamoy, 

Glensliesk, 

Glyde, . 

Gola Island, 
Goolamore, 
lien, 

Iuishhoff, 

Inishduff, 

Inishkeel, 

Inislisirrer, 

Inishtraliul, 

Inver, . 

Kenmare, 

Killieries, 

Killybegs, 

Lacagh, . 

Lauey, . 

Larue, . 

Laune, . 

Lee, 

Lifi'ey, . 

Lough Anina, . 
Lough Ea, 

Lougli Derg, 

Lough Naming, 
Lough Neagh, . 
Lough Nillan, . 
Lough Melvin, . 
Loughros Beg, . 
Loughros More, 
Lougli Veagh, . 
Magilligan, 

Maine, . 

Maine, . 
M‘Swyne’s Bay, 
Moy, 

Mulkear, 
Mullaghmore, . 
Munhim, 

Nenagh, 

Newport, 

Nore, 

Owenavarra, 

Oweuea, 

Owenmore, 

Owentocker, 

Portbradden, 

Portmoon, 

Portnacross, 

Portuoo, 

Portstewart, 

Portrush, 

Poulmounty 

Rathmelton, 

Redbay, 

Renvyle, 

Roe, 

Roughty, 

Rye, 

Scoriff, . 

Shannon, (Lower,) 
Shannon, (Upper,' 



Cork, 
Antrim, 
Kerry, . 
Mayo, . 
Antrim, 
Louth, . 
Donegal, 
Mayo, . 
Cork, . 
Donegal, 
Do. . 
Do. . 
Do. . 
Do. . 



56 
143 
34 
153 
120 
137 
180 
152 1 
36 
179 
176 
175 
179 
179 



Kerry, . 

Galway and Mayo, 
Donegal, 

Do. . 

Cork, . 

Antrim, 

Kerry, . 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 

Donegal, 

Do. . 

Galway, Tipperaryl 
Donegal, 

Do. . 

Leitrim, 

Donegal, 

Do. , 

Do. . 
Londonderry, 
Kerry, . 

Antrim, 

Donegal, 

Mayo, . 

Limerick, 

Sligo, . 

Mayo, . 
Tipperary, 

Mayo, . 

Kilkenny, 
Wexford, 

Donegal, 

Mayo, . 

Donegal, 

Antrim, 

Do. 

Donegal, 

Do. 

Londonderry, 

Do. 

Wexford, 

Donegal, 

Antrim, 

Galway, 
Londonderry, 
Kerry, 

Donegal, 

Clare, . 

Limerick & Clare, 
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Fishery. 


County in which situate. 


Page. 


Fishery. 


County in which situate. 


Page. 


Shimna, 

Slaney, . 

Sligo, . . ' 

Snave, . 

Sneem, . 

Spiddal, . | 


Down, . 
Wexford, 
Sligo, . 
Cork, . 

Galway, 


141 

87 

154-159 

33 

29 

146 


St. John’s Point, 
Strand, . 

Suir, 

Teelin Head, 

Tor Head, 

Tory Island, 
Tullaghan, 


Donegal, 
Londonderry, . 
Waterford, ’ 
Donegal, 
Antrim, 
Donegal, 

Mayo, . 


173-173 

128 

73 

173 

118 

152 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OP PERSONS EXAMINED, OR PROM WHOM COMMUNICATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED. 



Profession or Occupation 



County in whieh Fishery 



Adair, Mr. 

Aliern, William . 
Armstrong, Alexander . 
Atkinson, Mr. Edward . 

Bacon, Anthony . 

Barrett, John 
Bastable, Charles 
Becher, Diehard H. H., esq. 
Beirne, James 
Blacker, Lieut.-Colonel . 
Boyce, John, jun., esq. . 
Browne, Thomas . 

Browne, Dominick 
Browne, George . 

Browne, Janies 
Bryan, Edmond . 

Bryan, Edward . 
Buchanan, Francis 
Bullen, Mr. William 
Butler, James, esq. 

Butler, James, jun., esq. 

Callaghan, Mr. John 
Campbell, William 
Campbell, James . 
Campion, Henry, esq. 
Carley, Joseph 
Carroll, Eichard . 

Carroll, Patrick . 

Casey, Thomas . 

Cassidy, Mr. Patrick 
Caulfield, Mr. Patrick . 
Clancy, Thomas . 

Clear, Mr. William 
Clifford, Cornelius 
Coddington, — , esq. 

Coffee, John 
Coghran, Mr. George 
Coleman, Denis . 

Connell, John 
Connigle, Terence 
Connor, Patrick . 

Cooper, John 
Corkery, Mr. John Brien 
Cotter, Mr. John . 

Cox, Mr. Pierce . 
Crinnion, Michael 
Croker, JohnDillon.esq., j.p 
Crooke, Mr. William 
Cruise, John 
Cullen, William . 

Dale, William • . 

Daly, Samuel 
Daniel, Mr. Isaac. 

Deeny, James 
Delahunty, Edward 
Delany, Edward . 
Dempsey, Patrick 
De Moleyns, Eev. Win. A. 
Dickson, Mr. Hugh 
Dobhyn, Michael, esq. 
Dodd, Mr. H. W. . 
Dogherty, James . 
Duckett, Henry . 

Duggan, Patrick . 
Dunravcn, Lord . 

Eaton, John' 

Eccles, Mr. Thomas 
Elliott, George 
Elliott, Alexander, esq. . 
Elphinston, John 
Enright, John 
Evans, Mr. Robert 
Evans, James N., esq. 
Evanson, Mr. E. T. 



Agent 

I Fisherman ' . 
Water-bailiff 
Manager of fishery 

Angler 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Band proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor 
Sec. to Fishery Asst 
Fisherman . 
Water-bailiff 
Fisherman . 

Fishery agent 
Water-bailiff 
Ditto and fisherman 
Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Proprietor of fishery 

Fishery agent 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Sec. to Fishery Assoc. 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Steward 
Fisherman . 

Mill owner . 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Fish factor . 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Ditto and farmer 
Clerk of petty sessions 
Weir owner 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor ' . 



Ditto 

Ditto 

Manager of fishery 
Fisherman . 
Water-bailiff 
Fisherman • . 

Ditto 

Eeetor 

Manager of fishery 
Weir owner 
Fish factor . 
Fisherman . 
Lessee of fishery 
Water-bailiff 
Land proprietor 

Water-bailiff 
Farmer 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Farmer 

Agent 

Fanner 



Eask 

Suir 

Foyle . 

Moy or Ballina . 



Lee 

Een 

Inver 

Lough Neagh. 
Upper Shannon. 
Lifi'ey . 

Ass or Errive . 
Ballysadare 
Lower Shannon 
Upper Shannon 
Nore 

Eathmelton 
Bandon . 
Curraan 
Ditto . 

Liffey * 

Lough Foyle 



Glyde . 

Glyde and Dee 
Bundrowes 
Delphi . 

Upper Shannon. 
Lee 

Carra . 

Boyne . 

Carra . 

Lough Foyle 
Lee 

Boyne . 

Erne 
Carra 
Maine . 

Snave . 
Bandon . 
Barrow . 
Blackrock 
Blackwater 
Lee 

Lough Foyle 
Liffey . 



Glenarm 

Snave and Ballylicky 
Foyle and Faughan 
Lough Foyle 
Barrow . 

Suir 

Liffey . 

Laune . 

Ballyeastle & Carrickarede 
Suir 

Laune . 

Kenmare 
Boyne . 

Fisheries generally. 



Barrow . 

Snave . 

Suir 

Feal . 

Fane 
Upper Shannon. 



Donegal. 
Waterford. 
L.Derry, Donegal. 
Mayo. 

Dublin. 

I Limerick. Clare. 

| Cork. 

1 Cork. 

Donegal. 



Dublin. 

Mayo. 

Sligo. 

Limerick, Clare. 

Kilkenny. 

Donegal. 

Cork. 

Kerry. 

Kerry. 

Cork. 

Dublin. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 
Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Wexford. 
Waterford. 

Louth. 

Louth. 

Donegal. 

Cork. 

Kerry. 

Derry, Donegal. 
Cork. 

Louth. 

Donegal. 

Antrim. 

Cork. 

Cork. 

Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Cork, Waterford. 
Cork. 

Cork. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 
Dublin. 

Antrim. 

Cork. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 
L.Derry, Donegal. 
Wexford, Kilkenny. 
Waterford. 

Dublin. 

Kerry. 

Antrim. 

Waterford. 

Kerry. 

Kerry. 

Kerry. 

Louth. 



Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Cork. 

Waterford. 

Kerry. 

Louth. 

Cork. 

Donegal, 

Cork. 
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Ferguson, Hugh . 

Ferris, James 
Ffennell, William J., esq. 
Fforde, Francis, esq.' 
Finglass, Bernard 
Fitzpatrick, Michael 
Flynn, Thomas . 

Foley, James 
Foley, Patrick, esq. 

Foot, Mr. Edward 
Forster, Francis, esq. 
French, John, esq. 

Friburn, William 

Gallagher, Michael 
Gallagher, Owen . 
Gallagher, Edward 
Gallagher, James . 

Gass, Mr. John . 

Gibson, John 
Glin, The Knight of 
Godfrey, William, esq. . 
Golloek, Mr. Lewis 
Greene, — , esq. . 

Gregg, Mr. William 
Gregor, Mr. John 
Griffith, Mr. John 

Hamilton, Lieut, e.n. 
Haruett, Dan. Creagh, esq. j.i 
Harris, Thomas, esq. 

Hart, George Vaughan, esq. 
Hector, James 
Hector, John 
Hendlj', James 
Kennedy, John 
Henry, David 
Hewson, George, esq. 
Hickey, James 
Hickson, Mr. 

Hillanan, Edward 
Hildebrand, Mr. . 

Hodnett, Sir. John 
Hodnett, Mr. Thomas P. 
Horan, John 
Hudson, Mr. John H: 
Hughes, Andrew 
Hunt, John 
Hunter, Mr. 

Hussey, Joseph 
Hutchins, Mr; 



Profession or Occupation. 



179 I Irvine, John 
71 [ Izod, Major William 



Jackson, Geo. Bennett, esq. 
Johnson, Mr. Walter 
Johnstone, Robert St.George 
Jones, Thomas . . 

Julian, Christopher, esq. 

Kane, John 
Kane, Terence . • 
Kavenagh, James . 

Keane, Sir Richard, hart 
Keays, Christopher J., e 
Kelly, Maurice 
Kelly, Charles 
Kelly, John - 
Kendrigan, James 
Keogh, Mr. Richard 
Kerrigan, Brian . 
Kimberly, F. E. . 
Kirkwood, John . 

Knox, S. W. esq. . 

Knox, Mr. 

Lane, Thomas B. esq. 

Lane, William, esq. 

Langan, Thaddeus 
Leahy, Henry, esq. • 

Lees, John Catlicart, esq 
Lewis, William, esq. 

Lipsett, Mr. Thomas 
Little, George 
Logue, Charles 
Lyon, Timothy . 

Magee, Mr. Patrick 
Maguire, Philip . 

Mahony, Rev. Denis 
Mahony, John 
Malley, Edward . 

Malone, William . 



Lessee of fishery 
Fisherman . 

Land Proprietor 
Ditto 

Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Farmer 
Agent 

Land proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Lessee of fishery 
Water-bailiff 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Fish factor . 

Ditto 

Land proprietor 
Proprietor of fishery 
Fanner 

Agent to Irish Society 
Lessee of fishery 
Accountant 
Manager of fishery 

Insp. Com. Coast Guard| 
Land proprietor 
Barrister • . 

Land proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Water-bailiff 
Manager of fishery 
Land proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Agent 

Fisherman . 

Agent 
Weir owner 
Ditto and fish factor 
Angler 

Superin. Boyne Navig. 
Fisherman . 

Fish factor . 

Agent 

Fish factor . 

Sec. to Fishery Assoc. 

Agent 

Land proprietor 
Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Barrister 
Fisherman . 

Land and fisheryprop. 

Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Land proprietor 
| Fish merchant and 
weir owner 
Fisherman . 

Fish factor . 

Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery . 
Fisherman • . 

Ditto 

Gamekeeper 

Solicitor 

Proprietor of fishery 

Sec. to Fishery Assoc. 
Solicitor 
Fisherman . 

Agent 

Land Proprietor 
Agent 

Manager of fishery 
Ditto 
Clerk 

Fisherman , 

Merchant 
Fisherman . 

Proprietor of fishery 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 



Glenamoy 
Laune 
Suir 

Lough Xeagli. 

Boyne . 

Blaekwater 
Easkv . 

I Carra 
I Blaekwater 
Ditto . 

Clady . 

lien, Annohincliy, &Rowry| 
Erne 

Munhim and Owenmore 
Laeagli . 

Clady . 

Ditto . 

Liffey . 

Portrush 
Lower Shannon 
Blaekwater 
Lee 

Portrush 
Foyle 

Baun and Lough Neagli. 

Mullaghmore . 

Lower Shannon 
Suir, Nore, Barrow 
Lacagh . 

Slaney and Owenevarragh 
Lower Shannon 
Blaekwater 
Blaekwater 
Foyle and Fauglmn 
Cashen . 

Suir 

Roughty 
Rathmelton 
Ass or Errive 
Blaekwater 
Lower Shannon 
Hen 
Boyne 
Roe 
Barrow 
Sliirana 
Bandon 
Suave 



Countj- in which Fisheij- 



Mayo. 

Kerry. 

Waterford. 

Louth. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Mayo. 

Kerry. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Do. 

Donegal. 

Cork. 

Donegal. 

Mayo. 

Donegal. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dublin. 
Londonderry. 
Limerick, Clare. 
Kerry. 

Cork. 

Londonderry. 

Do. 

Do. 



Bnninver 
Nore 

Blaekwater 
Boyne . 

Bundrowes & Lough] 

Carra 
Cashen . 

Glenarm 
Upper Shannon 
Barrow . 

Blaekwater • 

Lanne, Carra, Blaekwater. 

Lee, and Shannon. 

Suir 

Rathmelton 
Ballycastle 
Killieries 
Galway or Corrib 
Drumcliff 
Liffey 
Boyne 

Antrim and L. Derry coast| 
Cluglier . 



Glanmire 
Roe 

Easky . 

Lanne . 
Bundrowes &Lou( 
Liffey . 
Ballyshannon 
Foyle 

Rathmelton' 

Carra 

Barrow . 

Suir 

Blaekwater 

Suir 

Renvyle . 

Boyne . 



Sligo. 

Limerick, Clare. 

Donegal. 

Wexford. 

Limerick, Clare. 
Cork, Waterford. 
Kerry. 

Londonderry-. 

Kerry. 

Waterford. 

Kerry. 

Donegal. 

Mayo. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Limerick, Clare. 
Cork. 

Louth. 

Londonderry. 
Wexford, Kilkenny. 
Down. 

Cork. 

I)o. 

Donegal. 

Kilkenny. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Louth. 

Leitrim. 

Kerry. 

Do. 

Antrim. 

Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Cork, Waterford. 



Cork, Waterford. 
Donegal. 

Antrim. 

Mayo, Galway. 
Galway. 

Sligo. 

Dublin. 

Louth. 



Mayo. 

Cork. 

Donegal. 

Mayo. 

Kerry. 

Leitrim. 

Dublin. 

Donegal. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 
Donegal. 

Kerry. 

Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Waterford. 

Kerry. 

Waterford. 

Galway. 

Louth. 
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Martin, Abraham, esq. 
Matthews, Stephen 
Maxwell, J. P., esq. 
M‘Afee, William . 
M'Allendon, Owen 
M ‘Allion, Joint . 
M'Auley, John . 
M'Auley, James . 
M'Auliffe, Patrick 
M ‘Bride, Mr. John 
M‘ Car thy, Daniel, esq. 
McCarthy, Denis, esq. 
M'Carthy, Florence, esq. 
M'Carthy, Charles . 

■McCarthy, , esq. 

M'Corkell, — — , esq. 
M‘Ooy, Arcliy 
M'Elligott, Thomas 
M'Evitt, Patrick . 
M‘Hale, John 
M'Intosh, Mr. Jolmstone 
M'Kirgan, Mr. Daniel 
M'Mineman, Mr. Daniel 
M'Nulty, Edward 
Meade, Mr. Adam 
Miller, John 
Miller, Alexander, esq., 
Miller, Allan . 

Molouy, Mr. Daniel 
Morgan, Mr. James 
Moriarty, John 
Moore, Andrew . 

Morris, Martin, esq., j.i* 
Morrison,- John . 
Morton, Mr. Daniel 
Movnahan, Michael 
Mulliem, Richard 
Mann, John, esq. 
Murphy, Denis . 
Murphy, Denis . 
Murphy, James, esq. 
Murphy, John 
Murphy, Edward . 
Murphy, Michael . 
Murphy, Philip . 
Murray, Mr. Patrick 



O’Connell, Maurice, esq. . 
O’Connor,- Francis 
O'Donnel,- Sir E. A. 
O’Donohoe, Michael 
O’Dowd, Mr. John 
O’Flaherty, Mr. G. F. . 
O'Keefe, Mr. Keefe 
Olpliert, Wybrants, esq. . 
O’Malley, Edward, esq. . 
O’Neill, Mr. A. N. 

O’Neill, Richard . 

O’Neill, Mr. Robert 
O’Sullivan, Daniel 
O’Sullivan, Mr. Timothy 
O'Sullivan, Daniel 
O’Sullivan, Mr. Philip . 
O'Sullivan, Eugene, esq. . 
Owen, Patrick 

Palmer, Thomas . 

Poskins, John 
Payne, Mr. John . 

Power, Thomas . , 

Purdon, Simon G., esq. d.l. 

Quinn, Lewis 

Raines, Andrew . . 

llodding, John 
Regan, Brian 
Reilly, Peter , 

Rennie, John 
Reynett, Mr. Nathaniel . 
Robertson, John . . 

Rogers, William . 

Rogers, Terence . 

Ronayne, Mr. Thomas . 
Ryan, Stephen 

Scally, James . 

Scott, Hugh, esq, ' . 
Sealy, Rev. Armiger 
Shenhan, Daniel . 

Sh'eill, Miss Alicia 
Simntondsi Charles 
Simpson, Alexander 



Proprietor of fishery 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor 
Manager of fishery 
Fisherman . 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Lessee of fishery 
Ditto 

Land proprietor 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Farmer 
Barrister 
Solicitor 

Lessee of fishery , . 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Manager of fishery 
Lessee of fishery 
Ditto 

Water-bailiff 
Farmer 
Fisherman . 

Land proprietor . 
Lessee of fishery 
Fishery agent 
Weir owner 
Ditto 

Manager of fishery 
Land proprietor 
Lessee of fishery 
Ditto 
Fisherman 
Ditto 
Merchant 
Fisherman 
Ditto 

Land proprietor 
Water-bailiff 
Carpenter . 



Water-bailiff 
Lessee of fishery 

Land proprietor 
Manager of fishery 
Land and fishery prop. 
Fish factor . 

Lessee of fishery 

Mill owner 
Land proprietor 

Weir owner. 

•Steward 

Lessee of fishery 
Fisherman . 

Farmer 
Fisherman . 

Lessee of fishery 
Agent 

Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Manager of fishery 
Ditto 

Fishery agent 
Land proprietor 

Water-bailiff 

Fisherman . 

Ditto . _ . 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Weir owner 
Lessee of fishery 
Fisherman . 

Ditto 

Weir owner &fish mer. 
Fisherman . 

Manager of fishery 
Lessee of fishery 
Laud proprietor 
Fisherman . 

Lessee of fishery 
Manager of fishery . 
Fisherman . .- 



Sligo . . 

Barrow . . ’ 

Downpatrick . 

Owenea and Oweutocker 
Lough Neagh . 

Roe 

Cushendall 
Ditto 

Lower Shannon 
Lacagh . 

Roughty 
Ditto 
Ditto 
lien 
Lee 



Longh Foyle 
Portbradden 
Feal 

Lifley . 

Bartra . 

Bandon . 

Magilljgan 
Finn . . 

Lough Melvin 
Bandon . . 

Ditto . . 

Ballycastle - 
Portmoon 
Clonderlaw Bay 
Carrigaline . 

Maine . 

Bandon . 

Spiddal . 

Portstewart 
Lower Shannon 
Lee 

Lough Foyle 
Ditto . 

Laune . 

Carra . 

Lee 
Lee 

-Barrow . 

• Slaney- . 

Barrow . 

Costello . 

Burriskoole 

Cum an 
Costello 
Newport and Ballycroy 
Lee 

Eenagh; Carra, -Brandon Bay 
Onghterard 
Lee - . 

Ballyness 
Spiddal . 

Liffey 

Berne and Strand 
Carra 
. Cnrraan 
Eenagh . 

Clonee . 

Cnrraan 
' Boyne - . 

Bandon . 

Owenavarra 
Bandon . 

Laune and Carra 
Upper Shannon. 

Balliuderry & LougliNeagh I 



Sligo . 

Cushendall 

Tor Head and Ballycastle 
Blackwater 

Ballinaliinch and Renvyle 

Portbradden 

Sligo 

Blackwater 
Barrow . 

Bush 

Inver - . 

Arrigadeen . • . 

Lower Shannon ’ 
Ballyshannon . 

Bellclare 

Glenshesk J - . • 



Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Down. 

Donegal. 

I Londonderry. 
Antrim. 

Do. 

Limerick, Clare. 
Donegal. 



Cork. 

Do. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 
Antrim. 

Kerry. 

Dublin. 

Mayo. 

Cork. 

Londonderry. 

Do. 



Antrim. 

Do. 

Clare. 

Cork. 

Cork.’ 

Galway. 

Londonderry. 

Limerick. 

Cork. 

L.Derry, Donegal. 



J Kilkenny, Wexford. 
Kilkenny, Wexford. 

Galway. 

Mayo. 

Kerry. 

Galway. 

Cork.' 

Galway. 

Cork. 

Donegal. 

| Galway. 

Dublin. 

Londonderry. 

Kerry.- 



Cork. 

Wexford. 

Cork. 



Do. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Gahvay. 

Antrim. 

Sligo. 

Cork, Waterford. 
Kilkenny, Wexford, 

Antrim. 

Donegal. 

Cork. 

Limerick. 

Donegal. 

Mayo. 

Antrim. 
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APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS, &c. 



Pago. 


Names. 


Profession or Occupation. 


Fishery to which Evidence 
refers. 


County in which Fishery 
is situate. 


116 


Smith, Thomas . 


Ditto 


Lough Fovle 


L.Derry, Donegal. 


137 


Stafford, Mr. Hugh 


Land proprietor 


Glyde and Dee . 


Loutli. 


66 




Ditto 


Blackwater 


Cork, Waterford. 


104 


Stewart, Sir James 


Proprietor of fishery 


Rathmelton 


Donegal. 


156 


Stewart, John 


Manager of fishery 


Sligo 


Sligo. 


18 


Sugrue, John 


Water-bailiff 


Gheestlia 


Kerry. 


30 


Sullivan, Owen 


Fisherman . 


Roughty 


Do. 


31 






Kenmare 


Do. 


49 


Sullivan, Murty . 


Ditto 


Laney and Lee . 


Cork. 


62 


Swaine, Sir. Robert 


Farmer 


Blackwater 


Cork, Waterford. 


34 


Sweeny, Patrick . 


Fisherman . 


Snave, Adrigoole, and 
Donemark 


Cork. 


17 


Tangney, Robert . 


Water-bailiff 


Laune . 


Kerry. 


76 


Tobin, Thomas . 


Fisherman . 


Suir 


Waterford. 


146 


Tracv, James 


Ditto 


Spiddal . 


Galway. 


174 


Tredennick, Rev. George 


Rector 


Fisheries generally. 


137 


Upton, Mr. 




Glyde . 


Louth. 


23 


Walker, Mr. John 


Farmer 


Maine . 




42 


Walsh, John 


Fisherman . 


Bandon . 




49 


Walsh, Daniel 


Ditto 


Lee 


Do. 


88 


Walsh, Mr. John . 


Merchant 


Slaney . 




128 


Watson, Mr. John 


Lessee of fishery 


Downhill 


Londonderry. 


57 


Webber. E., esq. . 




Lee 


Cork. 


177 


Weir, Mr. George 


Lessee of fishery 


Lacagh . 


Donegal. 


93, 100 


TV orthington, Robert, esq. 


Proprietor of fishery 


LifFey 


Dublin. 


115 


Young, Edward . 


Fishermau . 


Lough Foyle 


Londonderry. 



SUBJECTS REFERRED TO BY SOME OF THE WITNESSES ONLY. 

ho por» 

Indox 



As nearly all tho pi „ . - 

the law, 4:c- , an Index in reference to these mattors would he merely a direction to e' 
therefore, and tho Fishery to which tho evidence refers, haring hcon given, it remains hi 



to particularize the subjects to u-liich loforoi 



Page. 

Amendments of the Act suggested, 45, 46, 64, 96, 
100, 125, 129, 131, 172 

Angling : 

Encouragement of— 

BaUinahinch, 

Bunclrowes, . 

Nore, 

Ou-enea, Qwentoeker, &c. 

Restriction to — 

Boyne, 

Lee, 



Liffey, 

Roughly, 

Sligo, 

Regulations for- 
Bush, 

Sligo, 

Snave, 

Assessment for Protection 



123, 136 
. 157 



Bag Set Fishery, 87, 97, 



Fisheries, 46, 161, 
165, 166, 167, 172 
I, 100, 119, 128, 142, 146, 
149, 153, 162, 173, 175 
123, 140, 154, 167, 174 



Eel Fishery, 

Gilpin, . . . . . .142 

Gravelling and Fry : 

Opinions as to Natural History of— 

Boyce, John, jun., esq. 

Brown, Thomas, . 

Coleman, Denis, . 

Cotter, Mr. John, 

Croker, John Dillon, esq,. 

Crooke, W., esq. . 

Daniel, Sir. Isaac, 

Ffennell, W. J., esq. 

Foley, Patrick, esq. 

Foot, Mr. E. 

Gallagher, Owen, 

Gollock, Mr. Lewis, 

Hendley, James, . 

Johnstone, R. St. George, 

Mahony, John, . 

Sullivan, Murty, . 

Webber, E., esq. . 

Worthington, R., esq. 

Herring Fishery, . S3, 90, 113, 115, 135, 175 
Minimum Penalties : 

Opinions in reference to, 60, 72, 75, 129, 161, 166 

Obstructions : 

Annahinchy, 

Ballysadare, 

Bonn, 

Barrow, . 

Blackwater (Waterford), 

Blackwater (Meath), 



130, 131 



146, 147 
, 113-116, 151, 179 



Obstructions : 

Boyne, 

Carragaline, 

Clydagb, . 

Costello, . 

Downpatrick, 

Dowrus, . 

Fauglian, . 

Foyle, 
lien, 

Lee, 

LifFey, 

Maine, 

Nore, 

Pouliuounty, 

Spiddal, . 

Oyster Fishery, . 

Piers and Harbours, want of, 143, 175, 176, 179, 180 
Pollen Fishery, . 131, 132, 133, 137, 171 

Paper in reference to, . . .134 

Protection : 

Advantages consequent on, 20, 29, 32, 55, 56, 83, 
109, 109, 151 

Associations for, 33, 39, 60, 62, 73, 84, 165, 168 , 171 
Season : 

Papers, Letters, Memorials, &c. in reference to 

Dunraven, Lord, . 

Evans, Mr. Robert, 

Fishermen of Blackrock, 

, , Barrow, 

,, Nore, 

Fishery Association, Nore, 

Glin, Knight of, and others, 

Hector, James, . 

Leahy, Henry, esq. 

Lessees of Fisheries, Antrim, . 124, 136 

Martin, Abraham, esq. . 

Moleyns, Rev. William De, 

Sheil, Miss Alicia, 

Webber, E., Esq. 

Worthington, Robert, esq. . 93, 100 , 102 
Sprat Fishery, . 40, 63, 68, 69, 77, 78, 181-193 

Stake Nets, . 63, 54, 67, 100, 109, 110, 162-164 
Tributary Rivers to the— 

Barrow, •. 

Blackwater, 

Bundrowes, 

Corrib, 

Lacagh, 

Laune, 

Lee, . 

Nore, 

Shannon, 

Water-bailiffs, instructions to. 

Appointments of, 



170 

147 
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APPENDIX, No. II. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



SALMON FISHERIES— CLOSE SEASON. 

Evidence taken before William T. Molvanv and J . Redmond Barry, Esnrs .. 

at Killorglin, Co. Kerry, Wednesday, November is, IS43. Api.rkbklKo. il 

S ™' , .p?»',p°. r IxaI,mT -— The Inters Launs, Carra, Maine, and their several Trii,i- 

, RIES, AND ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING IN CaSTLEMAINE OR DlVOTE 

WIT " ™ »«■*»» - «■ adaacent Coast, i“bd,™ ^ilenx“ 

J’ HE liei '- W,n - De Moleyns who applied to the Board for an alteration nf r-i 

The Lacne. 

+1 T £ n 9‘ m J> swo ™ — Lives at Gerrameen, near Ivillorglin ; is engaged in wit cl.. 'no- 

tl» Rivers Gerrameen, Ourcagh, Flesk, Finnaoiv, Aiighgarilf. and Sk-nlc nate- ■ if® 

Been so employed for the last fifteen years, off and on The hreedhiffitlfw i d h ? 

October, m the Keenadnff; they eoninence hreeding there the 1 st NoremW 3 UP “ 

beghile fpawnln o^ThtE 

j£S 

milts; some are hroim and some white. A fisherman fishing in the lake SnE fst 
January and 11th February would catch black Salmon wliichliad not bred they vmv 
often iet out fifteen or twenty of them ; bat they would also catch some good in thS 

So? Mo J Pe ?, 0n , S after tl,G lst would Let 

(leal of black Salmon ; and it would be injurious to the fishery if they killed all^hev 
caught; but it would not be injurious if the proprietors could depend upon the fishermen 

S™ed th ° lel JanU "- T tk ” e ™' ld le bepawed „n7S 

Mr. Mulvany. Would not the fish wliieh got up from November to January ho caught 
nbo\ e, if all were permitted to fish in the latter month ?. 7 C gm 

They may or may not ; of course, they have been caught. The people above 
would find it their interest to prevent those below from fishing during Novembei- Decern 
bei and January It would he the interest of those below to allow the fish to go up 
early as they would have the return coming down ; and, as far as money goes, the people 
above have the same interest in an early fishery. The fish going up in December, when 
they remain in the lake, are generally sold for a less price. Last January had only the 
SL°!ll + T g Pf S T erved « P a £ of ** Close Season in these rivers; dkft nets weJe 
hauled all through January and December, and up to 12th February ; in fact, all throurii 
the year. Is acquainted with the fisheries both above and below as a water-b ailiff The 
fish are in the fattest condition in April; in the upper part they show roe and milt in 
May. .key never cease runrnng through the year; but there is a check in September 
A"* 1 ' 6 SP Ta and an , earl T > t]l ose which run up early spawn first, and 

those which go up late, spawn late. Fish spawn between Killorglin and the lake • he has 
seen scours at the Badge of Killorglin. The Salmon begin to work at the scours in the 
upper lakes, and River Gerrameen, the lst November, and continue to the latter end of 
December. In frosty and dry years they stop working on the scours on or about the lst 
t^ U a 7‘ , A-,,7,f- ake nverf ! the s P aw '™g commences earher ; the fish scorn-’ there 

from IS ovember tdl Christmas, and they then fail back into the Flesk. The weight of the 
fish scour from December till the end of January, and all have finished 11th February, 
lish taken after the 12th August in the lake are full of pea; and they are therefore 
breeding fish Spents are found in the lake in March and April ; they are caught by rods 
mid nets coming down into the sea. There is no mill-weir or other impediment between 
Killorglin and the lake ; but there are mill-weirs on the spawning rivers. The greatest 
eXbf+lff Come , d ? wn “ February, March, and April, .and many of them are 

. f M theE 1 ,f he tune of descent depends on the water. Some Fry come down in 
S ol nd + the M gre ^ “ April and Ma y- There are four fisheries on the kke 
Herh^f m ‘ He i ert , f Muckross - Lord Keninare, Mr. Shine Lawlor, and Mr. 

Herbert of Cahimane. The lake is haxiled from the shore in particular spots. Before the 

D 



Tributaries of tiie 
Laune. 

Spawning. 



Mode of fishing. 
January fish. 



Proportion of good 
and bad fish in 
January. 



Observance of 
Close Season. 



April fish. 
Spawning. 



August fish. 

Spents. 

Obstacles. 



Fry. 

Lake fisheries. 



Comparative supply. 
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ArrESDix, No. II. 
The Laune. 

Modes of fishing. 
Fishing time. 

Draught nets. 

Protection. 

Peal. 



Decrease. 



Spa wuing. 

The Gheestlia. 
Spawning. 

The Spents. 

The Lame and Carra. 
August fish. 



fisliing was pursued so actively they used to take eighty or a hundred Salmon in a haul ; 
hut now there is no haul in which forty are caught. The fishery is not worse since the 
late Act passed ; and since the stake nets were removed, the fishery in the lake is rather 
better ; but it would he much more so if the weekly Close Time was observed more 
strictly. The only modes of fishing adopted above are with cross-line, rods, and hauling. 
The best time for beginning to fish, in the upper part, would he the 1st January, 
in a money point of view ; hut that woidd not be the best for the public. The length 
of the draught nets is thirty yards ; they are longer than the breadth of the river at low 
•water : and it would do a great injury to the fishery to shorten them. They never 
could fish at high water if any thing was taken off the nets. There are at present no 
water-bailiffs on the upper parts. Peal begin to run up about the 20th May ; they are 
from two to three pounds weight. Peal and Salmon go up together, and me killed to- 
gether. If there were one season for the Laune, and another for the Carra, the people 
of one river would certainly kill the fish of the other in the Close Time. The Flesk is the 
best spawning river till the latter end of the season, and then the Laune and Geestha are 
the best ; persons fishing in the Laune often fish from bank to bank, and fix them nets in 
that position. Tho fish begin to lose their curd as soon as they go up to the fresh water. 
The fishery is of less value now than fifteen years ago. More black Salmon woidd be 
killed in the lake in January than in February or March. Would rather have one Salmon 
in January than three in May ; he has known sixteen or eighteen black Salmon to be killed 
in January. 

James Ferris, sworn. — Lives at Kilbonane, and is a cot-fisherman on the Laune these 
twenty-six years. One of the best reaches of the river for cot-fishing is where he lives, 
about four miles above Killorglin, near Beauford Bridge. Spawning commences the 1st 
November, and continues to about the 1st January ; sometimes saw an odd fish after the 
1st January that had not spawned. Saw the fish scorning in pairs in the fords ; the great 
bulk of them have spawned in January. Fishes with a net and pair of cots ; the net is 
from seventy to seventy-two meshes deep ; when fishing they run the two boats together, 
and haul up the fish when it strikes the net. 

John Sufjrue, sworn. — Has been a water-bailiff these four years on the Gheestha, which 
river flows into the Laune, about three miles from Killorglin. The great body of the fish 
cease to scour iu that river on the 16th January. There is no fishery in the Gheestha. Saw 
fish spawning there after the 8tli February, but it was only an odd one. Persons angle in 
this river. Never saw white Salmon there before the 1st August. The spents come down 
from tliis river to the Laune in January, and on till March. 

Christopher J. Keays,esq., sworn. — Is twenty-two years connected with the fishery trade 
of Killorglin, and has bought fish at all seasons. Fish caught from the 1st to 20th August, 
is merchantable. There is scarcely any difference between the fish taken then and that 



caught in May and June. The spring fish is the best ; that taken from January to April is 
November fish. in fine condition. Saw as good fish taken in November and December as in any month in 
the year. Saw a greater quantity of good fish taken in Ronayne’s weir, in November, than 
in January ; but he speaks of one particular year. There were bad also taken with the good 
in November. The one-third is bad in the beginning of that month. The milt and pea 
are scarcely developed in November. Commences to manufacture the fish in June, when 
Value of tlic fisheries, the Peal come in. Between £5,000 and £6,000 are paid for fish at Killorglin ; this includes 
Prices. what is paid for the Water rifle fish. The prices are, for Spring fish, Is, per pound ; for 

Summer fish, 3-kZ. ; and for May fish, 6 cl. They have five or six ice-houses, and sufficient ice 
for the trade, so that they do not find it necessary to import any. They send the fish to 
England packed in ice, and sometimes pickled ; the supply of ice fails occasionally. Buys the 
Peal ami Spring fish, greatest number of good Spring fish in April, and the greatest quantity of Peal in June. In 
case of contract there is more money paid in April, than in any other month. Gets only a 
The Carra. small quantity from the Laune in March. Knows and buys the Carra fish. The greatest 

December fish. quantity of fish he got from the Carra in 1834, was in December, and it was of the finest 

Difference between quality. There is a great difference in quality between the fish taken in the lake, and that 
the river and tide- taken in the river and tideway ; one-twentieth of the money paid for fish was for lake fish ; 

way fish. but this relates to a more remote period. The nearer the fish is to the sea the better it 

is. Does not purchase unmerchantable fish ; and often objects to the lake fish owing to its 
discolouration ; has used it for pickling, but does not mix it with other fish in boiling ; 
obtains oil from the manufactured fish. The brown fish is not so marketable as the white, 
but still it is good to eat; this all depends upon taste. Heard that very few bad fish 
Exports. were taken in Honayne’s weir. Them trade with London commenced in 1824; . and he 

has sent so many as 200 boxes of Salmon to London in a month. Has known fish to be 
sent to Bristol; and having been opened there, was repacked and sent to London — hence, 
the returns furnished to the House of Lords of the quantity of fish sent from Ireland to 
the London market, must he necessarily very inaccurate and defective. 

Decrease. To Mr. Herbert . — The lake fishery has decreased in late years ; it was at one time worth 

while to look after the Ivillarney fish, hut now this is not the case. Attributes the falling 
off to improved modes of fishing in the estuary, and also to the bank fisliing. By the 
“ improved modes,” he means the stake-nets. Looking upon this district and all the im- 
proved modes of fishing, is of opinion that the fishery has actually diminished. 

Thomas Power, sworn. — Is manager for the Messrs. Keays and Ronayne ; and has a 
return of the quantity of fish purchased by them in Killorglin each year, for the last four 
years. The following statement of the number and weight of the Salmon bought at their 
establishment is correct ; it contains tho gross amount purchased. 
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1841. 


1842. 


Months. j p^ h ° f j Weight. j 


Mouths. 


No. of 
Fish. 


iVeight. | 


November, (1840) 
December, „ 
January, (1841) 
February, „ 
March, „ 

April, „ 

May, „ 

June, „ 

July. 

August, „ 

September, „ 

Total, 


345 

418 

.676 

491 

679 

847 

1,329 


3,719 lbs. 
4,233 „ 
6.454 „ 
4,584 „ 
6,355 „ 
8,772 „ 
12,310 „ 
33,317 „ 
47.946 „ 
16,882 „ 
2,404 „ 


November, (1841) 
December, „ 

January, (1842) 
February, „ 
March, „ 

April, „ 

May, 

June, „ 

July, „ 

August. „ 

September, „ 

Total 


234 

460 

449 

519 

271 

409 

1,604 

5,000 


2.4 12 lbs. : 
4,522 „ | 

4,120 „ 
4,531 „ 
2,420 „ 
3,787 „ 
13,972 „ 
23,615 „ 
55,188 „ 
17,766 „ 


146,976 lbs. 


137,333 lbs. | 


1843. 


1844. 


Months. 


1 KA t j "'“S 1 *- 


Mouths. j ) Weight. j 


November, (1842) 
December, „ 

January, (1843) 
February, „ 

March, „ 

April, „ 

May, „ 

June, „ 

July, „ 

August, „ 

Total, 


400 

397 

561 

815 

644 

464 

1,294 


3,789 lbs. 
3,719 „ 
5,318 „ 
7,129 „ 
5,652 „ 
4,461 „ 
11,398 „ 
49,171 „ 
61,409 „ 
14.273 „ 


November, (1843) 
December, (13th) 
January, (1S44) 
February, „ 

March, ,, 

April, „ 

May, „ 

June, „ 

July, „ 

August, „ 


_ 

301 

513 

1,135 

608 


2,774 lbs. | 
4,4-14 „ i 
10,052 „ 
5,330 „ ! 

9,320 „ : 

19,162 „ 
39,536 „ 1 

46,477 „ 
8,168 „ 


166,319 lbs. 


Total 


145,263 lbs. 



Apfexdix, No. II. 
The Launeand Corra. 



The fish which they get in December and January have very small milt and pea, and are December fist, 
about equal male and female ; the milt- is then about the size of a woollen thread, and the 
roe about the size of the barrel of a pea. Paid £3,000 last season, and £4,000 the season Yalue of fisheries, 
before for fish in Killorglin ; and there are two other houses, besides theirs, purchasing in 
the town. The fish show symptoms of an increase of pea and milt about the 20 th July; increase of pea. 
at the end of July it is farther advanced, and it goes on increasing in August. Thinks that 
the fish taken in "September, October, and November, are those that have spawned; those 
caught at that time average about ten pounds weight ; and are not Peal or Grilse. The Peal. 

Peal begin to run late in May ; one-sixth of the fish taken in June is Salmon, as distin- 
guished from Peal — the other five-sixths are Peal. Paid in November and December, for Prices, 
the last three years, 6<2. per pound ; January, 3d. ; February, Is.; March, (last year higher 
than usual,) Is. 4 d. ; April, 9 d. ; May, 6 d. ; June, 4 d. and 3 \d. ; July, 34<Aand 3 cl. ; August, 

3 i<2. and 3cJ. (bought some in that month for 2d. last year) ; paid, less in November and 
December last year than in January, because they were in doubt about the Act, and did 
not buy so extensively. Before the late Act used to pay from Is. to Is. 3d. per pound, 
from November till March. 1 

To Mr. Be Moleyns The January cost as much as the February fish, lhmlcs that 

poaching would be given up if permission were given to fish from the 1st of January ; 

and that it would not be so hard to put down improper fishing, if the fish were not purchased 

from those who took it in the annual Close Time : but considers it would be almost impossible 

to put down poaching entirely, the peoplo are so poor. Has a contract with Mr. Foley for The Carra. 

the fish of the Carra. Paid Mm 1 5d. from November to May; U. in May ; and 4 d. after, Prices. 

until the late Act, when Mr. Roynane did not consider it fair to buy it. The following 

return of the gross amount of fish received from the Carra fishery is correct 



1841. 


Months. | N &f 


Gross weight. 


Net weight. 


pK. 


Amount. 


November, (1840) 
December, (1840j 
January, (1841) 
February, „ 

March, „ 

April, „ 

May, „ 

June, „ 

Total, 


82 

26 

75 

59 

47 

12 

47 

62 


85 54 lbs. 

287i 

747' 

555 

464 

121 

389£ 

335 


809 Jibs. 

272 

707 

525 

439 

114£ 

36S£ 

317 


s. d. 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
0 8 
0 4 


£ s. d. 
50 12 2J 
17 0 0 
44 3 9 
32 16 3 
27 8 9 

7 3 H 

12 5 8 
5 5 8 


410 


3,754£ 


3,552f 


196 15 4J 



D 2 
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■ -Month-'. 


No. of Kish. 


Cross Weight. 


Net Weight. 


Price per Pound 


Amount. 1 


Nov. 1841, 
Dec. 

January, 1842, 
February, „ 
March, ,, 
April, „ 

May, 


69 

S9 

65 

32 

31 


550 lbs. 

678 

857 

G03 

3024 

6l| 

188-1 


5204 lbs. 

642 

8105 

571 

286} 

584 

17SJ 


■V. d. 

1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
1 3 
0 8 


£ 4'. d. 

32 10 7} 
40 2 6 
50 13 54 
35 13 9 
17 17 95 
3 12 95 
5 19 0 


Total, 


345 


3,240} 


3,067} 




186 9 11J 


— 

1S43. 

1 - _ 


Months. 


No. of Fish. 


Oross Weight. 


Net Weight. 


Price per Pound. 


Amount. 


Nov. 1842, 
Dec. 1842, 
January, 1S43, 
February, „ 
March, „ 
April, 


63 

43 

26 

173 

52 

39 


570i lbs. 
397} 

231 

1,029} 

44S 

35G 


540 lbs. 
375 
217 
1,541 
424 
336} 


•v. d. 
1 3 


£ s. d. 
33 15 0 
23 8 9 
13 11 3 
96 6 3 
26 10 0 
21 0 7} 


Total, 


396 


3,632} 


3,433} 




214 11 10} 



the fishery S November, December, and part of January, would injure 

S d iS a l le 1 T H M ‘° *• Op® Season commence on 

1st if twSi 1 1 h f d , been ° f °P mI ™ ‘ h “‘ ‘ke **mg season should begin on the 
Istb iSL ^e/ ' ' riWt 1,6 “ heard ' he ™‘ & P°® d *» think the 

Bmu Murphy, sworn. — Lives at Lehai-d, a place that hounds the River Laune- is a 
2™°“' a! 'i - :S K 'l mth *7° «*■ au d a net between them. Has been fishing eight or 
ten years, and has charge of part of the Laune as a water-bailiff. The body of the fish are 
on the scours from the 15th December to 15th January and 

m) br ' The flsb Pe V“ March ' Tbere is no ,Teir 011 tlle Lanneffrom the 1 bridge 

n Its 3 m r*L^ °i 0me 1° wn 01lt of tko S00UIS in kiarcb, April, and Mav Uses 

§« rse a it: d d.r^^ tk “ e - -» *» — ia 

a " d laS bc ® 3 H Ws life. 

March, April, and May. The Peal smwn Ji,T’q? May ' , rhe Fi 7 come do ™ m 

mmmrnmm 

m the same manner on the lakes. If another month oriwo were Sded^t^tf" £• 
ten gentlemen would come to fish for thn n n 0 ' +n„+ weie aclclecl to the Open Time, 
hourhoood would be consequently much benefited It wmdrl ’’JET* 2 nd ^ whol , e nei S h ‘ 
to extend the Onen Season 1 0uld ’ tIieref ore, he an advantage 

those fish spawn earliest which go up first. S ** * pret<y S °° d sizeable roe in them ; 
The Carra River. 

Mr. Murphy stated that he appeared on the part of Mr Folev wbn +i» » 

woddho foMy S2tojcd ose T!m °' ™ aUmed *» s d r^:ir^ 
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and ™" ed bjrMOIwpky—Is a fisherman ; knmvs the Hirer A™,. „ „ 
SliTC “4 “ 110,7 “*- y 70878 of °g«- T !io &h spawn there from the A ”"^1 S "' 

thnVh «T b ""f* 1 afte1 ' ClL F 8tma3 ; Knows the rivers in Glenciur, entering the late • TJ< am. 

f th if™ “*, d S ne !P awnm S Christmas ; never saw the signs of spawning after the . 

Clurn rite* 1 7 a Mt remain so long only for the d™ of fhe season. Sp ‘"“ s - 
Knons the Uuen Lake ; water flows from that into the Cama; and the spawning time is 
the same in each. Does not know when the spent fell go down. Has not seen black 
hahnon m February ; hut has killed as much as twenty of them before Christmas 
inthXZnfof ™ S T U ft? port of Mr. Foley— Lires at Cahiracrutcha, 

, a „ n 7 of a,ul M “™V 7**> olfi; lived between the two Carras, “ Carraheg" 

fo^the C S7 ?■ b S tl ™ i ? forty and fifty years of age. Used to begin fishing 

lor the Spring fisa in the hegmmng of March. Fish spawn in the river from 6th NovenS Sn ,,.a„„ 
l ™™ feh b °'s Ch ir tmas ; °? d m a fe,T 11078 87108 Christmas, they never looked after the 
blown fish. Saw them on the scours about Christmas ; saw them rooting up the gravel 
often before but never after, that time. Is not in the hahit of going th the wen and 
cannot, therefore, speak of it. Saw the Fry in the month of April. 

Ttrmthy Lj/tm, sworn— Is a, fisherman, and knows the wen- and fishery of Carra these 
toity } cars ; the weir was up forty years ago. Used to commence fishing it on the 29th Time of fisliimr 
September and cease on the 1st June, because Mr. Foley used to open the weir then to ^ 

7 - bleeding fish up. Since F oley got the weir, he fished it from November to May ; 
that was the chief season. J 

To Mr Mulvamj.— They continued fishing also till the 1st June. Saw the fish taken 
m November, December,, and January ; it was all white fish, at least such as he saw. He 
was a hshefrmau on the river, but not on the weir; and there were many days on which he 
dul not see the weir at all. Saw fish frequently in it, hut never saw a black one ; the 
weir was not m his charge. The heavy fish begin to run up about the 1st August, and Breeding fi t h. 
continue to run till the 1st IS ovember. Fish can pass the weir when there is a heavy flood 
to carry them over it ; and there is no impediment to their coming down, for there is a 
passage tor them. Canuot tell the size of it ; hut it is such as any Salmon can pass through. 

I here is a small quantity of water there on the driest day ; the gratings are not now in 
the wen-. He heard that it was kept open on Sundays during the fishing season; and observance of 
more _ fish went up this year in consequence of this. There was fishing in the lake this weekly Close Time, 
year in February and March. Fish spawn from November to Christmas, between the weir Scau-nimr 
and the lake ; is not aware that they spawn between the weir and the sea, but they may. 

Imagines that the fish which go up from November to Christmas do not spawn till that time 
twelve months. Has fished below the weir between November and January, and caught 
black fish then ; some would have spawned ancl others not. Out .of 200 white, there would 
not be more than one black taken then ; and he never caught a black unspawned fish after 
January. He did not see the fishery every day, and speaks only of what he saw. The 
spents run down to the sea from the 1st March to May. Spents- 

James Foley, sworn. — Fishes the Carra weir, and has been so employed for fourteen or 
fifteen years. Commences to take fish about the 25th October, and continues to the 1st Fishing time. 

June. iSoldom caught black unspawned fish in November, December, and January ; and 

never caught more than four or five in any of these months ; caught but a very odd one 

with pea from Christmas out. The spents cau come down any day in the year, unless in a spents 

dry Summer, when there is very little water in the hutches. The water in Summer is not 

two feet high at the weir; in June and July last year the hutches were dry, aud there 

would he no fish to be caught at the weir if May, June, aud July were dry. There have 

been hut three or four years out of fourteen in which the fish had not water to go up. Fish Breeding fish 

in pea go up from the 20th August to the 20th November ; the ran of Spring fish com- Mi -,. ation _ 

menccs in 3N ovember ; the spents come down from March to May, and there are not many 

black fish in the pool after December. The hutches were opened this year on Sundays, observance of 

and the fish went up then.. Never saw any nets used above. Before the new Act the Close Time. 

value of the fish caught in the weir and pools averaged £200 per annum ; now it does Value of fishery. 

not amount to half that sum. 

Henry William Dodd, sworu. — Purchased the proceeds of fche weir and fishery of Carra 
last year ; has an account of the amount of fish lie received aud the sum paid from 6th 
February to 6th May ; there is an additional account since of about £10 ; the following is Produce, 
correct : — 



Feb. 6, By 5 Salmon, net 44i lbs. Is. ^£2 4 6 



9, 

10 , 

12 , 

13 , 



261, ls.M 
„ 261, ls.UcL 1 
„ 4 21, Is. 2d. 2 

„ 16|, Is. 2<L 0 

„ 15, ls.l(2. 0 

„ 314, Is. Ic2. 17 

34, Is. 1J. 1 

„ 33, ls.l(2. 1 

„ 16, Is. 1(2. 0 

1 (damaged) 6, 4(2. 0 



19 3 

16 3 
0 2 

16 10 
15 9 

17 4 



Brought forward, £30 19 0 

Feb. 18, By 1 Salmon, net S^lbs.ls.l J.^0 9 2 
1 (damaged) 9, 5(2. 0 3 9 

19, 1 „ „ 8A, Is. 0 8 6 

21, 3 „ „ 28*, Is. 18 6 

22, 3 „ „ 27£, Is. 1 7 6 

24, 9 „ „ 79|, Is. 3 19 6 

25, 2 „ „ 20, Is. 10 0 

1 (damaged) 8£, 5(2. 0 3 6 

26, 3 „ „ 26^ 9(2. 0 19 6 

27, 5 „ „ 46£, 9d. 1 14 10 

28, 2 „ „ 16, Is. 0 16 0 



Carry forward, £30 19 0 



Carry forward. 
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Appendix, No. II. 
The Cairo. 



Extent of purchases. 



Spawning. 

Breeding fish. 
Spents. 



July fish. 



Brought forward, 




£43 


9 


9 




Brought forward, 


£64 


8 


1 


March 1, By 2 salmon, net 


23 lbs. Is. 


Vl 


3 


0 


April 2, 


By 2 salmon, nett 15 lb 


.Is. 


pO 


15 


O 


2, 


1 » „ 


101, Is. 


1 


10 


6 


3, 


2 „ „ 18, 


Is. 


0 


18 


O 


8, 


1 


7k, Is. 


0 


7 


6 




g damaged fish, 




0 


2 


4 


12, 


5 „ „ 


52" Is. 


2 


12 


0 


4, 


11 lb. of fish 


Is. 


0 


11 


O 


Omitted. 












5, 


15 


Is. 


0 


15 


0 


Feb. 26, 


1 (damaged) 


10-1, St! 


0 


4 


4 




10 


Is. 


0 


10 


0 


March 13, 


2 „ ., 


15, Is. 


0 


15 


0 


6, 


14 


Is. 


0 


14 


0 


17, 


1 „ 


Ill, Is. 


0 


11 


6 


9, 


19 


Is. 


0 


19 


0 


19, 


2 „ „ 


14-1, 


0 


14 


6 


10, 


20 


Is. 


1 


0 


0 


20, 


2 „ „ 


21, ' Is 


1 


1 


0 


12, 


3 salmon, 26 lb. 




1 


6 


0 


22, 


H „ „ 


125, Is 


6 


5 


0 




§ damaged, 




0 


2 


10 


23, 


2 „ „ 


25,$, Is 


1 


5 


6 


13, 


2 20-1, 


Is. 


1 


0 


6 


26, 


1 » „ 


9, Is 


0 


9 


0 


16, 


14 lb. offish, 


Is. 


0 


14 


0 


27, 


2 


9, 1.' 


0 


9 


0 


17, 


10$ lb. 


Is. 


0 


10 


4 


28, 


2 ”, ”, 


12$, Is 


0 


12 


6 


19, 


8 


Is. 


0 


8 


0 


29, 


2 „ „ 


16$, Is 


0 


16 


6 




5 


Is. 


0 




0 


30, 


3 „ „ 


25$, Is 


1 


5 


6 


May 6, 


101, 


6d. 


0 


5 


3 


31, 


2 ,) H 


1G,‘ Is 


0 


16 


0 













Ciary forward, £64 8 1 I 

Purchases about £2,000 worth of fish in the year at Ivillorglin ; some is the fish of the 
Laiine, and some is brought from Kenmare. “Gets the greatest quantity of fish from the 
loth June to the 15th July; there has been a great deal of fishing this year in the lake 
above the weir. 

Denis Murphy, sworn and examined on the part of the Rev. Mr. Mahony, one of the 
lower proprietors.— Knows the Carra since he was able to walk the ground. Saw fish 
making scorn’s in November and December, some above and some below the weir. Saw 
black fish taken from the weir to the lake ; but never, except a stray one, taken below. 
Saw fish above the wen- with roe and milt in January; there were spawned and un- 
spawned there at that time. Spent fish go down to the sea before Patrick’s day if there 
be floods. Is only an angler; did not fish the lake this year, but there was good fishino- 
there, for his .neighbours killed some very good fish. Most fish is caught in July at the 
mouth of the nver. 



Best months. 
Spawning. 



Carra lake fishing. 

Spawning. 

Best months. 
Produce. 



Best months. 

Rent. 

Number of fisheries. 
Rent. 

Pishing time. 



Patrick Connor, sworn — Knows the Carra, and the best months in the lower part of it 
are June and July. Fish spawn in November and December between the bridge and the 
weir; saw one ou the scours last Sunday about twelve yards above the bridge and below 
the weir. 1s twenty years a fisherman. No tide goes above the bridge except a hirii 
spring tide The scours are made from the 1st of November to the 1st of January ; saw 
the scours there fiUed up after the 1st of January, There were a few Salmon taken in the 
lake m March, and they were a little black. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Murphy.— The water is not salt above the bridge. Fishing 
mirly m the Summer season would he better than in the Spring at the month of the 
nre ^' c "- be have taken fish in November, December, and January, and thoy were 

good fash .; some of them were a little black in the month of March. 

Cornelius Clifford, sworn.— Beheves himself to be one of the best anglers on the lake 
fill !T er 5 f g , l0d °, U i , 1G . labc . tllIS year, and the fishing was very good. All the poor 
fishermen had good fishing tins year, and there never was any fishing there before. This 
is the first year that nets were hauled in the lake. The “Salmon scour in November, 
December, and January, between the bridge and the weir, and above the weir ; took a 
black fish above the weir on one occasion, and was put in confinement for it. Is acquainted 
with the lower part of the river and the host fishing months there, are May, June, and July; 
TtoY Tf! fr WCir ^ere would not be bad fishing there at that time. Earned 
taMlhWV flO kS i r0 t d laSt ? Gar ' i : ? s fathe 5 I )a y s 01 % 4 °s- a-year for his holding. Used 
tlnn i but uow, since he knows the difference, would sooner burn his hand off 

fwi f il t the ®? ours m . J^uary; and caught a black Salmon tbe week after 
mmfXJSl ■ P ifr a ' i Tw °i °A r a ee I \ ets "; ere liaulod 011 the lake last year. Killed a 
S nJ ? 7 O' Sn.^ MaXCh and ^P n l on tIlG lake 5 some were white and some turned, 
anfcauiht t tZ!’ swo f n -~ Fmhed the lake this year for the first time with any success, 
good fisht i! Vi * en , 8&ha ™ “ a t Ul ; S - 0me were wWte and some Wn. Got 
July and Anin?’ ? he f™ onth s Ashing m the lower part of the river are June, 
ThJ’fishM^bf l ay £ / 9 a - 7 f r - foi ; tlie . r °y alt J of one boat and a hauling place. 
Folev’rnnoWl rtl + i° f “ lescnption to those taken below. Between Mr. 

Foley s pools and the sea there are six fisheries ; which pay in rent about £162 per annum 
Fishing commences m the lower part 1st May, and continues to 1st November- and the 
peopie there are anxious for a Summer fishery. The pool men would rather have a Sprino- 
™Sr 7 and C f f fish) and would prefer the same Close Season for the 

of £ till W S’ fr i° m ^° Vembe J’ ? rata11 eveuts > December. There is no rtm 
ThefuSd t a il ne m A be , wet ’ mucb fisb ca “aot go up to the weir, 

long S + l year r ° U ? d T h V Z ang nets ; tbese are about ^elve fathoms 

^ 0,1 116 Btani ™ - th *• 

Mr. Keays stated that he saw a great quantity of excellent fish taken in Mr Folev’s 

=1 

. The evidence in reference to the Laune and Carra closed here. 
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Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., 
at Castlemaine, County Kerry, on Thursday, November 14, 1844. 

The Maine. 



ArrE-.Dix, Xo. II. 
The Maine. 



John Morio.rty, sworn. — Is tenant of the head weir below the bridge. There are two Weirs, 
weirs below the bridge ; one is near the bridge, and the other, which is the lowest, is 
above Milltown-quay. The abbey weir, which is the one farthest from the bridge, 
belongs to Sir William Godfrey and Mr. Sands. It is a flood and head, or cap weir, and 
cannot kill the fish on the ebb ; it was let with a cot-fishery for three hundred weight of 
salt Salmon, but does not yield half the quantity. The weir nearest to the bridge is of the 
same description; lolls only on the flood; and belongs to Sir William Godfrey and Mr . 

George Wren ; it is let for £3 a-year. The next weir above the bridge belongs to the Rent. 

Commissioners of Woods and Forests, and is held under them by Mi-. Francis Spring, at, 

he thinks, £ l a-year rent. Sir. Spring gets another man to fish it for him ; it is like the 

others, a head weir, but fishes on the ebb only. The next weir is about one-fourth milo 

up at Brackbill; it is an ebb weir also; it stretches across the channel as do the others; 

it is on the property of Mr. George Wren, and is held by Maurice Shea and James Carroll 

for one-half hundred weight of salt fish. There is another ebb and head weir about 

one-half or one-fourth, mile, above; the jaws of this weir extend across the channel; 

it is the property of Mr. James Day Eager, and pays one-half hundred weight of 

salt fish also. Ships of one hundred and forty tons, brigs, brigantines, sloops, and 

schooners come up to the quay of Castlemaine. The weirs extend nearly across the 

river ; but there is a gap between them and the shore. The stages of the weirs 

are a little more to one side than to the other, and the breadth of the river, where 

the weirs are, is about eighty feet. Witness is certain that if the weirs were out of 

the river, vessels would come up better ; but no accident has occurred these fourteen Obstructions to Xs- 

years, nor any injury done : he is willing to put up with any loss or bear any injury the vigation. 

vessels might do by falling back on the weir. Vessels have sometimes lost the tide in 

consequence of these obstructions ; boats without masts can go above the bridge. The tide 

goes up three miles, as far as the stone weir and beyond it ; and the river is navigable. 

There is a ford called “ Thompson’s Ford,” about a mile below tlio stone weir, which is stone weir, 
passable at low, but not at high water. The stone weir is about four miles distant by the 
round of the river, and two in the line of a bud’s flight. The stage or eye of the weir is 
not dry at low water. In all there are five head weirs between the stone weir and the sea. 

Haul or draught seines fish below the weirs ; and cot-fishing is earned on above the 
abbey weir ; there are two pair of cots below the bridge and one pair above it. The 24th 
of June is the regular time for the Salmon fishery ; some years they catch them in March Fishing time, 
and April. The white Trout run up in March, April, and May. Seldom fished for Salmon Trout, 
after the 29th of September ; July and August are decidedly the best months, and July is Best months, 
better even than August. In September the fish are declining ; they are then beginning to September fish, 
lose colour, but they are still good to eat. Sometimes sells his fish to a fishing company. Market, 
hut generally to women ; he catches but few. The pea shows, for the first time, in increase of pea. 
September ; the Fry run down in April and May, and some in the beginning of June. Fry. 

April and May are the best months for white Trout. There are very few, and that not often, Trout. 

to be had after May ; hut in June and July there is a ran of a small inferior kind of Trout, 

called a “'Pink;” these are about one-half pound weight. Witness thinks they are a 

different species from those that run in April and May. The month of August is good to August and[Septem- 

the last; it is inferior to no month ; and September to about the 15th, is also very good. ter. 

The fish begin to fall off in the first Spring tides of September. This year has been very 

had ; but the two preceding years were the best they had for the last fourteen years.. Comparative supply. 

Ordinary tides rise twelve feet, and others much higher at Castlemaine. The bottom of 

the river is foul with stumps of trees and ballast which has been thrown into it. 

Mr. John Walker, sworn.— Is a fanner, and lives at Rock Hill. Knows the Ballyfmane Ballyfinane weir* 
stone weir ; it is on the estate of Lord Kenmare, and is held by Mr. Hewson and Mr. 

Mahony under Lord Kenmare. The weir is in the form of a V, and has an eye in the 

vertex.' The breadth of the eye is about four feet. This is furnished with a bag or eel 

net, shaped to a point, and fastened to a pole which is stuck down into the river above ; 

and there is also a second bag within. The wall is solid stone, and is about four feet, high 

from the bed of the river ; it is also upright on the downstream side. Only high tides 

come up to it ; neaps rise within about one foot of the top of the wall ; hut high spring 

tides rise two feet or more above the wall, and flow to Drowmereague, about one-half mile 

by the river, higher up. There is no free pass in the weir; the net is set at night tune 

only • and when high tides are flowing in, boats of five feet draught of water cam go up 

as far as the weir. There is another ford above that, but he would say that the tides rise 

four or five feet over it ; and there is a long pool higher up which enables the boats to go 

very far up. The upper weirs are not fished till the 1st of June ; and about a nule above Fishing tone. 

the bridge, the Salmon take the fly in July and August. There are several fish in the nver 

in September ; and as far as he has observed, the pea and milt do not begin to increase Increase of pea. 

until about the beginning of October. He never saw a September fish with any thing like 



* This weir has been since removed. It was entirely prostrated in the presence of Mr. B 
1845, by the occupying tenants of the lands, and with the full concnrrence of their landlord, 
Mr. Galway, agent to Lord Kenmare, the proprietor in fee. 



iarry, on the 30th of May, 
Mr. Mahony, and also of 
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a pea it. The Salmon Fry run dorni the river in April and Mav : the spents descend tn 
the sea m March and April, and ho has killed one in May. The fish that spawn early 
come down early ; and those that are late in spawning are late in descending. 1 The river 
l d rt P ra°T ‘‘JJ 08 * 1 ™ 0 *° do n ? uoh ham to tie black fish. White Trout do not 
tarn up the hlesk. The principal span-mug ground of the Maine is the tributary, called 
SL ,“ 4 .f 1 06 f “ Dick’s Grove, and Castle Island. The IGeslt is a 

clear river, and very fen* fish can escape in it. 

£ e -S" S ptesent. Daniel Sullivan, Mr. T. Giles, Miebaol Morkrty, Timotbv 

MoriarS t? ri m^’u a,ld * l,ee kj'' a11 apptoved of the evidence given by John 

Morarty and Mr. TV alker, and this inquiry terminated. 6 J 



2fo. 1. — Lr: 



iEtter front Hesry Leahy, Esq., to Wm. T. Molvasy, Esq 



No. 1. — Letter from 
Henry Leahy, esq. 
to W~ ” ’ 



\ November IS, 1844. 
a few words to you in 
respecting the weir. 



South Hill, Killarm 

v-ii A v ^ ou pht I should have had an opportunity of saying 

•'“"■V ,-“f ’ K-Ulorglm, on Wednesday, and ashing vour advice as to how we should* mai 

f . JIulvany, supposed to be Hurley’s, at the mouth* of the Liver Launc. Within the height montfs we have 
summoned Hurley five or six times before the magistrates, at Killorglin, for being the owner of it • 
and it » no later than last Wednesday week, sincere was last summoned, but hav? o7e3 occasion 
h '“ cd P ™ M "f t0 the f ,tls . lact ' 0, ' 0 1 t the magistrates, the fact of the ownership of it being vested 
n h J . Z awa rV’ mt l i^ oul 4„ bo P erfectl -V legal to take persons down and demolish if inasmuch 

“ * Son a SIS V b “ u ° lllp = al •’ but * r U ' d be v * ry unsafc for « J Persons, witWthe 

JJS t £ e b dy ° pollc . e ’ t0 . atte,n l )t t0 it down, as it could not be done without blood- 
shed, it having been necessary, when it was taken down before, to have a stipendiary magistrate a.ld 

waL P fnrt e pieSe - ’ a - n ,' 1,0 , ma S lstrate wil1 d 'rect the police to attend for such a^urpose. There 
was a feet myeu in evidence before you in Killorglin, on Wednesday, by Power, Mr TeaVs aim 
t eie, to winch I would wish to call your particular attention ; it was, that during the month of 
S32J2: f* WaSabl V° W, -1™ to the wate^-bailiffs’ Sel o : e f?00 Sail? 

t i y - h j ve 4 C ? Drred to you at the time, that he would not have done so but that there was 
nesS to I ? a S lstrates as to its being the Close Season, and their consequent unwilling- 
ness to nne him it he had been summoned before them. But the fact is not so tL * 1 .,.g. 

toTSffi h '” 6 - th T agiStrat , 6S ®T ery perS ° n ( and they were many in number) wholthlvwe^abe 
nolit 1 g m that . L r? tb ’ Wb ° we . re cony icted and sent to gaol. If power^ was ZZl ta I 
police, who are a responsible body for their acts as was snn-o-psftwl l-,,. Tim t i ‘ . to the 

-ess: “ 3c «« « 



i , . , L , „ , aaj mon in the Close Season in the Lauue • 

S3 

of whom Salmon is at present such a hrcurv- helnn- m ^ "r tb f P ub ’ c ln general, to the greater part 
enemy the poachers both in the lower and miner weirsTf 0 ^ 6 ^ by *1"' 1 bei .‘ eve 1 am the greatest 
against them, poaching during the Close Season in the T g0t ’ ar J j that were it not for my exertions 

extent, and ^prevention ,/£ daSSrf the it T, U ^ -“T* ° U t0 a much & reater 
neglected. The fishery propriSm her^ u PP e / weirs altogether 

you at Killorglin, and that it was evident from it that ’the fi i g 6 CO ? S,dered the evidence given before 
have got no objection, if the Commissioner W^nm ^t f^ Tw i° ne Spawn,n ff 1st of February, 
and its tributaries should commence on that day It would h’e +1°* ^ SCUS0 ]? ( or fishing in the Launc 
the season for fishing should not commence here until the 12th of tK"* ° f P ro P ri et<> rs here that 
they consider that by allowing it to commence ou tlm 1st nf FVbC February ’ . but >. °n the other hand, 
■would not be carried on to such an extent Thwr nnl nl • , bruar y’ poaching in the Close Season 
thinking the Salmon were b S° ret ° ^ ° f February was - 

Hopmg you will excuse the liberty I take i/writing this to you, ^ *“ ° ftbe C0Dtrary °P Inion - 



Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. 



I remain, dear Sir, your obedient Servant, 
Henry Leahy. 



No. 2. — Letter from 
the Kev. W. De 



No. 2— Letter from tko Eov. Wm. De Moeeths to Wm. T. Moevahv, E S q 



vA,i,V r , 
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much obliged to them ; they first bring a host of witnesses to endeavour to prove that breeding fish 
may, by some possibihty, be caught up to the 15th of January, in which they failed, and now tliev 
concede the great boon of twelve days. Their object is evident, to prevent us catchbw an V fish in 
January in order that they may catch them in February. But as we consider that we have more to 
expect from your sense of justice than from their generosity, we ask, after the evidence you have heard 
here, which must of course be taken ‘cum tfrano salis,’ whether you have a doubt on your mind that 
it would not be injurious to the breeding Salmon to permit us to fish on the 15th of January. I have 
read your addresses at the different meetings since you were here, and as I understand from them, you 
seem to think and properly, that the greatest quantity offish taken, and of the best quality, should be 
the test by which the Open Season should be regulated; and also the fisheries in estuaries and at the 
mouths of large rivers being, after alb the only fisheries which supply the great bulk of Salmon, should, 
m the first instance, be looked to. Now it is a fact beyond contradiction, that the month of January 
is one or our best months for fishing, and that the fish are then in the highest condition. It is also a 
fact that no breeding fish can be taken during that month, in any legal fishery in this locality. 
It is true an odd fish may remain m the mountain streams up to the 15th of January, where no fishery 
exists; but the law provides a punishment for such as take them at any period of the year; and the 
Ixillarney gentlemen knowing this, remove the bailiffs before the Ut of January, not deeming it 
w-orth while to look after a miserable late fish. And why, I ask, should we be deprived of the power 
of fishing m the best month in the year, to gratify a few anglers, being the only means we have to pav 

the heavy rents and costs we incur. It is unjust towards us in the highest degree every fish that 

runs up our rivers during November and December and January are good fisli ; do not breed, if they 
escape being taken in the lake, until the November in the following year ; and as certain as they go 
up, so sure are they to be taken without exception, in the lake. It is true they are inferior fish, yet 
we are not permitted to have our fair share of them when in the highest conditiou. I need not intrude 
further upon your valuable time. Your opinion will altogether guide the Commissioners ; and your 
sense of justice will, we are sure, lean towards the wants of our 300 poor fishermen, solely 
dependent on the Salmon fisheries as a means of existence. I may mention that it was proved here, 
that there were only six persons who made a trade of it in Killarney. You, no doubt, wish for one 
season over all Ireland. . This you must now he aware would be impossible. Let every preservative 
society mind their own rivers, but do not let early fisheries be sacrificed to late ones. I am glad to 
see that it has been indubitably admitted at all the meetings that the fisli are heavy with spawn in 
August. . There is no doubt of this ; but anglers wish to fish at this very period, as breeding fish have 
an especial desire to bite at this period of their existence. I trust you will excuse this long letter, and 
give us every fair chance of catching fish when in season. 



Win. T. Mulvany, esq. 



I remain your's truly, 

Wit A. De Moleyn! 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqn 
at Kenmare, County Kerry, Saturday, November 16, 1845. 



Subject of Inquiry. — The Rivers Curraan and Eenagh or Inny and their Tributaries, 

AND ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING IN BaLLINSKELLIGS BaY, OR ON ANY 
PART OF THE COAST BETWEEN BrEA HEAD AND LaMB HEAD. ALSO THE RlVERS 
Kenmare or Roughty, the Sheen, Clonee, Owenshagh, Croanshagh, and their 
Tributaries ; and all other Salmon Rivers terminating on the Coast of the 
County Kerry between Lamb Head and the bounds of the County Cork. 

The Curraan. 

James Butler, esq., of Waterville, sworn. — Is proprietor of the Curraan Fishery. It is an 
exclusive fishery. Pays a chief rent for the fishery and the lands ; and holds them under 
lease in which are the words : “ the lands of Curraan and the Fishery thereunto belonging.” 
Thinks that these words include the exclusive right of fishing the river and the lake above. 
There are several other proprietors of lands adjacent ; but, from time immemorial, the 
ancestors of those who made his lease, exercised an exclusive right over the fishery of the 
lake. Never prevented fishing in the upper part ; in fact, he never took the trouble to 
prevent it. Produced his patent at a late trial ; and James O’Connell, esq. of Lakeview, 
gave evidence of the fact of his having the sole right, which was then irrevocably estab- 
lished. The other proprietors of whom he spoke are, Mr. James O’Connell, Mr. Staughton, 
Mr. Mahony, Mr. Hartopp, and Mr. D. O’Connell. Has a very large Trout as well as Salmon 
fishery. Spawning commences in November, and ceases, according to what his keepers 
say, after Christmas. On his river they never see any spawning after January. Nearly all 
the fish have done spawning on the 1st January : there may be one or two spawning after 
that, but the great bulk have all spawned at that time. The fish in the higher parts of the 
river spawn soonest. On the Eenagh, black Salmon are killed in November, December, and 
January. The Eenagh is later than the Curraan fishery. The fish do not run in the former 
till July ; while the Curraan is essentially a Spring fishery. Before the passing of the late 
Act, used to cease fishing on the 12th of August. The Trout and Peal fishery was much 
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Peal and Spring FisI 
different species. 



Protection. 



Development of pea. 



Spents. 

Trout. 

Fry. 

Net fishing. 



Produce. 



improved by the system of protection which be adopted ; but tbe Spring Salmon fishery 
was not improved : and, in bis visits to tbe * Begh,’ finding a difference between the fish of 
that river and the Curraan, be has been induced to think that the fish o'f the Eenagh and 
those of the Curraan are a different kind ; and as the Trout and Peal increased in consequence 
of protection, and the Spring fish did not, he formed the opinion, of the truth of which he 
' is now firmly convinced, that Peal and Spring fish are a different species. Is quite satisfied 
such is the case. They are different in shape, spots, and size ; aud these, he takes it, are 
the distinguishing characteristics of every animal. Is not aware that in other animals of 
the same species such accidental differences exist. Is not aware that this question has 
been investigated by naturalists, and that they had come to different conclusions. He then 
commenced to take the Saknoa out of the weir in a small net in the months of June and. 
July, and let them run up into the lake; and this he found to increase the Spring fishery 
considerably. This experiment he first tried about fourteen years ago, and has continued 
it since with very beneficial results. Commenced to protect about twenty-five years ago or 
more, and the Peal and Trout fishery improved very soon after. He has frequently, perhaps 
in two hundred instances, caught spent Salmon Peal in their descent to the sea, marked 
them in such a way as that he should know them again, and the following season he caught 
them coming back still as Peal, aud hearing the same marks. The Peal are in the highest 
season in Juneand Julj" ; whilst at the same time the Spring Salmon have deteriorated and 
lost colour. Nine pounds is the greatest weight for Peal, aud they are rarely so heavy. 
There was a gentleman at his place last year who had been under the impression that Peal 
and Salmon were the same species ; but having mentioned these circumstances to him ho 
was led to alter his opinion. There is always pea in the female Salmon : it is to be found 
at all seasons, and any day in the year. This is the case not only in January but in April 
and May ; and is the case with Peal as well as with the Spring Salmon. It is not to be sure 
greatly developed ; but it is as large as his finger in the Spring Salmon, and of a proportionate 
size in the Peal. His keepers say they never see fish spawning after Christmas • but he is 
puzzled to know when the Spring fish spawn. Before the establishment of a fish-market at 
KiUorglin, he used to send all his fish to Cork. The spents commence to run down after 
Christmas, and continue until May : the greatest quantity go down in April The Trout 
come down from the 20th April to the 20th May : they are larger than Salmon Fry. The 
Salmon Fry do not commence to run till April; and they cease about tbe 20th May: he has 
seen them at that time. Does not fish with nets in the sea. He tried for two years in 
succession, before 1810, about the same time that he commenced the system of protection 
and he found that it injured the fishery of the river; and they did not catch half as much 
m both the nets and the. river, as they did in the river only before. There was nothin* 
unfavorable in the state of the weather at the time he tried the nets ; but it is his imprest 
sion that he disturbed the fish and, without taking them in the nets, he prevented them 
from going up to the weir. Has a return of the quantity of fish taken at Watervillo for a 
number ot years, together with the prices for each month. The following is correct •— 



— 

[January, 1835, 
[February, 
•January, 1836, 
[February, 
[January, 1837, 

I February, 

April, j 
[January, 1 838, j 
! February, | 



J Weigl 



17 

iSltroutf 



April, 


HO 

51 


000 

456 


January, 1839, 


13 


126 


February, 


43 


411 


March, 


52 


477 


1840. 


Ac 


count 


January, 1S41 


30 


267 


February, 


78 


750 


March, 


166 


1,538 


April, 


79 


712 


January, 1842, 


77 


696$ 


Feb. 1 st to 1 2tl 


63 


524$ 


12th to 28th 


36 


298 


March, 


134 


1,142$ 


April, 


64 


540$ 


May, 


152 


1,236 


June, 


334 


1,705 


July, 


626 


3,335 


Tout. 1842, 


1,486 


9,478£ 



lbs. 
90 
185 
730 
371 
209 
201 
27 
14S 
199 . 
59£| 
56 



0 10 j 
0 10 j 
0 10 
0 10 I 

0 5 

1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 



r. d. 
4 10 0 
9 5 0 
!7 7 6 
13 18 



8 14 
7 



0 

[30 1 
[24 14 



20 1 1 0 
[23 17 0 
found. 
[16 13 9 
46 17 6 
[96 2 6 
0 '0 



[34 16 9 
'49 
jl4 18 0 



Date. 



1843. 
[January, 

•Feb. ]gttol2th 
12tb to 28th| 
[March, 

April, 
jMay, 

[June, 

wj, 

[August, 

Total, 



1844. 
[January, 

]Feb.lsttol2th| 
12th to 28th] 
March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 



Weir 

139 

146 

91 

80 

37 

634 

264 

51 



1,442 



lbs. | 

1,130 -1 0 
546 1 0 

331$; 1 0 
1,797 
5US! 

91? 

64-ji 
721 A 



56 10 0 
17 6 O 
|16 11 9 



5,77?ij 



left 

1,237 
1,284 , 
795£ 
675f 
271 
3,281 
1,507 
335 



open. 
1 0 
1 0 



61 17 0 
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Date. 


j Tront 


IVeigto 


Rate. 


Amount. 


Date. | 


Trout. 1 

1 


Weight.: 


Rate. 


Amount. 


! 1842. 
■April, 
May, 
June, 


43 
j 794 
466 ; 


lbs. 

1274 

2140| 

1140 


S. d. 

0 5 
0 4 
0 3 




1844, 

March, 

April, 

May, 


13 

118 

1,264 

1,132 


lbs. 

393 
3,301 | 


s. d. 

0 7 
5 to 6d. 
0 4 




i Total, 


1,303 : 


3,4074 






2,610 


0 3 




| 1843. 
April, 
(May, 
iJune, 
July, . 










Total, 


2,527 


6,353 






47 

298 , 


143* 
576 
‘ 10 






Loss, if not allowed to fish before 
the 12th of February— 1842, 61 1 6 


j Total, 


376 j 

i 


8024 










1843, 83 16 0 

1844, 61 17 0 



Appendix, No IL 
The Curraan. 



Total weight of fish killed during the following years 



Salmon. 

Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 

1842 — 4 4 2 14 

1843— 2 11 2 11 

1844 — 4 0 0 26 



Trout. 

Tons cwts. qrs. lbs. 

1 10 1 19 

0 7 0 18 

2 16 2 25 



M oontanaton—Is of opinion that hauling outside is erfremely injurious to 

too fishery. He applies for permission to fish from the 1st January. Black fish go m h , ... 

December with the Spring fish; but they are only a feir. He has also seen bLkLh S ““ n 
heayy m pea, go up in January ; but not perhaps a dozen. His application for this change 
of season anses tom his own peculiar position. The month of January is the most valuable 
liiontn m the year, and if he be deprived of a privilege, which he always enjoyed, of fishing 
in that month, he will sustain a loss of at least £70 a year. If the fish were showed to 
go up that month, very few would be ever taken by him, for they would all go to the 
angleis and othere m the upper parts. He might as well he prevented from putting his 
cattle into his preserved grass, and permit others at the same time to use it. The s?ason ti,. r , 
m the lienagh is totally different from that of the Cnrraan. Tho fish run much later in the 
former, and they should be therefore allowed to fish later : while the Cnrraan, being an 
early river, the fish should be taken in it early, and when they are in the best possible 
condition. Has often eaten the fish of the Eenagh, and he never saw one curdy, while his 
fish always were. They used to begin fishing at Waterville on the 1st January, and ended Former time of 
on the 12th August. They commence to fish m the Eenagh about May, and continue to Fishing. 
September. It there were different seasons for the Eenagh and the Curraan, it would be Different seasons, 
difficult to draw a line in Ballinskeiligs Bay within which fishing might take place and for adjacent River5 ' 
beyond which it should not. It is possible that those fishing in the bay for the Curraan 
fish would catch fish going to the Eenagh, when it would be the Close Time in the latter 
river. He thought, however, that a distinction might be made, by having the “ Carri°-eana 
Bock,” which is about midway between the two rivers, the boundary of their respective 
fisheries in the bay. The Carrigeana is rather nearer to the Curraan than to the Eenagh : 

' (t is about two miles from the mouth of the Curraan. By not letting those fishing for the 

Curraan fish go beyond that, he does not think they would catch the black Salmon of the 

Eenagh. The bag net is not used out on the coast or in Ballinskeiligs Bay. Does not Ba- net 

know whether the bag net could he fished efficiently at Ballinskeiligs Island. If the 

season he made uniform, there is only given to one what is taken from another; and if the 

seasons be not made different, to suit the natural differences of the rivers, it is but an 

invasion of private rights ; and then all protection will be at an end. His return shows 

that a smaller quantity of fish was taken in 1843 than in 1842 ; and although the produce 

of 1844 is greater than that of 1843, it was still very inferior to that of 1842. He Decrease of produce. 

attributes this decrease to the fact of the fish having been killed outside : bnt there was 

scarcely any caught outside this year. The Spring fishery was increased in 1843 ; but the 

Summer fish were disturbed by boats outside the river. 

Christopher J. Keays, esq., sworn. — Purchases the Waterville fish : has not a contract for 
the entire produce of the fishery, hut buys whatever portion Mr. Butler thinks fit to send. 

His contract is at variable prices. 

To Mr. Butler. — Had received a considerable supply in January from the Waterville 
fishery. Is of opinion that if January be included in the Close Season, Mr. Butler will 
sustain a very heavy loss ; and if he be prevented from fishing until the 12th February, 
many years would elapse before he would be remunerated. 

To Mr. Mulvany — Has a return of the quantity of Trout and Salmon purchased by 
him from Mr. Butler during the last four years : it does not, as he before remarked, include 
all the Waterville fish, as his contract was not for the entire. The following return is taken 
from the books of his establishment, and is correct:— 

E 2 
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The Canaan. 
Produce. 



January iish. 

Eenagh season. 
Mesh. 



The Eenagh. 
Spring fish. 



I 





1841. 






1842. 




Salmon. 


lbs. I 


Salmon. 


lbs. 


January, 


40, 


372 ! 


January, 


77, 


733 


February 


, "4, 


721 1 


February. 


, 114, 


1,022 


March, 


162, 


1,499 | 


March, 


110, 


1,009 


April, 


74, 


663 1 


April, 


61, 


545 


May, 


115, 


922 


May, 


155, 


1,330 


June, 


144, 


801 


' June, 


106, 


567 


July, 


279, 


1,712 


1 Julv, 

1 


360, 


2,085 


Total, 


888, 


6,690 


Total, 


983, 


7,291 




Trout. 


lbs. 




Trout. 


lbs. 


April, 


15. 


45 


April, 


29, 


91 


May, 


225, 


641 


May, 


— 


1,526 




281, 


603 j 


June, 


— 


53 


Total, 


521, 


1,289 






1,670 





1843. 






1S44. 






Salmon. 


lbs. 


Salmon. 


lbs. 


January 


141, 


1,137 


Jan. 31st 


32, 


233 


Februar 


, 98, 


878 


February 


278, 


2,571 


March, 


205, 


1,871 


March, 


84, 


720 


April, 


49, 


468 


April, 


78, 


694 


May, 


10, 


97 


May, 


— 


287 


June, 


60, 


411 


June and 






July, 


57, 


320 


July, 


— 


3,048 


Total 


620 


5,182 






7,603 


(No Trout 


) 




Trout 








March, 


6, 


26 








April, 





511 








May, 


— 


2,765 








June, 


— 


2,164 












5,466 



James Butler, jun., esq., sworn. — The accounts of the Waterville fishery were kept by him, 
and the return handed in by his father is correct. The prices received vary according to 
the period of the season. 

Mr. Keays, in reply to a question from Mr. Barry — The fish received in January from 
Mr. Butler, was quite as good as that got in any other part of the year, and was more 
valuable. The pea in the fish at that month is about the size described by Mr. Butler. 

Mr. O' Dowd said, that he had a fishery on the Eenagh, and was desirous of an Open 
Season on that river, commencing on the 1st May, and ending on the 1st October. 

Mr. Timothy O'Sullivan complained, that the two and a half inch mesh, from knot to 
knot, was quite too large ; it allowed all the Trout to escape, and even a considerable 
quantity of Peal. 

Mr. Butler thought that the present mesh was quite small enough for the capture of 
Trout. 

Mr. O’Sullivan remarked that a five pound Salmon could pass through it ; and that the 
poor fishermen suffered a considerable loss in consequence of its being so large. 

Mr. Godfrey said, that the ten inch mesh was decidedly too large for taking Trout; but, 
that as it was sufficiently small for the capture of Peal, he did not wish that it should be 
diminished. He himself caught three pound Peal with the present mesh ; and if it were 
lessened, he considered that it would be injurious to the fishery, because it would take the 
very small fish. 

Mr. Keays observed, that he considered the present mesh to be admirably adapted for 
the taking of Salmon in the Kerry rivers ; but that the Trout were lost, to a very great 
extent, in consequence of its size. 

Mr. O'Sullivan thought that an eight inch would be better suited to the fisheries of 
the country. Mr. Godfrey was enabled to take three-pound Peal, because he hauled in 
near shore, and was therefore able to put a greater strain upon his net, and thus lessen 
the size of the mesh, than if he fished out in the deep water. 

Mr. Butler, in reply to a question from Mr. Barry, said that he never heard that Trout 
were destructive to Salmon spawn and Fry ; nor did he think that any injury to the Salmon 
fisheries could be consequent on their being allowed to run up the Salmon rivers. He is 
of opinion that the small and the large Trout are a different species. 

Mr. O'Dowd thought, if Mr. Butler were allowed to fish the Curraan on the 1st January, 
he would be benefited individually; but those fishing by common law right would be 
injured, and the gross produce of the fishery diminished by such a season ; and by not 
opening that river in J anuary, Mr. Butler would be ultimately benefited. He thought it 
right to apprise that gentleman that it was his intention to fish the Curraan Lake in the 
ensuing year, as he had permission to do so from Mr. O’Sullivan, Mr. Hartopp’s agent. 
Exclusive of the produce of his own fishery, he paid £300 for fish taken in Ballinskelligs 
Bay in one year ; he did not purchase any last year ; but this was the case in 1841, 1842, 
and 1843. 

Mr. Butler said, that in these years those fishing by common law right drew their nets 
up to the mouth of the river, and even threw stones up the river in order to drive down 
the fish. 



The Eenagh. 

Mr. O' Dowd said, that he fished opposite the sand banks of the Eenagh, and between 
them and low water mark, both above and below the ferry ; and called Daniel O’Sullivan 
for examination as to the fishery of that river. 

Daniel O'Sullivan, sworn. — Is manager of the Eenagh fishery for Mr. O’Dowd. Has 
been fishing the Eenagh these four years ; heard that there was a Spring fishery there a 
long time ago. Heard an old fisherman, named William Bradley, say that he killed odd 
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Spring Salmon in tliat river in February ancl March, above the ferry hou.se. Within these Appendix, No. II. 
four years he has .seen some Spring Salmon go up with the flood, and come down with the — — 

ebb below the bridge. There are no distinguishing marks between the fish of the Eenagh 77,6 F^”“gh. 

and those of the Curraan ; he would not know them asunder. William Bradley told bun 

that the season on the Eenagh commenced on the 1st July, and continued to the 1st Former season. 

October ; and he has known this to be the case in his own time. The greatest quantity of fish 

is caught in August. They do not fish in June near the ferry : but they commence outside 

on the 14th June, and they fish at that time with success. Sends has fish to Killorglin, 

and sometimes opens them ; the August and September fish are merchantable. The pea, in August and Septem- 

these months, is about as thick as his finger ; they do not catch red unmerchantable fish ber fish. 

in these months ; the only unmerchantable fish they get then are those which are injured by 

porpoises. The fish are on the scours in the latter end of November and December; but Spawning. 

he never saw them in January; and he examined the river in that month. He saw them 

on the scours after Christmas ; but he cannot now recollect what length of time after. 

The spents come down in February, March, and April; aud the fry at the latter end of Migration. 

April, and the beginning of May. Never fished in the Eenagh in January. Thinks that 

the fish which go up early spawn early. Is of opinion, that if the river were properly pre- Result of protection. 

served, there would he Spring fish in it as well as in the Curraan : but they are not found 

in it now, because the breeding fish are destroyed by poachers. The fish taken in the 

Eenagh are as good as those of the Carra in August and September. Paid for Mr. O’Dowd Expense of 

£6 for the preservation of the river last year. Some malicious persons poison the Eenagh ; protection. 

there were only twenty or thirty Salmon taken last year in consequence of the destruction 

of the fish. 

Mr. O' Dowd did not think it prudent or advisable for a man having a long lease to fish Season, 
after the 20th August, and between that and the 1st September. If he had a perpetuity 
in the Eenagh, and was not a tenant-at-will, he would wish for an uniform Open Season, 
commencing the 1st February, and ending the 20th August, because the interest he would 
then have would cause him to protect ; the fish would then be allowed to spawn early ; 
and thus an early Spring fishery would be produced. Thinks that under such circum- 
stances it would not be expedient, or ultimately profitable, to fish after the 20th August ; 
nor is the fish, at that time, as good as previously. The early fishery is the most valuable, 
and preservation will make it so ; but a tenant-at-will does every thing be can to catch the 
fish without any regard to the future. 

Mr. Godfrey applied, on the part of Mi 1 . Bland, for an extension of the Open Season, on The River Sneem. 
the Sneem, to the middle of September, or the 1st October, as the fish run very late in Season, 
that river. 

Mr. Barry then read the following evidence of Mr. Bland’s water-keeper, given at 
Sneem that morning, with which Mr. Godfrey fully concurred : — 

“ The fish are taken with seines at the mouth of the River Sneem and in the pools. There are no 
bag nets used outside, as the adjacent river is too rough and rapid. There are two rivers, the 
Gearlia and the Levanagli ; and they join at Sneem Bridge, and form the Sneem River. The river 
thus formed is about three English miles in length before it meets the sea. The fishery of the Sneem 
has very much declined ; it is a very rapid river, and it is the opinion of witness, that the spawn of 
the fish lias been injured. There is no destruction of fish either by poaching, lights, or poison on the 
Sneem. The fish do not come into the river till the 1st June; and they spawn from November to Spawning. 
February ; the fish are in season from June to the 29th September. Spent fish descend to the sea in 
March. All the laud on both sides of the river belongs to Mr. Bland. The produce of the fishery, produce, 
when it was good, used to be about two and a half tons in the year. Otters destroyed great quantities 
of the fish. The average of Salmon to Peal is about eight Salmon to one hundred Peal.” 



The Blackwater. 

The Rev. Denis Mahony was desirous of au extension of the Open Season, on this The Blachoater. 
river, to the 20th September, as an outside, because he has seen a greater quantity of fish Seas0I1> 
taken in the latter than in the early part of the season; his fishery is in the tideway. 

Mr. Keays, sworn. — Buys the Blackwater fish, and has done so for many years. Seldom 
o-ets any fish from that river before the middle of June, and the supply continues till about Supply. 

12th September. Always got the largest quantity in the latter part of August ; the fish 
got at that time were chiefly Peal, aud were in particularly fine condition ; so much so, 
that although they came to Cork by land carriage be preferred icing them for tbe London August and Septem- 
market, in preference to the Cork fish. The proportion of Salmon to Peal, in the latter bee fish, 
end of August and up to the 12th September, to which time they continued in good con- 
dition, was about eight Salmon to 100 Peal. The fish of the Blackwater, from August to 
September, are in tbe finest condition of any fish in the south of Ireland. They are then 
progressing to a breeding state. Thinks it would not, however, be expedient to make a 
special exception in the case of the Blackwater, if the change be not general m the South 
of Ireland. . . „ , . 

John Henessy, sworn.— Is a water-bailiff, and acquainted with tbe Blackwater fisheries 
these twenty years. The fish commence to spawn at the latter end of November ; he Spawning, 
never saw a scour in the Blackwater before the 20th November. . . . 

Mr. Godfrey would extend the Open Season at the latter end of the year, because it is Extension of season, 
at that time he catches the greatest quantity of fish in good condition. 

Mr. Keays thought formerly that the rivers in the South of Ireland should have ditterent 
seasons ; but the information given on this Inquiry through its circuit has induced him to 
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Aram^No. II. beKeve that protection, and an adherence to a nniform season, would assimilate the habits 
The Slackwaier. “ ™? ®Mnveri, now appearing to he different. He thonght, therefore, that it would 

„ ”e “J'R“ncms, on general grounds, to have one season for the Bkckwater, and a different 

Uniformity. one lor the otter nvers in Kerry. 

Mr. Mahony said, that there was no use in haring an overstocked river : and this would 
be the result of not being allowed to fish up to the middle of September. Fish were made 
a? 6 S’?? , an » and sll0uld be takeQ when they were found fit for human food 
Mr. O Dowd said, that the reason of his opinions as to the necessity of uniformity arose 
irom the impossibility of distinguishing between the fish of two rivers running into the 
same bay. ° 

Prewrvation. .Den* McCarthy stated, that the Blackwater has been strictly preserved these four 

years, and no alteration has taken place m the time at which the fish ran up the river 
Poisoninc au admitted that the river has been poached during the last two years. 

M y- O&dhvan said, that the people were not permitted to angle, and from this - 



The Roughly. 
Season. 
Spawning. 
Suitable season. 



Former season. 
September fish. 



Origin of poisoning. 



Time of fishing. 
Best months. 



Former fishing time. 
Poisoning. 



Angling. 

Poisoning. 



extensive system of poisoning that was practised. 

The Rocghty. 

™ shed / 01 ' au extension of the season to the 20th September, or the 1st 
°' 7 ?^ id M Sheen ’ F T e v J> ? lonee ’ °^enshagh, and Croanshagh. 

|e >ower ^»d £ t 5£" 

“ reWr md ““*• “ d "P *» *• » does not taow a of S 

Owen Sullivan, sworn. — Is an old fisherman and on T 

It is about forty years since' the nrartiee on n * n ? moie Bulce > * bau before, the late Act. 

consequent upon the withdrawal of the nermW-^T ^ & , econ ?. *™ e 5 i* immediately 
fiv e years. &e prLSe “ t0 ^ whlch exi f ted for *"* or 

time, is not caused by any prohibition afmunrf- «n»r & lcatei ext ® ut tbau a t any previous 
to rod fishing except' in the* dose time. 0< ° at present, for there is no restriction 

of Kovembeu an&?g commcncesahout the 20th 
may commeic abort S 16 ft X “* X latto c “ 4 °* December. Au odd cue 

December, spawn up to the “ M £ °° d but M ‘ 80 as ” 
The spawning grounds are in everv m ' ‘ -^ < V e !' sa 7 ail J spawning m February. 

downVFebSrSy; S^^ in ‘fe?Tf h< i?‘ tlle n li ™ r - A few black fish come 
May. “ d 4J” 1 : "” 4 bat not any number, in 

with nets, and begins in June Tried once * 11 ° I 68 ’ ^ :0!J f a b° ve the tlcl eway. Fishes 
greater number i™e spents The W f .?■ M ch ' T 1 ““S 14 60me « I hut the 
greatest September; the 

spawn eariiest. The Zpr^e™T2kiSa^i , "“VS 0 
last two years. There is on innSsitv of rt,? eptemher; but it has ceased these 

destructive to the fishery. Concurs m omninn with + 1 , ? ^ ou S kt } r > ail <l it has been very 
caused by restrictions ; but latterly there could be no ^ tbat tIie practice was 

people have now every indulgence m mp-lino- onri 0 6 °° com P\ aints on that score. The 

proper season without i any obstruction wCv^ li 8 5 and e7ei 7 man ma >' fi sh in the 
in the Close Time, and^hey : A ^ o P r f S0nS 1 7 ere P re 7^ed from angling 
parties who are gnilty.ef tL pr,c£ “mg 
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do.it for Bake of the fish, and not from any hostile A,™,* x 0 „ 
ieelmg towards, the proprietors on the river. Does not think that they suppose poisoned — 

b f 519 l00 , d - 1 Heard some sa J ^ was injurious; but it fifths very poor m Sou 9 h '*- 

T ° thU ] k S l '® at luxu ^ t0 S et Salmon even in that state, that poison thenver — 
~ are /? und 1Q ^omovmng taking the fish out of the river are suspected. TlSe 
J® “ ever fish - f he a Pp lcr ® w 1 0uld Hke *e river to be preserved ; hut have an objection 
°f P v ° s .° cat °- . Heard t^at one clergyman raised his voice against this practice 
and pointed out its injurious consequences. “ ’ 

M ‘ C T tly ’ .° f Sum-file, sworn-Is acquainted with tile hakits of tlie hsh of 
*, ° " vor - , Sp»™™g t»tes place from November to January. The generality of Sm,™,. 

the &h are not bo fat rn September aa m July, in the upper part of the river. S Knotv a that 
the nver been occasionally poisoned for the last thirty years. It is generally done in Pol.™ 
bummer. Has frequently seen the Salmon in lives and tens, lying dead along the river * 

There was not much water m the river at the time ; but nothing else could havl hilled the ' 

^5“ ept . Th< V st “l> *“, m th ? A®, tat not to any eatent. Thinks that the pi« 

practice of poisomng arses from the strictness with which people are prevented iron. so 

hshrng. Restraints from fishing in the Open Tune have ernsted these ten years ; they have 
been increasing for the last four years, and lave become still more stringent during these two 
past in proportion as the strictness increased, the tendency to this mischievous practice • 
also increased. Knows, of his own knowledge, of people being prevented from fishing ; 
and he heard them say, that if they wore allowed to fish tlioy would not poison. ThSy Poi.oa»« 
were not prevented on their own lands, but they were on the lands of their neighbonra 
Knows of his own knowledge, that respectable persons poisoned the river themselvos 
Knows ot one case m which a respectable person poisoned the river himself, and had 
another prosecuted and convicted for the clime. Never knew the Omens to hinder any 
one from fashing -within the last year. J 

Mr. Hickson, the agent of Lord Lansdowne, wished, on the part of his lordship, for the 
same extension of season on all his lordship’s rivers as that which had been applied for on 
the Roughty. The evidence given as to the Roughty was applicable also to the others ; and 
be fully concurred m its being so used. 



The Clonee. 

Mr. Philip O'Sullivan, sworn — Has been living at Cloneo for a long time, and rents the The Clonee. 

fishery of the river under Lord Lansdowne. Is of opinion that it would not be injurious to 

i? e ^ dsb were * a ken U P to the 12th of September. Never heard of poisoning in Season, 

the Clonee ; and he knows the river these forty years. Never prevents angling in the Angling. 

Open beason. Fishes with a net in the tideway ; the fishery is rather diminishing. Pays 

for the protection of the river, but he fears it is not protected. There are three large lakes Protection. 

on this river, and some small ones besides. There are no Spring fish in this river. They 

begin to fish for Salmon in July; but the Trout fishery commences sooner. The usual Fishing time. 

stopping time was the 29th September ; but the fishing was not continued so long these 

last few years. A great many fish go up after lie ceases fishing, and several during his 

fishing time ; there is no net hauled in the upper parts of the river ; and yet one-tenth of 

the fish that go up never return. Finds the Salmon in as good condition in September as September fish. 

in any month in the year ; has not seen any fish change their colour in that month : they 

are then as bright as in July. Spawning commences in November ; they are never very Spawning. 

cautious about protection until the 20th : all the fish, with the exception of an odd one, 

have spawned at the latter end of December. The general run of the fish is from nine to Weight of the fish. 

fifteen pounds weight ; they are that weight in July. Salmon fishing is pursued in the 

deep water out before the mouth of the river ; but he does not exactly know whether it 

commences before or after his fishery in the river. Does not think it worth while to watch 

the river after the 1st January. Has killed Salmon of twenty pounds weight, but very 

seldom ; there are very few Salmon caught in June. 



Second Day.— Kenmare, Monday, November 18, 1844. 



t , Daniel Sullivan, sworn. — Is a fisherman; lives at Kenmare ; and is acquainted with the Kenmare'fisbery. ‘ 
fisheries these forty years. Holds a one-fourth part of Lord Lansdowne’s Kenmare fishery, 
extending from the mouth of the Sheeu clown, about two miles opposite the mouth of the, 

Finnehy. Other persons fish from Dourus downwards. The “ sweepers” have intruded upon 
their fishery : he has fished there for the last three years ; and within that time, the 
“ sweepers” have come up to the very bridge. £18 a-year is paid for the fishery, the fourth Rent, 
part of which he holds. He fishes up the Sheen, in a pool above the bridge ; but does not, 
fish in the Roughty or Finnehy. Fishes at the mouth of the Finnehy ; the Roughty fishery 
belongs to the College. Has taken about thirty Salmon in one haul ; does not know what Produce, 
quantity has been taken in the fishery during the entire year. Has a part with Henry 
Duckett, and pays one-fourth of the rent. 

Henry Duckett, sworn. — Lives at Kenmare, and holds the Kenmare fishery from Lord 
Lansdowne. He has known the Kenmare fishery these forty years; and during that time 1 
it always extended from the mouth of the Sheen river to Reenaveagh Point, opposite to- 
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September fish. 
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Extension of season 
not beneficial.. 



August fish. 



September fish. 

Decrease. 

Rent and tenure. 
Value of fishery. 
Protection. 
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Dromore Castle, a distance of about six miles. Is a yearly tenant, and has no written 
agreement for the fishery. Fished for the last thirty years below Mantua’s Rock, about 
one-fourth mile west of the Finnehy. But the constant fishing place is from the west of 
the suspension-bridge to below the mouth of the Finnehy. Fishes also above the bridge ; 
there are two or three good hauling places west of the bridge. Pays £18 a-vear rent, but 
got a reduction of one-fourth for three years since 1S42. The fishery has decreased these 
four years past. He attributes this falling off to the destruction of the river, and to the 
“ sweepers” hauling on his ground. He is often obliged to leave his hauling place in conse- 
quence of their encroachments. Has known so much as fifty Salmon to be taken in a day 
by such persons. The i£ sweepers” commenced this work about four years ago on his place, 
but there were some engaged in it six or eight years ago. They have even fished above 
the suspension-bridge ; but he was told by professional persons that there was no use in 
prosecuting, as the river had not been defined. About twenty-five or twenty-six 
years ago, killed 330 Salmon in one haul, at the suspension-bridge. That was tlie 
largest haul he ever made ; docs not recollect the quantity taken in any one year 
about that period. There was no demand then for fresh Salmon ; but the prices have been 
decreasing these last four years. He sells his fish in Killorglin ; and the prices there have 
been so low as 2d., and 2 %d. per pound ; attributes this to the quantity of fish which 
is caught. They used to continue fishing till the 29th September. They sometimes shoot 
their net without seeing the fish, and haul immediately ; they at other times rest before 
hauling. There is no market for fish in Kenmare ; and the produce is sold in Killorglin. It 
is there, and in the month of August and from that out, he gets li<7. per pound. The price 
was never so reduced as latterly. Sometimes sells for 2d. a pound, carriage and all. He 
does not think his fish is inferior to the other fish brought into the market. Sometimes 
opens his fish ; they show pea, and become baggy, touching on September. Almost all the 
fish he catches are Peal ; takes very few Salmon — not one out of ten. Considers that they 
are destroyed in the upper rivers, as they are not caught below. Thinks there would be 
plenty of stock for all, even though the up-stream fishers were allowed to fish to the 12th 
September. Would wish to benefit his own fishery, and also that of the people in the 
upper parts. . Is aware that a fishery will gradually become late, in consequence of fishing 
late; and it is in consequence of that he would cease fishing on the 12th September. By 
doing so he does not mean to make the fishery late, for he would haul only in a certain 
pool ; and then enough of seed would remain to stock the river. Of course others would 
be. hauling other pools at the same time ; and by that means he admits that all the fish 
going up to breed, might be intercepted up to the 1 2th September. Instead of not 
having fish till June, it would be better to have it in March, April, and May. If the 
modes of destruction, at present resorted to, were given up, he would agree in the prin- 
ciple of letting the fish run up early for the purpose of breeding, because he is convinced 
that by doing so, the fishery would become an early one. He is fully aware that the fish 
which go up early breed early ; and that it would materially benefit the river to allow the 
fish to pass up from the latter part of August. The wish he expressed that the season 
should extend to the 12th September, arose from artificial not natural causes; but, 
absolutely speaking, it would not benefit the fishery to extend the season. The fish are 
not so good, in September as in the earlier part of the year ; nor arc they so good above as 
below in that month. There is a pool above the bridge, and there is the greatest possible 
difference between the fish taken there, and those caught in the salt water in the latter 
part of August, touching on September; those caught in the pool then are brown in colour 
and quite soft, and are more advanced in pea and milt than the sea fish at the same time. 
For the earliest fish he took he never got more than one half-penny a pound more than for 
the August fish. 

Mr. Keays said his price in Killorglin was 3\d. in June and July, and 3d. in August. 

Witness to Mr. Godfrey. — Catches the greatest quantity of fish in August. If the fish 
going up in the latter end of August were preserved, the river would be made an early one. 

Mr. Godfrey said that the Blackwater river had been strictly preserved ; and yet they 
nevm: had an early run of fish there. It was, therefore, naturally a late river ; for they did 
not fish it these four years after the 12th August, and still there were no Spring fish in it. 

William Godfrey, esq ; , sworn. — At the latter end of September the fish in the upper 
n Y er ai ? getting' dark, and the pea is becoming large ; it is not much developed 
at tile beginning of September. Last year was the worst season he had known in the 
niaclrwater. lhe fishery has been gradually decreasing of late years ; and this he attri- 
butes to the fishing outside the river. Holds the Blackwater fishery, and fishes near the 
cietmed mouth of the river, and occasionally outside. Has rented the fishery these twelve 
or lourteen years; is a tenant-at-will, and pays £70 per annum. The value of the fish 
taken in 1843 was somewhat under £70, and the produce of 1844 was £45. There was 
very good value for the rent, and a fail- profit, in former years ; the decrease is caused 
by the fishing carried on by the boats outside in the estuary. Pays for the protection of 
tne river ; it has always been well protected. The fishery has rather fallen off since the 
aenmtion ot the mouth of the river, but this season was universally bad. There is a lake 
near the source of the Blackwater, about eight miles above the bridge, but the Salmon 
never get into it. Efforts have been made to remove the obstructions, but without success.’ 
,7 f rout S° into tlie lak e in great quantities, but he never saw a Salmon in it Heard 
that Salmon were brought up and put into the lake, but he supposes they died there. 
There is a long slopmg rock and a considerable fall, beyond which the Salmon never 
went, in ere was a tradition in the country about the lake’s having been cursed 
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Ho. l.-Extact from Mr. Boar's Application to the Board for an alteration in the 
Close Season of the Curraan ; dated September 21, 1844. 

a “ w 5‘. 3 ?° J ” a ' fi ? WS - “f o£ * ’"*• kl «- “i the ‘Me *»» ml low 

tte .no.nnnns.’to „h,r. thej ftmtaTE. ‘gSB 

James Boiler. 



H °(iatS" E 2??Df 0m n L “*S“ O'Sumvm to the Commissioners of Fisheries, 

Lit? ”‘ b0 5*f"2S !r fl ’- e ™'! te ” ce of the “ clusire ■%“ » ffs W m the 

Lurraan, the lake, and the tributaries claimed by Mr. Butler. J 

‘LiVr F art ° f E< ^ ai 'd Bouchier Hartopp, of Dalby House, in the county of Leicester Esa 
”* 1 ^terly and totally deny L ha "ng tny S 
t T u } e fisll ,7 ieS .’ and 1 have to request you will be pleied to note this mv protest 

of Mr H^topp fhlve o , f e ^ e ? C \ . re 1 u ? s t I make upon the part and on behalf 
or mr. Hartopp, as 1 have no notion of allowing his rights to be invaded by any man.” 

Eugene O’Sullivan. 



No. 3.— Extract from a Letter of Maurice O’Connell, Esq. to tbe Commissioners of 
fisheries, dated December 8, 1844, upon the above subject. 

“ J ,r S ?i y affeCt W^Wsand my interest, we acknowledge no exclusive right in 
Mi. Butler to the fishery on the lake and its feeders. My father has the fee of some farms on its 
shore, and along its feeders ; others lie holds from the proprietors; and I, at least as his repre- 
sentative, am not inclined to acknowledge any rights -which may devolve on him or me as landlord or 
tenant ot the lands bordering the lake, &c. As a matter of courtesy, or through private friendship 
We » 6rC1Se th ° Se nS:lltS 10 Mr * Butler ’ s prejudice, but wc cannot permit them to lapse from 

Maurice O’Connell. 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvaxy and J. Redmond Barry, JSsqrs., at Bantry, 

County Cork, Tuesday, November 19, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry. — The Rivers Ballylicky, Snave, and Glengariff, and all other 
Salmon Rivers terminating in the Bays of Bantry and Dunmanus, or in that 

PART OF THE Bay OF KENMARE WHICH BOUNDS THE COUNTY CORK. 

The Snave. 

Mr. Hutchins, Secretary to the Fishery Preservation Society, stated liis conviction to he The Snave. 

that the Open Season best suited to the river, estuary, aud tributaries, was from the 1st 

of April to the 1st of October ; and for the furtherance of this view of the subject, Suitatle season, 
requested that Mr. Samuel Daly should be examined. 

Samuel Daly, sworn. — Lives at Drumkeel, near the mouth of the Snave, and is a fisher- 
man and a farmer. Keeps nets, aud fishes in the tideway of the Snave. Holds the fishery 
with the farm ; has a lease of the farm, but the privilege of fishing is not mentioned in it • 
fishes therefore as one of the public by common law right ; and other persons living on 
farms in the neighbourhood fish in the tideway also. Wishes for an alteration of the 
season, because he considers the Close Season established by the late Act rather early. 

Caught from £20 to £30 worth of fish this last year; the neighbours, who fish there, Produce. 

catch about the same quantity as he ; these are Ryan and Warner. There are three seines Number' of seine 

at the mouth of the river ; but he cannot tell the quantity of fish caught in them ; t,hinT,-« 

the three seines caught £50 worth of fish in the year ; he does not keep any account of the 

quantity taken by himself. There are two other rivers in this hay, the Ballylicky and 

Donemark; there are three seines in the Ballylicky, and they catch, on an average, about 

as much as those in the Snave ; there is but one seine in the Donamark, which is only 

used occasionally, and is scarcely worth keeping. Believes that the Earl of Bantry does 

not give permission to fish at the mouth of the Glengariff. Begins to fish for Spring Trout Time of fishing. 

in the latter end of May, hut generally does not fish for Salmon until the latter end, about 

the 20th of June. In some seasons the fish come in earlier than in others. The Salmon 

which they catch are generally from three to ten pounds weight; seldom catches one 

heavier than that ; and their tails are forked. The great run of fish is from July up to Run of fish. 

the end of August ; even before the present Act they hardly ever fished after the latter 

' F 
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end of August. Caught fish this year up to the stopping- day, the 20th August. Ninety- 
seven was the greatest number he ever caught in one haul, and that was some years ago. 
Used to stop fishing on the 20th August, because the Salmon then began to get red, and 
were not saleable. The fish have good sized peas in them at that time ; the peas arc 
larger then than in June and July. Sells his fish in Ban try and the neighbouring places ; 
and, when he catches a quantity, he sends it to Cork by horse and cart ; does not pack it 
in ice ; and sells it to the picklers ; the fish reaches Cork in eighteen or twenty hours 
after being caught. Has sent fish to Cork in this way, and knew it to be afterwards 
packed in ice and exported. Knows the Snave up towards the mountain ; it is a rapid 
river, and has in it several gravel beds and deep pools ; there is one very good one high 
up in the river ; the fish are poisoned there and then hauled out by nets with stones 
attached to them. Took black spent fish in his net during the fishing time this year. 
November and December are the general months for spawning ; the fish probably spawn 
in January. There are water-bailiffs on the river. The other persons ceased fishing about 
the same time with him, as they did not consider themselves paid for their time by fishing 
longer. There are no Salmon caught in May ; gets 4rf. per pound for June Salmon ; the 
highest price he gets in Cork is 3id. or 4 cl. per pound ; it is sold in Bantry sometimes for 
2d., 2 id., and 3d., according to "the supply in the market. Fishes round the coast for 
Herrings and Mackarel ; fishes to the west of Whiddy Island, and sometimes takes an odd 
Salmon there. The spawning time in the Ouvane is about the same as in the Snave. The 
spent fish come down in January, February, and March ; the Fry in April and the early 
part of May. Thinks that from the 1st May to the 1st October would be the best Opcu 
Season, because several gentlemen would then be able to angle wbo cannot do so now ; 
wishes for this season because it would benefit the anglers. The breeding fish do not 
commence to run up in any numbers until September. Scarcely ever fished after the 1st 
September ; and it would not be worth while to continue after that : more breeding fish go 
up in September than in August, and they have then more pea than in the month of August. 

Patrick Sweeny, sworn. — Lives at Glengariff with Mr. White; is an angler, and 
employed by gentlemen in that capacity. Fishes on all the rivers and lakes about 
this quarter. Saw black Salmon yesterday in the Glengariff River ; is sure there are- 
3,000 black fish in that river this moment. There are no Salmon spawning yet ; there 
are no .fish but Trout on the spawning beds ; and he would be surprised to hear that the 
Salmon hacl already made their beds in many other rivers in that part of the country. 
They first make the spawning beds in the Snave about the 10th November ; and they con- 
tinue spawning up to the middle of December ; never saw them on the beds after 
Christmas; the latest time he observed them on the beds was the 17th December. 
Never beard of then- spawning in January and February. A few fish spawn in the Done- 
mark, and they spawn there about the same time as in the Snave and Ouvane. Has seen 
Salmon above the falls of Donemark ; saw them leap up tlie falls ; saw fifteen in one hole 
in or about August or September. Begins to fish for Trout on the 14th February, but never 
for Salmon until May; it is a great rarity to catch one in May. The 14th February last, 
caught two spent fisli in the Ballylicky, half a mile from the sea ; killed six the week after, 
and has killed nine spent fish in a day. The spents run down from the 1st April till the 
latter end of May. August, September, and October, are the best months for angling in 
these rivers ; it would not he worth while to fish them at any other time. He catches the 
greatest quantity in September and October ; they are then red, but are not so in August. 
Killed spring fish, fresh from the sea, on the 31st December at the old Cromola Bridge ; 
they had the sea lice upon them : fish caught in September have good large peas. Never 
caught Salmon in February. It is but a chance to get a white fish many of these rivers in 
September. The last time be fished the Adrigoole, near Berehaven, was in May and June, 
and he killed both Trout and Salmon there in good condition. Fished there in September, 
and the Salmon were then all red and full of pea; fished another stream called the “Salmon 
Leap, 1 ' near Castletown Berehaven, but caught nothing there except Spring Trout ; he fished 
the Durrus also, hut never caught a Salmon in it. There is but an odd. white salmon in 
these rivers in March ; killed a white Salmon once on Patrick’s Day in the Donemark below 
the falls. Does not know if there be mill dams in these rivers. Does not sell his fish ; 
and consequently cannot tell the value of each year’s angling. Heard that the river was 
poisoned this year, aud that it was done for the sake of obtaining the fish ; he speaks only 
of the Cromola River. There is one pool in this river full of rocks and crevices, which it 
is impossible to haul with a net ; all the fish collect there, and are poisoned by the people. 
The Ballylicky would be the best spawning river if preserved. If the Donemark were 
opened up, aud a passage made for the fish, it would be a very good river also ; there are 
a great many deep holes in it. Spears and nets are used every day in the river, although 
water-bailiffs are paid for protecting it ; is of opinion that they would never do their duty 
unless they were sworn ; and wished to know from Mr. Mulvany why they could not he 
sworn. 

Mu. Mulvany said he was very glad that they could not swear them ; such a practice 
was an immoral one, and led to very unhappy results. If a man would not do his duty 
without being sworn, he was undeserving of having any duty entrusted to him. 

Witness, in continuation. — Told Mr. Murphy, that if he opened up the Donemark, and 
erected fishing weirs, he would make £150 a year. Any person who paid ten shillings a 
year for the protection of the river could fish without hmderance on all the rivers under 
the control of the Fishery Preservation Society. 

Mr. Mulvany expressed his satisfaction at this arrangement, as evincing a better feeling 
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thrill ^ operated in other places, and, in reply to an observation of the -witness Sweeny, 
said he was glad that the tune had gone by when policemen could go into houses to search 
for, mid seize nets and spears. In the present state of the law no one was punished unless 
an offence were actually committed ; and it was no offence to have a net in a house, for 
the owner might be a maker of nets, or have the implement for fishing where it was com- 
petent for him to do so. 

Mr. Thomas Eccles, sworn.— Has been in the habit of fishing, but does not fish any at 
present. The fish spawn in November and December ; but he cannot tell whether they do 
so in January or not. It is probable that the fish which go up late do not spawn so soon 
as those which go up early. The greatest run of fish is in July and August ; and at that 
time the greatest quantity is caught in the river, sea, and tideway. Fish caught in the sea 
in September, are pretty good ; but in that month, the first run of fisli in the river are 
turning black, and are then advanced in pea. In October, the fish are far advanced in pea 
and milt, and spawn in two or three months after going up ; a few breeding fish may go up in 
November. There are no lakes on the rivers in this locality, with the exception of those 
on the Adrigoole and Glengariff. The fish run up at the same time, in the Donemark, the 
Ouvane, the Adrigoole, and Glengariff. Some fish get up the falls of Donemark, but 
the number is very few ; they ascend this river to a distance of about three miles 
until they meet another great fall at Inchiclough, which is thirty feet in height. The 
Donemark is rather a rapid river, and would become a tolerably good spawning place, 
if an upward passage were made for the fish ; it would be ‘well worth while, and 
-not at all difficult to make such a passage. The best Open Season for these rivers would 
be from the 1st March to the 1st October. There never was any season observed here 
before the late Act came into operation ; heretofore they fished as early and as late as they 
pleased ; and during the month of September those who fished, used to kill as much fish as 
they could-. Some odd fish go up in September, and they are then red ; of course, if all 
were allowed to fish in September, as much Salmon as possible would he killed in that 
month, but some would escape. If the Close Season which he proposes were strictly 
observed, the river would he afterwards sufficiently stocked for the future produce. The 
fish which go up first, spawn first, and the early fish are the most valuable. 

If he had the whole river as his own property, and looking on the fisheries as a matter 
of commercial importance, he wpuld have the Close Season commence a month earlier than 
October. Is under the impression that the witness Daly understated the value of tlie 
fisheries in these rivers. Thinks the extension of the latter part of the fishing season would 
benefit the seine fisheries ; and there never would be a fish in the market if the supply 
depended upon the anglers alone. The fish run up these rivers but a short distance, 
because the water is so clear ; and the seine fishers are, therefore, the persons whose 
interests are to be considered. Thinks that the Open Season should, at all events, extend 
to the latter end of August, as a considerable quantity of good, wholesome fish would he 
taken between the 20th August and the 1st September. Is of opinion that the mesh 
required by the Act 5th and 6th Vic. c. 106, is unsuited to the Bay of Bantry ; for the 
general run of the fish in this neighbourhood are very small, and escape through it; the 
largest fish he has seen there was not more than ten or twelve pounds weight, while a 
great number of their Salmon weigh only three or four pounds, and these escape through aten 
inch mesh. White Trout, a great number of which run up these rivers, pass through it also. 
There are three sorts of fish in these rivers : Spring Trout, white Trout, and Salmon. The 
spent fish used to be destroyed to a very great extent, but this is not the case latterly. 
He thinks it would bo beneficial to have the mouths of these rivers defined ; they run 
rapidly, and meet the salt waters suddenly ; and in this respect they differ from other 
rivers. The Act requires the seine fishers to be a certain distance from the month of a 
river, hut these mouths have never been defined; no injury has, however, resulted from 
this as yet ; but the law might at some future time he enforced, and the seine fishers are 
therefore in a state of uncertainty as to the limits within which they may he allowed to 
fish. 

Mn. Mulvany observed, that in case any dispute arose, the mouth would be defined, if 
an application were made to the Commissioners to that effect. The question of definition 
was very intricate, and each case should be determined upon its individual merits. 

Witness, in continuation. — Would wish to have a mesh of such a size as would let all the 
Fry and very small fish pass through ; he would sanction only a medium mesli ; for, if a 
very small one were used, the size of the fish would be affected ; but, in consequence of 
the present size of the mesh, the Trout escape, and destroy the Salmon Fry in the upper 
parts of the river. 

Mr. John Brian Corkery, sworn. — Does not fish the Snave at present, as he has let his 
fishery, which is opposite to that of Daly’s. Is lessor of the form and fishery, and used to 
get about £30 a year out of the latter, when he fished it hi m self. He heard that the 
fishery returned more than that sum last year. The river was preserved when he fished it 
himself. Used to begin fishing on the 1st June, and always ended on the 1st September. 
The fish were very good until the latter end of August. Kept at one time a purse net at 
the mouth of the liver. The general run of fish was from the latter end of August to the 
beginning of October. Caught very few in June and July ; they were very good in Sep- 
tember, and had larger peas then than in August. Very few ran in the latter end of 
October. Black fish come down the Snave in January and February, and great numb ere 
are destroyed in the upper parts by poisoning and spearing. The weight of the general 
run of fish is from four pounds to seven pounds ; he seldom caught one of ten pounds. Has 
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never taken a Salmon in December or January ; and never set bis purse net until June. 
The Ballylickey is a better spawning river than the Snave. Is of opinion that the latter 
end of August would he the best time to close the season ; and is also convinced that the 
alteration of the mesh to eight inches all round, would be attended with very beneficial 
results. Such an arrangement would be of advantage to all persons interested in the 
fisheries. 

Mr. Richard T. Evanson wished the Inspectors of Fisheries to understand, that he also 
was desirous of having the size of the mesh diminished; he had been in the habit of 
catching large quantities of white Trout in the Durrus — indeed as much as supplied ten 
different houses ; but now the mesh was so large that the Trout passed through and escaped. 
The Trout used to run in March, April, and May, but now they do not do so till June. A 
net, fit for the capture of Trout, might be used in May, June, July, and August, without 
injury to the Salmon fishery. It is utterly impossible to catch Trout with the present 
Salmon mesh ; he, himself, was summoned by a coast guard officer, because of the size of 
his mesh, and this occurred in the Open Season. The practice of poaching by night 
prevails to a great extent in these rivers. 

Mr. R. T. Evanson, sworn. — There are very few Salmon in the Durrus ; it is a mere 
breeding river. The fish run there from July to October ; a great quantity are in a breed- 
ing state in the latter month. There is a good seine fishery in the tideway of this river. 
There are good spawning grounds in the Durrus, and the principal spawning months are 
November, December, and January; more fish spawn in November and December than at 
any other time; he has never seen fish spawning in February. The spents go down soon 
after spawning. He never knew them to be in the river after March, but they have been 
destroyed in great quantities. Has a white Trout fishery, but the meshes of the net are too 
large to catch Trout. The Trout vary from half a pound to four pounds weight. The best 
are those caught in March and April, but those taken in June are remarkable for want of 
size ; they spawn much about the same time as the Salmon. Has seen the spents going 
down in February and March. Thinks the Open Season for these rivers ought to be 
extended one month ; but regarding the fishery in a commercial point of view, and con- 
sidering that there must be the same season for the sea, river, and estuary, he would leave 
the Close Season as it is. Ten days, however, would be a great advantage to them on the 
whole, and not injurious to the breeding fish. He is aware that kelts become good sound 
fish in two months after spawning, and would not be surprized if they attempted to return 
to the same river as that in which they had spawned. Has not known an instance of an 
effort having been made to catch Spring fish in February and March. 

The evidence terminated with the testimony of this witness, and 

Mr. Hutchins said, he felt himself bound to state that he came to the meeting under a 
strong conviction that an alteration in the Close Season would be beneficial to the fisheries ; 
but the evidence of that day, and the forcible arguments of the gentlemen who presided 
at the inquiry, effected a complete change in his opinion. He had now no hesitation in 
declaring that the interests of the fisheries would be best promoted by allowing the law 
regarding the Close Time to remain as it was. 

. Mb- Mulvany observed, that a circumstance of a similar nature took place at Killorglin, 
m the case of Messrs. Herbert and O’Connell, who withdrew their names from a memorial 
which they had signed, praying for an alteration of the Close Season in the River Carra. 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., 
at Skibbereen, County Cork, Wednesday, November 20, 1844. 

Subject op Inquiry — The Rivers Ilen, Rowry, Annahinchy, and their Tributaries, 
and ALL Rivers terminating on the Coast between Mizen Head and Galley 
Head, together with the adjacent Coast. 



¥’'• R ° hert ^nns, sworn.— Lives at Ardrala, opposite Innisbeg island. Uses a fishing- 
ci att tor the capture of Salmon and Herrings, and fishes from the mouth of the river at Sandy 
Island up to Newcourt m the tideway. Fishes with a seine hauled on shore ; and tries it 
m every part of the tideway, except in a few places where a net cannot be hauled. Hauls 
his net an hour and a half or two hours before and after high water ; but there are two 
places on the river in which some persons shoot their nets at high water. The length of 
S sevent J: fi ^ e t0 eighty fathoms ; the breadth of the channel at low water is 
t “ 5 1 ®° + ?“ “““» T and the narrowest part of it is about half that. He always commences 

SiSm' E fSi 14 P“ th0 ®" el ', Ilen forty-*™ or fifty years, but never 

caught fish with a seme before that time. He also had a stake net opposite his house, and 
never at ary tune caught a fish in it before the 2nd July. The weir just alluded to, was 
up tar eighteen years ; rt is now twenty years since be erected it ; and it was taken down 
were sMnS™ ?S M He ? r OTer 4shed nor has he heard that Salmon 

June w 7 ' , a Shirkm Mend before the month of 

June. Before the late Act he used to cease fishing before the 1st November and the 

up t0 that ^ , Ii ® hin S ceased outwardly, last year, 
on the 20th August, but the Salmon were covertly taken after that time. Fishing actually 
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ceased about the latter end of September. Catches Salmon in July, of lire eiuht and Am™, N. it 
twelve pounds weight He never remarked the tails of the fish, and therefore Sot Sll — 
whethei they were forked or not ; but not one in forty of those which he catches would Th ‘ Ik '- 
be fifteen pounds weight Keyer fished for white Trout in the estuary. When the Ser , , , f— 
net" S I°I ° *» Ml* the { Sf : f wait till there is a leap, before they shoot iel ** “■ 

C r f '”*5 ll "« el y derelopedpea, but not earlier than October; and the 

S/if'e 1 ! 1 . Se V te “' ler lm T e E eo a » small that it might be considered as 
erfSl H S ^ &h f°. Sentlomen m the neighbourhood, and opens none of them 
except those which are used for his own family. He has caught spent fish in December 
W f ° r ^beir appearance was ugly, and calculated only to excite one's 

disgust. Fly go down to the sea from the middle of April to the middle of May • neyer r 
saw them going down so early as March, although ho has peculiar finalities to observe them, 
as he lives near the river, and can see with a glass any small fisli that are going down! 

t0 body, and others fish in the same place Se,t. 
with him. The first man that lands has a nglit to the haul against the tide, while the next Mode of MW 
may tab his place, or haul from the stern of his boat with the tide. They sometimes * 

shoot their nets without seeing the fish. Sold his fish this year for 2 Ji. and 3d. per pound, P,w« 
and got id. at the beginning of the season. The whole produce of his net and boat this Produce, 
year was not quite £12 ; he got £5 as his share. If early fish could be caught in such a 
quantity as that it might be sent to Corh, he certainly would get more than id. per pound 
for bis fish. Last year six seines fished on the same ground with him, that is fiom New- Scot,., of S.W. 
court to Lady Island; and none of the other seines made, on an average, more than his ■ 
the whole fishery did not, he is convinced, bring in £70. There are other net fisheries 
beside that m his locality, on the river higher up. He never saw a hag net used on tliis 
coast, there is no. fish except Mullet taken east of Reenaroge. The deep channel is to 
the northwards ; it is ten or eleven fathoms in depth, and affords a good passage for vessels 
with a pilot A few odd Salmon are taken in Ballydehob Bay. The Close Season in the Suitable Season. 
.River Hen should commence on the 1st or 10th of October ; if the beginning of October 
be wet, very few fish will go up afterwards. Is of opinion that it would benefit the fisheries Mesh 
to have a smaller mesh than that at present allowed. He used to fish with a smaller mesh, 
and never caught more than one Salmon of so small a weight as three pounds. When they 
can only fish two hours before, and two hours after low water, plenty of fish would go up 
to the anglers above ; he himself saw the fish go up in that resting time. 

Here the "Witness read the following paper, as expressive of his opinions on the subject 
under investigation : — J 



“ The Close Season in the lien should commence between the 1st and 10th October. If before the Season. 

1st, the run of Salmon up will be too great, and it may offer an inducement to persons up the river to 
run the risk of being fined (as last year). If later than the 10th, there will be a danger that most 
of the fish that went up will be killed. If the beginning of October is wet, there will be very few 
fish going up after. 

“ It will make no difference with regard to injuring the Salmon fishery, what size between nine M es b. 
inches and five inches in the round the mesh may be. 

“ As to length of seine below Newcourt, there would be little use to go to fish for Salmon or Length of net. 
Herrings with a net, shorter than from seventy- five to eighty fathoms. The rule mentioned by the 
Lee Association could never be conclusive, because, while part of the river at high water, neap tides, 
is perhaps not more than eighty fathoms ; there are other parts more than 200 fathoms -wide. 

“ The late Act, in all other matters concerning Salmon fishing in lien, is very good if carried into 
effect. 

“ If the Close Season was altered to 1st or 10th October, and the mesh to nine inches or under, I 
believe there are no owners of seines down the river that would not do all in their power to protect 
the fish after that time. 

“ If water-bailiffs, or others, appointed for the preservation of Salmon, are not sworn to act impar- 
tially, I fear they could hardly be depended on.” 

Witness, in continuation. — Believes that the fish which go up first, spawn first ; and he Spawning, 
heard that the fish were on the spawning beds in January and February. The Fry come Migration, 
down from the middle of April to the middle of May. He himself took a spent fish at the 
latter end of December, and believes the general opinion to be that the spent fish go 
down in February and March. About forty years ago he heard his uncle say that 500 Comparative produce. 
Salmon were taken in this river in one day ; but since the mill was huilt, and the fish- 
ing in the mill race took place, the fishery lias dwindled away. Never made more by 
the weir alluded to than £20 or £25 a year, on an average, and he had the entire 
fishery. The year 1843 was the best Salmon year he recollects since the mill was built. 

The mill dams were then broken down, and there was the greatest run of fish after the 

1st September. This has been one of the worst years he ever saw ; and he attributes the 

decline in the fishery to the great destruction of the spawning fish, which were actually 

killed in. hundreds. He calls all the fish Salmon which are over four pounds weight. Is 

desirous of having the season extend to the 1st of October ; and if he had the whole Season desired. 

right of fishery in the river and estuary, he would permit the pools in the upper part of 

the river to he fished till that time, because he believes it would he beneficial to the 

fishery to do so. The river is sometimes so low that there is not water in it sufficient to 

turn a mill : this was the case all this Summer, from June to September, and the fish 

could not ascend the river. Heard that a great many Salmon were taken in a hole, in a 

part of the river out of which they could not get, in consequence of a deficiency of water. 

Charles M‘ Carthy, sworn. — Lives at Bishopsland, five miles up the river Hen, near the 
church ; is a farmer, and has frequently fished with nets off his own land. The water is 
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deep at tlie place he lives. Often observed the spawning. It commences early in 
December, and the great bulk of the fish are on the beds in December. Saw fish come up 
to spawn in January, and making pits in the shallows. They begin first in the upper part 
of the river; and all spawning is over in January. The latest time he ever saw the fish 
spawning was up to February. The spent fish return to the sea. when they get the first 
floods; that is, in February and March ; and a great number of 'them are killed in the 
upper parts during the winter ; in fact, everybody has been doing all that could be done 
to catch and destroy them. There are some deep holes in the river, in which the fish 
could not be caught by lights and spears ; but they have been caught in those places by 
means of nets. Very few fish are taken in August. The mill weir prevents the fish from 
going up, until the floods come to carry them over it. The mill sluice is always closed on 
Sunday. The greatest run of fish is in September and October ; and the fish caught in 
the former month are of a white colour, and very bright. There are very few red fish 
taken at that time. Sells some of the fish, and uses another portion in his own house. 
The pea of the fish is very small in September, and does not become large till October. 
A great many fish ascend the river after the 1st of October. It would not be at all 
difficult to protect the breeding fish in the upper parts of the river ; but there are not 
many holes where they would be naturally protected, without the protection of tlie people 
living along the banks. Caught some good and some bad fish in November and December, 
and used those taken at that time in his own house. Three years ago, when the floods 
occurred in June, there was a greater abundance of fish in the river than at any other 
previous time that he recollects. He never saw a bad fish in June. There is a restric- 
tion to angling generally by persons holding land along the river. He pays nothing for 
his fishery. Has a lease of the land, hut there is nothing mentioned in it about the fishery, 
or the mode of fishing. 

John Horan, sworn.— Witness follows angling as a trade. Is what is called a sports- 
man, aud has frequently killed black Salmon. The best angling ground in the lien is 
three or four miles from Skibbereen. There is no sudden fall about .that place, and there 
are a few deep holes there. August, September, and October are the three best months 
for the run of fish. The fish begin to spawn in the latter end of November. Very few 
spawn in January. White fish are, of course, the best ; they begin to assume a copper 
colour at the latter end of September, and to show pea in September, hut it is then very 
small. He has boiled the Salmon, and found very few of them with curd. The fisli here 
are the worst in the country; aud the river is tlie latest that he is acquainted with. The 
fish do not run up before July. The Fry begin to descend in the latter end of March, and 
have all gone m April. There are very few of them in the river in May. There is not 
much water m the river in June aud July. The general weight of the fish is from five to 
ten or twelve pounds. One of fifteen pounds is very rarely met with. Some of tho fish 
caught m the latter end of September are as lively as those caught in August ; but others 
are not so. He would as soon play a Salmon of seven as of fifteen pounds, because it 
gLves more sport. Although floods may occur in March and April, no Salmon make 
then- appearance so soon, nor even up to May. Might kill about 100 Salmon in tlie 
year; but he would Lave to sell three parts of them for 2d. per pound. Lights are used 
to take the fish at night in this river. The spents go down in February. Fish caught in 
August have very little pea or milt ; it is larger in September, and larger still in October, 
a he iish are now going up the small rivers to spawn, and it is ten to one if they will ever 
come down. One haul with a net in the salt water would take as much as ah the anglers 
m the nver put together. fa 

John French, Esq sworn —Is an angler. Knows the Hen well, but is better acquainted 
with other nvers. Has angled the lien from its source to I-Iollybrook bridge. It is a 
good spawning nver There are in it a great many deep holes, in which the fish could 
^ TIT" 7 Ti 6 111 time - The water in the river is very low in 

aSSJ* J 7 y ’ and would “ ofc be kkely to go up where there is ^deficiency of water. 
Au£ w a !' U rf Co . har Q a - He never hooked a Salmon above theTooreen so early as 
. 4 September. The (j sh m in gooa condition, of „ J ht 
n. P ; n m ! e 9? of September they are of as bright a colour as in 
Sj* 1 * .., He canght good fish m October, and even in November. They we 



£ ° : wuuuui, auu evyu m novemoer. xneywere 

aiid NovPmbp/’nr^ fiSh ’- y ere TT krge iQ 1>ea and inUt ' The fish caught in October 
fishfr S fish ' He never caught a Spring fish in this locality. The 

™ iT d ® e P tei ^ er g™ the best sport, because they are then more lively than 

** curdy /so much so, that Te never 



reenlWs , , : . , ° uuu unray; so rnuen so, tliat lie never 

and cmteoAst . S W c°r 6 m l4 ' Spawning commences the latter- end of November, 
ftiSrlw f 0f -T" 1 ' a T f e groat spawn in December. In the Howry 
tne chief spawning season is from the 1st to the 20th of December Fry in these rivers 

Im-ltTMamh e T'r‘ ™ ek H *1 * April. He iS aToddfty 

fish Ket iSo it T Tf ° 1S “ “5 ff, h v ad A * 116 bt owr y. but it is almost impossible for 

Zt 7- ■ * h Ttei ; e 18 a great fall there of about thirty feet. It is not nernendicular 

“st of a “if ? el ?' river the fish do not mn till the 

There sZoS.SfjS “ TT? S" 3 6ntire ° f month, -and in November, 
si off Ihe mo^th f the Rowry, hnt there is no bag net used in the 

sea on the mouth of that nver. In the Annahmchy the fish do not co nr. till the middle 

to imtSce a in SernZL " 0,?? be «“ ln!ng f that H the Close Season were 

commence in September or October, the anglers would not think it worth their while 
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to preserve the rivers. Does not think that an association for the preservation of the Appendix, Xo. II. 

fishery would be got up except in reference to angling. 

. Richard H. H. Becker , Esq., sworn.— Is acquainted with the Den, and formed a protec- Thc I! '"' 
tive association since the Act passed. The river had been preserved before, since 1819 ; The Ueil 
and fishing was always discontinued after the 1st November since that time. He lolls Protection 
twenty Salmon a week, on an average. The least of them is five pounds, and the average 
weight seven pounds. Of the Salmon caught in September, some are in a spawning state 
and some not. Fry run from the 1st April to the latter end of May. The river was 
watched last year. Thinks the quantity of fish has increased during the last five or six Produce, 
years, and attributes that increase to the protection which has been extended. Is of 
opinion that Trout destroydhe Salmon Fry. Trout run up from March to July, and they Trout, 
cease running when the Salmon begin to ascend. Would wish for a net of a smaller mesh Mesh, 
for taking Trout in the river and estuaries ; and, as the Trout is not the Salmon season, no 
inconvenience would arise if a smaller sized mesh were permitted. 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Bandon, 

County Cork, on Friday, November 22, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry — The Rivers Bandon, Ariugadeen, and their Tributaries, and 

ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING ON THE COAST BETWEEN THE GaLLY 

Head and Barry’s Head, together with the Fisheries of the entire Coast 

of the County Cork between these Points. 

The Bandon River. 

Thomas Palmer, sworn.— Is a fisherman and lives at Shippool ; fishes at Shippool, and The Bandun. 

from that down the river with boats and a seine. He shoots his net near low water, a 

little before the last of ebb, and after the first of flood ; fishes at night ; draws his net some- Mode of filing- 
times with and sometimes against the current; and in fishing does not wait till he sees the 
fish jump before he shoots his net. Used to fish a Scotch flood weir at Shippool ; and 
usually put on the netting in May, and sometimes about the 1st April. Before the late 
Act he generally began to fish with draught nets in April ; and never fished so early as 
February till last year. He fished last March, but the Salmon killed at that time were not 
worth one half penny per pound. He caught but one unspawned fish in February. Used Former fishing time, 
to begin fishing on the 1 st March, in the old time. About twenty years ago he caught an 
unspawned fish in March ; and never, during his life, killed in that month, hut two fish 
that had not spawned ; the peas of these were large ; has heard of others killing them, not, 
however, in any numbers. He might take an odd Spring fish in March ; hut would catch 
in that month a great many spent fish returning to the sea. The early part of April is a 
good time for fishing ; he takes good fish in that month of from six to eight pounds weight, 
and catches spents also along with them, but not in great quantities. Is aware that if the 
spents were allowed to go down to the sea they would come hack good fish in May and 
Juno ; and if he owned the entire fishery he would allow them to get down, for he would 
be certain of catching them when returning. Catches the greatest quantity of good fish Best months, 
in June and July ; it is in these months that the Peal run ; some few, however, come up in 
the latter end of May. Heavy fish run every month, but the heaviest are in September ; 
they have then hut the smallest sign of pea. He has been fishing the river upwards of 
forty years ; and never caught a fish large in pea in that month ; the pea is then about the 
size of his finger. The fish first begin to show an increase of pea in November ; he, at all 
events, never noticed an increase before that time. Catches heavy Salmon in October, and October fist, 
has opened them for the purpose of Baiting ; they are then in good condition. The 
fish in April bring 8 d., 9 d., and HM. per pound ; but in September only id. The greatest 
number of heavy fish go up to spawn in the latter end of October ; the spent fish come Migration, 
down in March, and sometimes before that time ; and they cease running down, about the 
20th April. He never caught a black fish in May. The fish spawn about the 1st Spawning. 
November, and all through ..that month. He saw them on the spawning beds in the 
Bandon river in the middle of November ; but never saw them making pits in January or 
February. In two tides last year, and that, too, at the end of October, he caught a great 
quantity of fish all of a bright silvery colour : the red Salmon are as good as the bright, 
when they come in from the sea, only that they have the sea lice on them. All the Destruction, 
breeding fish were destroyed by nets, up the river, last year ; and this made the fishing 
very had. There was no run- of Peal this year at all, at Shippool ; nor were they caught 
between him and the sea. He does not kill as much fish now, as when he fished the stake 
nets ; he certainly killed more last year (1843), than when the stake nets were up, but 
that was not the case this year. The fish run up a-head with the fresh water ; and, there- 
fore, he catches most when there is a little fresh in the river. Witness is of opinion that 
the fishery is decreasing within the last twenty years ; and he thinks the best Open Season Suitable season, 
for the fishery would be from the 1st April to the 1st November. 

John Miller, sworn Has been a fisherman these thirty-five years ; and fishes where the 

tide ebbs and flows from Innoshannon to Kinsale. He fishes for himself ; and every one . 

can fish on the same ground with him; fishes with draft nets only. Formerly began to F °i' m - er ^ slin & time ' 
fish on the 1st March, and ended the 1st November ; and this was the regular habit up to 
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the year 1S43 ; no person fished after the 20th August this year, except for Sprats and 
Herrings. The Sprat and Herring fishery begins on the 1st August ; and the Herrings 
come up as far as Kilboggan. He has one Salmon seine, and sells the produce of Ins 
fishery, but has not kept any account of the quantity he caught. Thirty Salmon -was the 
most he ever caught in a haul. He pays no rent for his fishery. Some years he makes 
about £30 by his fishing, but the produce is very variable ; he has generally more profit 
by Sprats and Herrings than by the Salmon fishery. The best months for Salmon fishing are 
June and July; the fish run in these months in the greatest quantities; but he gets the 
best price in March and April ; Is. or lid. per pound is usually paid at that time. He never 
caught a fish heavy in pea in March or April ; caught very few black or spent fish in March. 
The Peal begin to increase in pea and milt about September; used to take good fish 
sometimes in October. The harvest run of Salmon show signs of pea in August, and it 
increases from that time out. He has caught red fish coming up from the sea heavy in 
pea in October, and has killed great quantities of them in that month, but he never fished 
after the 1 st November. If one hundred sprat nets were shot in the river, they would not 
take one Salmon; he has seen several boats fishing for Sprats and Herrings, and they very 
seldom took a Salmon, for the nets are shot with too long a sweep, and besides, the Salmon 
ran up when the floods are high ; a time at winch they cannot go out to fish for Sprats. He 
would have the fishing season commence on the 1st April, and the 1st November; in fact 
he would fish on as he could get a fish. Admits that it would not be right to continue 
until the fish are ready to spawn. It would answer the fresh water people to begin the 
1st March. It is true that many Spring fish pass up in February ; hut he would give up 
F ebruary, because it is useless to go out so early. Sometimes the water is low in February. 
He has caught the fish in the greatest quantities when they were most destroyed ; when 
there is too great a number in pea and milt allowed to ascend the river, they do not come 
to any perfection. 

Mr. Johnstone Mackintosh, sworn — Witness acts under Mr. Matthews, who is a°-ent to 
Mr. Fruen. Mr. Fruen has a fishery at Innoshannon, of which witness has the management. 
They never fished farther than Innoshannon, and only with a draught net. He has a memo- 
randum of the quantity of fish taken the first three months of each year, from 1839 to 
1843. The following is correct — 



1839. 


1840. 


Spent Salmon. 


Spring Salmon. 


Spent Salmon. 


Sprnig Salmon. 


March, . 32 lbs. 

April, . 16 „ 

May, . 6 „ 


- lbs. 
33 „ 
1504 „ 


March, . 1134 lbs. 

April, . 56£ „ 

May, . 8 „ 


1504 lbs. 
2084 „ 
187' „ 


54 lbs. 


1834 lbs. 


178 lbs. 


546 lbs. 



1841. 


1842. 


1843. 


Months. 


Spears. 


Spring fish. 


Months. 


Spents. 


Spring fish. 


Months. 


Spents. 


Spring fisli. 


March, 

April, 

May, 


215 lbs. 
33 „ 


23 lbs. 
» 

20 „ 


March, 

April, 

May, 


334 lbs. 
29' „ 


— lbs. 
42 „ 
74 „ 


March, 

April, 

May, 


18 lbs. 


28 lbs. 

904 „ 

85 „ 


49£ lbs. 


116 lbs. 


2034 lbs* | 



Mr. Fruen’s fishery, from which this return is mode, is not in the tideway, but the fresh 
water. In some of the mouths mentioned, the fishermen fished fifteen days in succession 
Ss iSf ^ a ” d tlle ^“7 did not pay the expenses of boats and 

nets. In other years the gross produce of the fishery was £22. The men got half that 

Sf 0fllBr ^ ° f °P illion * at lst March is foo early to 
b d “ e ® n0 ‘ J mow 4 J* V 0 ” 1 ? ‘0° early at Ensale. Sells th/ fish 

h i”“ d? mt l™V afller la ™S eal ted or iced it. In August the pea 
rs gradually increased m size, and in September it is considerably larger; it ii then about 
half its proper size. He would wish to have the season fixed torn the 1st April to 1st 
November. He does not think the Salmon Fry remain two years in the river before thpv 
*? the sea, but cannot assign any reasofi for his opinion J 

i F*'!™” P ullm - sworn.— Witness has two Btalie weirs on the Bandon river • and 

before the late Act passed, used to fish them from the 1st March to 1st November Before 
this year he never commenced until the first March ; and he always considered March and 
April to be the best months. In March they have a run of Sprhrg fish ™^ng from“x 
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to thirteen pounds. The spent fish which go clown to the sea return Spring Salmon. Is 
now of opinion that February is the best fishing month. He was prejudiced against it 
before the late Act, but this year he caught the best fish in February. Catches most 
spents in his ebb weir. There are a few old fish coming down in February. Always (v ot 
10rf. a pound, on an average, for Ins fish in March, April, and May. Is. 6d. was the pnee 
in March and April ; but it comes down in May, and is still lower in June. The Peal are 
generally from three to five and a half pounds weight. He caught fish, last April twelve 
months, over eighteen or twenty pounds weight. He thinks that the Fry which go down 
to the sea return as Peal in two months. Thinks that fishing in February would be bene- 
ficial in his part of the river. The old fish (spents) do not, except in very few instances, 
come down so soon. July and August are bad months for fishing. The number of fish is 
greater in June and J uly than in September and October, but they are of a larger descrip- 
tion in the latter months. They remain good till the 10th October, but are not fit to be 
killed after that time. If the entire fishery belonged to him, ho would not allow any fish 
to be taken in the estuary after the 10th October; and he thinks a sufficient number of 
breeding fish woidd go up after that time if the river were properly protected. He has 
never seen Salmon Fry in that river. He has a Sprat weir, and has caught Sprats in March, 
but never took any Fry amongst them. They clo not fish for Salmon at Kinsale, and but 
one person, Mr. Barton, has a Salmon net between him and Kinsale. There are two stake 
weirs above his, which belong to persons named Walsh and Jordan. He cannot tell how 
many Salmon seines there are between him and Innoshannon, but thinks there are about 
ten, at the very least. There is no bag or other Salmon net fishing outside Kinsale. 

Joseph Hussey, sworn. — His father is in the Salmon trade, and has a contract with Mr. 
Bullen for the fish of his weir. _ He buys all the fish of Mr. Bullen’s weir, and keeps his 
father’s accounts. The following return of the fish sent by Mr. Bullen this year is 
correct: — 

1844. 





Fish. 


lbs. 




Fish. 


lbs. 


February, . 


. 24 


170 


June, . 


. . 25 


1624 


March, . . 


. 37 


281 


July, 


. . 26 


126" 


April, . . 


. 30 


2381 


August, 


. . 26 


144 


May, . . 


. 45 


362 










136 


1,05 li 




77 


4324 



Total number of fish, 213. Total weight, l,4S41bs. 



Mr. John Cotter, Clerk of the Petty Sessions, sworn. — Lives in the town of Bandon, 
and is in the habit of angling for his amusement. The spawning commences in the Bandon 
river at the latter end of November, but the great bulk of the fish spawn in January and 
February. His observations are, he wishes to be understood, confined to the lower part 
of the river, between Bandon and Innoshaunon, with which he is best acquainted. He 
has seen the fish working out the pea up to the 11th or 12th March. The greatest 
number of fish spawn .in January, in that part of the river of which he speaks, and he is 
not acquainted with any part higher up. They are generally done on the 1 2th March. 
He saw two or three fish one season scouring above the bridge on the 1 2th March ; the 
female was lying on the scour, and the male went continually round her, and then both 
lay together before exuding the spawn. After the fish have deposited the pea and milt, 
they become sick, and fall back into the holes and deep pools. The spent fish commence 
to run towards the sea in February; there is hut an odd one found in April and May. 
The fish which go up earlier than November are generally killed above ; and if the fish 
were allowed to ascend the river early, the spawning would take place at an earlier period. 
The Fry come down at the latter end of April, and during May. They generally come 
about the beginning of May. They are about the size of large Sprats ; and he is of opinion 
that they are the spawn deposited the previous January and February. One of his reasons 
for this opinion is, that he never saw any intermediate stage between the ova and the Fry. 
He thinks the Streamer or Gravelling are a distiuct and separate fish. The Fry is longer 
and more slender ; it is also blue on the back, which is not the case with the Gravelling. 
The pea of the fish begins to be developed in August, it increases gradually till Sep- 
tember, and is about half the size in October. All the fish in this river have forked tails. 
In September the fish are inclining to a dull colour, but they are still bright. He never 
angled in the upper part of the river. The “ blackberry” Salmon are the best they can 
get. Is of opinion that the spent fish return to the river good and sound fish after a short 
period. Heard his father say that he took the fins off some Fry for the purpose of marking 
them ; and the same fish came back as Peal in a few months. He has killed good Salmon in 
March which had been spent fish that year. He has also killed red Spring fish in February, 
and.has seen spent fish going down perfectly white. It would be impossible to tell the value 
of Salmon in this river until strokehauling is given up. The poor people resort to this 
method of destroying the fish, because they lull them quicker. The strokehauler injures 
other fish besides what ho takes ; but the number injured is not at. all so great as the 
number which is taken. There is no strokehauler who will not occasionally miss his 'aim ; 
but if he miss one he will take nine. The strokeall is used more in the Close than in the 
Open Season. There is no fair play given to the angler on this river ; they are actually 
and positively prevented from angling. Mr. Fruen only gave permission to a few persons 
to angle on his estate ; while part of it was let for the purpose of strokehauling. from 
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Priesthole to Bandon no one is allowed to fish except the strokehaulers who rent that part 
of the riverj on one side, for this mode of fishing. The strokehauling ground is positively 
farmed ; and it is generally understood that Mr. Mathews is aware of this. No one can 
angle on Mr. Fruen’s side of the river without a written authority; and the people are 
regularly ordered off by the water-bailiff. There is much the same number of stroke- 
haulers now as there was a short time before the Act. He is of opinion that a full permis- 
sion to angle would have the effect of protecting the fishery. The strokeliaulers have 
narrowed the river in certain places with stones, so that on the darkest nights they can 
see the Salmon approach, and are thus enabled to destroy them easily. These persons also 
use nets for taking the fish. He heard that the strokehaulers paid £3 and £4 a-year for 
the privilege of strokehauling and night net fishing. His father had fanned the Bandon 
fishery, the principal part of which was from the weir to the bridge. He paid for this £50 
a-year, and £80 the last year he held it, which, he thinks, was in 1815. He held the 
fishery under Mr. Biggs ; and on one occasion he caught 275 fish between the bridge and 
the weir in a single day’s hauling. Witness attributes the destruction of the fishery to 
strokehauling and the Scotch weirs. Even if the stake weirs existed, a quantity of fish 
sufficient to stock the rivers would go up from the 1st November to the 1st March. 
The Fry generally come down to the sea in April and May. They go down with the 
floods; and, if the obstructions were removed, and free passage given to them, they 
would drop down when ready, without waiting for the floods. The Fry which go down 
first return first as Peal. If the opening in the Bandon weir were full of water, the fish 
could not pass up. This wen- is used for taking fish ; it is open in the weekly, and the 
grates are taken out in the annual Close Time. As Clerk of Petty Sessions, he did 
not know of a case of poisoning the river about this place, but heard that it had been 
poisoned higher up. One side of the river belonged to- the Duke of Devonshire, and no 
strokehauling was permitted on that side. He heard that the Bandon river was.'called the 
“ Glassen” in some old records, and believes it to be the same river. Is of opinion that 
the Close Season should commence on the 15th or the 20th October, and continue till the 
17th or the 20th March. Was on the banks of the river the 20th February last year, and 
saw nets hauled there at that time. There were a great many spents, and some fish full 
of pea, caught in them ; but the proportion of the good with the bad was about equal. 
The season which he suggests would benefit the entire river. He saw five spawning fish 
going up yesterday in ebb tide. By rod fishing about one fish is taken for every 200 
that ace caught below. “Gosky Shallow” is the place where the greatest destruction 
takes place ; it is a disputed part between Mr. Biggs and Mr. Fruen. He has seen 
fish torn and lacerated by the strokehaulers, and feels that strokehauling should be sup- 
pressed by every possible means. 

John Walsli, sworn. — Witness has a stake net at the land on which he lives, and has 
fished the river these fifty years. Would wish the Close Season from the 1st or 20th 
October to the 1st or 20th March. Has formed this opinion because there is a great deal 
of fish in the river not worth taking before March; and because, also, the heavy fish run 
m September aud October. When a spent fish is hauled in by the net and handled, it 
never could be of any use afterwards if thrown into the sea. 

Aifr. John, Payne, sworn. — Is manager of Air. Biggs’s fishery, and has an accurate account 
of the quantity of fish taken in this fishery for the last three years. This fishery is carried 
OQ both by a net and hutches. The draught net is used below the bridge, and is gene- 
rally hauled daily. The hutch used to catch as much as the net, but it does not now fish 
so well as before the alteration was made in it ; the back grates are four feet in width. 

. awa £® that any rent is paid separately for the fishery ; he understood that it went 
with the mills, _ of which Mr. Biggs had a lease from the Duke of Devonshire, and the right 
loio 18 s P ec ^ e d bi this lease. The whole amount produced by the fisheries in 

1843, was £32 5s. 1(M.; and in 1844, £51 15s. Ud. The following return is correct : — 
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Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


I Month. 


Weight ol 
Salmon. 


Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


July 1 


lbs. 

10 


August 1 


lbs. 

16 


Sept. 2 


lbs. 

14 


Oet. 25 




24 






» 4 


6 


„ 3 


19 


„ 26 






„ 5 - 




„ 5 


3 


„ 9 


4* 


„ 30 










» 8 


5 


„ 12 


34 










7 


» 9 


H 


„ 13 


8 










7 


„ 10 


5 


„ 15 


8 










20 


„ 11 


3 


„ 19 


18 










8 


» 15 


44 


„ 20 


6 












„ 16 


22 


„ 22 


16 








„ 15 


44 


„ 17 


8* 


„ 25 


6 









„ 17 


18 


» 19 


41 

















„ 22 


10 
















12 


„ 23 


6i 





■ 








„ 25 




„ 24 




— 












3 


„ 26 


4 


- 


- 


- 




— . 


July 


125 


August 


106J 


September 


103 


October 


164 


1844. 


Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


Month. 


W eight of 
Salmon. 


Month. 


Weight of 
Salmon. 


Feb. 13 


lbs. 




lbs. 












208 


March. 


— 


April. 




May 3 




6 


Eft 




_ 




I I I 


z 


„ 14 
,, 18 
„ 22 




44 Peal 
4“ 

8 


”, 16 




_ 





_ 





”, 23 




6 


21 


464 


— 





— 











» >> 


(old) 16 


— 


— 


— 


' — 


„ 27 




3 




— 


— 




— 


— 


not reckoned, 


90 


February 


399* 


March 


260 


April 


220 


May 


128* 




lbs. 




lbs. 












June 6 

» 7 


% 


July 3 
„ 14 


8 

5 


August 1 
„ 6 


8 

6 


September 






„ ,, 


3 


„ 18 


4 


8 


4 








„ 3 


9 


„ 26 


23 


„ 9 


5* 









„ 11 


7 


— 


— 


„ 13 


6 







. 


„ 12 


18 


— 





„ 15 


8 






. 


„ 26 


4 


— 


— 


„ 16 


10 






. 


” 90 


(old) 4 


— 


— 


„ 19 


11 


— 




— 


not included 


90 


- 


- 


- 




- 




— 


June 


151 


July 


40 


August 


63* 


September 


~ 



Gross Produce for 1843. 



March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 



lbs. 

333* 

2244 

208" 

1574 

125 

106* 

103 

164 

6)1,422 



supposing 6 lb. to be the average weight of 
the Salmon. 



Gross Produce for 1844. 



February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 
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The Bandon. 
Prices. 



Suitable season. 



Spawning. 



Produce. 

Increase. 



Protection. 

Spawning. 



Poisoning. 



Spawning. 

Obstructions. 



On the 13th February, 1844, 20S pounds of Spring fish, and 2224- pounds of spent fish 
were taken in the first haul; and in the second, fifty-six and a half pounds of Spring, and 
seventeen pounds of spent fish, besides a quantity which was let go ; and on the 14th of 
the same month, twenty and a half pounds Spring, and seventeen pounds old. In 
February, the Spring fish were sold for Is. a pound, and the other fish for 3 d. In February 
this year, a great many fish were caught in the back grate of the weir ; and in that month 
they took fish which were literally in the act of spawning— -the pea and milt were bursting 
out of them ; and the nets when hauled in, were covered with spawn. Even late in March, 
a great number of fish were taken that had not spawned. The river would be benefited if 
the Close Season were fixed from the 1st October to the Ifth March. They are frequently 
prevented from drawing the nets in consequence of the floods. More fish are destroyed 
up at Ballyneen than at Mr. Biggs’s place. Mr. Biggs was the only person who protected 
the river for a long time ; he knew him to refuse £35 for the fishery one year, from a 
person who would not pledge himself to protect it, and afterwards take £20 from another, 
who undertook to protect. Has seen the fish spawn below the weir ; they begin to spawn 
in November, hut the great bulk spawn in January. 

Andrew Moore, sworn. — Witness conducted Mr. Biggs’s fishery for six years, from 1836 
to 1842. Mr. Biggs commenced the protection of the river in 1838, and did away with 
strokehauling almost altogether. In 1832, the produce of the river was only £15; in 
1840, they caught 561 fish, weighing thirty-one hundred weight ; this was sold for £114, 
and includes the produce both of net and hutch. The fishery gradually increased from 
1S39 ; and this increase he attributes to the care and protection which were employed; 
up to 1839, the spents were never allowed to pass down. 

Mr. Adam Meade, sworn. — Angles in the Bandon River ; and for two years past has 
attended to its protection. He protects the river from Kilcoleman to Dumnanway. Often 
saw the fish spawn in the latter end of December and January, near Dumnanway ; that is 
the principal spawning time ; but spawning begins very early in November ; it is at its 
height from the 20th December to the 20th January. He never caught a Spring fish till 
after the 1st March : and on the 12th February last there were 150 persons angling in the 
river, and not a single Spring fish was caught on that day, nor for a week after. It would 
appear that Mr. Biggs’ weir prevented them from going up, and the Spring fish are not so 
anxious to get up the river as those going up to spawn. He heard that Mr. Lamb drew a 
net on the river the 12th February, and did not loll a single Spring fisb. The Spring fish 
are not found in the upper part of the river till the 1st March. He has seen fish spawning 
after the 20th February, in the upper part of the river, and more fish spawn there at a late 
period than in the lower part. There are some good pools and shallows in the Bandon 
River. There is one pond at Palaceaime, that is always full of Salmon. The greatest run 
of good fish is in the latter end of March and April. Peal do not come up this river in 
any great numbers, as the water is too low in Summer. Fish which go up in August are 
‘reddish, hut still bright in the early part of September. Out of seven fish caught in 
October, three or four would he had and heavy. Fish caught in September are not very 
much advanced in roe and milt. There is a very good run of fish in August, and he never 
caught a fish heavy in pea in that month, or in September. There is only one draught net 
used in the upper part of the river ; it belongs to ill'. Lamb. Poisoning was formerly car- 
ried on to a great extent ; and to this he attributes the decrease of the fishery. The 
fisheries in the upper part are of no marketable value, nor are there any of them let. The 
practice of poisoning arose from a consideration of gain, and not from malice ; it has greatly 
diminished the quantity of fish. About two miles of the river on one side, are preserved 
for private use ; hut there are two open days in each week upon which every one is 
allowed to fish. In 1839, when the river was protected, there was a great flush of fish in 
two years after. There is a pond above the Palaceaime mill, which is always full of Salmon, 
and there is no gap at that weir. 

Rev. Armiger Sealy stated, that he lived for thirty-four years within a short distance of the 
Arrigadeen, and was prepared to say that no Salmon ever went up into it until the last week 
in July. The fish run from July to the middle of December ; they do not enter this river 
until the floods come. There is great destruction of fish carried on by lights and spearing. 
He heard that a great quantity of Salmon was taken this season, in Courtnasherry Bay. 
The Arigadeen is an admirable spawning river. The spawning takes place in January. 
The Fry come down in April and May. Hiuchey mills are a great obstruction to the free 
passage of the fish. The water cannot pass over the weir of this mill unless in time of 
flood. 

The Bandon inquiry here closed. 
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Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Cork, ThT~Lce 
Monday, November 25, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry. — The River Lee and all its Tributaries, and any other 
Salmon River terminating on the Coast of the County Cork, between 
Barry’s Head and Ballycotton, together with the Fisheries of the Coast 
between these Points. 

James Murphy, esq., stated that 104 fishermen from Blackrock had entrusted to him a 
Memorial, which he begged to present to the Inspectors of Fisheries. These 104 persons 
had 450 others depending on them for food ; and, in consequence of their honesty, in the 
midst of great privation, were well deserving of attention to their demands. 

The following Memorial was then read : — 

“ To William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., Inspectors of Fisheries. 

“ The. Memorial of One hundred and four Fishermen, of Blnckrock, 

“ Sueweth, — That memorialists, in compliance with, your request, as published in the Cork papers, 
beg to lay before you tlie following suggestions regarding the fishery of the lliver Lee, founded on 
their experience for the last fifty years, and for the truth of which they are ready to be examined 
before you ; and as no persons are more interested in the fishery than they are, as they and their 
families are solely dependent on it for support, they are willing to afford you any assistance in their 
power for its protection and improvement. 

“ That in the opinion of memorialists, the necessary and a fully sufficient time for a Close Season 
should be, in the tideway, from the ‘20 ih October to the lsi! February, as they know by experience Suitable season in 
that the Salmon do not come up to spawn (with a rare exception) before that time, and never after the the tideway. 

1st February, and consequently a longer Close Season would be most injurious to them, without con- 
ferring any benefit on the fishery. 

“ That the Close Season in me fresh water, above Cork, should extend from the 1st November to Season in the fresh 
the 1st April ; not for fear of taking Salmon coming up to spawn, but because by fishing over the water, 
beds where the spawn is deposited, they would disturb and injure them, and to this cause they impute 
the scarcity of fish in their river, since the new Act came into operation ; as many gentlemen and 
others, since that time, got up nets, and by continually drawing them over the beds, did, in the opinion 
of memorialists, incalculable injury, and consequently this restriction is essentially necessary to the 
welfare of the whole fishery. 

“ That memorialists respectfully suggest that the weights of lead and iron attached to the nets 
used above Cork, are totally unnecessary for the purposes of fishing, while they are calculated to do 
much mischief to the spawning beds, and should be prevented. 

“ That memorialists beg to call your particular attention to that part of the new Act that obliges 
them to use nets of ten-inch meshes, such meshes being totally unfit for their river, as all the Peal Size of mesh, 
that frequent their river, and on which they principally depend, pass through them, and render their 
labours almost useless. They, therefore, earnestly hope that you will see the justice and necessity of 
allowing nine-inch meshes for them, and the same for the entire fishery. 

“ That memorialists are aware of your high character for honour and impartiality, they therefore 
rely upon your sense of justice and humanity, that you will take their suggestions into your considera- 
tion, and not inflict upon them a longer Close Season than they have submitted, as ic would oblige 
them to abandon their calling altogether, and bring ruin on themselves and their families. 

“ And your memorialists will ever pray.” 



River Lee. 

Mr. MCartliy appeared as counsel for Mr. Hayes, the holder of two fisheries hy patent; The Lee. 
one on the North, and the other on the South branch of the River Lee. Before the 5th — — 

and 6th Victoria, there was no Close Season to he observed in this river, and they fished Former close Time ' 
in every month, and on every day in the year, so that there was no fish to stock the river, 
except what escaped over the weir, or what Mr. Hayes permitted to pass up, hy opening 
the hutches ; and this he was obliged to do by stealth, or they would he destroyed above. 

By the late Act his client was obliged to keep the hutches open for five months in the 
year, besides during the weekly Close Time; and this caused a great diminution of his pro- 
perty. The Act had a very injurious effect ujion him; and counsel hoped that the 
Commissioners would mitigate the evils under which his client suffered, hy consulting his 
interests in the fixing of a Close Time. He wished the Close Time should end, at least, Close Time desired, 
on the 1st February. In February there is the greatest run of Spring fish; and he could 
prove, that out of a great number caught in that month, there would not be more than five 
or six bad ; in fact, if February and March were taken off, the property in the fishery would 
he utterly destroyed. There were three kinds or varieties of fish, in good condition, ran Description of fisli. 
up this river : the Spring fish, in February and March — the price then. Is. per pound : 
the Peal in April, May, and June ; the greater portion of this fish falls to the lower fisher- 
men, for the water in the river is too low during these months to admit of their ascent : 
and thirdly, there is a run of what is termed “ Harvest fish, in June, July, and August, and 
occasionally in September. The Harvest fish may contain a portion of spawn, hut it never 
comes to maturity. The take in August and September, in most seasons, is small, and the 
price in those months is 3 d. or 4 d. a pound. His client also sought for an alteration as to Alteration in weekly 
the weekly Close Time. The weir being at the junction of the tide and fresh water, it is Close Time. 
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Appendix, No. IL difficult to ascertain when it is low water there ; and as he has been harrassed by notices 
The Lee. irritated by prosecutions, upon the most slender grounds, he wishes that the weekly 

Close Season should be from six o’clock on Saturday evening to six o’clock Monday 

morning. This, he conceives, would remove all uncertainty, and would put a stop to a 
system of aggravation which has been pursued towards him in the enforcement of the law 
relative to the weekly Close Time. He was also desirous that the distance between the 
upstream rails of the hutches of his weir should he lessened. He makes this application 
under the 58th and 91st sections, and grounds it on the fact that a seven pound Salmon 
can pass through the present bars. The run of breeding fish never takes place till after 
tiie. 1st October, and the spents return to the sea before the 1st February. His client was 
desirous of a minimum Close Season, and was more anxious that the Open Season should 
commence on the 1st February, than be extended at the end of the year. And as far as 
regarded an uniform Close Time, he considered it unfair to impose upon this river, for the 
sake of uniformity a season which did not suit it, because that would be depriving the city 
and the neighbourhood of the peculiar advantages which this river conferred 3 

Mr McCarthy appeared also for the Anglers.— The anglers did not wish that there 
should be no Close lime for them at all ; but they would be satisfied if they obtained the 
mmmum a°se Time which it is m the power of the Commissioners to fix. They wished 
that the Close Time should terminate on the 1st February, and that the hauling of nets in 
the upper parts of the river should be prohibited during the mouth of February He 
would prove, that notwithstanding the opening of the weirs, the object of the legislation in 
that respect was defeated; for, those anglers, who, before the Act, used to kill six Salmon 
in a day, did not now kill twelve m the year. He believed that various modes of destruc- 
^ u PP® r P arts ? f th e river, and the anglers are despoiled of the 
shaie of the fish which it was the intention of the legislature to confer on them. They also 
complain of the injurious effects of the 71st section, and particularly that 
part of it winch rendered a written permission to go upon lands necessary. They were 
most decidedly opposed to a tax upon rods ; such a tax would impose an additional burden 
Ep w r V iww? reS - raan * em 3 n 1 a Pleasure— it would create a new offence— and 

*. U t v 6 ' Commissi e ne ^ of the dangerous consequences of familiarizing men 
wi^ the violation of the law. He deprecated the resolution come to at the Cork fishery 
meeting, of taking away the nght of appeal against certain sections of the Act ; for the 
surest way to make a court a bad one, was to take away the right of appeal from its 
decismus All the lower fishermen desire that the Close Season should be a?short as pos- 
"A? 11 he i 1St Fe TT rUarj ' , ? fl ' Ea l' es was aurious for the same, and that, 
V? ™ ^ an S le a' s> He would say for them, in conclusion, that they were 

JS d a . fund for the protection of the river, provided they received the co- 

operation of the weir proprietors, and the others interested in the fishery. 
h -rZ‘. ^“pa^Bamster, said, that Mr. Hayes was prosecuted for not having the hutches of 

b?from si? otlork 11 ? f e i WeeMj Cl0S ° Tune > aad the J a g reed to allow till Close Time to 
nfJri 0 rt ^ ^ fat^day evening to Sax o clock Monday morning ; but this arrange- 
ment, they afterwards found, could not be carried out b s 

f PP +f d T the Brickfields and Blackrock men, who earn a liveli- 

zjjf y 7 ?¥ ng .’ f? r lon gest fishing tune that could be extended. If the Open Season 
hBSth ’ * Wd haVe a ver J bijurious effect ^on t S 

Upper River Lee. 

n, Vmr Lee. Jfr. Lmu GoUxk, sworn-lives on the hanks of the Lee, about sixteen miles from 

r^'-^u^rof,hf ?dBn ^ e ‘“^^* 0Ui ' Has Kvei there aese twenty-six 
years , a portion of the river and one of the best spawning beds are on bis land Claims 

ThfeSeS p a erioTbe fi evp7l IS £ au ^ er ’, aud acquainted with the habits of the fish. 

SuSriS: ^TheVIS SS' A^^^ex^gbrup^L l S 

fee Sy1eave Q £ ^ ^ wTtyVbat 

in which thTie oS ™ 4 ° n 2 ? rd eighteen pounds. 

In 1S43 the Close ‘j 42 ' 1 T 411611 &om 0ct <*<ir to the 12th February. 

aware of the destruction of snents ■ nnrl A* - C °+i°^ s P awnm g dsh. He is not so much 
destroyed to so great an extent as before Theft h*? tw °, years tFe *7 have not been 



Spawning. 



Latest spawning. 



Former Close Time. 



Destruction. 
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taken lip for irrigation. When he said that fish spawn three weeks earlier in the higher Appendix, No. II. 

tributaries, he speaks from his entire experience of twenty-six years. He has seen the — — 

heavy spawning fish taken bursting with pea, and at the same time covered with sea lice. 77,4 Upper Lee. 

He is of opinion that those fish which go up soonest, go farthest up to spawn. The best ,, . ~ , 

angling in this river is in March, April, and the beginning of May. February is sometimes Cs an *’ ,n ® mon 

good ; but there is generally too much snow on the ground in that month to let one do 

much with the rod. There has been an extraordinary increase of fish since the late Act ; increase of fish. 

the last year was, however, bad, but this arose entirely from a want of water. The Peal Peal. 

run in the latter end of June and July, and the beginning of August. Before the present 

Close Season came to be observed, they had the “ blackberry fish,” of very fine quality, Harvest fish. 

which came up in the harvest floods, and succeeded the run of Peal. The pea of this fish 

is perfectly formed, but exceedingly small ; he never saw it larger than the size of a pin’s 

head. In the latter end of August and September the fish get a rosy colour over the 

silver, and are somewhat approaching a brownish cast. Is acquainted with the breeding Tw0 s not re . 

of the fish; made observations on it, but not any experiments. Has read Shaw and others quired before the ova 

upon the subject ; but very much doubts the accuracy of their views. When the Lee was become Fry. 

perfectly close, the Salmon seldom got up to spawn except when floods came, and 

breaches were made in the weirs ; and, when such a thing occurred, the Trout fishermen 

used to observe an extraordinary number of Fry in the river in the following March. On 

Patrick’s day they would be from two to three inches long; they would scarcely stir 

till the latter end of May, at which tune they would be from six to six and a half inches 

in length ; these, they concluded, must have been the produce of the previous spawning. 

The river is overrun with Pike ; and he could not see how the Smolts could possibly escape 

them if they remained a year and a half in the river. Again, in the mountain streams, 

which used to be frequently poisoned, though he frequently got Trout gasping and dead, 

he never saw any Fry in that state, nor was there any deficiency of them the following 

year ; and he could not see how this could be the case if Shaw were right. Besides, there Gravelling notycung 

is a very great difference between the Gravelling and the Salmon Fry ; they are differently Salmon. 

shaped, the Gravelling being thicker across the shoulders; they are also differently 

marked, and the Gravelling is more choice thau the Fry ; the former likes a grave, the 

latter a gaudy fly. These observations, and judging by analogy from the breeding of 

other animals, the frog for instance, which being spawned about Christmas, is half" its 

natural size in September, have led him to form a different opinion from that arrived at 

by Mr. Shaw, who, he thinks, in his experiments, put the animal out of the course of 

nature. The coldness of the climate in which he tried his experiments might also have 

checked the coming forth of the fish, or made it a puny and delicate progeny. The bulk of 

the fish spawn from December to the latter end of January ; after that, but a very trifling Spawning. 

portion spawn in any part of the river. The spawning must cease much earlier in the 

higher parts of the river than where he lives, because the Fry are larger at an earlier 

period in the upper tributaries than they are in his part. Early breeding necessarily pro- Early breeding. 

duces early Fry. The Fry do not congregate in schools till the middle of April ; the bulk Fry- 

run down then, but this depends on the state of the water. If there be floods about the 

middle of May, they are all generally swept off by them. He never marked .Fry, but has heard 

that Mr. Knapp did so; and the Fry which he marked in April and May, he caught again as 

Peal the following June and July. He also caught some of them coming back as Salmon, 

but cannot tell after what interval. Has no doubt whatever that the speuts come back 

season Salmon, and that Peal are the young of the Salmon. Is of opinion that the fish will Peal young Salmon. 

return as nearly as possible to the place where they were spawned. The Fry which pass 

down early, return early. Has caught Peal, which he at first thought were Trout, so early 

as June. There are several obstructions between Iris part of the river and the sea. At 

Ballincollig there is a weir taking water to Mr. Tobin’s basin, and when the water is low Obstacles. 

the fish cannot get up, in consequence of the great extent of the base of the weir. Many 

fish are detained below this weir for want of water. The next is Mr. M'Sweeny’s mill 

weir, which he has heard is of a great height. These obstructions interfere with the free 

migration of the fish, but he cannot Say that they affect the breeding, because, at the 

equinox, which is the breeding time, they have plenty of water. If the fish got up in 

October, they would reach the head of the river in a short time. If permission were Season. 

given to all parties to fish till the 20th October, tlie river and tbe tributaries would he 

stocked by a run of fish going on daily, and by those which would go up afterwards ; but 

he would not go so far as the 20th. During November, when the floods set in, fish have November fish. 

been found running up bursting with pea, and covered with sea lice. The fish remain 

some time in the river before they spawn ; but those which go up late, and are full, breed Spawning. 

in a very short time after. The fish which would go up in October and November would 

not spawn so early as those which went up in August; but still, the difference is not so 

great as is supposed. Some say that early spawning is not so good ; as, for want of 

accommodation, one pair of fish would undo what another did. In the latter part of 

October, and in November, an abundance of spawning fish would rim up quite sufficient to 

stock the river. There are eighty or ninety miles of river, aud a great part of, that is Breeding places. 

spawning ground. There is a very small space necessary for spawning ; aud last year it 

was remarked that the fish spawned in the deep water, and places where they never 

spawned before, because the good beds were covered with other nsh. The general depth 

of the breeding places is about two and a half feet. Last year the fish spawned later than 

usual; the people in the upper parts said that they waited for the frost. The next 

obstructions to those before referred to, are the Cork Hutch weirs, belonging to Mr. Hayes, obstructions. 
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The Upper Lee. 
Comparative value. 



Nets in upper parts. 



Protection. 
Beat season. 



Lakes on the Lee. 



Lights. 



Mr. Hayes’ fishery. 
Produce. 



General produce. 



September fish. 
Prices. 



December and 
January fish. 



There is another weir above Carrigadrohid, over which there is not always a passage for 
the fisli. This weir has been made by a gentleman of the name of Bowen, for the pur- 
poses of irrigation. The Ballincollig weir is sometimes dry, and they have not funds 
to get a passage made over it. Before the late Act, the value of the fisheries above 
Sunday's Well weir was literally nothing ; in fact, they would not get a person to take 
them for nothing. A fisherman told him that he killed, with a single rod, 1 00 Salmon 
the year before last; that number included both the good and the bad fish. Does 
not know the value of the whole fishery above the weirs. Several nets are hauled in the 
upper parts of the river ; they are drawn in the deep water ; they do not injure the 
spawning beds ; and he speaks as a fly fisher. They cannot be hauled where the fish 
spawn ; and the leads are rounded, so that they could not injure the spawn. There was 
no protection except for a short time before the passing of the late Act. Taking every 
tiling- into consideration, he tliinks the best season for the public interest would be from 
the 1st March to the 1st October. The season suited to this river might not suit other 

places ; but lie conceives that the one he has suggested would be the best for the Lee 

the upper and the lower part— and the adjacent coast. This would be his wish ; but, if 
the spents were protected, he would have the season commence on the 1 st February ; but, 
for all interests, would never close the Lee before the 1st October. The fish which go up’ 
in September do not sot about spawning so soon after their arrival in the fresh water as 
those which go up later; nor would he say that those which went up on the 10th Sep- 
tember would spawn farther up than the fish of twenty days later. About two and a half 
miles from Macroom, at Gearagh, there is an expanse of the river like a lake, and there 
are a number of islets there. There is no current in that place. The Inchigeela lake is 
distant about four miles up ; it is seven miles in length, and three quartern of a mile in 
breadth ; it is accessible to Salmon. There is another lake above that, called the Gow- 
gaunbarra ; but in this he never saw Salmon, and there are no obstructions between it and 
Inchigeela over which moderate floods could not take the fish ; the Salmon, however, do 
not go beyond the Inchigeela lake. In one night, during the winter of 1S42, eighteen 
salmon were killed by lights on the spawning beds ; and the people who destroy the fish 
xn that way are fully aware of the extent of the injury which they commit. In February 
the spent fish are in a very bad state indeed; they are then sick— nothing but skin and 
bone— and are not taken with a fly. Thinks that if the millers would open the sluice 
gates it would greatly facilitate the descent of those fish. In March and April there are 
no impediments to the downward passage of the fish, and there is no want of water in the 
River Lee. 

All parties agreed with the evidence given by Mr. Gollock, as to the spawning and cir- 
cumstances of the upper river, and they considered it quite sufficient for proving the facts 
l-elatxng to that part. 

Mr. John Callaghan, sworn.— Is in the employment of Messrs. Keays and Roynane, and 
knows the quantity of Salmon delivered to them by Mr. Hayes in February last, which was 
4o2 salmon, weighing 3,169 pounds net; to which is to be added, in order to obtain the 
gross weight, one-fourth of a pound for each Salmon, which is taken off as tare for exporta- 
tion. I here was not one bad fish among that number. They were all Spring fisli, and 
they are the most valuable. The very highest price was paid for them. The highest 
prices are always paid in February and March. Got besides from the Lee, in that month, 
“A*® different fishermen, 451 Spring Salmon of exactly the same quality, weighing 
3,344 pounds. They bought no fish in January. In March Mr. Hayes sent 4S5 Salmon. 
Fish are moie valuable in February than in March in a commercial point of view. They 
get the greatest number of fish from the Leo in June, but not the greatest weight, nor are 
they then one-tenth of the value that they are iu February. In London they do not set 
any great value on the fish after August. The value of the fish caught in September is a 
little higher than that of the fish in June and July. The supply of fish generally gets 
scarce towards August, and the pnee rises a little then. In June and July the price is 5 d. 
and Kid., and m August and September Id. and Sr/, per pound. Is three years in his 
^ yment ' Th< vT ar0 ^°* much in ttc Habit of buying fish in September : the 
W, S i “ S enei ' aU 3' * old m the town. Got some Spring fish in December and 
3i’o ba mi 6 * T 6 ? 0t - aU S0CK I at that time ’ Tlie J d <> no* pickle the fish bought in 
Si I % trade begins to fall off in August. The pea and milt were not far 
ad\ anced m the Spring fish which they got in December and January ; hut they got very 
few, as he before stated. The following return is taken from the books kept by Mm :- 



Salmon delivered by A. Hayes, esq., into Mr. Keays’ 
store in 1844 :— 



IUVEK ACCOUNT. 



February 1st to 16th, 
„ to 29th, 
Total February,’ 

,* March, 

,, April, 

„ May, 

>, June, 

„ July, 

To 20th August, 



Salm. 


lbs. net. 


£ 


5. 


tf. 




1844. 






101 


699 


34 


19 


0 






Salm. 


lbs. 


351 


2,470 


123 


10 


0 


February 


1st to 12th, 


103 


763 


~452 

485 

SO 


3/169 

3,551 

576 


158 

177 

2S 


T 

11 

16 


~0 

0 

o 


March, 

April, 


to 29th, 


348 
338 

349 


2.581 
2,412 

2.582 


65 


310 


15 


10 

6 


o 


May, 


- 


539 


4,181 


190 


640 


13 


8 


June, 


- 


1,458 


6,657 


112 


382 


6 




4 






— 


— 


103 


472 




17 


4 






3,135 


19,176 


1,487 


9J00 


- 40T 


17 


4 
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Michael O' Donohoe, sworn. — Formed a contract witli Mr tt q • 1( ,,n , . , . 

fish. Got none in January ; in February received v 1 ® 4o > *° ta ^e all his Appendix, N«. ir. 

- wltpSngfcKtaS s sz" ; Ti w £i:ils e r„t ”* ^ ^ 

SS"* 

afe£Sa*a; asa: - 
^^SpSSSSSS^SS. 

spent Ssh come down from the puddle of February to the latter end of April They can a 
pass beyond Mr. Hayes weir only in the weekly Close Time, and when theVod -gates 2° ^ 
open to allow boats to pass and repass. Has often found Ssh killed against th(?2atmg 
»re2 bilk nf th Pe “ * iU! do J n ' var J l“s*nge of the spents every day In the yeaS Tlfe 
jeathulkof the spents come down the south branch of the river, and there are orates on 
the south branch also The whole value of Air. Hayes' fisher, y both m the nST and 
south branch, is included in the returns which have been handed in. Spents can go down 
every day by means of a diannel which goes into the sea at Wise's weir ; ami KS 

lebimaiv' fhe fi“ P t thrm fVV‘‘ ? Msag: ? a! “' Th ° Fry ™ <lmm in tho latter end S F,,. 

February the first run of Peal is from the loth to the 20th May; but the greatest run of Pml 

$™Y a w r d ie « reatet ,™ ° f >'“8 &h “ i- Febriry, or 4f be^g S 
March. _ If the weather were mild there would bo also a considerable run in January® 
to^dve rf ond‘t S, ‘' ™ 0 ™— : F* 1 ® upstream bars of the weir are square, and are placed edge w,i, 
to edge, and two inches apart. A six pound fish would pass between them and a mn« r i 
dorable — ity of Peal necessmily escape. The spents Ce ^TeS^in reSZ? £“S, 
there may he an odd one in January; and March nearly clears them out of tlie river The 5 
chief part go down the south branch of the river, and nearly every tide goes over the 
wen on that side. Aery few spents go down by the northern branch. He nlver saw many 

nroi ???■ all M Te i ho c TIm comc d °’ ,n “ tho latl « end of Pebruary, and the 
Jf 1 . %s* nome up in May, but very few in that molth. The 
TW ? l ° f Spring fish is in February ; and the first is the best part of the month. s P ,i. B iu 
T hey only catch an odd, one with pea in it in February. The harvest fish run up in l 

?*, Sif* J ycars “ “^phiyment of Mr. Hayes. It never was the practice, ® ' 

as * three years to take ont the grates for the observance of the CloSe Time 
Cannot ten at what time the wen- was opened the first of these three years : it certainlv 
wm after October. The south channel is not fished much; the weir there is badlv 
attended to; the fish are turned o* from it by tho first obstacle; and the Sunday's Wei 
wen earnes the fish from it. The latter end of February and the beginning of March is u . s a- 
the best time for fishing ; nets are sometimes hanled at the Sunday's Well weir. The fish- n **”! 
nig has been faUmg off these three years ; they at Ml events have not caught so much i 
formerly ; and he attributes tins decline to the destruction of the Fry ami spawning fish 
which takes place. For the twenty-seven years before the last Act, the produce was nearly 
tiie same in each year ; but the fishery has decreased very much these three years. He 
counted nearly double the fish before the late Act. The prices were as good ten years ago 
as they are now. There are not more persons fishing at Blackrock and Brickfields now 
tban .before ; but they fished longer this year in the lower part than at the weir. The 
stopping time last year was about the same both above and below. The fishery has been 
worse this year than it was the preceding. 

Edward Murpliy, sworn.— Is a carpenter, and made the grates of Mr. Hayes’ weir. Inacalea of weir. 

. e distance between tho ban is two inches. He put a six pound fish through them, aud 
is quite sure that a larger one could go through. The upright bars are oblong, and there 
is an iron stay going across, to which, each bar is screwed to prevent them from raking. A 
larger fish would go through if the bars were square, and placed diagonally. 



Second Day— Cork, Tuesday, 26th November, 1844. 

Murty Sullivan, sworn. — Is a fisherman, aud lives at Carrigadrohid, four miles from 
Macroom. Knows the Lee these thirty years. Knows the Laney also, a tributary of the 
Lee. Fished as high up as Mushera mountain. ‘ 



The fish spawn in this river before the 1st November, and they arc done spawiiing s ■ 

before they begin m the Lee. They are done spawning there at this v^y S 8l ””" S ' 
Never saw them later on the beds titan the latter end of November. Any of the 
Spring Salmon that come into the Lee in February aud March, and escape being killed, 
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The Laney. 
Spring fish and Peal. 
Early spawning. 

Fry. 

Musliera mountain. 

October, November, 
and December fish. 

February fish. 



The Foherish and 
Finnow. 

Incbigeela Lake. 
Pike. 



The Let. 

The Geeragh Islands. 

Spawning. 

Fry. 

Spawning. 

Fry. 

Gravelling not 
young Salmon. 



run up this river with the floods in October and November, and spawn earliest. Knows 
the difference between Peal and Spring Salmon; Spring Salmon is generally from 
seven to twelve pounds, and Peal are from two and a half to seven pounds weight. 
The Peal have generally a smaller head ; and the blue shaded fish are the Spring- 
fish. Did not notice any difference in the tails. There is very little difference be- 
tween Peal and Salmon, except in size. It is the Spring Salmon that have gone up the Lee 
early in the year, that spawn so early in the upper tributaries. Often saw fish in pairs on 
the scours ; and frequently observed the Trout about the scours. The first time he sees 
Salmon Fry, is the latter end of February. He speaks of the last five years ; all his know- 
ledge of the Laney is confined to that time. The Fry leave this river early in April. The 
Laney flows from the bottom of the Mushera mountain, which is often covered with snow. 
It is a high mountain ; and he has frequently seen the snow upon it in May. Does not 
know whether there is a lake in the Mushera. The fish, after depositing their spawn, go 
into the deep water and remain there ; there are not a great many deep pools in the 
Laney. Salmon are not good immediately after spawning ; hut they drop into the Lee, 
and are there recruited. The great bulk of the fish in October, November, December, and 
January are unwholesome. It is not tine that Salmon are always in season in the Lee ; 
the fish caught in February and March, after spawning, are poisonous, and unfit for food. 
In the beginning of February, the year before last, be saw forty-nine Salmon taken above 
Carrigadrohid, out of which there were only tliirty-two Spring fish, and the rest were so 
bad that they were obliged to he thrown away. The fish never run up this river until the 
first floods, in or after September ; they are then going up to spawn. All the fish have, left 
it after Christmas ; he never, except on one occasion, saw a single fish in it after that time. 
The Laney is a spawning river, to the very top of it; it is so shallow in the upper part, 
that you might kick the fish out of it ; it is ten miles long ; there are falls upon it, over 
which the fish can pass; its bed is rocky and rugged; and there is a mill upon it at the 
bottom, where it empties itself into the Sullaun, near Macroom. Sometimes a Salmon 
could not get into this river for want of water. Fished the Foherish and Finnow, and 
knows them well. The spawning takes place as early at the top of the Foherish as in the 
Laney. This river runs mostly out of bogs ; it is not so rapid as the Laney. There is a 
good deal of spawning grounds in the lower, but not much in the higher part, because it is 
rather shallow and narrow. Fish go up at the same time as in the Laney ; and all his 
observations in reference to the Laney would apply to this river. Knows the Lee as 
far as Incbigeela. There is a great quantity of fish in that lake ; and he conceives that- 
the fish go even higher up, but he cannot speak from observation as he never was 
farther up than the lake. The lake is deep, and there are a great number of Pike 
in it. The early fish always go higher and higher, until they get into the lake. The 
Pike are fished for out of boats, and near the land, with frogs as bait. He has taken a two 
and a half pound Peal out of the belly of a Pike, which was caught in a net along "with some 
Salmon. He never saw a trammel net used to catch them ; but is convinced that if it were 
used they would, catch a considerable deal more of those Pike. There lias been a greater 
quantity of fisli in Inchigeela Lake since, than before the late Act. It was first observed 
in 1843, that the quautity offish in the lake had increased. Last year the number was 
greatly increased. The fish can hardly he caught there at all ; lie never heard of a Salmon 
being killed- in the lake. 



The Lee. 

Witness, in continuation — Knows the Lee from Nadrid Bridge to Inchigeela Lake. No- 
spawning fish were ever known to go beyond Mr. Brown’s place, at the Geeragh Islands, 
except the Spring Salmon, which go up early. These islands are full of trees ; they- are 
sometimes covered all over with the flood, and become one sheet of ' water. The river there 
is divided into several branches ; there are many deep holes, and a great quantity of land- 
which may be said to be marsh, in consequence of its being so frequently flooded. The 
beginning of the islands is about a mile straight across from Macroom. The fish begin to 
spawn above the islands as early as in the two small rivers he spoke of before. The spent 
fish come down before the 1st February, and all through that month ; they come in the 
floods, tail foremost. No Harvest fish ever go beyond the islands. The Fry come to 
maturity as early there as in the Laney. He never saw a Salmon on the spawning beds, 
between Inchigeela and Nadrid Bridge, in September. Killed large Fry in the upper ‘ parts 
before they would ever, begin to rise to a fly below. Has been told that there were as 
muefi Salmon above in the Laney before now as at present, because no weighty fish go up 
tliere at all. Does not know exactly when the spawning ceases above the islands ; but the 
spents come down m the first, floods after Christmas. In the Lee, below the Islands, the 
fish spawn from the 1st December to the 14th January. The great bulk, from a week 
before, to a fortnight after Christmas. They might be later than the 14th January, but 
he did not observe them. Caught fish large in pea up to the 1st March; and it was 
considered that they were lately come from the sea to spawn. He first sees Fry in that 
part ot the river about the 17th March; and all are clear away about the middle of May, as 
they go down in the first floods in that month. They never stir till there is a fresh in the 
Sw isriod vvith a cl°s e sized mesh at all times, and he never could see a Salmon Fry 
° f 3' Iay- ihere a great deal of spawning grounds in the Lee. 
SSL G LT + S mg ; ! the $ T r 7 chfferent from tlie Fry. The Gravelling lias stripes on 
nd *i ie8c ^ 03 , ,>f off in the hand. The Fryis of a blSe shade? while 

theGiarelhngis marked with Hack and red spots, and is o£ a yellow shade. Neyer scraped 
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an t.W 3 ™ d ™ eatl1 aresim!lar ' ®» Gravelling are to be seen at A™™* N„. II. 
all tunes, while the Fry appear at only one period of the year. Thf GrayelUinr are of — 
different sizes , he has found them with pea and milt in them, and the Trent the very same £ "' 

way : The Gravelling have the same fins a. the Salmon. Saw the Gravelling to SK — 

iSd wl tLi in™™ tie *n 0t a krge * C “« h * of SSng 

Z „ ™ 1 w ° M snmme ! > a “5-. yea, a ago, after the Fry had gone down and 

riieie was not one try amongst them. Never saw Gravelling going to sehSols (SrS , • , L 

a "J ‘ifr 0 Ia ,“ er T l **“? sSS p ™ 5 “• 

t at there were 1 Oh’s Apnl , “ e , tlie S F" n S Salm °o m ™ths. It was considered 

tl at there were 100 Salmon last year, for the one there has been in the river this year lfui ani! 

S w^ed W ! • ‘ 1 16 ? er ; r 1 the Sata »" M hot come op. Hemd riS »» 

this was eansed by a wire grating being placed across the weir. ob,«Li™ 

To Iifr. il/ Cartky .— -Heard Mr. Gollock say that his son saw a pair of Salmon on the 

bedSfr S ?«", n M Pol dr *■ . 11 “ * occurrence to find' spawn£,g“X 2 £e 
beds after the 1st February. There is a restriction to angling on the Lee? but before , 

tae last two ye^^ere was no opposition whatevei-; all parties wore at full liberty to ..gltog 
angle He has known a farmer to set Ins ground to gentlemen to angle on, to the exclu- 

Se^tWn e 5h b r dy - ek v- , Ev t? farme , rs themselves - lie believes, are^indered. It is all 
gentlemen who live m hislocahty; and they keep their part of the river to themselves 

woSrl^nt f 5 S1TO kbert7 t( ? pa vu ieS f ° r two days in the week > on payment of 10s., but they 
Jomthe rnS glVe to fish ? TCry ^ Tlie rivor ‘ is «*uate a good piece 

T ¥ r ® are 110 P ubbc P asses aiong it. There is a footpath along the river, 
where anglers used to go, and from which they are now excluded, unless they have a 
C nnwTff Pr iT 0U f t0 the late Act > i4 not worth while to fish the river; 

Srto +I - tha ? both P arfa f 8 bave increased advantages, tliey cannot agree as to how to 
divide then rights. Has known the Lee since he was bom; and always saw persons angle 
al °i g that J? ath from which the >' are excluded. Se are Sx 
tomes the number of anglers on the Lee now, than there were formerly ; there is not a 

thJ fit’ Z7 ^ ? 0t a ? glGrS ° n the river > both in Close and Open Time. Within Convictions for 

At Vv? f l 7 ^ there v haV , e been P rosecil tions and convictions for angling in Close Time, breach oflaw. 

J U f e A WheQ be WaSa bo T there “Ore nets hauled in the river than Former fishing 
fpp liPtll v 11 ? •? R 6 - 7 aS n °, ? oa ®. Tlme theh - There are at present four nets on the Number of neu 
Madrid Bridge and Inclngeela; there are two on the Sullane, but no Salmon 
2®* °. n tbe Taney. Can only say that two of those who iise these nets are proprietors in 
tee simple ; these are m Ins own neighbourhood, but he knows nothing of the rest. The 
year before last a good many anglers paid the required 10*. -for permission to fish; but 
very few tins year, because they did not get liberty to fish generally, and in every place 

Witness cuts up the Haxvest fish in August, and knows their condition in Harvest fish, 
tnat month. Such of them as come up first are brighter than the Winter fish ; they are 
quite silvery, and m fine condition. Has not seen Peal in the river at the latter end of Peal. 

August nor after that month, nor has he seen Peal spawning. The Salmon are changing 

thev atp w 0Ur - at the ® 1 ® se . of Au S ust - The longer they are in the river the more brown August fish. 

thS £ An 'TIWP pe “ “? £ etti,, «' 11 is tag<!r - ‘“ore. rn September of p». 
than in Au 0 iist. The longer the fish are without coming up, the redder they are. The 
Blackberry Ssh have fae large pea in them on the 6th or 12th August. Has not taken 
them attei the 12th ; the year before last he caught them up to the stopping day, the 12th 

Se Pj e “ b( ; r J is b cut iip, and they were very large in pea. Fish caught in September fish. 
September above Nadrid Bridge, have curd in them before they spawn. He has heard of 
hsh straying about, and not knowing where to spawn. Cannot say if the fish caught in 
February, heavy in pea, were ready to spawn. Frequently killed fish heavy in pea in 
h ebruary. The fish prefer a gravelly place to spawn in ; and that is the reason why they 
ao not go up beyond the point he mentioned, as there was mud there. 

Denis Coleman, sworn, and examined by Mr. M'Carthy. — Has been an angler on the 
,®. e £ h ® se twenty-five years. Has not angled for Salmon on other rivers ; and has caught Produce of angling. 
«3UU toalmon in his time with the rod and line. Has found good Salmon every month in the 
year. Has not caught Spring fish in every month ; did not catch them in November and 
December; but in every month he caught good firm fish. Finds the Salmon much more Supply before and 
abundant since the late Act than they were before. Has been prevented from angling since since the Act. 
tlie late Act m places which were free to him before. The greater part of the Salmon that Pre ,! e ' ltion to 
pass the wen- are killed above by netting and “sopping.” Heard that they were so a " ellDg - 
caught but did not observe it himself. There is a greater number of persons fishing now 
with rod and line than there were before ; but they do not deserve the name of anglers ; 
they catch nothing.. The great bulk of the fish in October, November, December^ and 
January , are spawning fish, and are not good for eating or for the market. Lives between 
tne mouth of the Bride and Dripsy ; and knows that part of the river. The fish commence Spawning 
to spawn there about this time — the 26th November ; the great bulk spawn from about 
tne 12th December to the 12th J anuary ; very few spawn there in February. The spawn- change in time of 
mg tome is a great deal earlier now than when the weirs used not to be opened ; it is now spawning, 
about a fortnight or twelve days earlier. Does not. think that early spawning brings the 
ry sooner to perfection. Winter alone is the spawning time. The Fry run down from the Migration, 
atter end of March to the 12th of May: the first time he sees them take the fly is 
about the 20th March. Tlie spents come down first in March; he cannot rightly say Spents. 
wnether they come down in February. Peal are the next best fish to Spring fish, because Peal. 
mer Teal are maiden fish. The next in quality are the Harvest fish ; they are inferior Harreat fish 

H 2 
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The law. 



Brickfields fishery. 
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fish. 



Decrease. 

Average weight of 
the fish. 

Former abundance. 



N umber of nets. 



Mode of fishing. 



Obstructions. 



to Peal, because they are soft, and do not keep so well. The new-run Winter fish are next 
to the Harvest fish ; they are not so good, because they have pea and milt in them. There 
are, in fact, four kinds of fish in the Lee : Spring fish, Peal, Harvest, and Winter fish. Spring 
fish are, he considers, maiden fish. The Peal are about four pounds weight ; from four and 
a half to five pounds was the heaviest he ever caught. He caught two Peal on the 10th 
May before the passing of this Act. The earliest Spring Salmon he caught was on the 12th 
February, hut he heard of then- being caught sooner. The greatest run of Spring Salmon 
has been, since the opening of the weirs, in February and the early part of March. 
Believes that the four kinds of fish mentioned all spawn, and that, too, about the same time ; 
all in Whiter. Is certain that the spawn of every fish comes to perfection if deposited in 
November. Thinks that the whole four kinds of fish cannot sometimes get up till Winter 
for want of water. There are many Winter fish twenty pounds weight. Saw, to the best 
of his opinion, two kinds of Gravelling. The Salmon Fry and Gravelling are different. The 
shape, fins, and wings of the Fry are more like a Salmon than those of the Gravelling are. 
The Fry is stouter about the gills, and is more delicate, soft, and “ genteel.” The Gravel- 
ling is tough and strong. He has caught Gravelling with milt, but never with pea. 

Mr. Keefe O’Keefe drew the attention of the Inspectors to a prosecution pending 
against him, and instituted by the Fishery Association, for not opening one of his mill , 
gates during a certain time. He did not consider himself bound by the Act to open the 
waste-gate in question. The opening of it would injure the working of the mill, as it 
would require twelve or twenty-four hours afterwards to get a head of water ; and would 
also be injurious to the fish, in consequence of their being tanneries in the stream which it 
keeps up. He never knew it to be opened. It certainly had not been opened in his 
memory ; and besides, he considered himself obliged, by the 63rd Section, to keep the flood 
gates shut, in order to force the water up to where the fish pass. Where the opening is 
required by the Act is in a place “ suitable for the passage of fish and surely a stream 
full of lime and tan was not suitable for such a purpose. This gate, besides, could not be 
opened ; and if it could, it would injure him, injure the fish, and not he in accordance with 
the Act. 

Michael Moynahan, sworn, and examined by Mr. O’Brien. — Is a net-fisherman. Lives 
at Brickfields, and has been fishing these forty-seven years. There were ten years of that 
time during which he was not fishing constantly; but latterly lie has been so engaged; and 
it is his only mode of livelihood. Has particularly observed the passage of the fish up the 
river to spawn; and. kept memorandums of the quantities passing up since 1816. They 
pass by his locality in the latter end of September, if there he heavy floods ; and from that 
time to December ; the great bulk go up in December, and some in January. It is a very 
rare tiling to see a spawning fish go up in February, and when caught at that time they 
arc generally casting their spawn. By spawning fish he means Winter Salmon ; and judges 
of them by their size, colour, and fulness of the pea. There has been a great decrease of 
fisli these last two or three years, particularly in 1843. Saw a large quantity of fish pass 
up in 1842. Thinks the number was as great as in 1815, when the weirs were broken 
down ; but is of opinion that the one hundredth part of them did not return. Considers 
that great numbers of them were killed up the Lee. The average weight of Spring Salmon 
is seven pounds and a half ; the smallest he ever took was four pounds ; hut he saw one in 
March only three pounds : it was a Spring fish, and paid for as such. The fish get smaller 
in March than in February, and are smaller in February than January. In 1815 the weirs 
were carried away by the floods, and the Summer following was the greatest season for fish 
he ever remembers. On the 1st August, 1816, he caught thirty-nine Peal and one Salmon 
in a haul. He has caught a Spring Salmon the 11th November, and caught Spring fish also 
in December and January. Has also caught good Harvest fish in October. Every month 
m the year lie lias caught Salmon in good condition, and fit for the market. The greatest 
number of Spring Salmon is in J anuary ; they are also caught in July and August. Catches 
the Harvest fish from July to October, and Peal in April and May. 

To Mr. Mnluany.- —There is not a general run of good fish in October, November, and 
December. There is in or about an equal number of Spring and Winter Salmon taken in 
January. There are ten nets at Brickfields. Some men from Cork fish opposite Tivoli. 
Ihero are thirty seines at Tivoli ; and that makes forty nets altogether at that side of the 
river. All the boats are registered. They take some spent fish in February and March, 
borne of them that have been some time down are improved ; hut they would he willing 
to let all the speats pass if tlie gentlemen above on the river would not destroy. Last 
l ^ere were more than 100 spents found dead about Brickfields, which 

had been lolled up the river. He seldom saw spents in January ; and thinks that not many 
could go down without liis knowing it. There is one boat to each seine, and- four hands — 
generally of one family — to each boat. They cannot afford to eat the Salmon. Fishing 
or almon is their general employment, hut they sometimes fish for Herrings and Sprats, 
-these fish sometimes, hut not veiy frequently, come up to Tivoli Point in high water, 
-they never drift for Salmon ; hut he thinks it might he profitably done there. His seine 
made, in 1841, ±,108 by the Salmon taken. There were three boats, which did not make 
so much between them ; and he did not think that ahy of the other six made so much as 
le that year. They sell their Peal about the town, and the Spring fish to Mr. Keays. The 
ooats winch fish below them from Cork are increasing in number. They begin to fish on 
the last quarter of ebb, and have about four hours’ fishing. Each boat takes its turn, and 
tncie are no disputes between themselves, nor any differences between them and the Cork 
men. 1 , links more fish pass up since the weirs were opened than before. In former times, 
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when there were obstructions, the fish used to go up to the weir and drop back a^ain 
being unable to get up except iu floods ; and hence the quantity of fish taken below used 
to be greater. They have stopped fishing during the weekly Close Time since the passing 
ot the Act. In 1842 they fished on till late in November, under the impression that they 
came under the old Act at that time. In 1843 some fished beyond the 20th August Saw 
some hauling m November ; and they fished by stealth at Brickfields up to January.’ They 
seldom catch a Salmon in then- Sprat nets. Some of the Cork boats fish till high water. 
Pays no rent ; did at one time pay twenty guineas, and at another five guineas a year for 
tilie fishery. Out of the £108 made in 1841, £60 was received for Spring Salmon, 
f ebruary is the best month in the year ; by far most money is made then. They get Peal 
m the latter part of April, but the great run of them is in June. The pea is not generally 
halt the full size in September, but it is larger than in August. The value of the fish 
taken from the 20th August to the 1st September, is not any thing like that of the fish 
taken from the 1st February to the 12th: their number is not so great, and the price is 
not one-fourth. Formerly the greatest amount of money was got from the 1st to the end 
of February. September is not so good for the last ten years as it used to be. September 
is inferior to April, and one of the worst months in the year, both as to quantity and price, 
i he greatest number of fish is taken in June. Pays nothing towards protecting the river 
He does not envy those above what they catch in the Open Season. 

To Mr. O’Brien, — Before the late Act January was a good month. If there be dry 
weather, and an easterly wind, a great quantity of fish will be caught in January. Knows 
that the fish have been injured in the Close Season up the river. 

Charles Bastable, sworn.— Lives at Brickfields, and has been fishing these thirty-six 
years. Heard what the last witness stated in evidence, and agrees fully with all he said. 
Cannot tell how much he makes in the year, as he has not kept an account. There are 
four hands in his boat : one of them is his son, and the others are men with families. 
Fishes for Sprats and Herrings in their season : they come up as far as Tivoli Point. One 
season lie got £33 one week, £28 the next, and £18 the next, for Sprats ; but did not get 
more this year than £5 or £6 worth. Gets Herrings every Winter under Lota, Mr. Cal- 
laghan’s place ; takes them with seines, which he shoots without seeing the fish approach. 
Uses the Herring seines from Michaelmas to Christmas. In some parts they fish at low 
water, and in others half an hour before it. The Salmon fishery, for the last seven years, 
is much more valuable than the Herring or Sprat fishery. He occasionally caught Salmon 
in the Sprat net, but very seldom. Did not take one last year ; and is well aware that it is 
illegal to use the Sprat net for the capture of Salmon. Never was prosecuted for taking 
a Salmon in a Sprat net. . The Salmon fishers are badly able to support their families. The 
fish are destroyed above in the river. They make a shorter sweep with their nets now 
than formerly. The Salmon nets are about 100 yards in length, and the breadth of the 
river, in the narrowest parts, is less than 100 yards. The net is shot in a circle ; if they 
were required to shorten it any thing, he would, not fish at all, for it could never fish pro- 
ductively then. 



Andrew Raines, sworn. — Is a fisherman these thirty-six years. Agrees in opinion with 
Moynahan and Bastable as to the spawning time and the periods of migration. Witness 
has two Sprat nets. It takes a much longer time to haul a Sprat than a Salmon net ; and 
there is such a body of water, that if there were ten Salmon in the net, not one would he 
caught. The hauling of a Sprat net requires four times the length of time that it takes to 
draw a Salmon net. Besides his own two Sprat nets, he has a part in two others ; and this 
has been the case these three years. Had that right in 1841. Cannot exactly tell how 
much he made by them. The year before last he made £50 or £60 with his Sprat nets, 
for his share, which was the half ; the other £60 went to the men. Fished to the latter 
end. of November, in 1842 ; and continued to the 14th October this year, by the permission 
of the Society. 

To Mr. O'Brien — Peal taken in the present mesh are not so valuable as those caught 
in the former mesh. The former bunts — Herring sized — took them without injuring them 
in any way; while the fish enter to the back fin in the large sized mesh, which makes them 
be not half so valuable. Thinks the fairest sized mesh would be two inches from knot to knot. 

To Mr. Mulvany. — The June and July fish are from four to four and a half pounds, 
and some three and three and a half pounds weight. Has caught these with the two and 
a half inch mesh. The largest sized fish he ever got was nineteen pounds weight ; but 
frequently got them from twelve to sixteen pounds. Does not think they were fish that 
had spawned. Great quantities of spent fish are killed. Knows that if the spents be 
taken, they cut off so many good Salmon which would return to them. 



The Carrigaline River. 

Mr. James Morgan, sworn. — Is not competent to answer any question as to breeding 
in this river. The season is such in this river, that they are allowed to take the fish when 
they cannot eat them, and they are not allowed to take them when they are fit for eating. 
Has a stake head weir on the river, exactly opposite Carrigaline church. It catches only 
on the ebb ; does not think the fish could be taken on the flood. Some parts of the river 
are narrow, and some wide. The fish are very fine in October ; he never got a bad fish 
in that month. Cannot say whether they have pea or milt then. There is no weir above 
him. His rights do not extend to the sea, and other persons fish with draught nets in the 
river. There is no part of his weir that is not dry at low water. Cannot tell the gross 
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quantity of fisli caught in his weir any year before the Act; it has not, however, been' 
worth £10 a year. The good fish first come about the 1st July. Commenced fishing once or 
twice in January ; but he found the fish taken then unfit for human food. Those who fish 
with nets also complain of the January fish. Before he got the weir into his own hands, his 
tenants were bound to give him one fish out of every twenty. Catches more in June’ and 
July than at any other time in the year; but a great deal depends on the weather. A. 
great number of bad fish would be taken in this river in February and March, if fished in 
these months. Thinks it is the destruction of the Fry that causes the dearth of fish. 
There is a fall at Kilnahone, about three miles above Mr. Morgan’s fishery. There is also 
a reef of rocks across the river. A strong current of the tide does not run on his weir. 
It is said that the only fish of this river are the Harvest fish. There are no Spring fish in 
it. There is great work about protection, but the river is not protected. 

John Redding, sworn.— Knows the Carrigaline. The only part that is protected is that 
belonging to Mr. Roberts. He protects about a small mile of the river. The fish spawn 
in December and January; there is no spawning in November. There are two obstruc- 
tions ; one is a large rock that goes across the river at Kilnahone mills. There is a 
narrow passage and a fall at one side of this rock; and there the fish are gaffed easily and 
ni great quantities. The fall is about three and a half feet high. There is another mill on the 
opposite side, and they both belong to the same person. They are in the habit of stopping 
one miU, and opening the sluices of the other : this causes a current, and draws the fish 
along; and then, when they go into the mill race, a grating is put up, and the fish are 
caught, baw the trap in this state on last Sunday three weeks, and on the same day that 
he was taken prisoner by Mi-. Roberts, and his three rods seized. Thinks the fish if not 
obstructed there, would spawn at the same time as in the Lee. The fish are also destroyed 
h-om that place down with nets. Saw Mr. Morgan’s weir; it is a cross weir, made of 
timber, ihe nulls of Carngalme destroy a great number of fish. They use sops and- 
spears, and gaffs, and every destructive implement on this river. The fishery, in fact is 
not protected, and the law is not observed in the Carrigaline. Thinks that the best way to 
protect the Lee, - and he knows it these forty years, would be to give the anglers a free 
passage of the river, and they will become the best protectors. 

The Shannon and Lee. 

„ J?!* 2?®' Jok A PT- , s ™™— Hears ’10 complaints in tie Shannon of the 

W ’ S' 4 f ° r part ,’ 13 4 mte with A Great good has been done 

; l he Shannon Commissioners by the removal of the Salmon and Eel weirs and other 

- f£lr *■«■** The^bstades were 
runoveam 1W9 and 1840, and since then there has been a most decided increase in the 

tai< TT Tlie i gr0SS value of tlie fisheries has increased, and the fish much 
tha P f +i!p Cl m SU p i He C ? UghtPea1 ’ last Summer, eleven pounds weight. Is quite certain 

wmimam 

1842— Emoras, eitending over a period of ten months. 

Raw salmon, iced n ai1 . ... Sa,m - * Peal. Gross lbs. 

Manufactured, ‘ ' V ' «*" ?6,937 .381,116 

• • a,o^9 kits, „ 15,744 102,347 



IM o -c. Total, 72,681 483,463 

1843 — Expoets, extending over a period of six months. 

Raw salmon, iced o fen i , . . Salmon. Gross lbs. 

Manufactured, . ' • J766 boas, cout.mmg 38,980 276;651 

• 2,873 kits, 14,914 86,548 



i 8 44' Exports, extending over a period pf sir months. 



‘ Raw salmon, iced, 
Manufactured, 



. 2,330 boxes, containing 33,815 23 T 06 I 

. 2,449 kits, „ 11,665 69 ; 96g 



Total, 45,480 303;027 
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The raw Salmon were exported in boxes of various sizes, but tbe calculation is made in 
Scotch boxes, — i. e. Scotch size. This return does not include some Blackwater fish,* sent 
from Yonghal to Waterford, and exported from thence. It includes the Munster Salmon, 
from the Shannon, Lee, and Kerry rivers. Several other parties have exported as much 
as their house. Cannot tell how many other exporters there are. Purchases extensively, 
besides the produce of his own weirs. Most of the Limerick fish is sent to Dublin. There 
is no deficiency of ice ; has an ice house ; he imported a cargo of ice from Iceland in 
1834, but has not imported any since. They send their fish to London, Liverpool, and 
Bristol ; but chiefly to London. Pays the greatest amount of money for fish between the 
15th April and the 15th May ; but February has been a good month in the Lee and Kerry 
rivers. The export of Salmon from Cork has been increasing ; but the means of fishin^ 
have not been used as extensively as they ought. He thinks that the means of fishing 
might be extended in Kerry, and round the coast of Cork, with advantage to the fisheries. 
Neither the Lee nor the estuary has at all attained its maximum value. They have a 
disinclination to purchase the Summer fish, because of its inferiority, and not wishing to 
interfere with the local supply. The whole estuary of the Lee yields a great deal more 
than £1,000 annually. Looking at the fisheries in a commercial point of view, he con- 
siders an uniform Close Time desirable, and calculated to bring the fisheries to their 
maximum value. Variableness of season has undoubtedly produced much mischief. 
Attributes the non-productiveness of the fisheries generally to the destruction of the fish, 
which has been so universal. It is necessaiy that sufficient time should be given to allow 
the river to be stocked. Fishing to a late period is necessarily calculated to produce 
lateness in the season of the river. Considers it better, in a general point of view, that 
the spent fish should be preserved; but, in a commercial light, if proper protection were 
extended,, he thinks it would not be right to prevent persons in the estuary from taking 
the quantities of in-season Salmon which they have previously taken in Februarv, notwith- 
standing the spent fisli which would be lulled at that time : and having read the Scotch 
evidence, and considering the climate of this country and Scotland, he would have the 
fishing season commence on the 1st Februaiy, hut he has not made up his mind as to 
when the season should close. The Close Season, in Scotland, ceased on the 1st February, 
and he could not see why it should extend to the 12th in this country, in which there is a 
milder climate. The proportion of fish taken in the upper parts of rivers hitherto bore a 
very small proportion to that taken in the estuaries and tidal parts. 

Mr. John O' Dowd, sworn. — Holds fisheries in the Carra, county Kerry, and in Brandon 
and Ballinskelligs Bays. All his fisheries are in the tideway. November is tbe principal 
month in the Carra for Spring fish ; they are also caught in December, January, and all 
through till the month of May. The Spring fish caught in November are in the finest 
condition ; the pea and milt not largely developed ; and the number caught in that month 
is greater than at any other month in the year. The price then is from Is. to Is. Gd. 
During November and December the fish are also breeding in tbe Carra lake and upper 
part of tbe river. The spawning in the Carra is over about Christmas. The Carra and 
Maine flow into the same bay ; and there is only a mile distance betweeu them ; and yet, 
when the Spring fish are had in great abundance in the Carra, there are very few caught 
in the Maine. Fishes in Brandon Bay with a hag-net ; and when he first commenced he 
caught a long, lank, Eel-like description of Salmon ; but he paid for the protection of the 
adjacent river ; and the result was, that the quality and appearance of the fish became, in a 
couple of years, greatly improved. The river of winch he has spoken is the Letteragh which 
runs down into Brandon Bay from Castiegregory. Wheu he began to fish there was no 
snch thing as a Spring fish there. The people used to say that the Salmon never ran till 
.the com was ripe ; and the reason they had no early fish was, because the mother fish were 
destroyed ; hut the fish are now allowed to come down and go up, and the consequence is, 
that they have good Spring fish there. Fishes at the mouth of the Eenagh. This river is 
fourteen miles in length ; there are mountain streams running into it, and it is a good 
spawning river. Tbe fish begin to run up there in September, and that is the best month 
in the year. There was no protection on it heretofore. Has had it these three or four 
years ; but only took it for one year and got no lease. Has applied for an Open Season on 
that river, from the 1st June to the 1st October ; but if he had a lease he would not adhere 
to that demand ; because by preserving tbe river he would have an early season. If he had 
it an early river he would like to commence as early as was consistent with a due regard 
to the improvement of fishery. An early fishery is always better than a Summer one. The 
Eenagh runs into the same bay as the Curraan ; there should,' therefore, he the same season 
for both ; for, he did not think it right that rivers, running into the same estuary, should 
have different seasons. Before he would form an opinion as to the most suitable season 
for. all Ireland, he would like to visit those rivers which were exempted by tbe old law. 
Thinks it is in the power of man to alter the seasons of the fish. He is twelve years living 
near the Carra, and he never saw a fish out of season, taken in November, December, 
January, and February. 

James Butler , jun., esq., sworn. — His father is the proprietor of the Curraan fishery. 
The river runs into Ballinskelligs Bay, it is very short, and fished entirely by a weir half 
way between the lake and the sea. Before the late Act, fishing used to commence on the 
1st January; and the fish in that month were excellent. There were more fish taken in 
February than January; and tbe run ceased about May. They catch very few Spring 
Salmon after May. They always ceased fishing on the 12th August; but seldom caught 
* For which see page 70. 
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raucli Salmon in that month. Is not aware whether the fish are on the spawning beds in 
January. The Spring fish hare increased ten-fold, owing to the protection of the river. 
Does not know why they have early fish there, and none in the Eenagh, which is only two miles 
distant. It may perhaps arise from the lakes and the constant supply of water which is in 
the Curraan. Never heard of fish spawning in that river before the 1st November; the 
spawning beds are above and below the lake. lie considers that a general season for all 
Ireland would not be advantageous. During the inquiry at Bandon, Mr. Meade told him 
that the spawning commenced earlier in the Bandon river, in consequence of the Close 
Season having been observed. January and February are the two best months at his weir ; 
the take is then considerable ; but people fishing outside almost extinguished the Summer 
fishery. Thinks a uniform season desirable, if practicable; but considers a difference 
necessary for the purpose of reaping all the advantages of the fisheries. Persons should he 
permitted to fish early, where they have early fish, because it would be a pity to lose them 
when they go up early. Is not yet convinced that a late fishery can become a Spring one • 
but admits that a change of a month or six weeks may be effected. The best fish in the 
year arc caught in the Curraan in January; and his father would lose £70 or £80 a-vear 
by not being allowed to fish on the 1st January. 

Mr. O’ Dowd said his opinion was, that the fish do not spawn for twelve months after 
they go up. 

Mr.. Keays remarked that some years since, he saw, on the 24th December, 153 fish 
taken in Mr. Foley’s wen- on the Carra ; and out of that number thero were hut nine or 
eleven unfit to keep ; and these were returned to the water. 

Thomas Biggs Lane, esq., sworn.— Is acquainted with the Glanmire river, up which the 
fish do not run ti}l Harvest. The best fish are caught in October: the pea is then very 
small, and the fish is in excellent season. There is no fishery in the Glamnire. Spawning 
commences m the middle of November. The breeding fish remain in the river tifi 
1'ebruary, and then go down in the first floods. There are a great many spawning beds 
in it, and during the last two years, there has been a great increase of fish in this river 
borne persons fish near the mouth, and there is no prevention to fishing- in the river, provided 



the persons wishing to do so subscribe towards the protection. There are no nets oil the 
nver ; there was one last year hut it was seized. There is no prevention to fishing as far 
up as Glanmire bridge. The destruction of the fish by burning is very great. Three miles 
ot the nver were burnt the day of a conviction at petty sessions for chasing Salmon in the 
ri™ ulT s P“S beds - ™th attempt to kill. There are no Spring fish in this 

nver lately, but there formerly were. 1 

C, TT 1 ’ SWW j'T Is a fisherman at Blackrock these eighteen years. There are 
W TK l ^ f0U1 ' me I 1 10 e T a r dl , nCt Fishcs al)0ut m ll0ur before and after 

nTfnr Tbe tbere . 18 rock }; He does not cast his net the same way for Sprats 

said lfl841 lS e m?rlt he ^ ld - en ?f ° f th ° B ™ k 5, eMs men > and <l uito a g re es with all they 
Sric’e i much ,Z lf 13 m threo months, February, March, and April; and in 1840 
I.™ 6 “ "i « w° ? f 1 exceU ^t year; his return from Mr. Keays was £40 that 

fore, be deseed LmeSere. 0 ” 8 ' ‘ 8]l “ pre8 “* sc ” ce ’ “ 4 ,he >' must - tW 



No. I- Letter of Wm. Choose, Esq., to Wh. T. Mclvaky, Esq. ' 
q Durreen, Coacliforil, November 26, 1844. 

ranee that exists on this important question. Before 1 read Mr ShwJ i,!’i P ‘ * tU ® J g n “' 

in the newsuaners Twit Wo- e 1 reacuvir. ohaw s book, or your statements on it 

return to the sea Thev t ,.,, , e ?°nd or lake in my demense, tolten just after 

tember, .hen they™. bSdr&ZT’ l »Sro-m fine condition and perfect shape till S^- 

absolute necessit/in this P the infanef of r - eSpe f tb ? seasons, 1 hope, Sir, you will see the 

fish; without this, we shall have no real abundance in either^? the < / ul Jf st P rotection to the breeding 
to W real good filing 11 !“ ‘f* 

breeding fish at present run, are, in this river fiom the l.twfJS >" ’» i “eh 

tailment ef this period .ill eanse the destruction of nmnbor, of^We°r, Me^t'i. tSd ' Z 
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|° ,* “ ° f A ?" 1 11 '"“i ld be * g~* advantage m allowing the poor thbg, pi— of time 
to get back to the sea la »me t», peph.p,, when, „ you have J5, th/fek We acquired ,„™ 

praen’. ” m aV ' P PS ' be ° 1 "” S ' ,d b “ l *° * he l ' 2th Tebrao?,” „ it" ” 

I fa ving beeth fe, thirty year, a persevering angler, with a single rod, and perceiving that von teke 
an mteren m this matter far beyond what others would consul,? a disehargi of mere official dStyl 
have taken the liberty of troubling you with these remarks, and ' 

Have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Wm. T. Mulvany, Esq., w ,, 

Inspector of Fisheries, Cork. * ^ n0OKE - 



ArrxxDix, No. II. 
The Zee. 

No. 1. — Letter from 
Wm. Crooke, esq., 
to Wm. T. Mulvany, 
esq. 



No. 2. Letter from E. WiBMm, Esq., to Wit. T. MuLvAsr, Esq. 

Cor " Exchange, Cork, December 9th, 1844. 

SIR,— An appl.cation being made to me, either to get my father or myself to give information 
before you on the fishing investigation held by you in <5ork, but not wishing to annoy my fSer £ 
his 91st year, and my official duties requiring attendance at my office, I declined, but promised if 
necessary, to give a written statement of my practical knowledge of Salmon, &c., in the Lee 
For the last sixteen years we have.had nothing to do with fisheries, but up to that period, since mv 
father was a young man he successively held three of the Salmon weirs on the river (Frier’s Weirl 
and Pools, commonly called 11 Clark s Marsh Fishery,” “ Sunday’s Well Weirs” and “ AhhL " 

latter from 1797 to 1828.) Gil Abbey being one for Salmon, Trout, and Eels, requiring nets^alied 
Moochers (bag nets on frames which fatted to the down stream post of one of the hatches) for taking 
the returning Salmon, Eels, and Trout, and haying a large trap pond for keeping the spent Salmon if 
for good markets was peculiarly adapted for giving correct knowledge of the times and seasons, and 
0 eneral history of those fish, the Moochers being used, through the year, told what was coming down 
and the hatches what was going up ; and every part of the pond being commanded by the eve and 
dose to our dwelling-house we were afforded an object of very interesting and amusing stud? in the 
habits food, &c. of the Salmon. My brothers were also first-rate anglers, and knew the river, with 
all its tributaries, from Macroom down. We were, therefore, in a position to correct many absurd 
theories on Salmon, &c My father also, m former years, kept Salmon, Herring, and Sprat nets down 
the river, anil his men fished as low down as Horsehead (the entrance of Lough Mahon ) 

Having, therefore, such information and experience, I think it right, as a member of society, to 
give you such facts as I can vouch for, seeing the more than official anxiety which you evince to 
promote the public good : I would have done so sooner but for a domestic affliction 

The breeding Salmon. begin to move up the river from the sea in August (the Peal yet running). 
Ihey axe m full run the end of September, winds and freshes answering. In all mv remarks on the ’ 
run of Salmon, early, late, or in full seasons, they are contingent on winds and freshes— the winds to 
bring the fish into the harbour, and the floods to bring them ahead ; for if the harbour was full of 
Salmon, twelve hours of a south-east gale would draw them all out, and, vice versa, a north-west 
gale would bring them in, and more or less the connecting points each way. Up to the 1st October 
they are prune, with but small peas. They run in abundance through October, November, 
December, and January From the end of October the ova are largely developed, and become loose 
the fash. In November they commence ridging (a very few occasionally in the eud of October) 
the y successively arrive in the river, they do so till the middle of February. The earliest Fry 
ight at Gil Abbey was in the first week of March, and that was the signal for us to discontinue 
the Trout and Eel Moocher, and substitute the Salmon one. The bulk of the Fry come down in April 
and May, and, if freshes answer, are out of the river before June. r 

The Spring fish begin to show themselves early in January, and are plenty in February, March, 
April, and part 0 i May. The Peal then come in plenty, and continue till the Harvest fish (called by 
the poor fishermen “ Blackberry fish,” but which are early breeding fish) supply their places. 

The spent. Salmon returning, the Spring fish and Peal, which went up the former Spring and 
Summer, begin to come down in January, and they are as bright as silver, the Spring only discernible 
from the Peal by their length ; if freshes come, they are all down by the 1st March. About the end 
of January the weak spent breeders begin to drop down, and, contingent on freshes, all the spents 
are out of the river by the 1st May. If any of these fish are kept from going to the sea, they 
become reduced to the appearance of large Eels, and die in July or August. We tried the experi- 
ment some years back (the weather aiding us, no flood having come through May, June, or July.) 
We kept two very fine fish behind the weirs — the pond being open, they had their liberty fora 
quarter of a mile of the river ; at first they strove to hide in deep water, but as the season advanced, 
and they began to sicken and fall away, they showed less fear, and for a month before death used to 
come down the scour behind the weirs, and try the gratings of the hatches that we stood on, and that 
repeatedly every day, as if in mental anxiety to get through, to go to their proper element at that 



and 



No. 2. — Letter from 
E. Webber, esq., to 
Wm. T. Mulvany, 



Notwithstanding 'all the experiments (which, as Mr. Foley ironically remarked, might end in produ- 
cing crocodiles) I assert, that if the Fry are detained in the fresh water of the Lee, they die in the 
same way in the end of Harvest ; and I further assert, that the Fry which come out of the beds in 
Spring, come down and go to the sea immediately, if they have water to bring them. In the first 
place, the Winter in which most breeding fish went up, produced a corresponding increase of Fry in the 
Spring ; and, as very often happened, when but comparatively few breeders got up, the Fry were few. 
More, I defy any judge to say, that through long dry Summers, when nothing could be hid in the Lee, 
try ever so small was seen after June, except (to follow M. Foley’s irony) they turned into Eels, and 
hid in the sand ; and even then their bulk would be so great, that in angling we would tread them 
out in every step we would give. As to the idea that G-ravelling are Fry, it is absurd to any experienced 
person. They are a distinct species — there are two kinds of them, the white and the brown, and both 
come from the sea. The white are going up in March, and to an inexperienced eye would pass as 
Salmon Fry. They do not scale nor have they the bluish tinge on the back as the Fry ; they are very 
nch and fine flavoured when dressed. The brown are to be found running at all seasons up the river, 
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and -when caught on the hook of the angler in Spring, will frequently discharge their milt to his 
annoyance on a good coat or trowsers. But admitting that Gravelling are Fry, the whole which are to 
be found up the Lee would not number one for every 10,000 Salmon Fry which come down in a year. 

About thirty-two years back, a fair wind and a flood being concurrent, there was a great run of 
fish the week before Christinas ; they were very loose in pea, and many commenced at once to ridge 
on our rivers (Gil Abbey’s right of river extended from the back of Clark’s marsh weirs to the end of 
(hack) Sunday’s Well weirs on the south branch of the Lee) below our weirs. In the end of March 
the water being then very low, one of my brothers went out to the nearest bed, and having carefully 
opened with one hand the down stream end of the ridge, dipped up in a basin some of the spawn. 
The little black eyes were perfectly visible through the skin of the pea ; and on being taken in the 
fingers, the embryo fish spun round in its house quite alive. We carefully opened some of them under 
a microscope, and found perfect fish ; the flat of the tail curved round to meet the side of the nose. 
In a week after he did the same, and dipped up perfect Fry about at most an inch long ; several with the 
skin of the pea hanging to the vent, but most of them quite disengaged from it. They were quite 
transparent, and swam merrily in the basin ; they continued alive in a decanter for several days, but 
they were then let go in an eddy of the river. In three weeks after he went again, and found nothing 
in any of the beds comeatable but the skins of the pea. We looked the river closely for several days 
after, and could make out nothing more than the regular sculls of Fry, constantly coming down the 
river, and passing off to the salt water, which they certainly commence to do on coming out of the 
spawning beds. 

It is reasonable that the early fish up produce the early Fry ; but my father says, that within the 
compass of nearly eighty years (angler and holder of fisheries) the earliest Fry caught was near the 
close of February, at a time when the weirs on the Lee were not half their present height ; and there 
were but three Salmon nets at Blackrock when Salmon went up the Lee in thousands. I am therefore 
borne out, that very few fish ridge before November, and as comparatively few ridge after the first 
week ia February ; I think 1st October to 12th February would be very ample Close Time for the 
fisheries in the tideway ; but though I would not prevent anglers single fishing from that day, yet I 
would prevent nets beyond the tideway till the 1st May, to allow all the spents to come down (the 
largest and primest fish remain up longest) ; for let the Act be ever so stringent, it is astonishing to 
see the ignorance that exists in distinguishing between a good recovered spent and a Spring fish. 

All’s fish that comes to the net.” What the anglers would catch single fishing would not be a straw 
in the balance ; and as there are no stake weirs in the tideway, and the nature of the spents is to go 
off to sea at once, the nets below cannot do much harm. This leads me to speak of anglers. The 
banks of the Lee were always free ; but a most injudicious, and I think illegal attempt was made since 
the passing of.the Act to prevent angling. If successful, the peasant angler, instead of spending his 
leisure time in innocent recreation, would be driven to the sheebeen house to brood over the injustice 
and plan acts of revenge; and the Cork angler would shut his eyes on any breach of the Act in the 
tideway. Anglers, I say, would be some of the most efficient water-bailiffs. I can the more freely 
say so, as my official duties do not allow me to take a single day in the year, and my brothers are in 
the New World. 

There me two great obstructions in the Lee— Carrig-a-drohid, and the Powder Mills weirs ; they 
require heavy floods to take the fish over. In the weekly openings of the weirs, &c., if such floods are 
not m the river, the fish are all stopped by Carrig-a-drohid, and swept off by net on Mondays. 

I could give some curious facts of the sleeping, food, hiding, &c., of the Salmon, and I was witness 
to as severe a battle as game cocks used (thanks to the Legislature) to fight, between two very large 
brown Irout. They fought on the top of the water under my own eve, and all my family, and over 
lorty strangers, for twenty minutes ; and one of my brothers saw them much longer. They bit and 
cut each other very severely in the covering of the gills and pectoral fins, so as distinctly to draw 
blood, and fought untd they were unable to support themselves longer in the water. 

As to the Fry going down corning up Peal the same Summer, I am very sceptical. I have known 
the hry to go down some years m incredible numbers, and yet comparatively very few Peal came up,. 

vice versa; and when my father held the lower (Clark’s Marsh) fishery, he has frequently seen 
ST ofkry brought book by strong spring tides o fortnight otter they hod oil come down frooithe 
fresh water, without any noble change m sue ; and as to their spawning, it is out of all reason. 

It .s very reasonable that the question should be asked, why the holder of a fishery should act so 
suradal apart as to destroy the spents ? The answer is. Gill Abbey's value lay rmindpally in thd 
take of the spents; and if my father did not take that fishery another would. Such is the force of 
circumstances, that at times people do what their judgment would condemn under other circumstances. 

„ Jr b « ore tbe Agoing hasty rambling sketch, I do not presume to arrogate to myself 
anyknowledge beyond what any intelligent person might acquire under similar circumstances, 
the grea" t *7 the llbert 7 1 have thus taken > 1 beg leave to subscribe myself, with 



Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. 



Your most obedient humble servant, 

E. Webber. 



No. 3.— Letter from Lewis Gollock, Esq. to Wm. T. Mulvany, Esq. 

Coachford, Classes, November 27, 1844. 

. t R Sir ’~T I * ta * ed in . m y evidence before you and Mr. Barry in Cork, on Monday last, that the 
river Lee and its tributaries were about ninety miles. On reflection afterwards I find I was much 
below the mark. I send herewith a very rude sketch of the Lee and its tributaries from Inniscarra 
bridge to the source. From Inniscarra to Cork there is only the Blarney river at the north, and a 
3nt *f eam at tbe south side discharging into the Lee. My knowledge of the Blarney 
:J f T e J ller rJ nV f S u “ te ? Wlth lt “ t0 ,° ^P^ect to attempt a delineation of them; indeed, 
^ ?° 6S D0 - f et6nd t0 bke geographical accuracy. I merely drew it from an 

e * 6 T y ? aVt of^.^out any guide as to measurements, for the purpose of 
n7 J f of what importance the Lee and its smaller rivers might become to the Salmon fishery if 

77m Jh J™ t0 ' + J J at T f tb - tracm S, s of the Or^ance surveyors will show that I am not 
too much in eiror, not to be relied on in some degree. 
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n the spans of the upright bars in the weirs. 

John Murphy said he pushed a seven pound Spring fish through the bars. The Lee 

Edmund Murphy pushed a six pound fish through. ' 

Damd Wriskmif tley wmld e o through. fou uftei-mik h.d evidence of tlie number of fish ?“• s — t™» 
taken in the month of February, both at the weirs and by the net fishermen, and the weight of the fish Lewis Go,lock - esq., 

° in Wm . T. Mulvany, 



n the month of February, both at the w 
a each place. 

Fish. 

Net fishers, . .461 

Weirs, . . . 432 



3,344 

3,169 



Average Weight, 
and 7 lb. over. 



Showing that though they complained that the span between the bars was too great, that the fish 

Su'tw th ° S i ^ ken bj the , nets * , Besides this > where we know that many 

hpnng fash run to ten, twelve, and fourteen pounds, and a few over that weight, it is evident that 
many much smaller fish than six pounds must have been caught both in weirs and nets. I am induced 

d “ *» t»“>“ *>*= 

I have been informed that a quantity of the spawning fish taken last year (and possibly former 
Open Season 0 <1 t0 ba °° n sh ° pS ’ and then so]d P ickled or dried as P art of the take of the previous 

This might be checked by requiring the holders of such salted Salmon to have them marked at the 
commencement of each Close Season. 



Wm. T. Mulvany, esq., 

Inspector of Irish Fisheries. 



, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

Lewis Gollock. 



Tributaries referred to in the above Letter. 



River Lee nearly 50 miles, about 39 of road measure, 
Sullane, ..... 

Laney, 

Foherish, ..... 
Bonnay, . 

Bride, ..... 

Two small Tributaries to Laney, 

Glashagarran, .... 

Forest River, ..... 
Dripsey, ..... 
Delahana, ..... 
Small River to Kerry hounds 



50 miles. 
12 to 14 
8 to 10 
8 



14 

9 



3 

3 to 4 



124 miles. 

Besides the Blarney and its tributaries, of which I have very little knowledge. 



No. 4.— Letter from Wm. Clear, Esq., to J. R. Barry, Esq. No 4 _ Letter from 

Cork, December, 1844. ' V ™' Glear . es 4-> 

Dear Sib,— V ery considerable apprehensions have been excited in the minds of the corn millers of ‘ ‘ BaTTy ’ eS<1 ‘ 
this county, by some resolutions adopted at a meeting of gentlemen interested in the amendment of 
the present fishery laws, held here on the 20th October. 

Such of these resolutions as relate to mills, are deemed to be highly objectionable ; and, if enforced 
by law, would have a direct tendency to reduce their working powers, and thereby lessen, to a very 
considerable extent, the value of these. establishments. 

One of the proposed resolutions requires that the waste sluices should be opened for twenty-four 
hours between Saturday evening and Sunday; but every practical miller must know, that by such a 
regulation many hours would be lost on Monday before a sufficient head of water could be obtained to 
enable the mill to resume work, and in dry seasons, when frequent pondings are required, it would be 
particularly injurious. 

Again, powers of a very arbitrary nature are sought to be entrusted to water-bailiffs, authorizing 
a system of espionage on private property and intrusion of a most offensive character, and which may 
be used at the caprice of oyer-zealous, ignorant, or interested parties, to the great annoyance and loss 
of mill owners, without their having the power of obtaining effectual redress. There are several other 
objectionable regulations proposed of a minor character. 

When the present fishery laws were before Parliament, many restrictions were imposed on mill 
owners, and enforced under heavy penalties ; and the few protective clauses then conceded to them 
were introduced after a most minute and searching investigation, and were deemed absolutely 
necessary for the efficient working of their concerns ; of these protections it is now sought to deprive 
them. r 

It certainly cannot be the wish of the Legislature that impediments should be placed in the way of 
any of our domestic manufactures. The millers of Ireland have embarked large capitals in their 
establishments, and afford much employment to a needy population, and deserve encouragement rather 
than annoyance; but it frequently happens that in promoting some favourite measure, regulations are 
introduced which, without so intending, have an injurious bearing on others. It is not, however, 
probable that , in the amendment of the fishery laws, any regulations will be introduced that are not 
sanctioned fay the Commissioners; and it is therefore that 1 trouble you with the foregoing obser- 
vations, that your attention may he directed to the subject. 

12 
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Appendix, No. II. If you have any suggestions to make, I shall feel much obliged by your communicating them, and 

■ also your opinion whether it may be necessary for the millers to memorial the Lord Lieutenant, or 

'hr Trr. — — -- i» - * T * — * — •• will excuse the liberty, and believe me 

Yours very truly, ' 

War. Clear. 



present petitions to Parliament. I trust y 



No. 4 — Letter from 
Wm. Clear, esq., to 



J. II. Barry, esq. 



The Blackwutcr. 



Tributary. 
Spawning ri\ 



Penalties. 

Obstructions. 



Comparative supply. 



Protection. 

Obstruction. 



Evidence taken before William T. Multan r and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Cappoquin 
County Waterford, Thursday, November 28, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry — The Rivers Black water, Bride, and all their Tributaries, 
the Fisheries of Youghal Harbour, and of the entire Coast and all the 
Rivers terminating thereon between Ballycotton, County of Cork, and 
Ballyvoile Head, County of Waterford. 

The Black water. 

John Dillon Croker, esq., sworn. — Is secretary to the Blackwater Fishery Association. 
Is particularly acquainted with the Blackwater river ; and would wish to give evidence of 
all the upper part of it, and its several tributaries from the source to Cappoquin. The 
principal spawning rivers branching from the Blackwater, are the Funcliion, the Awbeg, the 
Clydagh, which branches into two or three rivers ; the Glen, the Owla, and the Dowla, 
which join at Ivanturk, and several other smaller tributaries. There are extensive spawning 
grounds, in the Blackwater itself. They begin a few miles below Mallow ; and lie profusely 
thence to the source. The time of spawning in the Clydagh and in the Main Tr unk is the 
same. In his vicinity, the fish begin to spawn the first week in November ; he never knew 
the spawning to commence earlier than that time. The great bulk spawn in December 
and January ; and the very heavy fish from the week before Christmas to the middle of 
January. The two-thirds spawn from the middle of December to the middle of January, 
and the one-third thence forward; but it all depends on the floods to take the fish over 
the mill-weirs. Believes that Parr are the young Salmon. A number of Gravelling got 
into his pond on one occasion, and the next year it was alive with Salmon Fry. Saw Pan- 
in as great quantities as Fiy ; hut he believes they do not congregate until they are about to 
descend to the sea. The Clydagh is a very good spawning river. The obstructions below 
Mallow are the Glandelane, and the Fermoy Mill weirs ; these two weirs effectually obstruct 
the passage of the fish, except in floods. The fishing weir at Lismore, at which he has 
heard the weekly Close Time is not observed, also impedes the passage of the fish. The 
spents of November’s spawning go down in the first floods in January, and February; the 
great bulk descend in February and March ; they are also going down in April and May, 
and au odd one — “ a recruit,” remains in the river the whole year. The Fry are in the 
liver in March, and they congregate in great numbers in ApriL They go down in that 
month ; and they are all away towards the end of May. They are some time in the river 
before they collect in shoals ; he has seen millions of them at the Quartertown Milk in 
April. There was a Close Time on this river by law before the late Act, hut it was never 
observed. The first time they began to observe and enforce the Close Time was in 1842, 
after the passing of the Act. The Close Time was observed and enforced in 
1842 as strictly as possible; but want of fimds checked the proceedings of their society, 
and prevented them from doing as much as was required. The enforcement of the Close 
lime commenced on the 10th September, 1S42; and hundreds of fish were then saved, as 
the Parr in the river afterwards testified. The Close Time in 1843 was not observed as 
it i siiould have been; and at present they have not funds to enable them to enforce the 
observance of the law. There were three prosecutions in Mallow last week, under the 
risnery Act; but the fines imposed were so small that they were not calculated to act as 
a, check to the violation of the law. The weirs of Glandelane remain still an obstruction to 
the passage of the fish. They cannot get over it except in floods ; and he has heard that 
6 i Ce r f addit 'T of new coping-stone the difficulty of passage has been 
is the only mode of fishing pursued in the upper part of the river. 

• au2 lt would i> e a wonder if one good fish were caught in the upper 
part ol the river once m seven years ; hut in 1843 they had very good fishing ; there was 

*°' ve ' c r ' Jast year : he has seen four or five Salmon killed in one day on his 
tlemesno with a single rod. Lights and spears have been extensively used since the late 
f e j Wa S before, because gentlemen lad no interest in protection. The 

Kanhivl- Vi T 7 ^ niter before last, thirty or forty bailiffs on the river, between 
?i nde S> ne ' 1 There 18 a RliU dam on the Funcliion, which obstructs the 
tfoTp Anr! A, , J ? ere have k een fewcr fish in that river this year than usual, hut this 

* 'I? ufc °* wa * er - T]iere are tw0 mill dams on the Awbeg, which are also 

foo^ndof vr!rrf 10 0( ‘be fish. Did not see any good flsh killed in 1843, until 

Iid rli /1 1 <ir l ’ and R1 J ^P rd au d May; heard that some were observed in February, but 
carry tlmmoy “X m f 1 ™*™ . T h ere ™> some rain that year, and sufficient floods to 
tbm • l des - . Ttoia tiat ae new fieb get oyer the weirs more easily 

odd Pefl W 18 heavy m pea in October and Noyember. In 1843 there was an 
Sk Aas ? st M the best m<mth for Peal 1 they are then of a clear 

bright colour. Saw m that month as good and as bright Salmon at Quartertown, thirty- 
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hve miles hence, as he ever saw in the tideway. In the latter end of August, provided 
there be a late flood, the great bulk of the fish 'are silvery there. The Har vest spawnin'* 
fish come up in the first floods in September. The fish have very small pea and milt in 
August, and are then in fine condition. The pea and milt are getting large at the latter 
end of August and September. Great numbers of the fish that went up in 1843 were 
killed with the rods; a considerable quantity was also killed by poaching. Does not 
know any thing of the spawning time in the remote tributaries. Cannot tell the value of 
the produce by angling ; it was nothing before the Act. A man could not kill £ 1 0 worth 
of good fish in the entire upper part of the river before the passing of the late Act. Before 
the Glandeline weirs were built, he heard of a hundred fish being taken in a haul at 
Quartertown, and of people killing the fish with hammers. Saw fish spawning in great 
numbers on the 3d March last, above Mallow Bridge. There is an opinion that cock fish 
go up before the hens. There is no obstruction, to his knowledge, on the tributaries 
above Mallow, except a mill weir at Kanturk. The spents go down at every period of the 
year. Does not know whether the fish he has seen spawning in March were the spents of 
the preceding year, which had been prevented from going down till June or July. Heard 
that the lessee of the Duke of Devonshire’s weir employed water-bailiffs as high as Glan- 
delane, and some above that ; but they were improper persons, who did not do their 
duty. Thinks it would be advantageous' to have the Close Season extend to a later period 
in the Spring, because more spawning fish would he killed from February to March than 
from August to October. Would have the Open Season commence on the' 1st March, and 
end on the 1st October. Knows nothing of the value and quantity of the fish caught in 
the estuary before March. Admits that this should be taken into account in determining 
the Close Season. Thinks that if the season he has mentioned were fixed, the interest 
created in the upper proprietors would make the change advantageous to the lower 
people in the end ; and would more than compensate them for the loss of the early and 
more valuable fish. Such a season would he for the interests of all. If the early breeding 
fish were killed, that is, the fish up to the 1st November, the breeding would become 
later ; but unless they fish with nets in the higher parts, they cannot kill all the good fish 
that go up to the end of the Open Season. Taking into consideration the interests of the 
upper and lower proprietors, considering both the estuary and the river, and with a view 
to raising the fisheries to their maximum value, he would close the season up to the 1st 
March, and fish from that time to the 1st October. Has seen fish of ten or twelve pounds 
weight spawning in November. Peal spawn in the early part of that month. Saw a Peal 
of not four pounds spawning with a Salmon of nine pounds on the scour together. The 
fish which get up early spawn first. They had no fish up the river this year. 

Mr. Stewart observed that the dry weather was the cause of the decrease this year. 

Witness. — There was one occasion on which the Lismore Salmon weirs were not 
opened on the weekly Close Time ; and he wished to know whether, in case the weir 
could not be opened on Saturday, it should not he opened if the floods fell wi thin thirty- 
six hours ? 

Mr. Foley stated that the flood, on that occasion, went over the weir, but the “ cause of 
prevention” did not cease ; and, if it had, he would have been bound to open the weir. 

Witness, to Mr. Curry. — Cannot undertake to say whether, if the impediments at 
Glandelane and Fermoy were removed, the fish would not spawn earlier, and return 
earlier to the sea. Confines his observations, as to there being no Close Time observed 
before the Act, to the part of the river in his own vicinity. He took no notice of what 
was done below or about the Duke of Devonshire’s estate. 

To Mr. Keays. — Did not sanction the destruction of the fish before the late Act ; but 
looked on with indifference, as he had no interest in protection. Received £40 from the 
Duke of Devonshire, and £o from Sir Richard Musgravc, towards getting a passage over 
the weir at Fermoy. The money was lodged in the Bank, hut they got no further 
co-operation. 

Michael Fitzpatrick, sworn. — Is seventy-eight years old, and knows the upper part of 
the river to the place from which, it springs. Was a fisherman about fifty years. Knows 
the Black water from its source to Youghal. Has seen the fish spawning ; they begin on 
the 10th or 12th November. The weight of them spawn from the middle of December to 
the latter end of February. He has seen hundreds of them on the beds in February. 
A Close Season was observed before this Act. Colonel Wrixon always kept a water- 
bailiff to protect the river. Before the new Act they had twenty times as much fish up 
the river as they had since.* Was formerly employed at the weirs of Lismore. The first 
ran of Spring fish, at the weirs was at the latter end of February ; they caught some in the 
beginning of that month, and along with them some full fish going up to spawn. This 
was fifty years ago. They had the greatest run of Spring fish from the 1 7th March to the 
middle of May. The run of Salmon then decreased, and the Peal came in at the latter 
end of June. The fish begin to spawn first in the tributaries ; hut he cannot tell how 
much sooner in the branches than in the main trunk of the river. The fish spawn in the 
small rivers so late as the 1st February. The spents begin to run down at Mallow in 
March, and the Fry at the latter end of May, and in June. He never saw the Fry coming 
down in March. The fisheries up the river are now ten times less than they were 
formerly. 

* This witness was very deaf, and did not appear to understand the question to which he gave this reply. The 
question put referred to the time immediately preceding the Act ; whereas, in my opinion, he spoke of a far distant 
period — Reporter. 
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James Hendly, sworn. — Lives near Kilworth, and knows tlie Arraglin, the Function 
and the Blackwater, above Glandelane. Before the passing of the late Act there was no 
uniform run of fish above Glandelane until a late period of the year. Never saw what is 
balled a “ run of fish” until November. Is a fisherman, and frequently saw the Salmon 
spawn. The Funchion is a good spawning river ; but there are more fish killed in it than 
are allowed to spawn. The breeding fish go up that river about the 1st November. In 
1843 they went up earlier— on the 20th September— and they spawned earlier that year 
The usual time of spawning is December ; the great bulk spawn in the latter end of that 
month. This is also the case in the Blackwater. The red Peal spawn a great deal sooner 
than the heavy fish that come up after. The Peal, in the latter end of September, are 
red and black. They become reddish in the early part of September; their pea and milt 
are larger a great deal that in the Spring fish, and the vent is then very large. The 
spawning ceases in the Funchion in February ; and only an odd one spawns in that month 
The Peal are, most certainly, the young Sahnon, and are as good for breeding as the 
heavy fish. Saw heavy fish go up in November in the Funchion ; they were then greyish 
and clear under the gills. These fish spawn in December. If there' be frost they spawn 
sooner than in soft weather. The Fry first begin to run down in March ; he has seen an 
odd dwindled one in this river till May. He saw Fry, two ounces weight, in March and 
the latter end of February. The early Fry are the produce of the early spawning In 
1843, saw 300 spents at Mr. Corban's mill, in March, waiting for a flood This 
mill would be an advantage to the fish if they were protected there. The Fry return as 
Peal in two months after their descent. Big-bellied fish go up the Blackwater at the 
latter end of September. The spawning time is the same as in the Funchion- but it 
ceases later in the Blackwater. After spawning, the fish fall back into the deep water 
” hea fish first come up, they go mto the “ sharps.” A Slat is seldom found in the strong 
stream. He thinks the Fry come to perfection immediately after being spawned Is not 
of opinion that Gravelling are of the Salmon species. He supposes them 1 to be mules as 
they are never found with any thing except milt. Heard of experiments being made vdth 
^nf gS Ti? f Sa i mou ’ but he does ^ believe them. Mr. Shaw does not shake /£ 
faith. There has been a greater run of Spring fish since the passing of the Act than 
before. It was greater m 1843 than in 1844. In 1843 the Spnng fish ran up in great 
abundance at the close ^February, and in March. Before the late Act the fishery ibove 
Glandelane was of very little value. Fry would come down sooner if there were a passage 

W,?n« h tr e r^t T ^i Fe S“ 0:r ” eir , “ “ greater obstruction than the Glandelane wen- 
, ltness thinks that the Fry come down with sufficient facility over the Glandelane weir 
but thousands of spents are stopped there. e wen, 

‘’f up P et parl of “ tho neighbourhood 

of Kanturk, Is best acquainted with that part, as he has fiBhed it for many veare and 
Ob erved the habits of the fish there. The fish first spawn in the first weel ' o//ov™b“ 

» be saw a fish after spawning m the month of October: this Was in tbeAUa 
or Kanturk river. The great halt of the fish spawn in December- bnt thme^s TgTrt 
number just now on the scours. He thinks that this was also the case bSLe cJaS. 
hever saw spawning m the Kanturk later than January, but saw five fish spaw-nimr at the 
Blackwater bndge, two miles from Kanturk, on the l Tth March last 7eor P T. 
vmced that they were spawning. The small' fish ^Tbn* ».£ fiKara M 

s 

the fish till the middle of September; the vent then bMo7es w J tL dB, * lo r 1 r a 
spawn there mucli earlier than in the S Blackwater 1843 tbe ® c > and tbe ds}l 

they have snSTeded to T t 10aet l lm th ° Protection of the fisliery; and 
convictions last year for offences committed in ,£ oacbm |j:. They bad thirty-three 

saved some thousands of spawning fish W ti 6 J -™ e - Witness believes that they 

convictions the the ? extended : * the cases of 

instance only 7s. were imposed wberp -P70 • if*® 10 ! an ^. but a nominal fine ; in one 

conviction a'hLeXHSpteT SSSi'T ^* ed ' 11 ° f a “ c0 ” 4 
the Act was not sufficients string tS not find any of his prosecutions fail because 

received the co-operation of those 1 ^.^. S ab0Ve WOuld T rotect ** 

upper part of ^^macSS^^lSowr^b^^^’-fif 11 * 1 w b<3St ac< I u ainted. with- tbe 
opinions as to spawning migration ftp nVer fron ? Fenn °y to tbe source. His 

witness. The light fish spawn in thf tribSp?^' ^ th ° Se ex P ressed b 7 tlie last 
A greater number of fis/ spawned in 1843 S ’ ^ tb ® heavy ones tbe “ain river. 

P med m 1843 m previous year. He has fish at 
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L P f gteS ,l ° f “F orimeI ?- JIe *»* fc Gravelling of different sires out of the 
mer, noted down the number, and put them into a pond, which is supplied by a powerful 
S Wo *b kaS “ m ™ 1U01 ‘ 10 “ I"* ‘he river or sea. It was last Summer he put the 
iLes with Shaw Vwc“ n m ° f C0 ' ,rsc ’„J' rt s P e * »f the result of his espliment. 
riS i,, S ; t . Gravelhng eventually become Salmon Fry. Tailing the whole 
a" II n ie s <? Teral 'f™? o»»ne«ed with it, in an enlarged point of view, he would 
Wom» C e l0 f tT” f r “ m 1 tle lst Gotober to the 1st March. ‘Thinks the fshery may 
become eaily if the obstacles were removed; but in present eu-cumstances that is the 
seimon lie would fix. Witness feels that a uuiform season is most desirable. 

George Bennett Jackson, esq., sworn.— Knows the river between Fermoy and Lismore 
mffi weireat C? 3 " 7? the statements of the former witnesses. Is acquainted with the 
tw W? “ Glandelane. He frequently observed the fish make every effort to get over 
hwZm'the S b W n'rv 1 ! “ cce . ed - Iu Us opinion it is an insuperable obstruction. He 

“tv i “S?” 4 * sh “ d a T endeavour to come down over it, and not one of them cdnld 
r,,™- 1 * P° ss *hly escape by the wheel, but this is utterly impossible for 

™ “.to.phioed that if the spent fish come to the ed|e they are 
imashed to pieces. The mill-dam appears to have been considerably raised since the late 
Act I he water cannot pass over it now at all, except in very high floods. The snents 
are detained there so as to prevent their migration to the sea. there is another obstruction 
at fiermoy, but it is not so destructive to the fish. The weir is not so high as that at 
n7f d u ' T , ^ leG " a P olice sta tion lately established at Glandelane. The 
?hT77t C « M i Sp .° k ? n “I dradedly affect the migration of the fish. Is of ophiiou that from 
40 lst October would be a good period for the Open Season. Thinks the 
general interests would be best consulted by sucli a season. Thinks that an artificial time 
ot breeding has been induced by the obstructions ; and, if these were removed, the natural 
time would again be brought about. It was in April he saw the spent fish endeavouring 
to get down at Glandelane. He considers it desirable to let the spent fish down ; but then- 
value is small compared with the Spring fish that go up ; aud he therefore considers the 
letting up ot the latter of paramount importance. Before the late Act there were 
scarcely any fish in the upper part of the river in the Open Season. Heard that there 
were a great many fish m the river as far as Glandelane this year, but there were very few 
above it Witness heard that there were great quantities of fish at the mill-dam, and that 
they could not get over it ; but lie does not know this of liis own knowledge, as he was 
Irom home at the time. Heard that an attempt was made to make a passage over the 
weir ; but, a difference having arisen between Air. Briscoe and the engineer, the work was 
not proceeded with. He believed Mr. Briscoe objected that there was an alteration from 
the original plan proposed. Thinks that a grating at the lower end of the tail race would 
save the fish, and not injure the working power of the mill in any way. 

Mr. Foot said, that whatever season be fixed it should, according to all his convictions 
be a uniform one. 

Mr. Crol-er said, that he wanted good fish at any season. If they come early, so much 
the better. All he wanted was that they would come. If these obstructions could he 
removed, and that the fish would go up early, lie would be as anxious to have an early 
season as those below. His society agreed with the views which he expressed. 



Second Day — Cappoquin, County Waterford, Friday, November 29, 1844. 

The Blackwater. 

Patrick Foley, esq., sworn. Is one of the lessees of the weir and fishery of Lismore. 
It has been in his possession these twenty-one years ; and in that of his family between 
fifty and sixty years. He has had the sole direction and management of it for the last 
twenty-one years. He fishes from a little below Cappoquin to the weir, and fishes the 
weir also. The latter is about 520 yards iu length, including a smaU island. There are 
seven hutches or gaps in the weir, five of which are merely for the passage of water ; and 
the other two are fishing hutches: in each of the latter there are two passages, and one 
fishing chamber.. He fishes from the weir to Cappoquin, and below it, with draught nets. 
There are up rails in all the hutches, and they are very troublesome to open. It would 
require an immensity of trouble, in their present construction, to raise the grates for the 
purpose of observing the weekly Close Time. Knows, however, that it must he done ac- 
cording to the present Act ; hut he thinks that eighteen inches of vertical bars at the 
bottom would answer all purposes, for the observance of the weekly Close Time. There are 
three opens in four of the hutches, which are for the passage of water, and four in the 
other. The former Close Time was from the 10th December to the 14th February; this 
was the season commonly recognised, and it was continued up to the present year ; when 
they, for the first time, commenced to cease fishing on the 20th August. In former times, 
they used to have a good take of fish in February, hut the fisheries were decreasing up to 
the late Act ; and, since the Act passed, he has taken much less fish than he ever remem- 
bers before. He attributes this decrease to the weekly opening, the destruction of the 
fish, and the dryness of the season. He has observed the river very closely, and is of 
opinion, that the Fry which go down in March, April, and May, come back as Peal that 
year. He believes the Peal to be young Salmon : that the spent fish return in August and 
September ; and, that the greater the number which go down, the greater will be the 
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The Blackwater. 

December fish. 
Spawning. 

Migration. 



Destruction of fish. 

Angling. 

Suitable season. 
Best months. 

Obstructions and 
injuries. 

Gaffs and spears. 
Produce. 



Observance of the 
Law. 

Produce. 



quantity which, will afterwards return. Is of opinion that Spring fish are the Peal of the 
year before. The fish caught in December are in the best possible condition ; and are of 
a fine silvery colour. He has taken capital fish in December, January, and February. 
They do not catch so much new fish as old in December : the good fish of that month are 
richer, softer, and more oily, and having less curd than the fish of F ebruary and March. 
He has attended to the spawning of the fish in the Blackwater, and the Glen or Ownashee 
rivers. The fish do not go into the Glen rivers until December. The earliest spawning 
in the upper rivers is in November ; the great bulk spawn in December and January, and 
if there be frost all the fish are done spawning in February. There may be a solitary one 
spawning in March. The spawning is done in December and January, particularly if there 
be a frost. Some, but very few, Fry, go down in March ; the great bulk in April, and some 
in May. Witness never saw Fry in February. The spents come down in March, April, and 
May ; the great bulk in April. He has seen the spent fish detained at Glandelane weir. 
There is, now, no passage for Fry at his weir, except in the weekly Close Time. Formerly 
he had a spring net, through which the fish passed down, but could not pass up ; but in 
consequence of their taking the spents below him in large quantities, he discontinued the 
use of this net. If only one fish went down, it would be taken below by wicker nets, used 
for the purpose. He heard that seventy spents were taken at one time in an ebb weir 
below him in one tide, and sold to jolters. Since he discontinued the use of the purse net 
the old fish cannot go beyond his weir, except in time of floods. Tins net was up till 
within the last six years. When the old fish become numerous above, they are speared by 
unprincipled persons. The spents descend with the current. The weekly opening is cal- 
culated to do good as far as the spent fish are concerned. He never prevents any one 
from angling on the river, for angling can do no harm. There are several hundreds allowed 
to fish, even in the weirs. A fan- angler will not injure a spawning or spent fish ; but 
there are plenty of fellows to destroy them by burning and strokehauling. Thinks this 
practice arises from poverty, idleness, and agitation. Thinks that from the 14th February 
to the 10th September would be an excellent season for the' Blackwater, Suir, Nore, and 
Barrow. In 1844, he got more fish in February than he ever got before. March is some- 
times a good and sometimes a bad month. Before the late Act June and July yielded the 
greatest quantity of fish : there was a great falling off in August. He did not take as 
much fish from the 1st to the 10th December, as from the 1st to the 10th February. 
Previous to 1784, the weirs were never opened. The Glandelane Mills have injured the 
fisheries more than any other source of destruction. At Glandelane the fish are sometimes 
not more than half covered with water, and the fellows gaff them there with the greatest 
ease. There has been more illegal fishing above his weir since the Act than before. 
Recommends the total disuse of gaffs, spears, and strolcealls ; and considers a qualification 
clause absolutely necessary. There was no gap in his weir in 1784. The following return 
of the quantity of fish taken on the first fishing day of each season is correct : — 



New Salmon. 



1823, February 15, . .108 

1824, March 6, . . .161 

1S25, February 22, . .111 

1826, March 1, . . .184 

1827, February 26, . . 190 

1828, March 3, . . .143 

1829, February 18, .64 

1830, February 16, . . 101 

1831, February 18, . . 81 

1832, February 16, . . 69 

1833, February 28, . . 15 



Now Salmon. 



1834, February ’17, . . 74 

1835, February 16, . . 67 

1836, February 15, . . 46 

1837, February 16, . . 13 

1838, March i, . . .21 

1S39, February 18, . . 52 

1840, February 20, . . 72 

1841, February 16, . . 76 

1842, February 17, . . 41 

1843, February 17, . .145 

1844, February 14, . . 288 



The greatest run he ever had inFebruary was in 1844. The 288 Salmon weighed 2,31 1 lbs. 
gross. The weekly Close Time was strictly observed in 1843 : but the increase in 1844 
was not produced by that observance. He attributes it to the fact that the Scotch weirs 
were not in fishing order below. From 1823 to the passing of the late Act, the Close 
lime was not strictly observed. They used to catch in December the most delicious fish 
in the year. 



The following is the gross produce of his fishery, each year, since 1823 



1823, 


Salmon. 


Tons. 


cwts 


qvs. lbs. 




Salmon. 


Tons. 


cwts 


qrs 


lbs. 


6,086 


. 20 


6 


1 18 


1834, 


7,934 


. 23 


7 


2 


12 


1824, 


6,988 


• 19 


0 


0 2 


1835, 


9,379 


. 28 


10 


1 




1825, 


5,813 


. 16 


7 


1 24 


1836, 


4,792 


. 14 


17 


2 


23f 


1826, 


4,802 


. 15 


6 


0 9 


1837, 


8,501 


. 23 


11 


3 


13 


1827, 


5,819 


• 17 


13 


3 15 


1838, 


. 12,033 


. 33 


12 


1 


12i 


1828, 


7,592 


. 23 


17 


2 24 


1839, 


8,645 


.. 26 


1 


2 


15i 


1829, 


6,379 


• 19 


0 


0 13 


1840, 


8,259 


. 23 


17 


2 


6* 


1830, 


6,890 


. 20 


10 


2 9 


1841, 


6,904 


. 21 


6 


1 


7 


1831, 


6,978 


. 17 


17 


3 27i 


1842, 


7,590 


. 20 


19 

1 


0 


15£ 


1832, 


8,738 


. 29 


7 


3 2 


1843, 


6,913 


. 21 


0 


H 


1833, 


9,184 


. 25 


0 


0 25 


1844, 


4,248 


. 13 


15 


3 


2 o| 


During these twenty- 


one years 


they always 


fished in the same wav. 


This return 


includes 


an tne taxe. 


± ished in the tideway during these years, 


but not below Salter 


Bridge. 
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The following are the quantities of fish sold at home 



1823, 

1824, 
1S25, 
1826, 
1827, 
1S28, 
1329, 

1830, 

1831, 



Salmon. 
. 389 
. 488 
. 580 
. 677 
. 594 
. 849 
. 382 
. 490 
. 419 



Salmon. 

1832 ( 2,738 sold to jolters. j 
’ l 695 sold to gentlemen, i 
1833, I 

( 4i8 sold to gentlemen. 

1834 J 2,0 1 2 sold to jolters. 

’ l 397 sold to gentlemen. 

1835, . 456 

1836, . 303 



1837, 

183S, 

1839, 

1840, 

1841, 

1842, 

1843, 

1844, 



Salmon. 
. 302 
. 301 
. 334 
. 207 
. 170 
. 168 
. 198 
- 799 



He exports his own fish : he has a large flat which he inundates for the purpose of pro- 
curing ice. The following are the years in which he had a supply of ice, by tins means:— 



1822, December 28. 

1823, January 18 and 22. 

1824, January 17. 

1825, No ice. 

1826, January 13. 

1827, January 6. 

1828, No ice. 

1829, January 25, and Dec. 26. 



1830, February 5, and Dec. 28. 


1S30, 

1831, 

1832, 


■ No ice. 


1833, 

1834, 

1835, 


’atmary 9. 


1836, Jan. 13, and Dec. 23 to 31. 



1838, January 12 and 18. 

1839, February 2. 

1840, None. 

1841, January 7. 

1842, Januarr 6. 

1843, 1 x 

1844, J" 1 ' 



\ None. 



He has two ice houses, hut they do not hold a supply for the second year. He fished 
up to the last hour for the twenty-one years which he lias had the fishery, and sometimes 
kept the hutches shut during the entire year. There is an abundance of spawning ground 
below the weir to Salter Bridge. The tide comes up to within one mile of the weir. 
Witness does not believe in the doctrine that it is possible to overstock a river. In the 
spawning river which he has, he could not protect the fish, although it was near liis house 
and under the muzzles of his guns. There is fine spawning ground at Castle Richard and 
Fort william, hut he does not expect much from the Glen rivers, for the water in these 
rivers falls too low, and the scours are dried up before the fish come to maturity. The fish 
hang about in the tideway until the floods come, and then they run up. He fishes with 
nets in the tideway in the dry season. The present hutches injure the fish very much, and 
the mode of construction is very objectionable. The inside of them is lined with boards. 
A great number of Porpoises frequented this river when there was a great quantity of fish 
in it; hut he believes the Scotch weirs frightened them away, as they do not come into the 
river now. The average weight of the Blackwater fish was, in 1S23, 



lbs. 

March 9« each. 

March 28th, 9i „ 
April 21st, 104 „ 

May 13th, 10^ „ 

May 21st, 10^ oz. „ 

May 31st, 10£ oz. „ 

June 14th, 7f oz. „ 



lbs. 

June 27th, 64 each. 

July 7th, 64 „ 

July 18th, 6£oz. „ 

July 26th, 5U „ 

August 2nd, 54 „ 

August 16th, 6f „ 

August 29th, 7 „ 

Sept. 10th, 7f „ 



Peal. 



217 

300 

142 



Salmon. 

146 

74 

70 



The heaviest run of fish is generally in February; they are then from eight to twenty pounds 
weight. He considers February a better fishing month than March, but this depends on 
the temperature of the water. The Peal run in April, but he did not take them until May, 
for the small ones pass through his weir. A few years ago great quantity of Peal was 
taken at Glandelane. There has been a very poor run of Peal since the late Act. May is 
the first month he has caught them in any year. The greatest quantity of Peal is taken 
in June and July, and they are very large in September. They are found in greater 
quantities in September than the parent fish, and they have a small pea in that month. 
The pea begins to increase in the parent fish in September, and it is large in November • 
he has not seen any breeding fish go up in August. The left globe of the roe of every 
Salmon is larger than the right; and in his opinion the right and left globes contain 
distinct genders of fish. On the 17 fix September, 1824, lie took a fifteen pound female 
Salmon, the roe of which contained 10,260 eggs. On the 16th October, he took a ten and 
a half pound fish, the right globe of which contained 4,612 eggs, and the left, weig hin g 
fourteen ounces, 4,816 eggs. The price of the Salmon used to be 2d. per lb. Previous to 
1823, the produce of the weir was much larger than since. In 1816, before the Scotch 
weirs were erected, there were about forty tons of Salmon taken in the weir. The average 
price of fish sold at home is Ad. per pound ; 6 d. for Salmon, and 3d. for Peal. February, 
March, and April yield more money than May, June, and July. The expenses are a great 
deal more, and the prices less, in the latter months. The prices in England have reduced ; 
and he attributes this reduction to the importation of foreign fish, the increased facilities of 

K 
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Actks pix, H o. ii. transport, and to the fact of the CathoKcs being allowed to eat meat on Saturdays. The 
The Blackwatcr. market w now glutted, for the fish can be imported with such facility ; and besides 

they are now taking fish in several rivers, where the fisheries had been destroyed. Protect 

Protection. tion can most certainly improve the rivers ; and if there were a proper feeling between 

those in the upper and lower parts of the Blackwater, the neighbourhood could iTe supplied 
with Salmon at a very low price. His father used to give away, in presents, as much fish 
as is now taken altogether. No boat passed his weir for sixty years past. The London 
price of Salmon in February had been 2s. 6 d., it then came down to Is. 9 d., after to Is. 6d 
9 d., 6 d., and id. at the latter part of the year. He has no Eel fishery, but sees millions of 
The Luoge. Eel fry going up the river. The “ Luoge ” are the fry of the Eel, and are bred in the sea 

Eels. The Eel fry are taken in baskets-full above, and sold by the quart. There is an Eel weir 

on the Castletownroche river, but it is now useless. There are no means used in the 
estuary to take Eels. Thinks if the Eel fry were protected, they would return to the sea 
out • t0 8 P awil = and come back again large sized. There is a great abundance of white Trout in 

-r t S 16 ” ver ’ k ut *key are not now taken, in consequence of the size of the mesh. The white 

own out Trout fishery was never valuable. He has caught brown Trout with Sahnon Fry in their 

stomachs. They attend on the spawning fish at the beds, and devour the pea when it is 
deposited. He never got any Salmon Fry in the bellies of the white Trout. The fattest 
and softest fish are in December ; the hardest and firmest in February. The Close Season 
was not required to be observed till August, 1844, nor was it observed till then. Thinks 
ry ‘ lt; 18 an erroneous opinion that Fry do not come to maturity for two years after beinsr 

spawned. When the fish spawn in November, December, and January, the Fry the pro- 
duce of that spawning, will go down the following March, April, and May. Is of opinion 
Gravelling notwithstanding all that has been said by Shaw and Hogarth, that the Gravelling and the 

S- Salmon are a different species, and that the Gravelling will not become Salmon 

Sir Richard Keane denied the identity of the Gravelling and Salmon Fit. There was 
a iaU of forty feet on this river, above which no Salmon went, , and no Fry found : but the 
Gravelling were found there in all stages, from the Gravelling to the mountain Trout 
Mr. Foley, in continuation.-April the 18th, 1825, he killed a brown Trout, one and a 
half pounds weight, which had four Salmon Fry in its stomach. The fish deteriorate in 
value by stopping m the fresh water ; they become reddish in about a week. He does not 
hsh above Ins weir, nor are any nets drawn above it. Before the late Act there was no 
Weekly Close Time SS7 ^? ove ’ “ or Wlil , the fish ® r J there ever become of any commercial value. The 
’ wifif Close Time has decreased the quantity of fish taken at his weir. Thinks he is 
benefited by having the lower proprietors open their weirs ; but the fact of the fish goin<r 
up to him m the weeklyClose Time, depends upon the state of the wind. The moment 

Suitable Season. driver" Id the^U^anr/rt ^ Talrin g ™ consideration 

inenver and the estuary, and that which would lead to the increase of the fish he is of 
rnimoa that the best Open Season would be from the 12th February to the 1st October! 
w *" egm mthout mjury to the hsliery on the 1st February, in the tideway. The 

‘“Jl 0 . tie r ™‘T l“t dayfor <shing. The old Act gate 167 days of Close 
toTokfte rivewM i 78 ' , IIe 134 days, -ft® Close Season. proposed! sufficient 

mnimti XwS byT Acf ^ ^ “° d “*“ te degree. 124 days is the 



uays 1 L ° 11 * ® 10t s Act " ' Close Time as it ought to be. 

*&25"SS ‘ 0tt ‘° K»0.t„.*rl,«„Fel,„,- 

Saturday’s* Close Time, .Jo jS.turd.je.Clos. tog 1 ’ j SaS^'ciosi Time, ! « 



Total Close Time, 
Leaving for fishing, 



‘ !T otal . C1 ° se Time, . . .216 Total Close Time, , 
*___ j Leavin S for Fislung, . 149 Leaving for fishing, 



Lee a l so rait tie Sl *' Barrow, and 

haring a newly feled roe ,,!?! ’ ’ be J*?® 4 f , 8 P ent &h ° f twelve pounds weight, 

few fish to spawn in November GimS T 1 W r ° G a ^°‘ Witn . ess has known ver 7 
in November descend in +i * shoals ? f . F W come down m April. Fry spawned 

January spawn in May Thinks twt spa T! ne<i 111 December come down in April, and the 
bn, it ftnte TttST *" L ‘ 

The old fish cSse'to stak ® w . ei f 8 interfere with the breeding of the fish, 

tions. Sometimes thev hove be h * 8er , e ? 4o { A P r d hr May, unless detained by obstrac- 
nntil In data,6d by ““weirs at Glandelane and 7 Fermoy, 

coming up L September of ,t1w° n8 Tf® re “ 0Ted * ho L ™ ld ^ “retrievers” 
Glandelane ; the weir Sere ™ 18 «?** destruction of the «sh at 

live by gaffing the fish The hoi + + * " ea4 0 demoralized poachers at Araglyn, who 

Things tlurt the Spring Mh “ ^“‘. September, anf (Sober. 

return to the sea gg ^th^mS . toLTZ 7 T? I”™ 8 abmt ' and wotM 
ago U wicnout spawning. Ihey go up to get red of the sea lice, and return 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE COMMISSIONERS OF FISHERIES, IRELAND. 



67 



again to remove the maggots, which, in the river, form under the gills. The fisheries would Appendix, No. Il» 

he benefited if passes were made over the obstructions. In 1809, the Scotch weirs were 

first put up. The following are the expenses of his weir, from 1831 to 1839, inclusive. Tha Blackw ater. 





£ 


s. 


d. 


1832, 


626 


16 


4* 


1833, 


. 503 


6 


0 


1834, 


477 


16 


5 


1835, 


6S0 


9 


1 


1836, 


537 


0 


3£ 


1837, 


630 


13 


gi 


1S38, 


831 


19 


5 2 


1839, 


. 698 


6 


2 




|)4, 9S6 


7 


24 



£623 5 10£ 



This is the annual average expense of the Blackwater fishery for eight years. The great 
quantity of valuable timber, spikes, nails, and time, which are supplied by the Duke of 
Devonshire, are not included in the above. This return includes the expense of watching 
the weir, and the freight on the export of the fish. The actual expense of working the 
weir is about £400 per annum. 

Lower Stake Weirs — Blackwater. 

Mr. John Hodnet, sworn Is about twenty yeai-s a stake weir proprietor at Muckridge, 

near Youghal. The first weir, commencing from the sea, is a Scotch weir, below Youghal Lower stake weirs, 
bridge, belonging to Maurice Power; the second is another stake weir, belonging to 
Power's family ; and there are two Sprat weirs below these, near the Ferry Point, also 
belonging to the same family. The weirs lie thence in the following order : — A stake 
weir — Robert Ronayne and James Hynes. A Sprat weir also, east side — Thomas Dennihy. 

A stake net — John Hodnet ; this net is at Rencrew. A stake weir — the Widow Ronayne. 

Another at Templemiehael — Charles Ronayne. Another at Teinplemichael — Mr. Arm- 
strong. The next is Mr. Mangan’s. The next at Ballintray — a Sprat weir — Mr. Smith. 

Next, the Abbey weir, for Sprats and Herrings — Mr. Smith also. Next at Delughtane — 

Mr. Ronayne. Next, one belonging to Hurley,, and Sliney, partners. Two weirs at Clash 
more — Lord Huntingdon. Thomas Hodnet, one. Mr. Grotty, one, at Coolbank. John 
and Richard Doyle, one. Mr, Keily’s weir, held by Patrick Walsh. Edmond Cotter, one. 

Dower and Fitzgerald, one. Neile, one. Leahy, one. M‘ Carthy, one. Reynett, one. 

Keefes, one. An old one out of repair, belonging to Hickey. One at the mouth of the 
Bride, belonging to Richard Wild. One belonging to Mr. Usher. An old ebb head weir 
—Mr. Townsend Keily. Lord Stewart De Decies — an ebb weir. Sir Richard Musgrave 
— an ebb weir. The Sprat weirs might take Salmon, but very seldom. The Sprat weir Sprat weirs, 
has its mouth faced to the ebb tide. The entrance is not too small for Salmon, but the 
construction is not the same as that of a Salmon weir. The Sprat weirs take Herrings 
and Hake ; they also take Salmon Fry, but caution is taken to let them out again. It 
would not injure the value of the Sprat weirs to have them open in February, March, 

April, and May. There are no Sprats taken in those months, and then the Salmon Fry 

could go down. Some Sprats are taken in February. Leaving the Sprat weirs open in 

March, April, and May, would give sufficient protection to the Fry. Pays rent for his weir ; 

it is described in bis lease. Some wens are rent free. Most of them are held in right of 

land, and as appendages to the land, under the Stewart family. His weir is constructed of 

iron and lathing, but be is about to get nets. The weirs of a construction similar to bis do Construction of 

not answer well. Nets would be much better; and they could he taken off in the Close we ‘ r3- 

Time, so that there would he no destruction of fish. Witness is also in the Salmon trade, 

as a purchaser. March exceeds February in quantity of fish, but February is superior in Comparative supply. 

point of value. This is the case in the Youghal market. In some seasons there are more 

fish in February than in March, for the same number of days. Previous to the passing of 

the late Act, the weir owners never fished before the 12th February, but the cotmen did. 

Early in February they get prime silvery fish. The Spring fish continue running till May. 

The i nn of Peal commences in May ; there is an odd one in May, but the greatest run is Peal, 
in July. About the 10th June there is a slackage in the run of Spring fish. He cannot 
teR what quantity of fish he caught in a year. Mr. Ronayne’s and Mr. Smith’s weirs are 
the best. The spents come down in March and April ; an odd one only gets into his weir. Spents. 

There is a faffing off in the value of his weir since the bridge was built. Pays about £30 Kent - 
a year for his weir. He thinks the weirs should he assessed, for the protection of the 
fisheries. Purchases the produce of Mr. Smith’s weir, and others, hut has kept no account. 

Some of the weirs are worth about £150 a year, and others not worth £30, according to Value of weirs. 

their position. The erection of a large weir costs from £100 to £150 ; and the expense 

of fishing one, is about £12 or £14 for the season ; and repairs come to about £14 or £15 

more. • The expenses of working a head weir are less. There has been a great decrease in 

the run of fish in September. Heard that the fish which go up in October go up the farthest; 

they are not then heavy in pea. Gets 4 d. to 4 £d., in Bristol, for the September fish. Prices. 
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Ananu^o. II. He stopped fishing this year on the 21st August ; he had not good fishing from the 1st to 
The Blachwater. tbe 2 1st August. 1843 was a better season than last year. For the six or seven year* 
preceding the late Act, the fisheries were rather decreasing years 

neTer 0perate ^7 sooirmm speare, grapples, 

r T - he proprietors preserre the small tributaries rami™ 
Of* th? r c P 1 LBmore ’ tet “W do not send water-bailiffs to the upper part 

vea? Th? TIl f, S P“ te went up “l™* one mile and a half beyond Balliitrayhst 

year. There was then the greatest run he ever saw. The seines used for Sprats are net 
Ti,ne <C h f “S” 0 ”’ • “ are hauled too slowly. The cotmen used to observe no 

e lime, but there is scarcely one of them now violates the law in this resnect TWo 

eroAd CS^e ^ ^ ^ 

Tbehedr f f- 1, “ ? 0 ? tu I mat ‘°n — The leaders of the weirs extend beyond low water mark 

interests J ’ 16 ^ le6t Close Seas ™> “><1 would le quite sufficient for ali 

H 16 Bride and Ceoneen. 

as the lower ones. It reeSres 5ZTbl7rt PP « “ d r°? a not prod " ce as ”™* 

log is the gross amount 

lode. £ s . d. 3 » it. i i c . , o 



Protection. 



Observance of 
Close Time. 



Suitable season. 



Produce. 



1838. 

March, 

April, . 

May, . 

July,’ ‘. 

August, . * „ 
Sept, to 10th, 0 14 



s. d. 
2 10 0 
4 2 1 
3 18 10 
6 17 0 
3 0 1+ 



■£23 2 6+ 



1842. 

April . 

Way, . 

June, . 

July, . 
August, 

Sept, to 10th, 



3 11 10 
1 14 7 



4 0 
2 11 



W lb. 

Is. 2d. 

8 d. to Is. 2d. 

4 d. to 9 d. 

4 d. to 5flf. 

4d. 

, 4 o', to 5d. 

5 d. 



8 d. to Is. 6 d. 
9d. to 10d. 
3+rf. to 5 d. 
3+rf. to 4 d. 

3 id. to 5d. 



1843. 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July. 



August to 10th 
September, 4 17 



£ s. d. 
4 10 0 
1 14 2 
3 14 8} 
7 9 11 




£22 8 9i 



4(1. 



1844. 

February, . 4 
March, . 2 

Gross Amount, 

whole Season 

of 1844, £21 



•tyd. to 4d. 



10 d. to Is. 3d. 
8 d. to Is. 2d. 



Close Time has been obseSecTX ^ttenrivelv " dcc I eas %- T>» weekly 

not observed it. His weir is as trtLd no 7 +i 7 tb ° Weu " owners ; but *he cotmen have 
a pair cots is aLrfS) ™. ““te mi 1 7 “ ““ UPPe ' P “ “ f ** *"*■ outfit of 

cries of the^5t7rff7aS7'7emo7v of'« ? “t?®" 7 ’ “ nd illtereatei in the fish- 
the lower portion of the Blackwater onmaa-ih greater P art of the fish taken in 

the produce of Mr. Foley’s fishery Is aware esta ^ sliment - Does not purchase 
before the 12th of February Hphas nn^o^ fi^ w g b ®5 P ractised by the cotmen 
the law was clearly 1JMh of before 

ruary were very good. Spent fish lJS. h g ?° d £ f} m . Jamiai 7. and those of Feb- 
of course, rejected. There are others Jf” brought to hun m February, but they were, 
of opinion that the gross value of the fi JeriiwS? 6 i fiA & \J 0 ? ghal besides bim. He is 
of the several inodes of fishing from Oinnfimr^ 6 ! ower .® bckwater > taking the produce 
that it was at present £1,500 This ammmt nf 0W ?’ ls ._?T. er ^ 2 ,000. He would say 
the decrease to £1,500 to the weekly Close TimlwV. “ ,? aid f ° r fisb ’ He . attributes 
and the diminution in price He thinks that nit - + ^ be , decrease m the quantity of fish, 
increase the value of the fisheries The^vm-^ ^ 017 - h ? weeil y Close Tirae will greatly 
and 4d. for Summer fish ft kZhrU SKf? 18 ^ ^ ** lb ’ for 
m Youghal, before export. ThTpricL £ sLlmW 6nttte year > a “ d about *45 per ton 
su pply jn June and JiSy. The sunnfv fX ^™ ber v f7 ve ry much. There is a great 
prices nse. There is a considerabhfrun of fish in ’ c ? m P etit ion increases ; and the 
quantities taken in that month. The fisheries of thi« 1 3 - nver m October: he has seen great 
but an increase of supply will produce T 18 ” ver . ma J be increased considerably ; 
hsh as an article of food, the increase of the ° f P iTv * lookin g> however, upon the 

that the entire tributari^ anH^^^^ be a ^at advantage. Thinks 

fisheries really. tllC mam trunk sho " ld be protected, in order to benefit the 
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• ? e lr er PF°P rietors ™>uld be more benefited by having a free pas 
Sf matter th ° Be aboVe; aad s “ d *«*» takel greater interest 

TOA ^°,ff r ‘ B “ rr !/-— Does not think it an exaggeration to say that £8,000 worth of Sprats Snraic 

7onw- n if + w^ 16 adjaC , e f„ C0ast ’ and U P ^ river as far as Cooneen last year He is 
eormneed that there were £8,000 worth sold in Ton^hal J 

t ^ a i there were £25 ° "’orth of Sprats taken in Mr. Dennihy’s weir alone 

proprieSS p“. 6 “ Mei ge " tl8mm *» 4* «- W 

ob “ rTei that they we much gratified at the result of the inquiry ; and the 
fhe uSSfi pS ™ bSt,Vee " * lc peiSOns “ teMst « l fa ^ «>•**» on 

wr pTpSrafd s.^tSSLS’ ftm 6ntered tato lotween ths “ d 



No. 1 .— Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Reynett to Wal T. Mulvany, Esq. 



Cappoquin, Weir Cottage, November 30, 1844. 
r ?8 ues ^ 1 transmit what information I have been able to collect 
trl ^ ° S 178 dt; stlU - under a11 disadvantages I consider it may be very nearly 
men I know I am under T actlt ^, of Salmon taken each week, by each pair of cots containing four Produce, 
present allowed ^ 1 avera § e U at £1 > whict - the twenty-seven weeks at 

P. , r amouuts to £27 yearly for each pair of cots : said sura to be fairly divided into four 

to share ea uall v YZh"t bf, ° n f‘ fo “ rtll i the smallest lad capable of managing the cot being entitled 

!rnl ,S.lTZh e ,° ld c eSt „ h “ d - Of course some are more lucky than others ; as I have seen 



No. 1 — Letter from 
Mr. Nathaniel 
Reynett to Wm. T. 
Mulvany, esq. 



of cots, and nearly all the rest not meeting 
The length of the net when first made is 



one pair of cots taking fish after fish among oner thirty pai 

one. But I constder £1 n-ra* a fai, average for all. „« nr.t mane ,, 

ZTIJ-Z ea b b / e fl h t ' yeat ^- Seven feet > string at both ends, to gather the net at 

tbp rim ft i e u ba i®' t0 P revent *be Salmon from escaping when the fishermen by drawing in 
£ Zr b ( Y 6 Z°7 1 ? ng ‘ at each side ° f the the net to close. When in the wafer" 

St ht’J u + °T S i lde r° f ., Wh,Ch ™ USt Jraw alon ff the bottom of the river, has an open of about five 
wbn’lo Ve j a w“ S of 5°P e ( ma -de of horse-hair) at each end of the net, it is continued the 

ah t °P a nd bottom of the net. The cost of net and poles, including the cost of making, 

YlYZhZ \ u he cost ,? f , a S°° d P«r of cots with paddles, &c., £2 13 *. Within the two last 
years there has been very little fish taken during the Winter Close Season by the cot-men ; and lam 
iully convinced were that season m future not to commence until the 1st October, it would do more 
to induce them to protect the fishery than any other means whatever, and from all I have seen during 
ni* r.r,c!;Y 7°*” ex P en «nce, and the evidence given by all parties in Cappoquin, I am convinced that 
•Z P nii r JUr I C °k Ul n be , d { me by extending the Open Season to October, as it is in November 
and December the bulk of the spawning fish runs into the river. Should you wish it, I could let 
you a\ e very near the average value of Salmon taken in six or eight of the weirs near me ; and the 
owners own the river, can, if they choose, let you have the same with respect to the residue. With 
respect to the petition brought forward at Cappoquin to Lord Eliot, many of the weir owners do not 
concur in it. 1 tear my communication will prove more tedious than instructive, 



Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. 



And have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Nathaniel Reynett. 



No. 2. — Letter and Blackwater Return of C. J. Keays, Esq. No. 2 Letter and 

Blackwater Return 
Cork, 10th December. 1844. of c - J - Kea J», esq., 
Gentlemen, — At the other side, you have the promised Blackwater return. 

Mr. Foley of Lismorc stated that there were eighty pairs of cots on that river, it may be so ; but on Produce, 
my progress downwards from Cappoquin to Youghal, I ascertained that the maximum number used 
for fishing in the tideway for the past five years, is fifty pair, fifty nets, worked with two men in 
each cot. A few will take as much as £40 worth of Salmon each, during the season, and the gross 
earnings may be computed at £800 per annum; the great portion of which is sold to joulters, who 
retail in the interior, and to the agents of Waterford fish exporters. Taking into account the number 
or persons who are supported thereby, I do not know of a more interesting right of public fishing 
being exercised in any river in Ireland. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

, Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, esqrs., • C. J. Keays. 

Inspectors of Fisheries. 
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Appendix, No. II. 

The Blackwaler. 



Statement of the Number and Weight of Salmon purchased in Youghal, by Samuel Keays 
and Co., during the periods undermentioned. 



February Salmon. 

1842, . 276 

1843, . 231 

1S44, . 421* 



lbs. March Salmon. 

2,718 490 

2,296 394 

4,117 352f . 



lbs. April Salmon. lbs. r i 

4,713 845 . 7,156 " 

3,546 863 . 7,364 

3,103 603 . 5,127 

Christopher John Keats. 



No. 3. — Letter and 
Return of Thomas 
Ronayne, esq. 



No. 3. Letter and Return of Thomas Ronayne, Esq. 

Yougbal, February 8, 1845. 

Dear Sir, I send you tue promised information, which was not furnished to me by our clerk in 

Cork when I wrote for it, which will account to you for the delay. During the three years, Hodnett 
might have got about one-thinl each season of what we had. You will perceive the value of the 
lower fishery is much affected since the new law came to be observed, consequent on the Saturday’s 
slap, &c., the entire benefit of which, or nearly 60, the Lismore folk have. 

I remain, dear Sir, rery truly yours, 



Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. 



Thomas Ronayne. 



Information referred to in preceding Letter. 

Produce. An Abstract of tbe Monthly Receipt of Salmon received in the estab l i s h m ent of Messrs. 

Keays and Ronayne, Youghal. 







1842. 






1843. 






Salmon. 


lbs. Weight. 


Amount paid. 


No. of 
Salmon. 


lbs. Weight. 


Amount paid. 


February, . 


101 


807 


£ ff. d. 
51 7 10 


145 


1,140 


£ d. 

56 18 2 


March, . . 


159 


1,181 


79 6 3 


357 


2,802 


118 0 1 




250 


2,089 


115 1 11 


584 


4,835 


195 9 4 


May, . . 


543 


4,603 


169 1 2 


623 


5,135 


165 1 5 




5,235 


23,258 


463 4 1 


2,534 

3,693 


12,034 


215 1 3 




5,185 


25,142 


346 17 2 


1 8,376 


261 17 6 


August, . . 


2,735 


16,378 


231 7 4 


1,080 


6,479 


82 6 9 


September, . 


303 


2,151 


23 8 10 


807 


4,963 


64 5 10 


Total, . 


14,511 


Tons, cwts.qrs. lbs. 
33 15 0 9 


£1,479 14 7 


9,823 


Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs. 

24 17 0 0 


£1,159 0 4 



In both the above years the season commenced February 14th. 



1844. 




Salmon. 


lbs. Weight. 


Amount paid. 


February, . 
March, . . 
April, . . 

June, . . 

July, . . 

August, . . 


218 

304 

37S 

470 

2,711 

3,036 

386 


1,705 

2,338 

3,073 

3,592 

11,901 

14,429 

2,046 


£ s. d. 
73 13 3 
113 7 7 
117 15 11 
87 8 0 

218 14 4 

219 8 10 
29 6 7 


Total, . 


7,503 


Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs. 

17 18 3 24 


£859 14 6 



In the above year the season commenced February 12th. 



If 0i 4 second No. 4 . — Second Letter from Thomas Ronayne, Esq., to Wm. T. Mulvany, Esq. . 

Letter from Thomas 

Ronayne, esq., to YoughaH, February 21, 1845. 

Wm. T. Mulvany, Sir, — I have given you a return of Salmon purchased here for three years, and my opinion as to 

esq. Mr. Hodnett’s purchases. During same time some found its way to the Waterford Market, which 

I would estimate at £100 each season ; to which should he added the home consumption, and what is 

* Including 166 Salmon purchased between the 25th January and 12th February, 1844, in consequence of there 
being no Close Season provided for between 1st January and 12th February, 1844, in 5 and 6 Vic., cap. 106. 
fThe above Salmon were taken in the rivers Blackwater and Bride, in the tideway. 
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taken into the conntr^ by j mites in the Sommer, tvhen cheep, .o as to ™, at the quantity taken 
¥'°" L, . s “ re b I ™"' ”*■ *«■ tint reined by me, when at Cappoqnin to AooSAo 

£2,500 in former years, and about £1,500; and on farther consideration, I see no reason toite? 
the opinion then formed on the_ subject. However, the present value — £1,000, will be further 
reduced, m consequence of the wen- owners bein s obliged to obey the la. „ regards not entendb" 
the wings below low water mark. ° o 

. I remain, dear Sir. faithfully yours, 

Wm. T. Mulyany, esq. TnoitiS Roh.um. 



Evidence taken befcn-e William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Usqrs., at 
Waterford, Saturday, November 30, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry.— The Rivers Suir, Nore, and Barrow, and their Tributaries, 

AND ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING ON THE COAST BETWEEN BaLLYVOILE 

Head, County Waterford, and Hook Tower, County Wexford, together with 

the Fisheries on the Coast between these Points. 

The Nore. 

Major William Izod, sworn.— Is acquainted with the Nore from above Kilkenny to 
Imstioge, as an angler, about forty years, and has attended a good deal to the habits of the 
Salmon. Before the late Act there was good angling for Salmon in this river. There are 
now as many obstacles in it as formerly ; and the fisheries, of late, have been decidedly 
decreasing. Attributes this falling off to the obstructions which derange the migration of 
the fish, and to the destruction of the Salmon in the spawning season. There has been 
no protection of an efficient nature on the river. Two or three attempts were made to 
protect effectually, but without success. On one occasion the funds subscribed were lost 
in consequence of the failure of the Bank in which they were deposited. In these efforts 
at protection, they got no assistance from those fishing in the tideway and estuary. Before 
the late Act there was a nominal Close Time from the 29th September to about the 1st 
February, but it was not much attended to, for the people generally fished whenever they 
pleased. Since the Act, they have endeavoured to protect. This protection began in the 
winter of 1843. Keepers were then appointed ; a number of fish were saved, but a great 
many were destroyed. There is a great deal of spawning ground in this river, and several 
tributary streams well adapted for breeding, flow into it. There is one running from Kil- 
fane below Thomastown : there are also the Dinane, the Blackmill, the King’s River, the 
Jerpoint, and the Freshford Brook. In the latter river an immense number of fish were 
killed in the Close Season last year : it is very deep in several places, but very much 
exposed. The highest tributary of the Nore is the ErsMne, hut the Freshford Brook, a 
little below Freshford, is the highest with which he is acquainted. This river flows into 
the Nore a little below Kilkenny, and there are numerous obstacles on it. There are 
Queen’s shares in the fishing weirs, and he heard that the hutches were opened during the 
weekly Close Time. Does not know whether the free gaps are properly placed. The 
millers have lately been raising the height of their weirs. There are some mill weirs and 
obstructions on the. King’s river, over which the fish cannot pass freely. There was one at 
the mouth of the river that would stop any fish, but it has been removed latterly. There 
is one above the bridge of Thomastown, over which it would be exceedingly difficult for 
the fish to pass. Nothing has been done since the Act to remove these obstructions, which 
so much impede the free migration of the fish. The earliest time the fish commence to 
spawn in the Freshford is towards the middle of November ; the great hulk spawn in 
December and January, and the spawning is all over at the be ginnin g of Marr-h. Does 
not think there is any difference between die spawning time in the main river and in the 
tributaries. February is a decided spawning month. The spents come down in April, 
May, and June, and he has seen them so late as August. Has seen a good many in the 
river in that month. On more occasions than one he has let two or three spents go in a 
day in August. Attributes their having remained so long in the river to an insufficiency of 
water to enable them to pass the obstructions. The Fry are going down in numbers about 
May. 1843 was a good fishing year; hut in consequence of a want of water, this season 
has not been so. He did not fish much in 1843. In that year he caught a Spring fish 
about Patrick’s-day, at Kilkenny, and that was the first he heard of having been taken up 
to that time. Previous to the passing of the Act, April and May used to be the best 
months. The fish he caught in March were beautiful. Catches Peal in August : they are 
then of a brilliant colour, and have no development of pea or milt. The pea is developed 
towards the latter part of September. Every fish which he killed in August was a good 
one. The fish spawn between Thomastown and Inistioge at the latter end. of November, 
December, and January. The fish taken above Thomastown by the cots and weirs are sent 
forward to Dublin. Cot fishing is pm-sued a good length up the river : it is carried on at 
night, and is an efficient mode of fishing. Wherever there arc good pools the people will 
continue fishing while the season is open, and will kill as mauy fish as they possibly can. 
Is convinced that the fish have gone up the river during the weekly Close Time since the 
late Act. Thinks that a Close Season from the 1st October to the 1st March is best suited 



[Appendix, No. II. 
The Black water. 

No. 4 — Second 
Letter from Thomas 
Ronayne, esq., to 
Wm.T. Mulvany, esq. 



The Jh’cre. 

Decrease. 

Protection. 

Close Time before 
late Act. 

Protection. 
Tributary streams. 

The FreshfordBrooh-. 
Weirs. 

Obstructions. 

Spawning. 

Migration. 

Spents. 

Fry. 

Best months. 

Peal. 



Suitable season. 
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to this neighbourhood. This is also the feeling of the Kilkenny Fishery Association, as 
may be seen by the following copy of a resolution passed at one of their meetings to that 
effect : — 

At a meeting of the River Nore Fishery Association, held at the Kilkenny Court House, on Wed- 
nesday, November 4, 1844, Major Wm. Izod, of Chapel Izod, in the Chair. 

It was Resolved, — That from lengthened experience, and in consequence of every inquiry we have 
made, this meeting is decidedly of opinion that the Close Season for Salmon and Trout should be from 
1st October to 1st March, and that the time specified will answer for the rivers of the neighbourhood. 

Resolved, — That our Chairman, Major Izod, be requested to couvey to the Commissioners, at 
Waterford, this opinion of the meeting. 

M. Banin, Secretary. 

In forming this opinion of the most suitable Close Time, he is influenced by the consid- 
eration of what would tend to the general and most public advantage. By “ this neigh- 
bourhood" he means the Nore and its tributaries. Does not know what quantity of fish 
is taken in the estuary and tideway of the Suir and Nore. Would include February in 
the Close Time, because so many spawning fish are killed in that month. The spawning 
is not over in January. Latterly he caught so many black fish in February, that he gave 
up fishing altogether in that month. The Close Season has not been very well observed. 
There have been prosecutions for illegal fishing since the late Act, and the penalties were 
imposed judiciously, aud to the satisfaction of the public. At first, the offenders were let 
off very easily ; but in cases of repetition of offences, heavy penalties were inflicted. Is of 
opinion that the law is sufficient for the pul-poses for which it was framed, without the 
introduction of “ mi n i m um penalties.” The prosecutions were for the carrying out of the 
Close Season ; and the convictions obtained, were for the violation of the law in that 
respect. 

Edward Bryan, sworn. — Is a Water-bailiff and a fisherman, and has fished the Nore and 
its tributaries, for upwards of forty years. Is acquainted with this river, from Castledurrow 
to Inistioge. Witness has fished with the strokeall at night ; has used lights also ; and 
has had many opportunities of observing the fish on the spawning beds. Lights are used 
to a very great extent on this river. At two or three periods, a Close Season was observed 
in part, but not correctly. There was a small share of preservation about nine years ago ; 
but it was not till the winter of 1842, that anything approaching to proper protection was 
afforded. At one time, in 1S4 3, there were eighteen or nineteen water-bailiffs on the Nore, 
and its tributaries. They had the care of twenty-four miles of the Nore, and its tributa- 
ries, from Castledurrow to Inistioge. There was no protection above Castledurrow. The 
spawning fish, which enter the river early, endeavour to go up to the source. Knows 
the tributaries of the Nore. If there be a flood in the Nore the fish will not go up the 
Freshford ; but if the Freshford be flooded, they will go up with the floods. The Dinane 
is a wonderful spawning river : there are many pools in that river. He has seen the fish 
on the spawning beds there on the 23rd October; this was owing to the frosty weather, 
which induces them to go on the spawning beds soon. The harder the weather, the sooner 
the spawning takes place : the time of the spawning depends, therefore, on the weather : 
January is the principal spawning month. If there be early floods there will be an early 
ascent of spawning fish, and a proportionally early descent of Fry. January was the latest 
time he saw the fish on the spawning beds in the Dinane ; but he observed spawning in 
the mam river from the latter end of February to the 5th of March. The fish that have 
spawned in November go down past Kilkenny in December, and those that have spawned 
m January go down in the middle of February; hut this altogether depends upon the 
state of the water. If the season he dry, they remain in the mill pools waiting for the 
floods. He has seen twenty-four or twenty-five spents waiting at the back of a mill wheel 
for floods to carry them down. Any mill weir that has a waste gate gives a free passage 
to the spent fish: and, in general, the mill sluices have been opened to let them down. 
On the whole Nore, with two exceptions, one at Thomastown and the other at Green’s- 
bridge there are no weirs impassible at low water. An immense number of fish, not 
being able to get over these wen-s, are destroyed there : and this would not be the case if 
a passage were made over them, which he thinks could easily be effected. The spawning 
pits are made at the same time in the main river, and the tributaries. He never heard of 
the time at which the fish spawn in the tributaries above Durrow. On the 23rd March, 
1842 he seized a net fixed at the waste gate of a mill ; and on cutting off the purse, he 
found thirty Salmon Fry m it. The Salmon Fry take a fly at that time. They will go 
down in March if the weather is soft ; the great hulk go down towards the latter end of 
i i ““ w ; *°°» depends on the water. He has seen vast quantities going down about 
the 23rd of April, and the beginning of May. Once or twice, he heard of good fish being 
taken in February ; but, m general, there is no plenty of them up at Kilkenny until April. 
Ihe usual modes of fishing in the upper parts of the river are cross fishing, single fishing, 
and snap net fishing-. In 1843, there was ten times as much fish taken from Inistioge up, 
as there used to be before the late Act. This arose from the protection of the river ; the 
observance of the weekly Close Time ; and an alteration in the spur walls of the weirs, 
iffis last ms a had season, owing to the want of water. The greatest run of good fish 
is from the latter end of March to the middle of May. Peal ran this year, and 1843, in 
f. eat . est of Q them is ip July and August. There are very seldom any 
heaiy fish found in August September is one of the scarcest months until the latter end ; 
but October is a great month for the run of breeding fish. They have then no sea lice on 
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them, ami have a tinge of copper colour, The Peal in August are very bright • there arc 
no dart coloured ones ,n that month ; and the pea and milt are not obrervcable ; bn? even 
tree' iVVenfe “t ^ *T? h ™ 1 f r ’ are clmn S h 'S colour. The pea and milt arc getting 
' w P ^n b l ie a ” g |, ers and sna P net fishers catch the general body of the fish 
tji f n ' a “ V ' a * f 1 e ™ ,ts - f «"'. mat, and remain intheriver. A grea 
number of peraon, angle on the river ; there is no hindrance to angling, nor do anv dis- 
P koe “ to fishing. There are a few very poor Siglers who would 

h?? h.lt tm' 1 ' C °" ld l’ blt t }' eJ “'.Tf "'“t'heJ- Peal go up the principal part of Septem- 
se?m Pe?l Ti'f ““h™, 88 111 Jl ' n<! ai,cl % In 1843, olio snap net lolled twenty- 
volltdVi 1 1 ,Salinou ’ another seventeen. and so on to ten, in one day. 1843 was a verv 
^S! vn a /L a 2“ C o U i ld ™ ? . 11 su PP orfc llis fanii] y by snap net fishing. He knew one 
man to kill forty-three Salmon in one fishing, with a rod. The anglers are generally very 

SSTwST'h P lel<! ” wT i’ Eel S , Blories « ® 8 rirar i ta* tho Bailing was ve?y bad 
tins year. Ho has seen Eel Iry taken on one or two occasions. Tbore has been no 
8 P m ' waB< tbe fish itbirs lately. There is no weir entirely across 
Queert ga* IlllStl ° se ’ ° or “f {lom ^Moge hidgo to Kilkenny, that lias not a 

„i 8 8 m ™hcr of persons interested in the Sore had come a great distance, and tho hour 
XeXr It. " «”**** tha ‘ ™ ™ -djo-tmod ,o Tuesday, 



«??•’ sworn— Is secretary to the Suir Fishery Association, which 
has been established for the last seven years. During that time they have protected the 
nver from Golden, about nine miles above Cahir, to Carrick-on-Suir ; indeed he might say 
they protected from Ilolyeross ; and for two years there was some preservation above Holy- 
cross. They at first employed between twenty and thirty water-bailiffs ; but latterly, in 
consequence of the diminution of their funds, they had only eight or ten persons engaged 
in the preservation of the river. They received no contributions from proprietors of fisliery 
m the tideway, with the exception of £20 from the Marquess of Waterford: tins was 
before the passing of the late Act. At first they wore successful to a great extent, and he 
is satisfied that they protected a great quantity of breeding fish. The protection extended 
to the spent as well as tho breeding fish. As a proof of tho success of their efforts, he 
would state one fact : when the Open Season first commenced after the protection, there 
was an immense take of spent fish, which showed that they had been protected when 
spawning : besides, many persons resorted to those tributaries, where they never fished 
before, and destroyed great quantities of Slats. They had two good fishing seasons pre- 
vious to the passing of the Act; 1839 was particularly good. Witness does not tLink it 
requires three years before the fisheries are improved by the observance of the Close 
beason; for, the advantage derived from the protection of the spent fish is immediately 
felt, as they return recruited after a short interval. Was at first very sceptical as to the 
tiutb of Mr. bhaws statements, but lie is now perfectly convinced of then- accuracy. He 
.has read much upon the subject, and made experiments, and has seen the statements of 
bbaw fully borne out. Is of opinion that two years elapse between the time of depositing 
the spawn, and the maturity of the Salmon Fry. Is quite satisfied that the Gravelling are 
the young of the Salmon. As a proof: — immense quantities of Gravelling are taken in 
August, whereas the Trout fishing is then bad. The Gravelling take best in the hottest 
weather, and in the lowest water. On one occasion a person brought him thirteen dozen 
of Gravelling, and out of that number not one had pea, while many had large sized milt. 
The greatest quantities are taken in the Tar and Nire, where the Sabnon spawn in great 
abundance. In mountain streams, where it was known that Salmon did not spawn, although 
Trout arc found iu great quantities, there is no appearance whatever of Gravelling. Again: 
in the beginning of April, when tlie Gravelling are changing their coat, and when the Frv 
begm to take the fly, the most experienced fishermen arc "unable to distinguish between 
them. These were some of the reasons which led to his present conviction ; and he is now 
quite , ashamed of the confidence with which he had adhered to his former opinion. 
Shaw’s adjustment of the question of breeding, shows that tho fisheries must be greatly 
affected in rivers where poisoning is carried on ; and it also gives a most satisfactory 
explanation to those who were disappointed at not finding an increased run of Peal the 
year after careful protection was extended to the river ; such an increase could not take 
place within three years. There is a great difference in the sizes of tho Fry ; some are 
large and some small, according to their respective ages. The great migration of the Fry 
is in April : some also go down in May. After they have congregated, a few showers of 
ram will send them all down. The early spawn come to maturity sooner than the late. 
Whenever a fresh came, the people used to set the Eel nets, and catch the Fry in myriads. 

He heard a person state, that in about one born 1 he caught two box carts full of Fry 

15,000 or 20,000 ; while there are numbers of Eel weirs catching them at the same time. 
Considering such oircumstauces as this, he docs not think that there lias been yet sufficient 
protection to enable any one to judge of the effects of tho Act. Nothing has been done 
better calculated to benefit the fisheries than the giving the aid of the police towards pro- 
tection; but Hie assistance of that body will he quite insufficient without the employment 
of water-bailiffs also. There are a great many places in which there are no police stations. 

L 
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There can be no doubt but that it would be a profitable employment of money by those 
below, to pay water-bailiffs for the protection of the upper parts of the river. Immense 
benefits to the lower proprietors would result from such a course. He is thoroughly 
convinced that the law could never be effectually carried out, if the Close Season were not 
uniform. Seizing the fish, and preventing its being sold in the market towns, they found 
to he the greatest check to fishing out of season ; and this could never be done if there 
were different seasons for different rivers. Witness has paid great attention to the spawning 
of the Salmon ; and can speak most positively of the main trunk from Cahir to Newcastle, 
and of five miles of the Tar. He has, for days together, watched the process of spawning 
in the parts here mentioned. He never saw many spawning beds till November, and not 
so many then as in December and January. November is generally a wet month ; the fish 
can he then more easily seen, as the water clears, hut lie cannot say whether they spawn 
earlier than that month. Observes the fish spawning earlier in the tributaries than iu the 
main river. He never caught a fish in October that had spawned. Spawning does not 
take place in the Tar till the end of November, but the general spawning is in January and 
February. The part of the river he speaks of is about thirty miles from the tideway. 
There is not a great deal of spawning at, but there is a considerable quantity above, 
Thurles. There was a fish trap connected with the mill there, which used to kill con- 
siderable quantities of Salmon Fry. Since its removal, the proprietor assured him, that he 
was at a loss of £70 a year by not being allowed to fish it; it was a most ingenious- 
contrivance, and was particularly valuable as au Eel trap. The weirs at Clonmel are a very 
material obstacle, so are those at Cahir, but not to so great an extent. A free passage 
over these obstructions would equalize the migration of the fish. Lord Glengall laid out 
£90 in making a passage over the weirs at Clonmel, and money was lodged for further 
improvement. The time at which the spents go down, varies according to the time of 
spawning. Before any Close Season was observed, quantities of spents used to be killed in 
December and January ; they were then going down to the sea. The great bulk go down 
in January and February ; a great many in March, and some in June. The following is a 
list ot the Salmon taken with the rod, by himself and his brother, in the Itiver Soil - , near 
Cahir : — 



February, 

March, 

June, 

July, 

August, 



1839. 

Spent and unspawned. New. 



2 (28th) 



10 (Peal) 
12 (Peal) 



1840. 

Spent mid un spawned. 
February, . .13 

March, 6 

April, . . 4 

23 



New. 

1 (20th) 



February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 



Spent and unspawned. New. 



3 (26th & 27th) 



[ iu • 

. b e gm to rise to the fly at the close of March ; they migrate in April and May, and 
m dry seasons they are in the river in considerable numbers in Juno. They accumulate- 
above the mill at Ardfinnan, and he has seen 120 or 130 dozen killed there by boys, in a 
single day. On one occasion he went to see the sluice opened, and when it was raised, 
the nsn poured out in one stream. The free migration of Spents and Fry is affected by 
these obstacles ; but injustice to the millers he was hound to say, that they were quite 
willing to open the sluices whenever a largo quantity of Fry collected at the weirs. The-' 
Association, ot which he is Secretary, does not approve of the resolutions passed at the 
or Fishery meeting, at which the Knight of Glin presided. It was quite an assumption 
on or par , to state that the interest of the Munster fisheries were represented at that 
feuu "’ . 1 01e ’ aud Barrow, most important fisheries, were not represented 
r _, and he considers most of the propositions adopted at it, particularly the 
m ^ llei ' s > exceedingly objectionable. Witness does not think the 
ohst uctions to which he alluded are calculated to produce late spawning in that' 
hi - 110 r Sld . eraUe ^ antit y of spawning fish come up till November, and 
SwT I T at6 / f° cari 7 *em over these impediments. Knows the Cot 

bv them tIfm mUcil ^ tie . Close Sea son has been more than partially observed 
hrinI?L»T } ehruary there is a considerable number of good fish taken, and it 
month vfllnnMflT* U ° k P nCe ‘ 2s - P er pound is the price in February. That 
S aIL ^ -I couse( l u fce of the price; but there is four times more fish taken 
an 3 /i a P° und i then *>e equal to Is. in February. Thinks it 

. st °P, on .the 20th August. Has made inquiries concern- 
wishing to fish JfwSf °f 0 l mu . 011 tIiat the lower proprietors are in error in 
IT? W Z + i he ? kQ0W * he value of the ** fcen below, but they 
WcwIJ f- ?° .TO* th , at 18 caus - ed *7 thc destruction of numbers of 

? SS ril 1 - 'TV 3ll0W ? d t0 P ass lu “ n j ure d. would return very valuable 
Aduufcs tnat in decidm S the question of the Close Season, it is essential to know the 
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nssmUrfS *• <-F~f ~ *-= ■ 

M, Is not.™ of any change being pn„ZcS £ l£Z*. 

spawning. Thirty years ago there must havo W>n •. ,i„„ I” l- , •' n . - ea “) 

was a free flow, and no obstructions, and vet the quantity of trood tliere 

of that month. If he possessed the interests of the entire river 7 he tvoiddcSS.'p ' l“ 6 “ d 
and open September, talcing into consideration the ’„(■ ,V i c , February 

destroyed in February. In (fat month tL S Z ">, *•» is • 

even if all possible care were Ween, the spents canlot the ill ticre ?T i 

their stomach. The spents are in all parte of this river and do not confined g T 
the deep pools. Both the cock and female spents are tien TWd « * ■ ? emselres to 
ing the More, and that a great number of spS « g“g 1 

siders, is caused by obstructions: but February is the r ^ • , * -* lie con - 

not aware that there are rivers in which the ^ l In fo V decent. Is 

December. The opinions contained in the pnperprinted by his 4^^° %J er en ? of 
to be the opinions of the majority of the Society 1 The same orti'idZZ StlU CO , ntmuo 

they 5 ,d not wish to have the streams fished on a day wdhen thl^cSd'tot ' fjm n “ 

portion participate in the sport. As to himself, he did not think thatomwW X„ ,S 7 ' 
restricted m any manner except during the annual ('Wp Time 1 * i cin V , 1 ‘ )e 

interests of the poor of paramount importlco I±£^ e “if™ 4 
fisheiaes in the tideway, from Clonmel to Waterford and those inflm^e 

™ * ™f l >*«•* tafaM. <« >>»te all the cots marked and re|sterS’ ' a°Loat « *** ' 

ixidny are, but a still greater number have npitlipv i a .... ® 5 a great 

uppi part, from ClonLl to P 

each, and. from that down to the sea, the take 

included a great quantity of Ross fish. All this money was mid for fish £\ port , atl ° n : 
way; and yet not one jenny, except the J 2 “ 

lower propnetors towards protection. It is of visrtv coumoutea by tlie 

to the upper proprietors, that the fish should be. allowed to pL 1™“ 1° a 42 °nd SS 
a considerable trade was established at Clonmel by the sale of Salmon ,„L‘ f, S t 3 
in the fresh water. 

*“» *- f “^Foara, an 

to angling ; but Lord Do^oughZmTd 5 Slow Ctoss i$£ "KyS™ 1 
at present to fishing in the Open Season. Knows the Suit and Tm tcit woU™' aT”“ s I“™n s . 
heard of spawmng fish being Med in the Tar sooner than to the S * Ahra J s 
except a very odd fish, spawn in the Tar till the latter end of fa* fe*' 
spawning beds termed so soon as All Hallows. The fish are on the brnkSmp * • m t, 
but the great bulk spawn about Christmas. In the Suir and Were ™ * « 5 1 “ Dn ? ; 

February than to any other month. He wishes that February would Wlotod T™ * 1Ii S’* li “- 
an immense number of Spents would be Med in that month whfr , would if a ioweilT 
escape, return recruited. The earhest time lie sees Snents is aW tlS 1 « n t0 . 

October ; but they come in great numbers in February *tw„ „ « ° \ t t le ^ c i’ end ot 
March as in Febramy. Frfgo do™fat to AmT an,S 7 7 Sportte to 
Jane. When killing Ravelling foT bah in iCi, “w ' uM 40 u ? eSC0 “ 4 iu 

Witness fishes for Gravelling in July and August ’He killed L 1,0 S ^"’ 01 ' Fry. 

dozen of Gravelling between six and ten o'clock in the dav find an Gr ™ m " E - 

four dozen m a day m the Tar. The Noro is a m-pat • dI10tlie) . took twenty- 

are found there to the greatest quantities. There is <£ tirnef S^ianthv of ftTf* 
m the mountain rivers that there is in the Suir. Found last vem- • f G . eILu 1 ^ 

Tar in the month of February ; but only saw two SaSon on them nfw ^1,“ 

when the breach was made in the Clonmel wSJ St ten Sr°™' g ' RecoUects 

the lowest state of the water, they used to get Salmon hi the unner mrfpftl ^°- ’ and . 1 ? Clonmel weir ' 

river would be rid to ***». 

L 2 
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spear eight Salmon on the scours, the 2nd February, from the bridge of Ardfinnan. Never 
sa w a pea in the Gravelling, and lie has seen many thousand dozens of them taken; 
while a great many of them had milt. Catches Gravelling in April, along with Fry, and 
lie could hardly distinguish one from the other. 

James Hickey, sworn. — Is both a cot and rod lisherman, and fishes the weir at 
Coobiamuck with a drum net for Mr. 'Wall. Is not aware that it is contrary to law to fish 
any weir for Salmon with nets, or in any way except by bars and inscaleS. The weir has 
been improving for the last eighteen years ; it catches no fish except Salmon ; and cannot 
take them otherwise than coming up from the sea. Before the late Act he used to set his 
net at all times. He does not recollect getting in December a good fish hut one, nor in 
January hut one, and this was about twelve years ago. Keeps no account of the quantity 
of fish taken. Catches regular new fish in February — caught them last February — they were 
then as good as tho fish in May. Caught about six or eight in the whole month of 
February last year : but he was not able to fish at the latter end of the month. There are 
more good than unspanned fish caught in February. Did not catch many spawning 
fish in January and February. There is a run of Spring fish in February ; and then a 
great slackage in March. April and May are the best months for large Salmon. Twenty 
pounds is the greatest weight of their fish, and it is only a very rare one that is so 
heavy. The first run of Peal is in June ; they are then very small, not more than two or 
three pounds weight. The greatest run of them is from the latter end of Jiuie to 
August. They run in September also ; they are then large sized ; the pea is increasing 
but is still very small. Catehes very few red fish in August ; nor is there a great run 
of heavy fish in August and September. The gross quantity of good heavy fish taken 
in September is less than that taken in March. April and May are the best paying months. 
The spawning is over in February; the Spcnts come down in the first floods after. Has 
seen a good deal of spawning in the higher parts near Golden in that month. If there be 
early floods to carry the breeding fish up in September, they will spawn in November ; but 
the great bulk spawn in December and January. Witness knows of Fry being taken in 
Eel weirs. He set an Eel net on one occasion, in the month of April, and he caught the 
frill of it of Fry. There is a mill at Golden, at the weir of which, he has seen immense 
quantities of Fry waiting for the floods ; he has seen the people there taking them in 
baskets. Salmon spawn up as far as Tcmplemore ; they always prefer going up to the high 
parts ; aud spawn sooner there than below. They spawn in the Ahala in the latter end of 
November. Mr. Wall’s weir is not worth £40 a-year. Ho would consider himself very 
lucky by taking two or three Salmon in the weir of a morning. 



Second Day — Waterford, Monday, December 2, 1844. 

Thomas Tobin, sworn. — Is a fisherman at Passage ; is forty-two years of ago ; and has 
been engaged in fishing all his life. He fishes for Salmon with drift nets, and uses a three 
and a halt inch mesh in Spring, and one of two and a half inch for catching' Peal. They 
begin to fish for Salmon on the 1 st F ebruary ; this was mostly always the practice ; and 
at the latter end of May, or the beginning of June, for Peal. They drift from the Spit of 
Passage below the bar; they go down with the ebb, hang on to the nets during low water, 
and conic up again with the flood. They commence to drift at half ebb ; they mostly 
make one sweep ot the net coming up, but three or four going down. There are from 
fourteen to twenty boats, each with a train of nets out in the one tide. They all hang on 
at the Spit together. Tho first boat next the Spit shoots its nets ; and then, when it has 
passed down as far as Glenwater, the next boat shoots, so as to give each other room, and 
prevent their interfering. Sometimes they commence to haul at Artliurstown, and may 
occasionally get above the Spit, but they never practice hauling above Passage. The 
vessels are at anchor at Passage, and the nets would be torn to pieces there ; and if they 
went above Passage, the flood and ebb tides would foul the nets. People have hauled 
seines in the Passage dock, hut not in his recollection. He never used a seine, hut 
they have been used in that locality. There is not as good take in February as in 
March and April. A. train of nets, that is, a boat and crew, caught this season 
between seventy and eighty Salmon, not including Peal; and the season before, ISO 
Salmon. Their nets are about thirteen fathoms long, and eight feet deep ; there are four 
men m each boat, and each boat has two of these nets. This makes up “ a train of nets.” 
I he cost of each net — for making, ropes, corks, and leads, is 15s. ; and the cost of a boat, 
sails, and oars, £16 or £17. Some of his neighbours caught more, and some less, than the 
quantity already mentioned. February, 1843, was the best in any year for a long time, 
iho heavier the weather the better tho fishing ; there is, in fact, no use in going out on a 
fine day, because the fish do not then come up near the top of the water. They drift in 
from five and a half to thirteen fathoms of water ; they sometimes drift by moonlight, but 
never on dark nights. No disputes whatever take place between them. Two boats from 
Cheek I oint, and one from Ballyhack, drift along with them in the place ho mentioned 
betore. ihey never catch a spent fish at all, in any of their nets. April is the best month 
v year; m , 0St ™ oucy is made in that moutl1 - lt was his regular habit to stop on tho 
12th August ; but, in general, they fished right through. They began to stop on the 12th 
August alter the passing of the new Act. There were weirs below Passage before the late 
VT them werG P ufc u ? tbe } rear the Act was passed. Up to the time of the 

** ct » 110 < - ose Time waA observed by those who fished in the tideway and estuary ; and since 
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the Act, the Close Season has been observed by the boats, but not bv the weirs. The net i,, Prvr 
nshers stopped on the 12th August, but the weirs have fished on till the 1st September. 

I lie run of 1 eal fails m August, and during the Peal season they scarcely catch one 3'/« 
Salmon. The Peal at the commencement are from three to four pounds weight, and they 
afterwards run to ten pounds weight. The general weight of Salmon through the year is Peal ‘ 
irom seven to sixteen pounds. Gets as heavy fish in February and March as in anv other 
month m the year. Sells his fish in the Waterford market. Gets, in February, from' Is. Id. Prices, 
to 2s. 3d., and in March, Is. to Is. 8 <1. a pound. The prices are reduced in April and May, 

^ke fash come from Scotland into the London market. Sometimes tliev get as much 
as 10a. m May, but the general price is hi. and 8d. They get 4 d. and 3 id. for Peal, in 
June and July ; and in August and September the price conics down to 3d.’ There is less 
fash taken now than formerly by the boats. He caught very few Peal this year. The 
quantity of Peal that is taken is nothing at all equal to that of the Salmon, and the price 
is vastly inferior. The Peal do not pay for the nets ; for, during the Peal season, there is 
so much slime, and the water is so hot, that the nets do not last more than six weeks. 

I hey do not tar their nets. There are about thirty Sprat poles or weirs at passage ; about Sprat «•< 
six uew ones have been erected there within lids recollection. The nets on these poles 
have no inner pouch ; they are one single piece of netting all through ; and they are so 
set as to go oft the poles at high water. They go down to fish the Sprat weirs at half 
ebb, and fish them from three to three and a half hours of ebb. They never fish there on I’avoural 
the flood ; one person tried it at the shore of Ballyhack, but made no hand of it. The 
ebb is the best time, because then the tide is strongest. The height of springs is not 
good, because the tide is then too strong, and the fish take the bottom. He has fished the 
whole tide right through, even at the height of springs, hut there was no take. It requires 
a pretty strong tide to catch Sprats. When there is a great take of Sprats, a man holds 
the tail of the net, and lets the Sprats into the boat as if through a funnel ; and they 
continue going into the net at the same time. During his entire life lie caught only two 
Salmon in liis Sprat nets ; one was seven pounds, and the other twelve pounds weight. 

Cannot tell whether it was the head or the tail of these fish that was down in the hag. 

There lias been no take of Sprats at Passage these four or five years, and it was even then 
very trifling. As yet there has not been £5 worth taken by the whole of the nets. In a 
good take of Sprats, a single net would make £5 or £6 in a tide. Such a take occurred 
sixteen and twenty years ago, and that year the Sprats ran up as far as the glass house. In 
1843 the water outside the Hook was fairly alive with Sprats, but the southerly wind kept 
them out of the harbour. They watch the Sprats closely from Portally and Dunmorc, for 
the Sprat fishing is their only dependence. 

Edward Delany. William Ahern, and Maurice Kelly, Passage fishermen, all concurred 
in the evidence given by Tobin. The} r considered that the best Open Season for all Suitable 
parties would he from 1st February to Michaelmas day. The fishing season, from the 1st 
February to the 1st September was a very good one, and they would be well contented 
with that season. 



If fishing 



Richard Carroll, sworn — Lives at Moncohn; is a farmer, and fishes at intervals. When 
lie was a hoy he fished continually ; hut he then discontinued it, till within the last three 
years. Fishes with a snap or running net between two cots, with two men in each cot. s,m l> liet - 
They fish between Can-eel and Waterford ; aud there are about twenty pairs of cots at the 
landing place where they have their poles. The hemp of the net costs 7s. ; the ropes, 
which arc made of cow hair, 8s.; and a pair of cots, from £4 4s. to £4 10s. £5 10s. 
would cover all the expenses of outfit. The nets are four and a half fathoms in length, 
and about two fathoms in depth. They fish about half ebb, and with the tide ; they 
let down the net till it strikes the ground, and then they draw it along the bottom. 

The paddles are always going ; the nets are not corked ; and they can only fish on smooth 
ground. In 1842 and 1S43 each man’s share, during the fishing season, amounted to Produce. 

9s. a week, on an average. They used to commence fishing in February, and continued 

till September, except in odd times. The Close Season was observed in 1842; some Observance ofcioa- 

infringed it in 1843 ; this year it was better, hut not strictly observed. They made Season. 

scarcely 3s. a man, per week, this season ; it was, indeed, a very bad one. They fish both 

by day and night during the season, except in rough weather. They agree well among 

each other, and have no disputes. 

Philip Maguire, sworn — Lives at Lefauny ; and has been a fisherman and a net maker 
these twenty years. The running nets are four and a half fathoms long and two deep. Mode of fishing. 
There are two men in each cot ; one at the paddles, and one fishing with the two ropes in 
his hand ; they feel according as they go along, and haul in when the fish strike the net. 

They very seldom catch more than one Salmon at a time. They catch some spent fish in 
that way, but very few. He never used any nets hut what were described by last witness. 

His net often took about sixteen Salmon in a day, when the fish were plenty ; but he did Produce, 
not make £3 this year. He has made so much as £9 and £10 in the year. Before the Time of fishing, 
late Act they generally began fishing in March, and fished all the year round. Good Spring 
fish were caught in March. They used to catch good fish in January, with sea lice on 

them, hut never in December ; the fish in that month are heavy, on the seed. He would 
not catch more good fish in January than February. The good fish are going up in 
February; but they seldom fish then, in consequence of the coldness of the weather. He 
never caught a great deal of spents till March ; the great bulk of them are coming down 

then. They used to catch a very odd fish with large pea in February ; hut they did not Best month*, 
fish much in that month or in March. They catch most fish about Harvest : the seed is 
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ArpEsnu, No. II. 
The Suit. 

Number of nets anti 
boats. 

Gross export from 
"Waterford. 



Passage weir. 
Spring fish. 

den water weir. 

Spents. 

Best months. 



• Comparative take. 



Suitable season. 



not then large ; nor does it become so till All Hallows. The fish are very good at Michael- 
mas ; the pea is not then large ; and the number of good fish caught then is greater than 
that of the had. The Fry go down from March to May. They used to have a five inch 
mesh ; but he has used a two and a half inch mesh these ten years. There are about 200 
nets, 400 cots., aud S00 men, between Carrick-on-Suir and Waterford: half of these men have 
no land ; most of them are married, and they work at other labour during the Close Time. 

_ Thomas Hams, esq., sworn. — Has made out an account of the gross export of fish from 
Waterford, for the year 1844. He has checked it from the books kept in the Steam Packet 
Offices ; and having made certain inquiries from dealers, weir owners, and carriers, he 
considers the following as approximating to the gross quantity of fish exported from the 
Suir, Sore, and Barrow exclusivelv : — 



Hi lbs. 
9|„ 

9 „ 

' 9 : 

6 ., 
8 # „ 



1844. 




Salmon. 


lb. 


February, 




. 1,001 


11,464 


March, . 




960 


8,841 


April, . 




. 2,317 


20,873 


May, 




. 2,249 


23,471 


Juno, 




. 4, ISO 


24,351 


July, . 




. 7,682 


43,712 


August, . 




. 2,457 


18,934 






20,852 


151,646 



1 he great proportion of the fish caught in these rivers was exported : there was a good 
deal consumed at home, and a considerable quantity sent to Dublin, which is not included 
m the above statement. All the fish exported was, in the first instance, sent to Bristol. 

1 here is a remarkably fine description of fish taken in these rivers up to the 29th September. 
It was the practice of the Mayor to allow the scales to stand in the fish market till the 29th 
September, although the season closed on the 12th August : he was told by one Mayor that 
tins was done in consequence of the fish being so very good up to the 29th September. 

(xeorye Elliot, sworn.— -Is a fisherman at Passage : and has been fishing in this country 
these thirty-five years, He fished for one season in Lougli Foyle. Manages Mr. Coghlan’s 
fishenes ; and has now a weir of his own at Glenwater, in Wexford. Fished the Passage 
weir for twenty years ; it was put up in 1801. He undertook the management of it about 
thirty-five years ago About twenty years ago they used to commence fishing the Passage 
weir about the middle of February, and sometimes fished till December: but, at other 
times, they stopped earlier. It was mostly for Hake they fished so long, as the Salmon 
ivas then very little good. Spnng fish are the fish that spawned early, and came to 
strength soon : they are, undoubtedly, the fish that have spawned. Fish of 51b. weight 
f l f ; .i anC i v® 1 T GV SaW a S l ,ri,, S fish uuder ^ at weight. He has fished in 
h ? Cann0t f y S ether £t is tLe general opinion there, that the 

2 °ir are tto8 ® that had spawned. There was no Close Time observed twenty years 

3 t1 "T? * e QIo " wato ™ three years. The first year I,o began to fish it in May, 

T MA 7< T wf, ‘T 111 r , el ™T- Got nothing at all in February either yea r. 

tini/fLre “° 7 Y'n'e y 4? , Co S' bl “ n ’ a weir, which was put down at the same 
time, there was very slack fishing in February— not exceeding ten in a tide - it was not 

letftem T'SJT' *“* ‘ M Februmy L hc\Z“! 

after the-^hod f^ ents ^ eill S caught, again, m good condition, in about six weeks 

tb2i X o!?--S d d T n ’ , Angl i , 1S t r he best month in *»• Glenwater weir ; but he 
¥ S is only an ebb weir: his contract with his 
CMhktfa wei ,™ n ""A 6 flood - “” d A ”*™‘ “to the best months at 

ldlffin i Th T affects the tole : Then it is south-eSst, most fisii ore 

“ tied to w Z i" ShOr0 : 4116 “ <*• *** before ft o wind. He 

metft wen intm p!’ ! TOth T 8MC< ' SS ’ 14 ™ triad at Baginhim and Fetlrard : it did 
SentomW notwfs t ‘T pensive. Did not fish at Coghlan’s weir in 

f re m T ‘here at the latter end of August. He catches 

te is! ftetmltni SSn,* " 0 ‘ kr S e ’ k noticeable ; and thoughfte fish are good 
The fish in Senfemh. e { y® re . ear her. They are getting had every day in August, 

and “taSSt&K r c \ mfe1 ? 01 ' *? tllose “ ** 1 they are then advancing in pea. 
Beliefs' thereto ZeZ * .° baema £. them, as he was in the habit of curing the fish, 

ait now mot b at of T harbour and estuary than formerly. There 

tata witW SX re ft 1 r , ^ 5 tat 4 T d0 not “ie half the fish that might be 
rSS'tSdW hST 7 ™! “ T* for Breeding. Knows the use of the “ still net® but 
as the Passage weir* P To 0 It + 1 been 80 S 00 ^ 88 184S - Has a Sprat weir the same 

He hJ bSffishfcfit * lt 11 bl “ To lo ?« wing. It fishes on the ebb, and is netted, 
were primrift S t 7 T’ T d T« 4,1:11 time i4 4ook b »* Salmon. They 
TP rlsed 11 , did not catch more, as it is such a likely plai 
the 1st September to the'ritT 6 7 g6t T f? ba * tiej tmi out “S“n- Fishes it from 
four yea? The ri£5ni^Tf 7, o. imd - * d ” 04 mlke f 3 t>y it any season for the tat 
they get Herrhm and hS * 1 - Sp T We ' rs . al '° *2 father the fish in shoals into the bag : 
oftUrler aST d h H l k , ?1S ° m t* 1 ™ w “ rs - Ti > k nig into consitleration the stocking 

ss&sss mmmm 
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were properly protected. Caught more good than bad fish in February, bat world take off 
that mrth,m order to let the spent fish coming clown go into the sealed get mended 
M,clu,d JDoWim, esq., sworn -Is tenant to the Passage and Crook weirs these two 
jear,. In 1843 lie commenced to fish on the 8th February, and continued to the^st 
fn bmh weirs &1Ul “ 18 4 began ° n th ® lst Febmr J> and ended the 20tli August, Took 



1843. 

February 8th to 28th, 
August, 

1S44. 

February, 

August to 20th, 



ST OkL ^ 2, ‘ t0f 



126 

603 



1 !’n-I!u S ' I s ' t0 l 9, 5rf — Gross amount, <£88 4s. Sid. 
0 4,0(olbs. Os. 3 id. to Os. 4 d . — Gross value, £65 12.v. ’2d. 



TU n l’-Rfilk!' 7 S ' rj' t0 ls ‘ °f— Gross value, £72 17s. lid. 
334 0 l,/661bs. Os. 6d. to Os. A\d. — Value, £40 18s. Oil. 



In March, 1843, caught four or five spent fish, and in April twenty-five spents amon* 
much larger proportion of good. The prices were much hioW + i!; P ■ “° j? a 
seareity of fist ^et 2s. Ojf in FebruLf this year ApSl % 

hsh, and July and the begmmng of August the best time for Peal Ho first eaugh/pecd 
wiThieV 17 S °/“ w ” Al ? “? Ma ^ Ho ols “™ d «■** timefcWe onel tie 
Tood Si if ” 1 « S ° and k r ™ t,lc sra«l This year was not near so 

Tl,» hf. rf*' ? south-east wind is best for his weir: it kills on both fiood and ebb 
J?he best Open Season to bring the fisheries to their maximum value would he from the 
“S7 *? tio ™ ddle ” f September. He thinks enough of fish will go up afta™U 
to stock the raver. The pea is advancing in the fish in September. February is more 
valuable, as it brings the greater amount of money, but there is a greater quantity of fish 
caught m September. . Immense quantities of fish are caught in sSembeS *ee„S 
Ml of spawn, and weighing twenty-two and twenty-three pounds each. If the month of 
SZ7k beta ^^r d * VM ? °J September added, the greatest quantity of fish 
wdl he taken , hut in the latter end of September they are adyanced ill pea id milt 
Pchna— 111 ^ taken in September would he neai'iy four times as great .Jthat taken in 
1 ebruaiy. Knows nothing whatever of spawning or of the upper part of the river. The 
July S P ‘ 161 a ” m ° re adTanced m P<» in August, and more in August than 

Mr Pierce Cox, sworn.— Mies at Ardeen on the river Barrow. Alont the middle of 
August the Salmon change colour, but they are still good. In September the colour Inot 
so good, and the pea is increasing ; hut up to the middle of that month, the fish are very 
good, firm, and fit for use. Witness has a head weir. The gross quantity of fish caught 
S J ebraa 7.“ more valuable than that caught in September. He began to fish thflfth 
lebniary this year, hut used to commence before on the 1st. Catches a great number of 
spents in hebruary, and a few only in March. Part of his weir extend! about a p“ch 
‘ ha “ ° te S “ ^ ^ 

Mr. A. N. O'Nei II—Is proprietor of tho Woodstown and Knockboy weirs. Thinks the 

■S f if" ' ? ' r ° m tta IS ‘ " 12 * h Feb ™“? *° «» 20th or 29th September! 

ihe following returns are correct. 1 



Number of Salmon and Salmon Peal taken in the Woodstown Fishery 
1842 and 1844. 



i the years 



1842. 

First fish taken, March 30th, 
April, 

May, 

July,’ 

August, 

days. 



Salmon and Peal. 
1 

62 

46 

215 

533 

288 



divided by 191)1,145(6, average r 
1,146 



There were fift y-six fish taken on 
the 17th July, weight 223 lb., sold 
as 3d. per lb — amount, £2 15s. 9 d. 
The fish averaging about four pounds 
weight. 

nnber each day. 



June, 
July, . 
August, . 



l 1844, 884, divided by 191 days, gives an average number of 4 each day.. 
Knockboy Weirs. 



Salmon. 
. 255 
. 564 
. 314 

1,133 



1843. 

Salmon. 

February, 18, of which 4 were bad. 
June, 98 
July, 132 
August, 72 

320 



June, 

J uly, 

to 20th August, . 



319 

142 



In 1842 the wings or lenders were forty or fifty yards more extended than they now can 
be according to the new Act. 



Appendix, Xu. It . 
nTs-iir. 



Produce. 



Prices. 

Best months. 



Season best suited- 



Time of fishing. 
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Appekeix, So. II. Mem. — Effect of wind and weather upon fish may be lost by a change to a later season — 

r r~^\ now 12th February. 

From February 25th. to August 17th. 1844. 

February, 2 Salmon 

March, 15 „ 1,133 total for 3 months, 1842. 

April, 34 „ 566 „ „ 1844. 

May, 66 „ 253 „ „ 1820. 

June, 1 05 
July, 319 

l"th August, 142 ,, 

683 



Prices of Fish. 





18-20. 


1821. 


1322. 


1830. 


February, 


_ 


_ 


2.?. to I.?. 10(/. 


1 -v. Gd. to 2s. 3d. 


March, 





h-. 3d. to 8d. 


Is. 4 id. 


Iff. Ad. to l,v. 8r/. 


April, . 


— 


Iff. to (if/. 


lid. 


l.v. Ad. to Iff. Gd. 


May, . 


— 


biff, to 5ft. 


Iff. to 5d. 


Is. to Is. 2 d. 


June, . 





8d. to 6 d. 


5 fl. 


Gd. to 10f/. 


July, . 


— 


5d. (highest) 


4 d. to 3 if/. 


4 if/, to Gd. 


August, 


— 


5 d. (highest) 


3 ^d. to 'lid. 


Sid. to 6i d. 


September, . 


4 d. to Z&fad. 


— 


— 


5d. to 6 d. 


October, 


4 (/. to 3 Jr/. 




— 


— 



The Waterford Inquiry, after the evidence of Mr. O’Neill, was adjourned to the follow- 
ing day, at New ltoss. 



Produce. 



Season. 



No- 1.— List of the Number, Weight, and Price of Salmon caught by Mr. Michael Dobbyn, 
in his two Weirs at Passage and Crook, from the 20th to the 31st August, 1843, and 
from the 1st to the 12th February, 1844. 



Date. 


No. of Pish. 


Weight. 


Price 
per lh. 


Amount. 


1843. 




a. 


d. 


£ 




d. 


August 21, 


21 


136 


4 


0 , 


5 


4 


„ 22, 


2 


24 


4 


0 


8 


0 


„ 


15 (Peal) 


83 


31 


0 


11 


9J, 


„ 23, 


23 


150 


44 


2 


16 


34 


» 24, 


12 


85 


4 


1 


11 


in- 1 - 


„ — 


15 (Peal) 


124 


4 


2 


1 


4 


„ 25, 


19 


144 


44 


q 


14 


0 


» 28, 


16 


110 


44 


9 


1 




„30&31, 


9 


65 


4 


1 


4 


44 




132 


921 


— 


15 


13 


8 



Date. 


No. of Pish. 


Weight. 


Price 
per lb. 


Amount. 


1844. 




lb. 


ff. d. 


£ ff. d. 


Feb. 1, 


3 


38 


1 10 


3 9 8 




1 (Spent) 


— 





0 3 0 


„ 5, 


4 


31 


2 0 


3 2 0 


„ 6, 


5 


49 


1 10 


4 9 10 


,, 8. 


5 


47 


2 1 


4 17 11 


„ 9, 


3 


35 


1 8£ 


2 19 94 


n - 


1 (Spent) 


— 




0 2 6 


,, 11, 




15 


1 54 


l 1 3 




1 (Spent) 


— 


— 


0 0 6 


,, 12, 


3 


25 


0 64 


1 18 64 




28 


210 


- 


22 5 0 



No. 2. Memorial of the Fishermen of the River Barrow, to the Honorable the Commis- 
sioners of Inland Fisheries of Ireland. 

To the Honorable the Commissioners of Inland Fisheries of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Fishermen of the River Barrow most respectfully showetl), 

1 hat memorialists have met and consulted together on the best interest of the public and themselves, 
“ r , maturel 7 considering and comparing the seasons for the preservation of the Breeding of 
. almon, have come to the conclusion that the best part of the year to leave open for taking fish, is 
from the 1st of February to the 1st of September, because they found almost the entire taken in Sep- 
“ P^. and twenty to one, at least, more than in February; but the fishermen of Ross 
? th S t , lt 1S tL ® u ' Merest to leave September open, because they can make no progress 
on the tide water in February, from the cold and consequent scattering of the fish. 1 

intf res P®ctfully hope that your Honorable Board will take this serious matter 

’ f ° r tL .® P" bl “ ‘good* and leave the said time, from the 1st of February to the 1st 
r= b ,-° Pea ’ y ° U W1 1 thereb - Y f erve a great number of poor people, depending on the fishery for 
support, injure no one, and secure the best interests of the public. 

JETS? h . ave enter ed into a resolution, if their prayer be granted, to protect the breeding 
sneared’ wL* T? L ° cks and Mill-dams, and small rivers, at night, where vast numbers are 
speared, hitherto so destructive to the fishery. 

h T, y r honorable Board will not neglect the prosecution of the illegal 
9 h have 1 beetl the destruction of Salmon, and consequent scarcity of them 

support ’ £Uld haVC rUmed maBy a P° 01 ' fami, J that was depending on fishing for their 

And your Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed by Seventy-four Fishermen.) 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






THE COMMISIONERS OF FISHERIES, IRELAND. 



CFK ofX™, IndfiS 

To the Honorable the Comrmsionm of the Inland Fieherlet of Ireland. — 

The Memorial of the Fishermen «P+l, Q r> -v . ... 

That \y amn • i- * i , ' oi the Hirer IS ore most respectfully showeth. 

Breeding. Sd™| hare 3 0 ?T ” ^ •* ^ 

to be take., is f„„ „ le o/Felraorn to "e “ of^Xf ** * W <*• «* 

(Th„ Memorial cm™* in the same „rds as tbs preceding, and is signed bj 108 Fishermen.) 



The Erkin joins, at Durrow, 
» Grange Brook, 

5> Attana Brook, 

» Freshford Brook 



Ifo. 4.— The Tributaries of the Wore. 



j The Binane River, 

» Blackmill, Kilkenny, 
J » Hebron Brook, 
King’s River, 



The Jerpoint Brook, 

„ Columb-kill Brook, 

> Argula Brook, & many other 
Rivulets of minor importance. 



™ m.. ’ I “lets or minor importance, 

and D “ T “” Gr “S 6 Er °° lt ’ iiatTov-menn, Bwol,, Aeore Brook, 



BVn>E!,0E takm T - and J. Redmobb Barry, Bun., at 

jaew Ross, Tuesday, December 3, 1844. 

Ths Sum, More, axd B.ummv, m theip. Tributaries. 



The Barrow. 

would spare the nurseries for the fish if that ivn-t of tl- °fi ex P® ctu) g tllat those above 

ieuPoInf^ 

shoiRd adopt the most improved methods of taking fish. 1 ° * of fislmi S 

th-vt^ ° n tke , part of the cotmen - said, they were desirous of adontW 

ilii . 0 Dowd ohaevved, that seines were drawn on the River Carra, iu Kerry and it often 
happened that the last net was the most successful ^ and often 

Stephen Ryan, sworn. — Lives at Graiguenamanagh, about three miles above the ««,+ 

it ive? flotiTe 'ST'- ■ T ? e &st . loc ! 1 is at St - Mullins, to which the tideVws up but B ' m ' 
it never flows over the navigation wem there. Witness is a shoemaker and •> flA? 1 6 Snap net fishery. 

Sd a ^ net - «“?,"■ » -P ■«*. be^two 8 

d has done so since he was able to carry one. Fishes from Milford nTvnra t • ’ 

Bridge, to Ross ; fished several times about half a mile below Bagnalstown hut his confix 
fislung place is from Graiguenamanagh to St. Muffinl S fcf 

years m ^^(wp d f) 1 A month in the year, hut has not done so these three oT&5 Time of 

LrLJif e several persons who fish m his neighbourhood ; there is one comnanv of 
LeiVhlin ^/ ore "ge, and he heard that there were several crews of fishermen at 
Leighhn Bndge AU these fished with the snap net, and sometimes but not wSIn? 

the'nosp 6 ^'- 011 ® eason - Di(l not tn ow of any one being punished for foiling m oh 

er, there are shallows too, scarcely three feet deep, over which they fish ; theseare 

M 
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the places m which the fish spawn, hat he never saw the Salmon on tie pits. Does not 
know of any strokoalls or spears being used, bnt he heard that they were imde nse of 
ahont Gore's Bridge. The fish begin to make then beds in October, in the Barrow. _ Cot 
fishing is carried on at night, and he was out every mght that any one could go out ; in Ins 
opS 1m was out at light during half the Open Season Fish spawn m November, 
December and January. He has killed a spawning fish m February, but would kill twenty 
whitTfish Cone spent in that month. He killed a new fish on the 8th January, but does 
not usually fish in January. Catches very many m F ebruary, if the weathei be good, and 
only 1 kills L odd spent in that month. He fishes down with the stream, and Ms the fish 
immediately when they are bought into the boat, so that spent fish cannot escape m cot 
fishing, as they cannot wait to examine what are good and what otherwise. The great bulk 
of the speuts come down at the latter end of February ; they go down in floods, and are pot, 
therefore, seen in their- passage. He has caught them m March, when they ™“; d 
in the river hy obstructions. Never saw any in June, July, or August, but hilled some in 
May. The Peal first run up in June ; there may be an odd one in May , but the bulb are 
found in July. There are great quantities of large fish with them in June. The spents he 
killed in May were the fish that went very high up, and were detained above by want of 
water. There are very good fish, both Peal and Salmon, in August ; hut the weirs are very 
destructive to the fishery in that month. There is no pea or milt worth noticing in the 
August fish, nor is there any sign of it in February, March, and April. The pea is much 
' larger in September than in August— it is then developed ; but the fish are then very good 
for eating. He did not fish in October more than once in five years. He would scruple 
lolling spawning fish, and his neighbours very rarely destroy one. Fry first come down in 
April • aoes not think he saw them in March. Has seen them in June, when they could 
not get down in consequence of the obstructions, and their beads were then swollen, and 
they were getting blind. These obstructions are the mill and navigation weirs. There is 
no passage whatever in the mill weirs, and they are much more destructive than the others. 
He lias been thinking of the question of season, and is of opinion that the best Open 
Season would be from the 1st February to the 29th September ; this would lie the best 
for all the fisheries he knows, from Milford to Ross Bridge ; it would, in his opinion, be the 
best for catching most good and least bad, if the fish were preserved in the spawning beds. 
Is of opinion that the fish which go up before November, go to the highest parts ; and that 
it would be best not to let the fish go up till that month, because then they would spawn 
in the Barrow, where they could be best preserved, and not go to the brooks, where they 
are destroyed. His father told him that there was an abundance of fish in the river before 
the Scotch weirs were put up, and the navigation weirs were then erected. After the 
Scotch weirs were cut down, Hie fish came up in shoals. 

Edivard Deiahuntij, sworn. — Was water-bailiff on the Barrow for two years, 1836 and 
1837 ; and his district was from St. Mullins to Bagnalstown.- He lives at. Clohastlia, and 
fishes with a snap net. Agrees with the last witness as to the spawning time of the fish. 

• He frequently saw lights used in November. Never saw fish actually spawn, but thinks 
they do so in November, December, and January. He himself lolled a Slat fish on the 10th 
November. Thinks the fish spawn earlier in the Barrow than in the small streams. Has 
seen persons fish at the locks or navigation weirs. Nets were fastened on the upper- 
sluices, and the lower gates were shut. Salmon were caught in these nets, and Fry and 
Slat fish were killed regularly there. He saw Fry dead in the chambers, after they had 
dropped from the net. He has seen Fiy with the lock keepers, and prosecuted them, for 
taking Salmon at the locks. He went on one occasion to examine a lock, and the keeper? 
forced down the sluice for the purpose of breaking away the net. The net was taken up, 
and Salmon were found in it. This was at Ballyellin lock, near Gore’s Bridge, and .it 
occurred about nine or ten years ago. Witness prosecuted and convicted the keeper for that 
act. It is well known that Eel nets were constantly set in those locks ; and if an examination 
were made that night, he would venture to assert that some would be found. Ho saw the 
nets set on a lock within the last two years ; the lock he speaks of is at Ballinagrane, at 
this side of B orris. He did not go amongst any of the other locks. Most spent fish are 
killed in the latter end of April and May ; they always come along with the Fry, and that 
is the time the Fry come down. The Fry begin to go down at tbe latter end of March, 
and continue to July ; but he has not killed Fry so late as that himself. Does not know 
of any passage but one- haring been made since the late Act, and this was at Ballinagrane 
weir ; it is a pass straight down the face of the weir ; there were previously no waste gates 
in the mill dams, nor any passages for Fry, except under the wheel. There was another 
mill on the river, and he heard that a horse kish, with furze in it, used to be placed below 
tbe wheel, for tbe purpose of catching fish. He at one time found a drum net set on the 
Queen’s gap, in the navigation weir, at St. Mullins. 

John Eaton, sworn. — Is a water-bailiff on tbe Barrow, below Saint Mullins, and in the 
tideway; he also watches the Pouimounty river. Was in the habit of fishing till about 
thirty-five years ago, but stopped from that time until last season, when he commenced 
again. Heard the evidence of the last witness, hut differs from him so far as the Poul- 
jnormty river is concerned. He has seen the fish spawn there; they begin about the 1st 
December ; he often caught full fish -in March, hut the greatest quantity spawn in 
February; he has lolled: hundreds of them there in that month. The Pouimounty is a 
small stream, it flows into the Barrow below Saint Mullins, and is subject to floods, which 
rise suddenly. Witness has not killed any of the spawning fish these two years, nor are 
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they killed there now ; the small nets with which they used to ho taken, were given up to Appehdix, No. I i, 

him when he threatened the people who had them. It is since he became a water-bailiff 

that he did not kill the spawning fish. There was a head weir on the Poulmounty, which ^ ano '~- 

was a great obstruction ; there is a mill dam there also, in -which he made a gap several Obstruction, 
times, but it was built up again ; there is a waste gate convenient to the weir. Great 
numbers of fish spawn in the Poulmounty. He Las known one man to kill about 100 
breeding fish in it at one time. They generally stopped fishing on the 20th September, Fishing tine, 
but a few fished after that time. Thinks it would serve the public interests to close 
February. From the 17th March to 10th October would, in his opinion, be the best Open Suitable Season. 
Season. Otters destroy the fish in great quantities. 

Mr. Patrick Murray, sworn — He has been dealing in fish these twenty-five years ; and 
at Graiguenamanagh. Purchases fish from the people from St. Mullins to Bagnalstown, 
and has an account of the gross quantity purchased from, them for fifteen years : it is gene- 
rally the fish caught below St. Mullins that he gets, and he purchases both the good and 
the bad. Does not purchase any Salmon after the 29th June ; because being Peal, it is 
then too small to hear carriage to Dublin and Liverpool ; besides there is no value set upon 
Salmon in Dublin in July. The Ross is better than the Dublin price after June : the 
Dublin people do not consider them so strong or so good after that month. The water 
there gets low in June, and the Salmon cannot get up, so that it is only the fish that 
remain in the pools that are got in July. There are some very red fish caught in June, if 
the water he low. There are very few taken in August and September ; if the water he 
high in those months, those that taken are good ; but if low, they arc then foxy. The fish 
are advanced in pregnancy about the 1st September ; they are then very full of pea : the 
same is to be said of the fish at the latter end of August . In 1840 he gave £500, and in Value of fishery. 
1841 £400 solely for fish caught in the fresh water, from St. Mullins to Bagnalstown. 

1840 and 1841 were very good seasons. The following gross return of good and new Produce. 

Salmon bought in the month of February in the undermentioned years, is correct : — 



February. 


Salmon. 


lbs. 






1839, 


30 


240 






1840, 


23 


203 


about 10c?. 


pe»ll 


1841, 


95 


793 




1842, 


21 


1S7 


14c?. 


do. 


1843, 

1S44, 


41 


577 

413 


about 10c?. 


do. 



There are more good than had fish in February. He gets a few spents in March. Had 
a Scotch weir at Duncannon, for ten years, up to 1S36. It then made about £150 a year, 
blear of expense ; but it was more valuable then than now. The Passage and Scotch weirs 
were not up in 1839, 1840, and 1841. If the weather were bad in February and March, 
they would get very little fish. He never fished the weir till the middle of March, because 
the place where it is situate is much exposed. There was but the name of protection on Protection, 
the Barrow till within the last two years ; there was no payment given to the bailiffs. 

They do not fish generally in the latter part of the year : in fact they can neither fish nor 

poach in the part he speaks of, in consequence of the floods. From the 1st February to Suitable season. 

the 1st September would be the best Open Season for the general good ; and a sufficient 

number of fish would go up after the 1st September to stock the river. Does not buy the 

fish after June, because he could not make money of them in Dublin. One Salmon caught 

in February is more valuable tbau five in the latter part of the season. Calls the spawned, 

and fish about to spawn, all bad. Gets, in Dublin, 2s. and sometimes Is. id. a pound. Prices. 

The Waterford is sometimes better than the Dublin market. He has not taken bad fish 

these two years, nor will he in future ; his contract is now for the good fish only. Does 

not ice his fish — sends them all by coach. Attributes his getting more fish in 1842 and 

1843 to protection and the state of the weather ; and if tlie protection were extended, and Advantage of pro- 

passes made over the weirs, he would get a great deal more in February. Is quite con- tection. 

vinced that there are more bad fish taken in September than February; and if February 



be severe they cannot fish at all. 

Stephen Mathews, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and lives at Ballyogan, county Kilkenny ; has 
been fishing since he was able to do any thing, and he is now about thirty years of age. 

He has been cot-fishing these ten years ; and when the weather is good he fishes every 

month ; has fished at Christmas and Hollantide. There are a great number of cots between Fishing time. 

St. Mullins and the mouth of the Barrow ; he thinks the people are afraid to fish in the 

Close Season, but they certainly would if they could. He sometimes fishes till about ten 

o’clock in the morning. He got two new fisli in January last lear. February is tbe best 

month in the year, if tbe weather be good; but if there be one day’s rain they cannot fish 

for a fortnight after, because the fish then go up to the surface of the water and scatter 

about. The Peal come up in July — there maybe a chance one in May; but July is tlie Penl. 

best month for them. There is a greater quantity of fish caught in that month ; hut the 

price is very different from what it is earlier. Fishes above the weir at St. Mullins, and 

there is no hinderance to any one fishing from St. Mullins to the sea. The fishery of the 

Barrow is open to the public. They get more bright than foxy fish in August ; he would, 

however, sometimes take four or five foxy fish and none bright in that month. The fish 

that come up early — say in June and July — turn foxy from being in the river. There are 

very few foxy in the tideway in August. Thinks that the present law is the best ; and that Season. 

whatever gentleman made it he ought to go on making laws, for it would be bal’d to better 
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Season. 



Produce. 



it. Thinks if they stopped on the 20th August there would he a greater number of 
spawning fish going up the Barrow, to stock it, and also that they would spawn earlier. 

Michael Murphy, sworn — Is a fisherman ; knows Iuistioge ; and fishes with a snap net. 
Has no account of the quantity caught by him in the season. Always found February as 
productive as any other month ; but if high water came it was a prevention to their mode 
of fishiug. August and September were bad months in late years, but they were very 
good formerly. Both February and September were better in former tunes, and he attri- 
butes all this to the Scotch weirs. February this last year and the year before was better 
than September ; they got more fish and more money for it in the former month. He got 
16d. a pound for his fish in February last, and from 3d. to 4 d. in September. Thinks the 
best Open Season would be from the 1st February to the 12th August. Thinks it better 
to stop on the 12th rather than the 20th of August, because then more fish would go up 
the river. He does not think that there are any impediments on any of the rivers of this 
locality, to prevent the fish from going up. 

John Hunt, sworn. — Lives at Inistioge, and is a dealer in fish; was in the habit, till 
lately, of buying both good and bad fish. There are two others purchasing at Inistioge 
besides himself. Has an account of all the good fish bought by him in the months of Feb- 
ruary and March for the last four yeai-s. He has bought no bad fish these last two years. 
Mr. Tighe’s fish are included in the following return, which is correct : — 



Value of fishery. 



Salmon. lbs. 

1841, February, 29 392 

1842, „ 20 190 

1843, „ 73 690 

1844, „ 22 226 

144 



Salmon. 

1841, March, 68 

1842, „ 88 

1843, „ 111 

1844, „ 88 



707 

825 

932 

478 



Total, 144 1,498 | Total, 355 2,942 ' 

About one-third of tins fish was purchased at Inistioge. There is very little fish to be 
had in September from this locality. 

James Kavenarjh, produced on the part of the Ross fishermen, sworn.— Lives at New 
Loss, and is a water-bailiff and snap-net fisherman. He got £25 for the fish which he and 
his three partners caught last year; and they fished from the 20th February to the 29th 
September. Caught more, by £5 worth, in the year 1843. There are, from Inistioge to 
Ross, and below Ross, 300 pairs of cots, and 1,200 men engaged in the snap net 
fishing. He thinks that they could fish in February as well as those in the higher 
parts. The snap net is hauled along the bottom of the river, although he is per- 
the Sal “°" S0!T l etiraes run »ear the surface. Allowing a sufficient 
“ the to go up, the best Open Season would be from the 1st March to the 29th 
beptembei. this is not exactly the general opinion of those with whom he has conversed 
and ne was a good deal m communication with the men who own the three hundred cots! 
home give their opnnon according to their private interests, but the majority would wish 
“* M “ rel *° m eatehes go'ccl KS 

flii 1 seen spent fish caught m that month, and a good many of them. 
The spent fish cannot be well allowed to escape when once taken. He woukl not catch 
SepZL£^S>- Septe !? W ^t more in the latter end of 

S more « S1 , nm u g ’ T l more i n , an y P art of that month than in August. They 

eaten more fish in September than in February. He does not agree with the other 
witnesses, that the greatest quantity of large trood fish cm™ «n in i 



.. “• ^pwiuutr wian m re binary. He does not agree with the other 

' *1*^ f ? tes * «Tf t 3 r ° f ] fs e soil fish come op in June ; the good heavy 

Zt in iJ wT and "Sf tl,e ? eal - Tlle -y «toh fish heavy in pea in OotohZ 
tnax up to February. The o-ent.lpmAn -ninl-lo „„„„ m . , 



Former abundance. 



2 fi™. 2, "“"L ’ ST “““ “5, er tno t ea1 ' The ? ealch fiBh pea in October^ 

bein rniekle f T 7 ' c “f gBn , tlemon P fckl o very best fish, Jnd they do no 
jfr aS Se r, te il f0r alw ‘W B wait tm th e « gets cheap. 1 

thLen SXrideZT 4 Hl ?* .i 4 was unnecessary to examine arry other of the ootmen, as 
sH p ™ srmdai' to that given by tl,e witness Kavenaglr. 

Mr 1 atnek Magee sworn— Has been interested in the fisheriesfsince 1834 and was 

* 1840 to SoofeiyFrflS^L*rf™ 

established in 1843 t° n tfae.eentposed of both gentlemen and fishermen, and was 
what they l id btm “ , w f e “ $ at a very low ebb, compared with 

money amonsst thT ^ ^! 0re ' ^ 'ommenced their efforts by collecting 

weir/ and lev “ d . a f helmen : for a 'e purpose of prosecuting the Scotch 

Waterford p/vious ^ : '“ "^'““g oonvictions against them, both in Wexford and 
abundant- but fa S ^ f h ° Se we “' s> m 1809 01 lsl °- tie fishery was very 
There were not then A n aaGU -' f : commenced, it was reduced to the lowest ebb, 

increased, the cotmeu L* ™ - 1840 ’ ® sher y dail y improved. As the fishery 
engaged in snap net fisbino- mf® 8111 ’ ia 1840 there were about one thousand men 
tlie Scotch weira but in ?R4<w! Sma ? W61r ° W , uers P revi ously assisted in prosecuting 
and in consequence of cotmen cut down one of the weirs of their friends, 

lucrative in 1839 and lfidfi ' rr„ e Be P arat ed bimself from them. The fishery was very 
to Annace below Ross The S*?* ° f ^oge and St. Mulli/s 

sionally, for they were alwavq +w, no * U P Ruling these good years except occa- 

up to this year which was a fl 0 i • ownw hen P u * U P* He thinks the fishery was good 
weirs having been erected this vesT^ TV 801 * ’ an< ^ 16 at * ri ^ utes His falling off to the 
believes that the drought also prevented tb^fisW 8011 was . al80 rema rkably dry, and he 
^ P ievented fish from running up. There are about 300 
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tiae nvei from Ross to Thomastown anti Gmiguenamana-vh Onn man 4 ?a in Number of cot 

state oi the fish m the upper rivers in the month of September. lie has a return of the 

30tt > Smch Sl SP° S ° d &r “H “ tte fch louse> Sew Ross ’ fmm *'“ 8th February to the 
30th March. The grogs number was 425; of that quantity, SCTentT-six were had and p 
the remaimng 349 good fch. The following is a correct return 7— 4 Pred “"' 



State of the Salmon Fishery in the Barrow and Nore, 1844. 



2 Very ba<l fisli, . 

2 Spent cocks, 1 unclean lien, 

1 Hen, unclean, but spent, . 
None appeared from sea, 

1 Large bad fish, sold at id. per lb. 

good. Is. 2d., . 

2 Large Salmon, very bad, . 

1 Bad, a stormy day, . 

3 From sea, price Is. id. per lb., 

1 Not very bad, 

2 Very bad and large, . 

1 Not fit for use, . 

The good sold at Is. a d. per lb., . 

, 2 From sea, 

2 Very bad, 

1 Ditto, . 

1 2 Ditto, 

3 Ditto, 

1 Ditto, 



1 I 1 Ditto, 

2 j 2 Ditto, 
4 | 2 Ditto, 



4 15 

in 



I 3 Bad, . 

I 1 Not fit for u 
i 2 Very bad, 

1 Ditto, 

I 2 Ditto, 

1 Ditto, 

1 Ditto, 

1 Not bad, but slack 

1 Spent cock, 

Good fish, 

2 Bad, . 

1 Large bad fish, 

I Not very bad, 

1 Very bad, . 

2 Bad, . 

2 Very bad, . 

1 Ditto, . 

1 Middling, . 

Very good, fmm sea, 
Ditto, . 

1 Bad, . 

1 Ditto, 



13 2 15 
10, 3, 13 
loj 2' IT 



The Salmon fishing up to this, m ray opinion, is one-half less than wliat it was last year This 
iishery is visibly decreasing since the Scotch weirs were erected, and will go down more rapidly than 
before, in consequence of the new weirs being more extensive and more numerous. 

I here is little or no care taken of this fishery or the rivers Barrow and Nore, the water-bailiffs not 
being paid. April month s fish nearly doubled : an odd bad fish taken. May’s fish pro-wessino- in 
same proportion as April. June mouth — fish still increase in numbers. July month was not near so 
good as the same month in the previous year ; the fishermen complained of their not getting the fish 
August — fish scarce and m good condition. 



1 Spent cock, 

Very prime, . 

1 Hen fish, heavy, 

Good, from the sea, 

2 Heavy liens. 

All good. 

Ditto, . . . • 

2 Heavy ; saw 1 open, though a 
large fish, the quantity of pea 
was small, .... 

2 Spent cocks 

1 Spent cock, .... 

Most of them covered with sea lice, 



1 Hen, heavy, 

1 Ditto, and spent cock, 
Good fish, 

GoodT 7 ’ 

Ditto, .... 



14j 1 



Sept. 



1 Heavy, 

j 2 Slauuny coeks, . 
j 1 Heavy lien, 

Good from the sea, 

■ 1 Heavy hen, 

| 2 Cocks, spent, 
i 1 Spent cock, 

1 Heavy hen, but ir 

condition, 

2 Spent cooks, 

3 Fish, very bad, . 

Spent fish and cocks, 

2 Very bad fish, . 

1 Spent cock, and 1 spent hen, 

2 Very bad fish, . 

4 Ditto, . . 

1 Stock ditto and 4 large fish, 

3 Good fish, .... 



From the 8th February to 30th March, there were 
From 20th August to 28th September, 



Good. 

349 

336 



Total. 

425 

380 
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Letter from 
Henry Campion, esq 
to W. T. Mulvany, 
and J. R. Barry, 



Mesh. 



The Owenavarra. 



Directed the -water-bailiffs to put up notices to stop fishing on the 28th September. 

October 3 rd. There are some of the cotmen fishing up the rivers Barrow and Nore, and bring 
the fish in ba^s to town and sell them privately. Some of the flood and ebb weirs are also fishing. 

There should be particular care taken not to give licences to any weir to kill Sprats ; they must 
and do kill Salmon when fishing with Sprat nets. Sprats are generally taken by boats and nets in 
the harbour’s mouth. _ • • . 

The breedino* rivers flowing into the Barrow and Nore are numerous and extensive ; the mouths 
of them are stopped by mill dams and other obstructions, and require to be examined for the purpose 
of removing those obstructions, and placing Queen’s gaps in their proper places. The lock-keepers 
on the Barrow canal commit great destruction on the spawning fish and spawn on its way to the sea. 

(Signed) P. Magee. 

A conversation took place between Messrs. Barry, Mulvany, French, and Magee, in 
reference to the Sprat weirs on the Barrow. 

Mr. Magee was opposed to the granting of licences to any weir to kill Sprats, because 
the Sprat nets necessarily caught Salmon also. 

Mr. Barry recommended the parties to frame such a plan for taking Sprats as would 
satisfy the Commissioners that it could not be used for the taking of Salmon. 

Mr. Mulvany said that it was quite clear that the Sprat nets at present did not catch 
Salmon to any great extent; hut it was necessary that the possibility of their being abused, 
and employed for the taking of Salmon should be removed. The weirs should be such as 
that they could not take Salmon ; and a guarantee on the part of the proprietor that ho 
would not, was quite insufficient. There was a saving, under the 39th section, for some 
weirs previously erected for talcing Sprats and White fish, under certain restrictions, but 
that section never legalized Salmon weirs for the talcing of White fish. The implement to 
which the Commissioners would grant a licence, would be that only from which the possi- 
bility of abuse, to the detriment of the Salmon fishery, would be removed. 



Letter from Henry Campion, Esq., to W. T. Mulvany and J. R. Barry, Esqrs. 

Carlow, 26th November, 1844. 

Gentlemen — Having read in the General Advertiser , that the Commissioners acting in execution 
of the Acts of Parliament of the 5th and 6th Vic., cap. 106, and7th and 8th Vic., cap. 108, in pursuance 
thereof that William T. Mulvany ancl James R. Barry, Esqrs., Inspectors of Fisheries, would attend 
at Waterford Court-house,’ at eleven o’clock, to receive evidence respecting the Salmon fisheries of 
the several rivers. referred to in tbe schedule thereto annexed, I beg most respectfully to call the atten- 
tion of the inspectors to the state of the several weirs on the river Barrow, li-om St. Mullins to Carlow. 
The Salmon come up that river to spawn during the high water from the middle of October to the 
middle of January ; and, from the number of small rivers emptying' themselves into the Barrow, viz. : 
the Greece, the Ler, the Fishogue, the Burrin, the Douglas, and several others, all spawning rivers, 
the river Barrow, at that season, is full of Salmon ; but in the Open Season they .arc prevented from 
coining up, by reason of gaps on the several weirs not being of- sufficient breadth,- a depth of water to 
permit them to pass in that season’, and by reason of bushes and other impediments being placed 
therein to prevent them ; but the greatest grievance that gentlemen and fishermen of this neighbour- 
hood have to complain of, is the weir at Bagnalstown, which has been raised beyond the proper height 
by Mr. Crosthwaite, who keeps extensive mills there, so that whatever Salmon escape from St. Mullins 
to Bagnalstown are prevented altogether from ascending higher. 

The gentlemen residing in the neighbourhood, many of whom delight not only in fishing themselves 
but would wish to encourage those in the humble classes of society who support families by fair fishing, 
would most cheerfully subscribe, and pay any reasonable sum annually to preserve the fish, but ore 
quite disheartened from doing so by the very great and many obstructions given to tbe Salmon com- 
ing up in tbe Open Season, by tbe reason aforesaid, but iu particular by the weir erected at Bagnals- 
town, to which the attention of the Inspectors of Fisheries is most respectfully called. 1 am, 
gentlemen, on behalf of myself and other gentlemen who delight in fishing, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

Henry Campion, Montgomery-street, Secy., pro. tern. 

To Wm. T. Mulvany and 
J. II. Barry, esqrs. 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., 
at Wexford, Wednesday, December 4, 1844. 

Subject of Inquiry — The Rivers Slaney and Owenavarragh, or Courtown, and their 

TRIBUTARIES, AND ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING IN THE COAST BETWEEN 

the Hook Tower, County Wexford, and Kilmichael Point, in the same County, 

TOGETHER WITH THE FISHERIES OF THE COAST BETWEEN THE AFORESAID POINTS. 

Lord Courtown expressed a hope that the provisions of the Act in reference to the size of 
the mesh would be altered. Many persons previously made a livelihood by the White 
Trout fishery ; hut now, in consequence of the largeness of the mesh, it was impossible to 
take an j of that fish ; and thus a source profit and employment was cut off from the people. 

The Owenavarra. 

John Paskins, sworn. — Has been game-keeper to Lord Courtown these twenty-nine 
years. Knows the Courtown or Owenavarra river, but has not particularly attended to the 
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spawning ; lie has had charge of its preservation since he entered upon his present situa- 
tion. The river has been fished exclusively by the Courtown family ; and angling is the 
only mode of fishing that has been pursued on it for some time. There was a weir across 
it about six years ago ; and it was under his chai-ge. It was better than half a mile from 
the mouth of the harbour ; the tide just rippled up to it. They never fished the wen- in 
February; they used to begin on the 1st March, and continued till Michaelmas or about 
the middle of September. Starch and April were the best months ; and the Salmon caught 
then were from six and a half to twelve pounds. The weir was never set before the 17th 
of March, as they did not think the fish in season before that time ; and another reason 
was because the spents were going down in February. There was a run of a small kind 
of fish in May, of from six to nine poimd ; and they caught the small Salmon or Salmon 
Peal in June, of from two to two and a half pounds. The greatest run of them would be 
from the middle of June to the first week in July ; but they would get Peal after Jidy also. 

The first run of Fry come back soonest as Peal ; and those that went down late return late. 

There is a run of Salmon again in August ; but they are not so large as in the beginning of 

the season. He has caught some in August large in pea; always fished in September, and 

the most of those he caught at that time were large in pea and milt ; he always found the 

fish declining at the latter end of August ; what he means by “ declining” is that they were 

not so good to eat ; and fish always decline as they become large in pea and milt. The 

river has been always protected, but more particularly for the last ten years. The last Protection. 

season was much better than the former one. The fish make their beds the first week of Spawning. 

November ; and tbe great bulk spawn in the early part of December. He has seen them 

spawn up to the latter end of January ; if the water be dark they spawn sooner than if it 

he clear, because they are very shy. Is of opinion that the fish are declining in August, in 

consequence of their having been in the brackish water for some time. There were seines 

used in the river about twenty-five years ago, but not since. There is no difference 

between tbe time of spawning now and formerly. There are no nets on the upper part of 

the river. Lights have been used on the river, hut not on their part of it. The Spents Lights. 

begin to return to the sea a short time after spawning. The early spawned fish return early. Migration. 

He has known Spent fish to be in the river at the latter end of March ; but this has not 
often happened. The first run of Fry is in the last week of March ; the great bulk go down 
in the middle of April, and they are sometimes in the river so late as the middle of June. 

They take the fly before tbe last week of March. There are mill-dams on the river, which 
impede the passage of the Fry. There are also large pools upon it, particularly at the 
mill-dams. There is a seine fishery on the sea coast adjacent ; the time of them beginning 
to fish there depends upon the state of the weather, and they stop about September, 

James Hector, sworn. — Is a fisbermau and a native of Scotland. Has been in this country The Slaney and 
these ten or twelve years, and has fished various parts of it. Has fished the Antrim coast, ourto ' vn hs er f- 
Baflycastle, Glenarm, Cushendun, and Cushendall. Fished the coast, of Donegal also, and 
went from that place to Fetbard ; fished in Baginbnn Bay ; and from thence went to Lord 
Courtown’s fishery. Has been fishing lately at the mouth of the harbour of Wexford. 

■Generally fished with bag nets ; and there was a very heavy sea off the coast of Donegal, Bag nets, 
where he fished. He tried the seine net at Fetbard, but it became filled with mud, and 
he was obliged to give it up. He used to conuneuce fishing in April, and fished every day 
after May. The bag net can be fished in a high storm, when they could not draw. the 
seines. The storm should be very great, indeed, that would prevent tbe bag net fishing. 

The bag net is a cheaper and improved mode of -fishing, and would greatly benefit the 
fisheries if allowed to be carried on without interruption. Saw the bag net fished in Scot- 
land six, seven, and eight miles from a river, and with great effect: the ten thousandth 
-part of the lish do not go up the rivers. He has used the bag net close to the mouths of 
rivers before the new Act, but since then has not set it within a mile of the mouths. Many 
fish come along the coast, near to the rivers, and yet never enter them, lie has seen them 
at the mouths of rivers which they never could ascend : they do not go up the small rivers 
except in floods ; and when .the water falls back they return to the high sea, and are lost 
and devoured by Seals and Porpoises. He has seen great quantities of fish at a great 
distance from any river, and at the same time scarcely any at the months of the rivers. 

He fished for three seasons at Lord Courtown’s fishery, near the river, until he was banished 

by tbe Act. July is the principal month for Peal; used to catch from 200 to 300 oi them Peal. 

in that month. May and June are the prime months for Salmon, hut lie commences fishing Best months. 

in March. He has caught fish in the bag nets spent, and quite out of season ; they were, 

however, but few, for they generally go off at once into the deep water. Never fished at 

Lord Corn-town’s river in February ; the beach there is sandy. The first season he fished 

there he set one net to the northward ; and the second season he had one to the north and 

the other to the south, and about 200 yards from the pier. He caught there about £130 Value of fishery. 

worth of fish in the year, and he is quite sure Lord Courtown would never make, the tenth 

of that. The nets were expensive, and the fishery too small to compensate for any heavy 

expense. Three, four, and five fathoms is the best depth of water for fishing ; but he has 

fished in six and seven fathoms of water. He had no net hanging down from the leader. 

Thinks that the best way of fishing Lord Courtowii’s river is by the hag net. There is no 

place distant from a small river so good as near it ; but the hag net may do at a distance 

from large rivers. Has fished off the Wexford coast, and was fishing about two months 

south of the Point when his net was destroyed : the fishery was just commencing at the Destruction o ne s. 

time : the Coast Guard were within half a mile of him ; he got their assistance, hut it was 

too late. . His son, himself, and another man, were going to fish the net, when they saw 
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L t | ie persons destroying it. He applied to the grand jury for compensation, and expects 
that lie will be paid for the loss he sustained, as the presentment has passed the Road 
Sessions. The best part of the season was past before he could get out to fish again after 
his net was destroyed. The Slaney Salmon and Grilse are larger, but not richer than the 
Courtown fish. He fishes the latter part of April, May, and June ; and from the 29th 
July to the 20tli August. He had good weather for a long time before his net was 
destroyed, and the loss was very great before he had another ready. He used to get about 
thirty Salmon a week before the Peal came in, and caught about 300 Salmon and Peal 
during the time he fished ; but, as he said before, he lost the best part of the season. He 
would have done a great deal better if he had been allowed to fish for another month 
longer. The Salmon he caught in August were very good fish. February is the most 
valuable month, because one Salmon then is worth three in August. The Open Season 
should extend to the 1st of October; but if they fished that month out the fishery would 
be destroyed. The fish decline in October ; they are not then wholesome food, and it is 
a disgrace to see them destroyed. If the fish be killed then, the seed of the breeding fish 
would be also killed ; the breeding fish themselves would he killed, and then where would 
be the means of stocking the river ? Some persons would admit of fishing j u October • hut 
they did not understand the nature of the fishery ; but he should say that if they went 
farther than the 1st October they would work their own ruin. It is his opinion that the 
people in the sea and estuary- should pay for the protection of the upper river, because 
they benefit the most by it. If the Open Season had been a month shorter than to the 1st 
November they would have three times the quantity of fish. I-Ie knows the river to 
Lmuscorthy, and hundreds and thousands of Salmon go up as far as the bridge, one tide 
and return again with the other, without ever being caught. The fishery of the Slaney if 
fished according to Ins method, properly protected, and not fished after the 1st October, 
would be made worth £7,000 a year. If the entire river from the sea to the source were 
tS f °V ? f 5 hed t0 tbe lst ? ctober ' Tbe are » ^ spawning. state in 
Iht {S? fS?P eml > e ^ho upper part of the river, and the moment a Salmon enters 
“Withstanding that, he would fish on to the lst 
b f r ® at hnlk of the fish are down in the tideway, and are in good con- 

dition tlieie up to that time. Fethard is a very good fishing place ; he fished there only 
one year, and caught 800 Salmon and Salmon Peal in that time. The size of the mesh m 
SS.' “ a , Sre “? 4 ? al ° f tl10 Peal - “ d orteh no Trout 

i * J., ard fisb are amon S the best he has seen in any part of the country 
T s,d “' a “ Tei 7 g° od P^e f °r ike tog not. Is acquainted 
In tW T P 1 ’ “” d r ? und *? Eossla re ; tot there is not much Simon caught there ■ 
fte fwS ^ b y’5T d ' l8 e° f °ptoon that the Bannow river attiSs 

off fiipgl™ 1 Fethard. _ He paid £5 a year for the privilege of putting up his hag net 
IKS Jf* ^ PK » ™*9 1 «n‘ &*■ putting up riel, an implement : he 
wotucl be quite willing to do so ; and he considers that one-eighth of the gross tako would 
to a reasonable payment to the proprietor of the land, the fisherman pnfbg eLetoS 

withlto™ iwU WaS ‘ h ,° fc ' St T? * ■ a ‘ h '° Ught » la « «* ilrt o Ireland ; S came 
min a, large capital lute the country, and lie ,s now actually brought to poverty bv the 

is; r to idm - Ee “ *> - Zkss&x 

a gMl merc kaut and coach pro- 
ttoSknevfeh dI? O f flinty years m the fish trade, but purchases none except 
the Slaney fish. Does not export any, but sends all off to Dublin immediately by coach 
There * no ,ce house m the town. The coach tates the greatest qCS7he ran get tat 
toi “?hereTre Sr “ year i?, 43 it coSi 

fish which comes into the P urc ^ a f 1 ars 'JP Wexford ; he does not buy the one-fourth of the 

, apply to bit year • 1842 wTrtfl'b, P*? erusa ” e rat her improving ; hnt this doeB not 
irdl Tun a i y ’ 1 , was *b e best kis recollection. He begins to cet fish in Mav 

moia L ftfyral beta S *° f gnify before th “- He used to pm-clrasc evaj 

JTwI fa Fetal “d g °‘ ““rif 004 f * at a “ «■“»• ®>«e are ye^ 

all the rest would be speut. fish ir.FI/f'fp 0 W<mI ? ” ot be mor ? 41 “n «■» or two-good ; 
above it Most of the fish a ’ + e the greatest quantity from Garrick Bridge, and 
gtae, qutaty 5 ££ to to lS m wf mii S 0Orfll3r - ‘ md Hereabouts. There wa®s ’not a 
.Inly and August sire the best W I? n ,y 6 e °mmeneed purchasing than there is now. 

decline: thlTis ItoFa i A ‘ tl10 l at ‘ er 6n . 4 <* September the fish begin to 

coloured one to ten good fish L°Lit° 0 tLeT 4 ^ ^ r, ro P orti °n of 0Be Bmi f 

September Peal first come torn in w'j*! ” e Ter y few advanced in pregnancy in 
£100 for fish this year ■ but fa *to Wexford market m May and June. He did not pay 
there must have beL more tom A too tff, “I wa ?* of a f 100 "’ orth of Sa toon, and 
year fully double any e.!ui „ f 4 , 000 worth tahen m the Slaney ; but there was in that 
KeraivSda^EdS ^ "Worthy, and two 

1842, and the ktfpi* TOOC , x. ke^teke of this year was not the one-fourth of that in 
average annual value ^of the fisheries 1 +if Q 184 ^J 3y ^ )00 ° worth. £1,500 might be the 
selling 5 aVe not . bcen a »J Prosecutions for 

think there is any restriction to tlie + l ever sa w Fry sold in Wexford ; but does not 
exposed for sale 7 in the Close Tin^ hnt^f 16 ° f 0yst . ers afc any season - He has seen them 
There are very go^d OyS he^S £2 tZT n °! Gaten n by tbe P eo P le Wexford, 
trade. Is of opinion that if tbe 0C£ i bt J and - several persons foUow the Oyster 

opinion that it the fishermen had better means of fishing, and that , their 
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necessities did not drive than, -c.i. . „ . 

improved. Did not hoar that the police weroemnower „?♦ fisherics w»uld he greatly Arruoa, No.) 

the late Act, and that one of their duties was tn 2E!Tn to en ft>rcie the observance of 

Time, and all spents and Fry at any time of the L U fi8 J, e ^P 0 “ ed for sale ln the Close TUt s,au V> 
Dublin for Peal 'in the months of S Td Jdy ‘The J 'Tfl* S 0odde ™» d » ~ 

March that it is in August. He has seen • rf i r ? tln ^ e hmes t] >e price in Prices. 

2,. <W. per pound, Wie the price ^ J f Fcb ™ ai ? aild March - ^ 

sometimes down so low as 3M P at the latter en(f^?+hft?J^-i S & T- 4 o t0 6d, ; and Jt is 

into consideration all the parts of tlio river the t.„kt and. m September. Taking 

the greatest quantity of good fish be ;« r ,f ■ ^ li k 0I 'cfifc, and the means of obtaining 

April or May to the latter end of September ^the 1 1 st* Ort-oh^ Sea80n sllould ^e from Suitable season. 

Spring fish in February. The foUnwh? is c<£Vt?_ er ' Ha 8* very little 

Ka ““ and W ““ 8T ° f Si, ' s, °-'’ ^ in Wcsfori V Mr. John- Wman during the last 
three years. 

Salmon. 

1842, . . 3 oo, ; hs ; 

1843, . f’oofi * * ‘ 2 7, 635 

1844, . * • • • 15,396 

• ljiya • - . 10,775 

ssr ,H - otM - *» -» 

bed S , and the yellow it WtZ£g° £□ 

p wning. They are had for eating once they spawn. He never saw white Trout on the 
Salmon scours ; they go higher up than the Salmon to spawn. The first time he has seen 
Salmon spawn in the little tributary that feeds the Slancy, was in Hovembm S,™ , . 

SS aL’wta ?3S °” f‘ h0 SP ™ ninS l Z' S “ kte “ ^ BetwSn OhSiS ml ^ 

for off ™ ■ rast trme for spawning. He never heard of anv one being prosecuted 

£e K ,? ^ gainst 'the ; .fishery laws. Was a water-bailiff, but never fomiif anv one 
&tos g but he'is not r nk “ “ 1 “;’ 70,7 S°°d. plan to 00 >ph>.v the police in protecting the 
1 a 4 * s f os<![l t° go out with them to assist them; he will leave the 
flmgte ftemalw* for perhaps they would say he was going to take the fish himself 
miu Sot, S' Tr* *<*“■ and “ Tamer, and lives at flreenmount, about a 
Sve fL^ een itwmM', f " h es with a seme net ; it is sidy fathoms long, and about s«,„. 
twelve teet deep, it would not go near stretching across the entire river, for the channel 
is about ninety fathoms in width. Fishes at ebb tide and low water. It would greatly 
injure the fishing of bis net if its site were diminished. He hauls on chance and S neyer 
froJw't 11 ? Th*? fi81 approach The mesh of his net is about two and a half inches 
of P.rV. * * in' 11 S ene^! '! 1 > , speahmg, the nets in the river are not according to the Act ttai, 

r f S ; ey W l re ' “n" wmdd b0 «* caught, and a new Jt would be 

»El ? *if ee Tm 1 ®' ^ " ets ,. !ll ' e tarred. His cot is twenty feet long, and it is 
thevlob 7 hlm86lf and bis sons. Ho disputes take place among the men about fishing- 
they go by one certain rule, and that is, first come, first haul,” The fishing does not Tim. sir 
SeSZn^r lU ‘ r m ° b8bed 811 41,8 round, whenever' ^ho wSher woS 
™ f ° e “* 1 pr , , cc was ' *° to h ”f *° tl,e ,st November until this year ; 
mSb£ 4 c™l P d weI “ ? he b . CBt rrrontlis, if they were to follow the Act of plrliaZ B„t .„„ths 

Somi .2 ? ^ ‘ 2 e ' , ■ lllero 18 1,1 ahun dance of Slats and Fry in the river, in April 

SKrrf 2 j °!,' ly “ 7 017 Cdd ^ wh<,u 4,10 1,048 S et thick with mud. 
keS no accm,7J 4 fehay 0 had there those ten years was 1842. Ho sells his fish, but has 
fSlethSif SI 1 , 2 "; Catch ™ Mullet, and other fish, but would give up fishing 

40 ha™ a larger mesh. People keep their nets out on the banks of M„b. 
been T n Is aW " 0 t,lat 410 P“S 00 «m seise them in consequence. Has 

been °5 f W a,,d for ‘ h0 so ten years does not know of any one having 

p ecuted for a fishery offence. There was always a law stopping them on the 1 0th 

N 
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November, but some very poor people used to mate a snatch after that. The weekly 
Close Time has been only partially observed. He concurs with the evidence of the last 
witness, as to the breeding of fish, and the destruction of the Fry caused by the mills. Has 
caught Herrings in his seine ; they catch them in February, when it is dry, and take from 
200 to 300 in a haul. Hauled for Herrings up as far as Deep Bridge. Is of opinion that 
the red Salmon remain always red. The small fish which he calls a Gravelling, will never 
come to be a Salmon. One and a half inch mesh would be the best for catching Salmon 
.and Trout. A larger size makes it not worth while fishing, for the net should always be 
new to catch Salmon. Their part of the river is so muddy that the nets are very soon 
rotted. There are between seventy and a hundred seines between W exford and Enniscorthy. 
Above the island of Markman and in the tidal part of the river, it is the practice to stretch 
nets across the whole river, and keep them tied from hank to bank. If stopped too early, 
and fishing go on in the month of February, they will be ruined. 



Substance of a Letter from James Hector to the Commissioners, dated 
14th December, 1844. 

James Hector, in a letter to the Commissioners, dated 14th December, 1844, states that he caught 
at Rosslare Strand' last year 230 Salmon and Grilse weighing 2,068 pounds ; that his net was 
destroyed at the very time he bad had a run of good weather, and before he had another net ready for 
fishing the season was near closing, and he thereby sustained a very great loss ; that if he had been 
allowed to fish up to the 1st October, he would have caught as much Salmon between the 20th August 
and that time as in the entire season before. He is of opinion that if the Slaney were fished up to the 1st 
October, “ but not a day beyond that” it would be one of the best rivers in Ireland. He states that they 
are fishing in some parts at the time at which he writes ; that unwholesome Salmon were exposed for 
sale, and that nets of an illegal mesh were used. He also states that the bag-net is a superior mode 
of fishing, and gives a free passage to all kinds of small fish ; but that Seines injure tne spawn in 
consequence of their being hauled along the bottom of the river. He then complains of the great losses 
he has sustained in this country by the malicious destruction of his nets ; and suggests that a number 
of gentlemen should form a company and purchase bag-nets, which he would undertake to manage 
with profit to the proprietors. 



Evidence taken before Brook T. Ottley, Wm. T. Mclvany, and J. Redmond Barry, 
Esqrs., at the Custom House, Dublin, Tuesday, December 10, 1844. 

Subject oe Inquiry. — The Liffey, and all its Tributaries, and the adjacent 
Coast. 

The Liffey. 

Thomas Brown, produced by Mr. W ortliington, lessee of the Liffey fishery, sworn. — 
Has been a sportsman and fisherman for thirty-two years, and lives at Kilcullen. Has 
fished constantly from Ballymore Eustace to Newbridge, and into Dublin. Is acquainted 
with nearly the entire river, and has been employed by Mr. Worthington as water-bailiff' 
about four years. There has been no Salmon fishery at Ivilcullen at any time. The Salmon 
go up there about the second week in October, and not before ; they are pretty fairly 
protected. Some are making their beds about the last week in October. Knows the 
River Liffey, up to Poolaphuca. The fish do not go within a mile of Poolaphuca ; the 
Golden Water, near Ballymore, stops their progress. They come down as far as Clane and 
Caragh Bridge. The fish spawn earlier in the higher parts, and while they are strong they 
endeavour to reach these parts. The great bulk of the fish spawn in November and. 
December, and the spawning is all over after Christmas. He saw some small fish spawn in 
January. The fish spawn sooner in a dry than in a wet winter. Is of opinion that the fish 
which spawn in January are those that have remained in the river for some time. White 
Trout do not spawn there, but the brown Trout spawn in the same place with the Salmon. 
The spents come down according as they recover, and there is scarcely one of them to be seen 
after Christmas. Fry first appear about about 1st April ; they may take a fly the last week 
in March, and they are all gone down in May ; if a fresh comes, they all go down the first 
week in May. There are six weirs between Ballymore and Caragh Bridge, over two of 
which the fish cannot go, except in floods ; and unless the Fry get .out at the wheel of 
these two, they cannot pass out at all. Does not know how many weirs there are below 
that. There are two small rivers between Ballymore and Caragh Bridge, up which Trout 
go, but the water is too light to admit much Salmon. Ho saw Salmon spawn in those 
tributaries last Sunday, and they can be seen very plainly when the water is low. He sees 
no spent fish at Caragh Bridge after Christmas week. The breeding fish are not killed up 
there, nor did he ever see a spent fish killed in the Liffey, or the tributaries, with lights. 
There are only two water-bailiffs on about fourteen miles of that part of the river ; but a 
good deal of the gentry warn the people against destroying the breeding or spent fish. In 
the year 1S43 there was a great deal more fish up the river than in 1844 ; there were very 
few up in 1844, and he thinks this arose from the alterations which are being made in the 
river. No Peal go up in June ; he thinks they are too weak to get over the Salmon Leap. 
There is no Gravelling in the river above Poolaphuca ; they cannot go beyond the Golden 
Vater. He never caught nor observed Gravelling when changing its coat : but there is a 
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great difference between Gravelling and Fry. The Gravelling he catches are of different A»m»z, No. 

sizes ; they are large in July and August, but very small in March. The great bulk of the 

Salmon were found spawning in November, last year; and he observed them more atten- TheLiffe-j. 
tively then than in any former years. He saw some Salmon spawn the day before c n ■ 
yesterday. opawning. 

Patrick McEvitt, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and fishes generally for S alm on in all parts of 
the Liffey, and in the Bay. Fishes with seines in the Liffey, between the mouth of the 
river and Island Bridge. Is acquainted with the river above Island Bridge, as far as 
Lucan. He saw fish spawn at Lucan, and between Ckapelizod and the Strawberry beds. 

They generally spawn in November, but the time depends upon the state of the water and Spawning, 
the. weirs. If there be floods the spawning takes place earlier ; but if the weather be dry, 
their upward progress depends upon the weirs being opened or kept shut. The weirs are 
kept most irregularly at present. He has seen the spawn taken out of the beds, having Injuries, 
been destroyed by gas. The earliest time he saw the fish begin to spawn was about the 
middle of November ; the greatest number spawn in the latter end of that month ; and the 
latest time he saw them on the beds was about the middle of December. Never saw the 
pits made in January or February. There are small rivers between Lucan and Island 
Bridge, but he never saw fish going up them. Numbers of spawning fish have been gaffed 
on the beds; but lie never knew lights to be used for the purpose of destroying the fish. 

The spents are going down as late as March. Saw great numbers of them dead at the mill Destruction, 
in February and March, and others weak from exhaustion in those months. He knew the 
man who had the fishery at Island Bridge to kill numbers of spents, and sell them to Mr. 

Green, the fishmonger. He has taken spents in his seine ; when taken aloug with good 
fish, the bulk may be let to escape, but some must necessarily be killed. Saw the spents 
go down in January, and the great bulk in the latter end of February and March ; and he 
saw numbers of them lying dead at the tail of Mr. Crosthwaite’s factory. Often got six in 
that state between his breakfast and dinner. He often saw Fry killed at the wheel, as if 
they had been chopped by it. Saw some hundreds of Fry in the tideway, near the latter 
part of May, and saw them also in June. They used to be kept above Island Bridge weir 
formerly, till a late period of the season. There are five weirs on the Liffey, up to Lucan, Obstacles, 
and the fish cannot pass over them in a moderate flood, nor can they get over Island 
Bridge weir unless the gates are open. The fish endeavour to go over Chapelizod weir at 
the V. There are some artificial obstructions on some of those weirs. Railings are some- 
times placed in such a way as to stop the fish when the weirs are opened ; one person has 
been prosecuted for such a practice as this.’ The only mode of fishing pursued above 
Island Bridge is angling, and this has not been allowed to be carried on -without obstruc- 
tion. Owners of land along the river have, in some instances been prosecuted for rod Angling, 
fishing. He knew an instance of a person been fined for taking Salmon with a rod, 
although he owned the ground opposite which the fish was killed. Fish are destroyed at 
Lucan weir in the Close and Open Season; indeed it should he a very strong fish that 
could pass that weir, even in a flood ; it is the worst obstruction on the river. Some 
anglers are also in the habit of lolling the fish with gaffs. The weekly Close Time is not Observance of 
observed at the mi l ls . The Island Bridge and the other mills work on Sundays, and do close Time - 
not give the free passage of twenty-four hours, which the law requires. When this takes 
place in the latter part of the season, the fish come up so far, and finding no passage, they 
are forced to eject their spawn, when they taste the fresh water, sooner, and lower down 
than they ought. He fished at Poolbeg last summer with a seine, which was at first about Seines. 

150 yards in length, but he has since made it 230 yards. It would stretch across 
the channel at low water, and its efficiency would be affected if shortened; if it were 
restricted, say to half the breadth of the channel, the seine fishery would be very much 
injured. He has a partner in his boat, and fishes in fourteen or fifteen feet depth of 
water. There was good fishing in the tideway last year ; he was late in going out and did 
not begin till the latter part of May ; he fished from that till within a week of the Close 
Season, and during that time caught about 250 fish. He never saw a net take a fish under 
five pounds last season. The fisli of five pounds are Salmon, not Peal, for the Liffey Peal Produce, 
are only from three to four pounds weight. The smallest fish he took was five, and the 
largest fourteen pounds weight. There is a great run of fish of from nine to ten pounds 
weight. Generally sold his fish in Dublin. Gets Is. and Is. Ad. a pound in May, and 5d. Prices, 
at the latter part of August. He had a pretty fair profit on his fishing. There were eight 
seines at work at the same time, between the Light-IIouse and Ringsend, and they were all Seines, 
fished under the common law right of the crown, with the exception of one, belonging to 
a person named Kimberly, who paid rent. The persons owning these nets were Cullen, 

Day, Kyan, Kimberly, Sir. Worthington, himself, and some persons from Clontarf, whose 

names he did not know. No disputes take place between them. He fishes at low water. Mode of fishing. 

and an born 1 or so on flood ; they generally take one shot on the ebb ; two or three shots 

are the most he took in one tide. His net was worked by six men ; he used it all last year 

and will this year also. Puts catechu instead of tar or bark on his net ; this substance 

costs 3s. 6 d. a stone, and a stone is sufficient for the entire net. Has seen catechu put 

upon bag, and other nets also ; it does not wash off ; completely coats the twine, and is 

better than the other substances generally used. There are white Trout where he fishes, 

but he does not catch any in consequence of the largeness of the mesh. A four inch mesh — Mesh. 

■that is, eight all round — would be the best for all. Such a mesh would not kill Salmon of 
three and a half pounds. A seven pound Salmon would go through the present mesh. 

Last year a nine pound Salmon meshed in his net, and caught by the gills; and were it not 

N 2 
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• for the weeds, they would not catch half the Salmon that they do. . Fished for many years 
between Barrack-street bridge and Chapelizod, with hopp.iiefcs, ljut never caught a Salmon 
in one of them, but by mere chance. The hoop nets are used-forsaking Eels .and Flomiders 
and are fished out of the sterns of boats. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Worthington. — Said a party ‘was prosecuted for angling on Lis 
own ground ; Garnett was the man who was prosecuted, and Harris, a man of Mr. Wor- 
thington's, prosecuted him. Garnett owns land at the east side 'of the weir, ' Witness will 
not swear lie was prosecuted for angling, and not for gaffing at Lucan weir. Saw Mr. 
Worthington's man take rods from anglers along the river. Thinks that. .Garnett was prose- 
cuted not for gaffing but for using the gaff after lie had taken, the fish, with tlie rod. Fished 
for the Commander of the Forces Sir Hussey Vivian, and Mr. Whitley. ’ After the 20th 
August, iu the annual Close Time, saw the null gates at Island Bridge shut, and-the mill at 
work on Sunday mornings. One morning it was after half past seven o’clock ; and on the 
next Sunday it was about the same hour. The weather was then dry, aud there was no 
water going over the weir ; and when he summoned Mr. Manders for these breaches of the 
law Mr. Worthington employed counsel against him, and ho was defeated because he had 
no legal assistance. 

To Mr. Muhany.-llo.ii seen the fish destroyed by poisonous matter from Jones’ 
chemical works m Cook’s-lane, off V ailing-street. Has seen the fish at the place where 
this matter flows into the river actually go mad, and jump out upon the banks. It is only 
within these two years they began to make this stuff there ; it comes out through a mill- 
race and runs along the bauk of the river. Mr. Crosthwaite has gas works ; and when he 
was prevented, some years ago, from letting the gas tar into the river, he dug a nool on 
his premuses for its reception, but the stuff oozes through it and gets into the water He 
saw the spawn there taken up parboiled and blobs of gas tar about them. There are gas 
works also at Lucan which are very injurious to the fishery. The hoop nets he spoke of 
before were usod for catching Flounders and Eel, and that was the only use he ever saw 
them put to. He often caught an odd Trout in them ; and the smallest mesh he ever had 
m them was half an inch, llieir largest mesh was four and a half inches ; he never used 
them except m the tideway. Saw Salmon in the market during the Close Season last 
Em i Sa f W i t ie di , scoloured spawning fish, and the spawn running out of 

fclE u U1 raarke £ ab ° ut t | hrc p ye ar s ago ; the greater part of these had come from 
S, A S r k w \i Ile h f T'i SpentS ak V n bhe imi-ket ; and he himself used to catch them 
foi Mi. V hitley, who had a contract for them with Mr. Greene. It is his opinion that there 
could not be a more beneficial Close Season than that at present fixed ; and in giving this 
oprnion he takes into consideration the coast, the estuary, and the upper rivef. In the 
lattei part of August and September great numbers of the fish caught are in mn ■ there 
are not hve caught in the first part of the season, for the 100 in th/latter, which are unfit 
foi captuic. As far as the fish are concerned, the 1st August would be the host time to 
btop; but taking the fishermen into consideration, it might he well to fish to the 20th 
The fish deteriorate from the 1st August out; they then lose thel colour and dec£ 
EBJ* l , tao “ gl ‘ t ‘"‘ 0 thli mu ' ket ™ Au s l '“’ which were not fit to 

anti W 1 “"I 0,11 ° f tbat ‘“k™ iB ‘0 he hilled • 

not eSSle eeLSr ^ aW a " d “ 0W : 1111 he would 

then so wont from lumng heeu detained in the fresh water, that they cfnnot n^s fcaU 

his rod ; but there are no r.) asses over ° • ' CaU ^, b s ® v ® n Salmon iu one morning with 
floods. lie has not observed an increase oT the fil Cannot ascend tllem exce P* ia 

river well as far as Leixlin FTe Ana * s 1 1X1 . * be u PP er parts, and he knows the 
Season ; JuTv mid AugSthf ^ th tllG J ast witliess as *> the Close 
good in October. The pea in Sontemher if llE ’ ?u d S . 0m . e fisb wblcb come up late, are 
and some red at that time If the imuarlimen+j.™ tlian m A ^ s . ust > some fisb are silvery 
in March in tbc higher parts He rem ° Ved ^ 6re would be g°° d fisbi 4 

only, for tlioy kill only a few • and thin season to the 1st October for anglers 

river. In fact he himself did not In'll q i S lve them greater interest in protecting the 
allowed to fish aftefS 1st or ™t ought to he 

nor is there any assistance towards nrotfnti ' G - re i s » no Protective Association above; 

Mr. John re f ™ d fr°m the people in the lower parts! 
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Coleraine fish in ice, -but he. does pot sell that fish now. The fish coming in ice is better 
than what comes by coach ; jt will -keep longer; but he has never known any of it to be 
curdy. He has boon selling thq Liffeyfish those twenty years, both what was taken at Island 
Bridge, and what was caught ill the sea.- . Got some of the best fish in the whole season at 
Christmas and m January. ' - They were Spring fish ; and Spring fish are, in his opinion, the 
hsli that have spawned early the year before. The Liffey Salmon are largest in January : 
they get- Spring fish in the Sligo river in January also; and they are then in the best 
condition. I he quantity taken depends on the weather. He sells all his fish in the Dublin 



, , ,, •. , . ■■ , — o-~ U J. to 9d — the Salmon 

more plenty then, and the Peal come m; September, (but not this year,! id. to (id . ; July 
and August about the same as J une. The Liffey Salmon are very full of pea in September • 
hut judges say that Salmon in pea eat as well as when the pea is not grown, provided it be 
not too large. He has sold fish in October for id. to 6d., and as low as 3d. when not in very 
good order. In August the Liffey fish are getting out of season very much. This is the case 
mi Ca “ s ‘ ienes > but in some places — as WaterforjJ — they are good in September. 
The Slaney fish are good in October, but some are getting out of order then. There has 
been a great increase in the produce of the Liffey these last two years. There has been 
more fishing in the bay and harbour during that time ; and taking the river, the bay, and 
the estuary, the gross quantity caught in 1843 and 1844 was greater than in former years. 
He. used to sell all fish, good and had, but did not get spent Salmon in January from the 
T aliere ,' va3 a S reat deal more fisl1 got in August than in January ; but ‘the taking 
off ot January is a great loss to the early fishery, because the price is so much greater in 
that month. Witness ’thinks there should be a different season for different rivers ; but if 
xmiforin, the fishing time should be from the 1st January to 12th August. The earlier the 
fishery cau be made the better. 



Patrick Dempsey, sworm. — Is a fisherman and in care of a farm at Leixlip. Frequently 
saw fish oil the spawning grounds ; they begin to spawn at the Latter end of November, and 
continue in December and January: he saw fish killed at the latter end of January with 
spawn in them. The fish spawn later in the Rye than in the Liffey ; and if a free pass 
were made at Leixlip they would seldom go up that river. The best spawning ground is 
from Leixlip to the bridge of Lucau, and there is one pool above the Leap which is, perhaps, 
the best in the whole Liffey. He saw spawning in January, not in the Liffey but in the 
Rye, and not in any numbers. The spawning begins rapidly about the middle of November, 
and continues through December. . The spents are killed at the mill-wheels in Jauuary and 
I’ ebruary. The great hulk go down in J anuary. The Fry have no passage down except in 
floods : they cannot otherwise get over the obstacles ; and this is a great injury to the 
fishery. If the Salmon were let up early they would be able to take the Leap with ease ; 
they were very late up this year because the season was dry. He thinks it would improve 
the fishery if a passage were made at the falls for the weak fish. The Lucan weir is more 
destructive to the fish than all the others put together. He himself saw 400 fish there, and 
not one of them could get over it. Taking the upper and lower parts, and on the suppo- 
sition that passes were made at the weirs, the best season would he from the 12th February 
to 20th August, as the law stands at present. An abundance of fish would go up after the 
20th to stock the river. Does not know of any fish being destroyed except by Otters. 
Thinks that if the millers were properly managed they could do a great deal to preserve 
the fish. If, for instance, when floods occur, and the Fry are congregated, they would open 
the gates for one hour, all would go down. He has known the servants of millers to 
encourage the destruction of Fry ; and he has also known the mill wheels to he staked. 
The millers did more this year than formerly in allowing the fish to pass. 

Mi-. Mulvany stated that the Commissioners had received from Mr. Worthington a very 
interesting document, setting forth his views and the result of his experience on the subject 
of the Close Season. He now begged to ask that gentleman if he wore prepared to hand 
in this paper as part of his evidence. 

Mr. Worthington, haying been sworn, replied in the affirmative. That paper was written 
by him ; the facts contained in it are true, and the opinions set forward are, in his judgment, 
correct. The following document was then entered as part of his evidence. 
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As the question what would be the proper Close Season for Salmon is now undergoing investigation, 
and as this subject as well as that of agricultural improvements occupies, and so deservedly, much 
public attention, both tending as they do to increase the amount of food, I have no objection to sub- 
mit my views and the result of my experience, as opinions the most discordant have been promulgated 
upon the subject in the south of Ireland during the present investigation — some proposing that the 
fishing in the Open Season should commence the 1st November, while others propose that it should not 
commence until the 1 st March. In submitting my views, I think it proper to state that I have given 
the matter long and mature consideration, and bring to the examination of it the experience of at least 
twenty years. The difficulties that surround the question are great, as the Commissioners have no 
doubt already experienced, the object being, if possible, to fix one general Close Time for all rivers 
in Ireland ; and further, which involves a still greater difficulty, to fix a Close Time that will suit the 
various fisheries, whether those fisheries he situated in the sea or tideway, or in the upper aud remote 
parts of rivers. This subject opens up a very extensive field of inquiry, aud affects property through- 
out the kingdom to a very serious amount ; but I shall endeavour to limit my observations to as small 
a space as possible. With respect to the first questions, namely, to fix such a Close Time as will suit 
all the rivers of Ireland, the difficulty consists in the fact well ascertained, that Salmon frequent some 
rivers at a much earlier period than they frequent others; the Salmon called “the New-run or 
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Winter Salmon,” or, as it is called in some districts, “the Spring fish,” is not to be found at all in 
many of our rivers. 1 may instance the Erne, at Ballyshannon, one of the most productive fisheries 
in Ireland ; and which pays or paid a rent of £1,600 per annum to the proprietor ; while in the Bun- 
drowse river, which empties itself into the same bay, the “ Spring fish” is abundantly found. It is 
unnecessary to enlarge upon this subject, as the fact that such a fish frequents at an early period some 
rivers, and not others, is admitted ; it has indeed been satisfactorily proved, during the pending 
inquiry, that this fish, in prime season, commences running up the Caragh river, in Kerry, so early as 
October and November ; but it is found in tolerable abundance in various rivers in Ireland during the 
months of November, December, and January. Now, it is precisely during this period, namely, in 
November and December, that the spanners in all rivers are depositing the ova ; it may, indeed, be 
confidently stated that the bulk of the spawning in all rivers is completed during these months. A 
few fish may spawn later, but late spawning, in my opinion, does little good. It may also he asserted, 
without fear of confutation, that the “ New-run or Winter Salmon” is a distinct fish from the 
spawner ; it is the spawner of another season ; but it will be sufficient for the present purpose to state 
that, this fish at the spawning season, namely, in November and December, is at the most remote 
possible stage from the state of spawning — the pea of a twenty pound Winter Salmon not being larger 
than that of a herring. The second question, namely, to fix a Close Time that will suit the various 
fisheries of Ireland, whether those fisheries he situated in the sea or tideway, or in the upper parts of 
rivers, involves the same difficulty. The period at which Salmon frequent different fisheries depends 
entirely upon them local situation. The Spring or Winter Salmon will not enter rivers at all while 
snow-water is descending, and as most of our rivers have their sources in mountainous districts, snow- 
water more or less prevails during the Winter and Spring ; it may therefore be alleged, subject to very 
little exception, that the Spring or Winter Salmon is only to be caught in the sea and tideway. No 
d.oubt a few of them in favourable seasons may run up rivers, but the instinct of the Spring or Winter 
Salmon is to remain in the sea or tideway until snow-water from the mountains has disappeared, 
which seldom happens before March or April. This is the reason that those who have interests in 
the upper parts of rivers advocate a lute commencement of the fishing season, and, as a necessary 
consequence, a late termination. The difficulty, therefore, in my opinion, is to be met by fixing the 
Close Season to end, and the Fishing Season to commence, at the earliest possible period consistent 
with the due protection of the spawners, which are then at the head of the river ; and I conceive that 
*ho 10th or loth of January will fully attain that end. The bulk of the spawning in all rivers is over 
at Christmas, and the kelts or spent fish are then on their return to the sea ; but having spawned, the 
loss of a few of them is a less evil than prohibiting the fishing for Spring or Winter Salmon beyond 
the 15th January, as those splendid fish, which are all of a large size, and are worth from two to three 
shillings per pound in any market in the United Kingdom, (the best proof of their perfection,) will 
inevitably lie lost for the purposes of man, as while wandering round our shores and estuaries, as it is 
their instinct to do, at that season,, they become the prey of Seals and Porpoises, which destroy them 
iu vast numbers. No doubt can exist that the public interest requires that the restriction upon catch- 
ing these ush in the sea and tideway should be of as small duration as possible. To fish for them in 
the sea, even in December, could do no injury, as the spawners have all gone up, and the spent fish 
have not yet come down. Having canvassed the question wheu the Close Season should end, I am 
happy to say that less difficulty, though not less controversy, exists as to when the Close Season should 
b f.S m - P er so n at all conversant with the subject can have the slightest doubt that the prosperity 
°\ our Salmon fisheries altogether depends upon having the Close Season to commence early, and to 
continue tor a sufficient length of time. The present Act empowers the Commissioners to alter the 
Close lime, but provides that it shall not comprise less than 124 days in each year. I would most 
strongly observe that this is the minimum fixed by the legislature, but I submit that the Close Season 
should consist of at least five full months ; and I would urgently impress upon those interested in 
naileries, that seven months fishing- is a very ample season— nay, that five or six months’ good fishing 
would be better than twelve months’ bad. The old Irish Act, 8th Geo. I., c. 7, fixed the 1st of 
August as the commencement of the Close Season, and the present Act fixes the 20th of August. I 
rwu ee , l ' t:uul J P re / or th ® former (although public meetings have been held proposing the 1st of 
2 ln r ed u coaceive 1 tl,at t0 st °P all fishing ou the 1st of August would be the measure above 
ail others that would ensure the prosperity of the Irish fisheries. But here again the upper proprie- 
tors m various rivers offer their opposition, and wish to continue fishing until the 1st of October ; but 
T Ge t0 be subsel 'v>ent to the laws of Nature; and if Nature gives Salmon the 
* l t0 V1S1L tbe u PP e i r P^ts of rivers until the spawning season approaches, it is unreasonable 
arlv.ve-.2tW 2 ” lu ‘ he "PP^r pai'ts of rivers to seek to kill them at that period. Those who 
nSrtnrfr222 ln ? th 2 0Fa SeaS ,° n t0 a late P sriod of the f° r £ et that iu removing the 
and rir hey mUSt ak ° remove 5t from the ^ssees and those interested in the sea 

aSVS™ hC ^Per proprietor is to be at liberty to fish in August and September, the 
resul wi t IV S u’ Tu th V r ,aught net in tke have “equal privilege ; and the 

the BMtllrinn for ♦ ! [d ,. flsh “ n I t ‘ 1 the migration upwards of spawning fish had ceased, and then 
This P wl ' n liJfr . WOUld “ nce "'here there were no breeding fish to protect, 

no more Salmon or „„.r °f d system : tbe Close Time never commenced until we could catch 
we Xa J d to le 2 S 1° ’ WMe "° r m - r6 SaW t0 be cau 8' llt > and then (in an Irish way) 

destructfon nf thlVt ? T" “ P Spa "' n ' , Is Patriotic, or rather is it not selfish, to urge the 

uSl a Ute nli “ , ° r Very 1,ear f° the ^Pawning season, because the Salmon will not visit, 

C2he Sy d al I lay little stress 



E^soiomu £rir2e;22 anglei; f 2 ter \ and P° a , chers ma y S et tb e whole of them, during their 
as spawners- the useful con U • ever i. 1 1 f a few of them should escape, they would answer little purpose 
from the sea Winl tlI e P E are j emphatically, the August fish, which run up in full vigour 
Eds of Ortobe, V£l S P ea 1 mat “ r , ed ’ and then advance, at leisure, upon the spawning beds, with the 
EriEs ^nrodEE a 2tvo W 5 t 5 eSe n 6 &1 i’ be y° nd 311 ^troversy, that breed, and replenish 

at a late neriod nf/ T S ""S® tbat ° f the exhausted fish that reach the spawning beds, 

extreE of ? unfav ° u r able circumstances. I feel so strongly the importance, the 

th2uirt P eEterto2iP lng Salm ° n fehln S at au earl y Period-say 1st or -10th of August- 
thrimSte2 D ffi°;“2 a , 0lrcuiuatance personal to myself, which I think fully demonstrates 
the importance of fixmg an early commencement of the Close Season. Having, wfrh little effect. 
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.tried various methods to improve this fishery (which formerly was of considerable value), I adopted a Arrmir, No. 

proceeding which, as I shall be examined on oath, during the pending inquiry, I shall now detail as 

minutely as I shall, if necessary, depose to on my examination. In July, 1839, I directed my men to /.iff 'ey. 

“ open the weir,” as it is technically called, which I was not bound to do until the 1st of October, 
under the 32nd Geo. III., c. 40. Very reluctantly my orders were obeyed by my men, and on the 
midsummer flood, which occurred on the 19th July, 1 839, the gates on the weir were opened ; by this 
operation, on speculation I sacrificed £50 or £60, which, as Salmon are then sold at a low rate, repre- 
sented a very large number of Salmon; I looked for a great increase of Fry and of Salmon Peal on 
■the following year, not being then aware of the recent discovery in Scotland made by Mr. Shaw, 
relative to the slow growth and long duration in the river of the Salmon Fry. Mr. Shaw’s discovery 
did not become generally known until published in Black mod in April, 1841 ; however, having let 
up the fish, I looked for produce (according to the old opinion) in 1840, but was disappointed : 1840 
was a very bad year, so was 1841 ; but in June, 1842, 1 was greeted with a run of Salmon Peal, un- 
like anything I had ever before' seen. The new Act had not then passed, and the small-mesh net 
was in use, consequently these Salmon, which averaged about five pounds each, were all destroyed ; 
in number,' with me, they exceeded four-fold that of any other year; and taking into account the sea- 
' fishing at Poolbeg, which is carried on by a great number of persons, the increase was, to the best of 
my belief, ten-fold upon any previous year for the last twenty years, as various adverse parties can 
testify as well as myself ; but the number was not by any means, in my judgment, so remarkable as 

• the extraordinary difference in the size and quality of tile fish. These Peal were all what Salmon- 
fishers call “ well fed” fish, which term has a particular signification well known to sportsmen and 
.Salmon-fishers ; suffice it to say, they were in appearance, colour, and size as unlike the Peal of former 
years as can well be conceived. This I account for by the parent fish (those of 1S39) having reached 
the spawning beds in good time aud in full vigour ; and I conceive that the complaint made in all 
the rivers of Ireland, that the fish have degenerated in size and quality, is solely attributable to late 
fishing. The August fish are all killed, and in September and October good spawners become scarce, 
and they reach the spawning beds, which are at the upper parts of rivers (many obstacles intervening) 

’in a jaded aud weakly state, and too late for early spawning. From this experiment, broadly defined 
as it is, I am entitled to say that the fisheries of Ireland will rapidly increase in value, and the fish in 

■size and quality, if Salmon fishing be stopped upon the 1st of August or thereabouts. The Close 
■ Season should then consist of five full months ; and I should say (if a general Close Time, the same 
for all rivers and all localities be decided upon by the Commissioners) that a Close Season, eommenc- 
-ing 10th or 12th August, and ending the 10th or 12th January, would best amalgamate conflicting 
.interests, would best suit various localities, and, above all, would best tend to the improvement of the 
fisheries, and to the public advantage. 

The examination of Robert Worthington, Esq., was then proceded with — Witness 
.’suggests that the Salmon fishing should stop on the 1st August ; and he is of opinion that Season, 
such a course would benefit the fisheries most materially. He made the experiment of 
opening the weir and letting up the fish in July 1839 ; and the result was, that in 1842 

• there was a greater nm of Peal than he ever saw before. The number was greater ; and Improvement, 
the difference in appearance so remarkable, that they might almost be considered a 
[different species. They were fine well-fed fish ; and he attributes this improvement to 

the number of fish which were allowed to pass up in 1839. The fishery was surrendered 
to him, in 1825, by Mr. Green, who held it at a rent of £200 per annum ; and it was given 
[up by this gentleman in consequence of its becoming so bad. He is of opinion that Mr. 

‘Green used to lose £100 a year by the fishery; and he is convinced that it became thus 
bad in consequence of the practice of fishing up to the 1st October, in accordance with the 
'.previous law. The mu of fish in May, June, and July is great: but there is a total failure 
'in the latter end of July if there be floods in that month. When he first commenced 
.'fishing, finding a run of fish in June and July, he thought he would get as much in 
August ; but the floods came, and there was no fish to be had. Those who fished below in 
.the bay and tideway experienced the same thing. The August Salmon are very large fish, 
and are going up to spawn. The Liffey had been very productive, and he considered its 
; decline was produced by fishing in August. The time the Liffey was so productive, was 
about thirty or forty years ago. Under tbe conviction tbat tbe decline of the fishery arose 
’from the late fishing, he tried the experiment mentioned in the paper already produced by 
him. He expected the increased run in 1840, and was disappointed; but in 1842 there 
came an astonishing run of Peal, in the finest condition. Spring fish are, in his opinion, Spring fish, 
the fish that went up the year before but one: thus — the fish winch go up in 1S40, return 
in January 1841 ; no more is seen of them that Summer; they become the Spring fish of 
1842, or the Winter fish of 1841. He has marked great numbers of fish, but without any 
satisfactory result ; he marked some with silver wire, but never caught them again. Is of 
[opinion that it is not possible for the fish to be recruited sooner than ten months after 
spawning. A great part of the Liffey Salmon is cut up for crimping. The Spring fish 
[have not the pea developed in December, January, February, March, and April. About 
nine years ago be went to the upper part of tbe river to look after the protection, and he Protection, 
'found that there was no such thing as a Salmon seen there. He then commenced letting 
them rim up ; and when he heard that Salmon were seen at Ballymore-Eustace, he began 
[to protect ; and from that time the fish increased in number. Every facility of passage for 
the fish will improve the fishery’. Obstacles in the river necessarily affect the time of 
spawning : because, if the fish be obstructed, they will not spawn so early as they other- Spawning, 
wise would. Frosty weather is the proper time for spawning, and the fish should there- 
fore be ready to advance upon the beds at that time. It is, therefore, of the utmost 
importance to give every facility to the early upward passage of the fish. It is possible to 
.prevent their getting up till January, and this has an injurious effect upon the progeny ; 
for early spawning produces a far superior progeny, if not an early produce. The tem- 
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II. porature also affects the. progeny; for if the spawn he deposited too late it will 
matured too soon. Spawn deposited in November will be matured, say in March by the 
natural course of the season ; but if deposited late-say in Jammrv-it trip be drivL to 

afWIlT, , } 't h ° m ^f Jcou f e 1 of tl, ° 80 “°»- H there were fish to go np to 
spawn after October he would extend tho season, but such is not tlie case The™ 

did t? ™ <ter f” 1 ? JJr ’ IGmherly, and others, reaped more advantage than he 

did horn protection. The bag net has been in use for the last ten yearn in the sea The 
inere “/ ^ •“•"** *•**«* m July 1833, was, that in 1842 ihere was an immense 
increase: but as the experiment was not repeated, tho fishing has not been so good since 
toltn’ WaT‘Ji'™ k ,S2 ’ J ’ ™ » mtlch better season ; there was four times as much fish 
tahen m 1848; tlie increase since 1825 has been four-fold. There has been no protection on 
tho river except what was extended by him ; he pays at present three watei Sifff Tb 
upper part of the Liffey flows through private deUmes^d thus 
hem going near the mer for the purposes of destruction; the demesnes me those of 
tioifS tees. e %? COnnOT ??“** ^ *” d Boberts. He has the^fal co opera 
^*4 gentlemen, and m return gives them the observance of the weekly Close 
remhrtoi ''"i’ facdlt )' *° th “ “P™ 1 passage of the flsli. The Island Bridge weir is 
' thfK, T ? f “ S “? daj ’ S ' f" M P‘ hhon they run short of water to wort them and at 
at time it is of no value to have it open, because the fish cannot get up There g 
cessation in the riui of large fish in April, or the beginning of Mav when the run of Pe 1 

EE- 

jf’sf a 

culien and Rallymore Eustace- tbere arJnnn^f s P a ™g grounds are between Kil- 
Concurs with the preceding witnesses as to the time ot spSfg^The it S' 1 " 0 ? 68 ’ 

months along with the IV, 1 Tl»« JUn ° i . Salmon S° u p m those 

so much so, that the fishing by common kw^n-ht* 7 ^ +»“ Au ? ust an(1 September; 
through the gates of the 4ir at SlS SZf ? CCaS0 ‘\ tllc «- A spent fisli can get 
the spents have been seen passing down tho « fe i lir l n S tb e Open Time. Not one of 
The Spent fish go p^ hTwe® a°to M tT W’ ** th F *° dow " “ floods, 
taken, they are thrown back Xto toe Z„ n *' that wIlc “ 8 P<mts are ’ 

”d att Srovelht 

Water, with a number of ST and on S’ “« H ° ?*? 0d “* ths «. GoS 
there, they replied they bad not 'There i« +t~ ? ?S“ , 1 du l the >’ over get Gravelling 
but none above the Poolaphuca Fall The dm, ^ r f ate ^ t Sundance of them in the river, 
than the breadth of theCr I of ovnion Z ****** * ^nger 

draught net, if the object be to let p A? P re8ent ™esh is too small in the 

take a four pound fish; and he thinkfit d^hlf 1 ?? P rosent ™sh would 

Is not an advocate for reducing the size of tlie mesb S1 ?® d bsb should be preserved, 

for all nets, both draught ffl? mesb 

large sized mesh; but he cannot get over the diffimbVw * h / r0Ut , e . 8ca P e trough the 
Salmon. The price of the fish has boon -ilwv, 0 { rom taking the small sized 

January fish to P be sold soL&nes for lT ^dS t a in 7 ?*?*&- ba * known 

make one season for the sea and tirlnnm, iw? i * £ ' for 3s ' a P ound - He would 

would do no injury to fish in the bm. S h0U * *5? entu ' e country ; and thinks it 
Ballyshannon fishery there aJe no Snriu. ii “ **»“** and J^uaiy. In the 

1st May ; while in the Bundrows/ wbirh Aa ^ •' fi + 1 d ? not °° U P tbere *B1 about the 

abundance of Spring fish. In two rive^^ “J 0 , the sam ® ba 7> there is a great 

not, the early fishery may he allowed in hntb ™, W llcb bas au earl y fishery, and the other 
and to effect this th«e ^ a Seaeon, 

no obstruction to angling on the iS early flsli go up farthest. There is 

enjoying that amusement ; but persons "o ut> ^ t0 * 860 any res pectablc person 
really to use the gaff. The rod S carried in 3r ,P ret ® nc ® of angling, when it is 

other; and with this more fish are SlwVtblv! ^ \ au i, a lou S ba rbed gaff in the 
should he altogether interdicted • first because thesel 1 ^ 16 str °keall, and spear, 

only be used where proliibited ; and se<Sr be^ a ?£T^ geUer ‘f Uy S P eaJdn S' can 
he catches. A great number of the fish bp i, S ° ” a ^ er rounds ten for the one 
hence, he wonlS SteiS 1° ™ ^of^ to 1™™^ Tl° f ‘ lM S?6ar u h 011 ^ ; and 
•hero can be any advantage derived from 
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obsorred Eela m tbe river, but there is no Eel fishery in it, Nets are sometimes used to 

Ka w Sr m ’-R ? th +i re Weir j n the river - There is a great run of white Trout at 

his wen. Before the late Act he used to take £20 or £30 worth in the year, but now he 

S®" 0 " 6 ; 5hp 1S gla i d ° f t 5 18 ’ be , caub 7 , i4 is Hkel y he sha11 get tliem when large. The 
following is the number and weight of the Salmon taken in the Liffey for three years:— 



3,029 



1841, 



Salmon. 

447 



Salmon. lbs. 

| 1842, 1,543 9,328 

This includes both Salmon and Perl. He does not think that twelve spents have been 
taken m his wen during all his time. He has a stake bag net and a hag net. £392 are 
the entire expenses of his fishery for the season ; this srnn includes labour, materials, and 
every thing except rent. His profit last year was very poor: his take in the tideway was 
fish wl Sh ; Slm °' aU * ie *i E • Were m the s< “- The ba S t»kes the bulk of the 

S»\-ed the fi h S fl l Lf 0 nTel '’ ™ tel ;- b » iliff “eiaed a hag net with Salmon in it, 
marked the fish and let them go; and in five days after they were canght at Island Bridge. 
He formerly had a prejudice against the bag net, but is now of opimbn that both it aid 
the stake net are desirable, because they wdl always catch fish; they are, indeed, very 
efficient instruments, and catch the best description of fish. The hag net is a very expen- 
sive mode of fishing; the implement itself is expensive ; it costs £12 or £io ; and it is 
liable to be lost He pays rent for his fishery at Poolbeg ; others fish there bv Common 
Law right, but it is objected to by Mi-. Keegan. He never got a shilling towards protec- 
tion from the lower men. ° r 



Second Day — Dublin, Wednesday, December 11, 1844. 

Mr. Worthington having offered himself for re-examination, as being desirous of giving 
some additional information on the subject of the injuiry, and as his evidence of the pre- 
vious day was not published in the newspapers, his request was acceded to, and the exami- 
nation resumed. 

•. oS 16 3 5r id ? ridg ° Wdl ' is n ? w 1 tke P ro P er ty of &e Messrs. Manders, to whom he sold it in 
1841 . They have since complied, in every respect, with the law, both by opening the gates 
at proper times, and not working on Sunday. He does not believe that they ever worked 
the mill on Sundays. There are four gates on the weir— one enters into the pond, there 
are two m the centre, and one m the waU next the factory. The second is the one that is 
opened. When the water is high it strikes the top of this gate, hut when of a moderate 
height the _ light can be seen through it. The parties who complained of the Messrs 
Manders wished all the gates opened, and these gentlemen said they would open any one 
but not all. He was examined as a witness; and he said that the middle gate, being the 
largest would probably be the Lest to have opened. The crotchets are put in ail the gates 
in the fishing season. “• 



Patrick M‘Eyitt here stated, that he had seen many spring tides, and the water did 
not go within six feet of the gate which Mr. Worthington wished to have opened. The 
other gate was more suitable, because it was on the natural bed of the river. Mr. Wor- 
thington wished to have that gate open which was next the weir, that it might bring the 
fish in to himself. ° 



Mr. Worthington would swear that the water comes within six inches of the sill of the 
middle gate, which he recommended to have opened. The fish can get up all with equal 
facility ; but he wishes the middle in preference to the far off gate, because the latter opens 
to poaching, and the middle gate, being near his residence, could not be shut down without 
his knowing it. 



Mr. Mulvany. — Could not your own servants close that gate, and thus do what you 
complain of others doing at the mill-race ? 

Mr. Worthington.— Yes ; but such a thing is less likely with that gate. 

Examination resumed. — The Island Bridge weir is no obstruction to the progress of the fish ; 
but those on the upper part, where the fish are obliged to lie for a month until the occurrence 
of floods, are the real obstacles on the Liffey. If the fish had perfect passes over the weirs 
they would run up twenty or thirty miles, hut not to the very high parts of the river. In 
reference to Crosthwaite’s factory, he wished to state, that he waited on the Messrs. Cros- 
thwaites at the time when the chemical matter, coming from their factory, injured the fishery, 
and represented to them the destruction which was produced by the gaseous matter which 
floated down the water. This was in 1838 ; and they, in the most handsome manner, had 
a reservoir constructed, into which the gas tar was turned. Is of opinion that this factory 
is now no injury to the fishery ; he used to find the gaseous matter on the water, but does 
not perceive any now. He heard that the tar which was collected in the reservoir used to 
be sold as a material for preserving wood. He has not seen the reservoir since 1838 or 
1839 ; it was staunch at the time ; and now he does not see any of the noxious matter on 
the water. If what M'Evitt stated yesterday, in reference to the spawn having been taken 
up parboiled, were represented to Mr. Crosthwaite, he would instantly remove the cause of 
complaint. He never prosecuted a man for angling ; the person alluded to yesterday was 
prosecuted for gaffing at a weir at Lucan. Is of opinion that an angler is an acquisition on 
a river. He wished to repeat, that the principal spawning grounds were at Ballymore and 
Kilcullen ; and that the protection on the river was most ample, in consequence of the 
assistance afforded by the gentlemen through whose demesnes the river runs. He thought 
it right to explain the word “ river,” as used by some of the witnesses. The Common Law 

0 
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right of fishing was exercised from half a mile below the Light-house to Poolbeg ; and the 
persons who fish there are in the habit of calling it the river ; whereas, it is more properly 
the channel or tideway. It is there only the seines are used. He has seen the fish pass 
up beyond the Salmon Leap, and yet they would not appear at Ballyinore and Kilcullen 
until the spawning time. The fish will not go up to the upper part of the river until a 
late period, nor would they if all the weirs were removed. 

To Patrick M'Evitt .— Witness had a man in his employment, named Henderson who 
raised the gate of Mr. Mander’s weir, but under Mr. Mander’s direction. He had no pro 
perty in the weir whatever; his man did nothing at the gates without the permission of 
the Messrs. Manders; and so much was the weir their property, and under their control 
that he had to ask permission of them to walk upon it. There was an arrangement between 
him and the Messrs. Manders hi reference to opening and shutting the gates. If there 
were 1,000 fish at Island Bridge weir on Saturday there would not be one there on Mon- 
day morning. On the 5th October last, he prosecuted and convicted two persons, M'Keon 
and another, for killing thirty and odd Salmon at Lucan weir. Catches fish on Friday and 
Saturday, and keeps them hi a pond, so that he may send them in to market early on Mon 
day morning; a great advantage is obtained by being able to have the fish in early on tbit 
morning. J 



William Campbell, sworn.— Is a fisherman, a millwright, and a native of Scotland 
Has been fishing in tins country about Blackrock and Booterstown these thirty-five years’ 
Fished mere m Scotland also. He took a lease of the fishery along the coast from 
Rmgsend to Blackrock from Lord Pembroke, but was obliged to discontinue it, for the 
people tinned out against him. Fished that fishery with seines for four years from 1818 
He first employed people from Rmgsend, but they turned out against him, and tore his 
KT f “ m i Soofl “ d ' lut * le P eo P le would not allow thorn to fish. 
Ho fished with state-nets also i and put up one which he afterwards sold to Lord Cloncinrv 
Lord Cloncurry has his fishery on the estate of Miss Byrne of Cabinteely. Witness is at 
present manager of Mr. Worthington's fisheries. After the lease of his stake-net fisheiw 
at Mantimo expired, helmed the bagnet, and he was the first person that brought till 
implement here about eight years ago. He fished with the hag net at the North Bull and 
was not ,u any way interfered with there, but he gave it up for want of succe™ 

wh«o fi f 1 ° -f ‘ ” 0W tisre was Ho laB Mr - Worthington's hag net now 

where he had it before on his own account ; and had successful fishing there last year 
He used to catch about seventy Salmon in a season when he fished the North Bull on his 
own account ; and when he fished the Liffey with seines he used to kid about 200 in the 
L"’ J i‘ the cholera he caught about 800 in the net in one haul. Began to set the 

baanetfoiMr.Borthingtonm January, 1841; it Btretches beyond low water mark Fishes 
only at one side oil both flood and ebb ; the fish are taken coming from the strand and 
going towards tho river. The net stood the entire season, and there was a very heavy sea 
chirm the entae time. He took from 600 to 700 Salmon last year in the ba/and stake 
bag nets. The bag net was placed 120 yards from the end of the wall ; Xl 1c SX L i 
S W.n °? a ” ule *“e ber “P- Ho catches the fish coming from the strand in the stake 

as well as m the bag net. Commenced to fish last year on the 22nd Wry and from 

March 60- AnrU ioXmo “ d . 8talte U Salmon ; Fcbnwy, 20 ; 

mdWmrt m i the S6 “’ n ut " ,llen ‘'“"I S° "P tio riTer Hmy bocomo bad. Was obliged to atm 

ismmsm 

of whieh^doefnot now mcoX J “? ^y ke tha ‘ “P™ 0 ” “ some bo «k. name 
weak dosoripfton of X but Xhen an -“.'.X t ,l r ^ “?° hea at 01,11 Lake a smaU 
abundance of lar^e fine fish with 5( . r 6r ]7 01 S01 *^ ei ty gale sets in, they catch a great 
milt Th! S u • , ™ seaJlce on them i these fish have only very small m or 

SSt by fte fagXf “ tS, S *? ■ *V woSoTbt Sight 

had by being in the fresh water ° The FpK nVei> a g f m f n Z ^ em wou hl have become 
The others do notbeSi 15 Fe ^uaxy and March Salmon are the primest of all 

in the early season Some men T 1 lL a +^ e ’ 1 e f^ e ^t, Kim ^ )erly ’ and he has been successful 
success. l/a Shk?Z-^ li Lti ed % ?? g T at but without any 

of the fish would uav him wel/ tJffi B bg ne * fislll ?S> he would consider that one-tenth 
know any yZ So? V3 S risk and ex Pense. *><>es not 
and before you get into deen water +1 i g ” 1 ° “^kelaad. ■Jhe sbores here are too shallow, 

ass rfSH 6 bS* !pi r 

— g it else. TereTeiSd Kt'AS 2 
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upon the cotraeu. Tie still net canid not be nsed from the Kino's Bridtrc The 

£hri5rSL“!.\S? r, “'* quantity‘s of frsh is not taken. He i S 

ich of tlio fish ; this 



£ UCG> ? pOSSib ! 6 ’ but ^y® etches for the approach of thoTsh ; thi^lT 
S T° °f labour, and a greater quantity of fish is caught by waiting for the ran. The fi-= 
can be more easily seen approaching, when the wind blows in the direction in which f 
WvW The f 0 ** usef uf le ^ h f or the leader of a bag not is thirty fathoms ; his^ 
S t/ 6 "-' bUt sll03 |‘ teQ rt . t0 ^tj in the coming season ; the length of the 

f P ^ dS 7 the si 1 uation - He had, at Blackroct, a stake net of 
two &n ^tTZ ha '? been better to have had 



tf, ? a t ers - , F arl of Hopetown ha^ ? 

chambers of which are forty or fifty fathoms asunder. If the leader be too 
iong before there is a chamber, the fish will fall off, and will not pursue it. He used to 
catch Tmbot and Mullet at Blackrock. In Scotland, nets of two feet deep are used fo? 
catching Turbot ; they are leaded and corked ; they are used in the deep water and have 
a very large mesh in which the fish become entangled. They are also in the liabh of 
setting a very strong net near the bag net, and thus succeed in catcliing numbers of Seals 
January is not too early for fislnng in tbe sea; the best season would he from the 1st 
January to the 10th August, but he thinks the hag nets should get a little time 
longer. The whole fishery in the bay and river produced from 5,000 to 7,000 Salmon 
W + wV + i 18 fimly coimnced > and le has been considering this sulrect a 
■I^toe.aatrflhenywwBre protected, passes made over the weirs; and the noxious 
not d ] schar S ed int0 th f ^er, the annual produce would, after five years, be 
50,000 Salmon, of an average weight of seven or seven and a half pounds. Fish endeavour 
to spawn m the Dodder, but the gravel there is too hard, ancl the spawn is destroyed. 
The average price of fish in Dublin, taking the whole season, is about Is. a pound. ‘ He 
has seen a yellow deposit on the ground, down so far as Poolbeg. The water in the Liffev 
is adidterated with noxious and deleterious substances, which arc most destructive to 
the fishery, The filth passing through the sewers of the city is also very injurious ; and the 
turmug oil of this and the other noxious matter in channels separate from the river, would 
most wonderfully benefit the fishery, and would, in his opinion, pav the expense incurred 
m the works necessary for this purpose, by the manure and chemical matter which would 
be obtained. At the gas works in Glasgow, tanks are made, in which the gas water 
is deposited ; the solid substance remains at the bottom, while tbe fluid oozes through the 
ground, and thus the river is not poisoned, and the fishery destroyed by this matter. The 
places from which the matter so destructive to the fishery of the Liffey proceeds are first 
atEmgsend , a sal ammoniac factory, which communicates with the Dodder; second "as 
works, near the draw bridge, Ringsend ; third, the new gas works on Sir John Rogcrson’s 
quay, communicating also with the Dodder; fourth, Jones’ vitriol manufactory, Cook’s- 
!ane near Bloody Bridge ; fifth, Henry’s factory, Island Bridge, at which an immensity 
oi vitriol is used ; sixth, the skinners establishments in Watling-strcet, where great quan- 
tities of lime are used; seventh, Darcy’s brewery, Thunder’s brewery, and Jameson’s 
distillery, which discharge wash, hot water, and grains, into the river ; eighth, the vitriol 
works, at Bailybough. Bridge, which are exceedingly injurious ; ninth, the filth of the several 
sewers ; and lastly, the soot which is thrown into the water by chimney sweepers, and 
which he has seen floating in heaps down the river. The fish go up the Tolka to spawn, 
hut there is a weir on that river which effectually stops their progress. -The surplus water 
of the two canals is a great benefit to the fisheries. 

Mr. Worthington observed, that he thought it would be injurious to facilitate the 
passage of the fish too high up the river, as ho conceived they would he destroyed for 
want of water. It was also a conviction of his, that a river can be overstocked with fish. 

William Leu/is, esq., agent to Lord Cloucurry, claimed, on the part of his lordship, 
permission to take white fish in a stake net, in the Close Salmon Season ; he would 
undertake that no Salmon or white Trout would be killed hi the net. 

Mr. Mulvany observed, that the application was made under the 39th section, and in 
order to obtain the necessary licence of the Commissioners, two things should be shown ; 
first, the existence of a prescriptive right, and secondly, that tho implement was such a 
one as would not damage the Salmon fishery. 

The following are the grounds of his Lordship’s claim, and the conditions upon which 
he proposes to use the weir : — 

Some time ago Lord Cloucurry. erected a stake net on the coast, between Blackrock 
and Kingstown, in the Bay of Dublin, full five miles from the Liffey, or any other Salmon 
fishery. It was intended for sea fish alone, of which it caught a large number, with an 
occasional white Trout or Salmon. Being on the border of a tempestuous sea, it could 
seldom be kept up more than three or four months — June, July, August, and September. 
In July 1844 it was thrown down, and Lord Cloncurry was forbid by the fishery laws to 
erect it again ; he was also desired to have the meshes of a size which allowed the escape 
of most sea fish, though not of Salmon. He would very willingly give security not to take • 
Salmon, or to take them for two or three months only, the sea fish being his object — such 
as Eels, Ilounders, Gurnets, Mackarel, and Codling. He once caught upwards of 800 
Mackarel in one tide. The take of Salmon never was so great as in 1844, with the 
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wide meshes, having caught nine Salmon in one tide. The number caught, June 1844, 
was 54 ; July, 113; August, to the 3rd, 6. Total number caught in the weir in 1844, 173. 

Richard O'Neill, produced by Mr. Lewis, sworn. — Has been steward to Lord Cloncurry 
these fourteen years. Had a stake weir since 1830 until five years since. It was put up 
again this year, in May, and was fished from that until August. There were upwards 
of 170 Salmon caught from May 'to August. The first Salmon was caught on the 
1st June, 1844, although the weir had been up the entire month of May. Caught 
Hake also, but not more than three or four in the season: but Conger Eels were 
taken in it of very large size, and in great quantities. Flounders, Plaice, Pollock, and 
Baice, were also caught. Has no account of the quantity of white fish which was caught ; 
but what was not used in the house was given to the men about the place. The net cost 
about £100, and there were several holes made in it since it was blown down. Never 
caught, in former years, more than eighty or ninety Salmon in it during a season. There 
lias been an addition put to it, which is a great improvement. June, July, August, and 
September, are the months in which the greatest quantity of white fish is taken. No 
white Trout or Mullet are taken, in consequence of the size of the mesh. They kill most 
Salmon in rough weather, but the net is then more liable to damage. There was a bag 
net, belonging to Sir H. Lees, set to the eastward of the stake net this year. 

William Cullen, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and fishes for Salmon, Mullet, and Flat fish, 
in Dublin Bay, from Blackrock to Poolbeg. Fishes with semes, and at low water, between 
the slack of the ebb and the first of flood. Never drifted for Salmon on half ebb ; nor 
does he use seines for casting in the deep water, and hauling the Salmon into the boat. 
Fished in K il li n ey Bay for a fortnight, in the month of February, and did not catch a fish. 
He could set a bag net out from the land, in the deep sea. Had one this year in the Bay; 
the leader was about 100 yards from the Light-house, and was not attached to the land. 
He considered he had a right to fish with the bag net, without any permission from any 
proprietor of land opposite which the engine was fixed. 

Dir. Mdlvany here thought it right to explain the Act, in reference to the bag net ; and 
having read and commented upon the 18th and 19th sections, he admonished the witness 
upon the course he was pm-suing, and the danger to which he was exposing himself. 

Examination continued. — Is of opinion that the present mesh is too large, and that a 
mesh of eight inches all round would best suit all purposes. He saw a five pound Salmon 
escape through the present mesh. Shoots his net out of a boat, in a half moon line. 
Cannot tell the quantity or price of the fish he has taken in a season. Began to fish with 
the bag net, . in the Bay outside the Light-house, in the month of February, but did not 
catch much fish then. June was the best month, but he thinks that February was not 
properly fished. Thinks there was a great deal more Salmon taken by each net in 
1843 than in 1844, but that there was more on the aggregate taken in the latter year, 
because there were more persons fishing. He fished in August, and got as good fish then 
as in any other part of the year. Did. not fish late in August, because the quantity of 
Salmon fell off so much at that time that the fishing would not pay. The price was bad, 
aud the quantity taken 6mall ; but if the price were as good as in March, it would be 
worth while to fish late in August. Is of opinion that the present Close Season, from 
the 12th February to 20th August, is the best. Mullet come in large quantities in 
February, March, and April; they are not so plenty in June, July, and August. He has 
taken 1 ,500 Mullet in one haul, and 3,000 at another ; this was at the lake, in Sandy- 
mount. Witness thinks he might go to Sidney, only for the 3 d section of the Act. 

Patrick M‘Evitt said, that he considered Campbell was right in his calculation about 
the quantity of fish taken in the whole river. He also wished to inform the Commissioners 
that the steamers— when they began to run in great numbers, in 1825 — used to frighten 
the fish very much ; they used often jump out of the water and be killed on the bank ; but 
now they had become so accustomed to the packets that no matter what number was run- 
ning they were not in the least disturbed. 

.Mi’. Clements thought that S d. was the fairest average price per pound in the Dublin 
market, considering the few sold at 2s. and 2s. 3d., and the short time that this price was 
paid. r 

Mr. Worthington expressed a similar opinion ; and Mr. Mulvany having called upon 
t lose present to forget their former differences, and co-operate in forming a protective 
association for their general advantage, the Liffey Inquiry terminated. 



No. 1. Letter from Robert Worthington, Esq., on the subject of the Close Season. 

Fishery, Island Bridge, January 29th, 1845. 

The subject of the Close Season for Salmon has occupied, for a long time, my most serious atten- 
lon , an do not hesitate to state it as my opinion, that a uniform Close Season for all rivers, com- 
ease 0 ' 0 ” aU< * tcrrmnatin S at a Lte period, will not satisfy the public, or meet the exigencies of the 

As this question will be, and ought to be decided upon public grounds rather than with reference 
puSic^bearing tS ' * aC * S aa< ^ ar £ uments I shall now submit shall have reference to the subject in its 

1 am aware that a strong opinion is entertained in the quarter where the decision will be made, of 
a con raij en eney ; but, having often seen, in the highest tribunals of the land, the preconceived 
opinion ot the court given up to argument or to evidence, I enter upon the subject with the full per- 
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suasion, that the Commissionere (who have not yet concluded their inquiry) will decide thk important 
question according to their final convictions, and not according to any preconceived opinion. 

I shall endeavour to examine the matter methodically, and to compress my observations as much as 
possible. 

I shall first compare the advantages with the disadvantages of a uniform Close Season, and see 
where the balance lies. 

The sole advantage that I can discover of a uniform Close Season is, that it affords facilities to 
detect offenders, and to. prevent fishing in the Close Season, since wherever a Salmon is found in pos- 
session in Close Time (if the Close Season be uniform) it must have been illegally obtained. 

I will not underrate this advantage — it is a clear and manifest advantage ; but my argument is, that 
it is a good purchased at infinitely too dear a price ; and that the advantage is altogether outweighed 
and outbalanced by the disadvantages that attend it. 

, The disadvantages of a uniform Close Season, commencing late and ending late, are — 

1st.. The final bar that will be placed to the improvement of the fisheries, which nothing can restore 
to their former productiveness but a Close Season commencing early. 

2.ndly. The public will be deprived of an article of food for a month or two each year, without any 
equivalent whatever, except the advantage above referred to, which is merely an advantage in the 
administration of the Law ; whereas, the disadvantage adverted to in this paragraph is a direct and 
positive injury to the public. 

I conceive that, the Commissioners, when their inquiry shall be concluded, will have no doubt that 
there are many rivers where a prime article of food, namely, early new-run Salmon, can he got when 
they are not to be got at all in various other rivers. I again instance Ballyshannon, one of the chief 
fisheries of Ireland, producing several tons of Salmon per day during the fishing season ; they com- 
menced formerly on the 1st May, and, although they can now commence upon the 12th February, 
yet they do not commence until about the 1st May; the reason is, there are no Salmon there uutil 
about the mouth of May, whereas in numerous other rivers the fishing is nearly over in May ; they 
stopped fishing at Ballyshannon formerly on the 12th August, and now stop on the 20th August: 
now, here is a proof that the great disparity is at the commencement, namely, when the rivers can 
commence fishing and not when they should close ; the time at which they should close is universal, 
but the time at which they should commence depends entirely upon the time the new-run of fish resort 
to certain rivers and coasts ; this distinction nature has undoubtedly made. That such a distinction 
exists, and the difficulties it has given rise to, may be seen in all the Acts of Parliament upon the 
subject for two centuries. Nature has distinguished between early and late rivers, and it is in vain 
for man to seek to unite them — it is a refusal of the gifts of Providence to prohibit fishing in early 
rivers without an adequate reason, and the reason given appears to me to be wholly insufficient. 

3rdly. The third disadvantage of a uniform Close Time, commencing and ending at a late period, 
is, that it actually uproots and confiscates property to a large amount, namely, the early rivers, with- 
out any com nensurate advantage to the public. This, I consider, in a public point of view, as it is 
certainly of public importance that private property should not be injured or assailed without a com- 
mensurate public advantage. I again point attention to the only advantage attained, namely, a 
facility to detect poachers, and which poaching or fishing in Close Season 'an be prevented by other 
means. 

4thly. A fourth disadvantage of a uniform Close Season, commencing and ending at a late period, 
is, that it will please neither party, and will eventually displease the public ; the early rivers will con- 
sider that they commence and stop too late, and the late rivers that they commence and stop too 
early ; and this will be the result whatever period be selected, unless experiment shall have brought 
the matter to proof, and the public will be dissatisfied at being deprived of a prime article of food, 
namely, early new-run Salmon, without a clear equivalent or advantage, the only advantage being a 
facility to prevent poaching. 

5thly. A fifth disadvantage of a uniform Close Season, commencing and ending at a late period, 
existed at alL events this year. Her Majesty had Severn Salmon on her table on the 7th of January 
last, as stated in the newspapers. Now, it was a statuteable offence in Ireland to have Salmon in 
possession this year until the 12th February. If this inequality be continued, it will not be considered 
“justice to Ireland it is giving a distinct advantage to English produce and to English markets. 

6thly. A sixth disadvantage of a uniform Close Season is, that it will prolong discontent and agita- 
tion amongst those engaged in fishing, whether upon public or private rights. The question of the 
Close Season is one that intimately affects the profits of all those engaged in fishing, as in some rivers 
the season is over when in others it is only beginning. If this matter were now settled equitably, and 
were eventually settled as experiment and proof should direct, all parties would then harmonize and set 
themselves to further the objects of the Fishery Act, instead of making it, as now, an object of. cavil ; 
but this state of tranquillity cannot be attained if the early fisheries are to be sacrificed for an imagi- 
nary, or at least for a wholly insufficient reason. 

Lastly. I come lastly to a most important consideration, namely, the disadvantage that will arise to 
the public (if a uniform Close Season be now fixed) in not bringing to the test of experiment the 
conflicting opinions that are entertained upon the subject of a late or early Close Season. A great 
philosopher has said that knowledge is only to be acquired by experiment and demonstration. I shall 
presently show that an experiment upon the subject of the Close Season has never been tried by 
Parliament, and that it can be now tried effectually under the eye and sanction of the Commissioners. 
The whole body of the legislation upon the subject shows that for the last two centuries this question 
has been under discussion, but has never been brought to the proof. The 8th Geo. I., cap. 7, fixed a 
uniform Close Season commencing 1st August. Had legislation stopped there, the experiment would 
have been tried, but the proviso, in a subsequent section, neutralized the effect, and allowed parties to 
fish whenever they pleased. So the 31st Geo. II., cap. 13, fixed a uniform Close Season commencing 
the 12 th August, but the extension of the period, subsequently made, destroyed the effect. So the 
present Act fixes the 20th August, and the same process of extension is sought to be brought into 
.operation. Now I consider the question to he decided is this : whether the uniform Close Season for 
all Salmon fisheries should commence at an early period — say the 1st of August, or. at a late period — 
say 1st September or 1st October. The precise termination of the Close Season is of infinitely less 
importance, but for two centuries it has been a question whether the Close Season should commence 
1st of August, or at a much later period ; and I say that this question has never been tried or brought 
to the test of experiment. 



Appendix, No. 1L 

The Liffey. 

No. 1 — Letter from 
Robt. Worthington, 
esq. 

Advantages of 
uniformity. 



Disadvantages of 
uniformity. 
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Appendix, No. II. 



No*’, I have already put forward my sworn testimony that, in my belief, the fisheries of Ireland 
77 rvr can never be restored but by stopping all Salmon fishing on the 1st of August. I have stated on 

lc my oath, that I believe the migration of spawning Salmon from the sea to be over in August. I'find 

No, i Letter from l,ie sai pe opinion put forward by various parties in numerous parts of Ireland, in evidence before the 

Robt.' Worthington, Commissioners. I find it in the only printed report I have, that of the Coleraine meeting, pao- e 30 
esq. ’ where the witness says, “ I think the 12th August is the proper time to commence the Close Season* 

and that the Salmon would be far more productive if they were allowed to go up from the 1 2th 
August. It is witness’s opinion that the great run of the fish is over on the \2th August.” Now 
when persons engaged in fishing give this testimony, its sincerity and truth cannot be questioned for 
Salmon are always abundant at the commencement of August, and persons engaged in fishino- could 
only wish to be restrained from killing them at that time from the conviction of its great necessity 
there never was a greater mistake than to suppose that there is any danger of too many Salmon 
going up our rivers to spawn ; the undoubted cause of the decline of our fisheries is, that too few 
go up. 

If, 120 years ago, the legislature of Ireland, composed of pei-sons who knew' the fisheries personally 
thought that Salmon fishing should bo stopped upon the 1st August, how much more necessary is it 
now, when such vast improvements have been made in the modes of catching them, making it almost 
impossible for a Salmon to escape all through the season, the modem bag nets and stake nets thinning 
them in the sea before they even reach their rivers, where they are again swept off by every improved 
mode of river fishing. J “ 

It is an undoubted mistake to suppose that the 20th August is an early commencement of the Close 
Season. The latest uniform Close Season fixed by any of the Irish Acts, was the 12th August • hut 
the 8th of Geo. I., cap. 7, fixed 1st August. Days a‘t this period are of the utmost importance I 
consider the 20th August to he a very late commencement of the Close Season, and the “ wisdom of 
our ancestors” is in, favour of my opinion. _ But others think differently, and, whether ri^ht or 
wrong, misled or deceived, it is not to be denied that opinions upon the subject are conflictin'^ 5 
What, then, is to be done ? I answer, and respectfully submit, that it is the bounden duty of the 
Commissioners, since the Legislature has left it in their hands, to bring this matter to the test of 
experiment— to try the question, and decide it, not by opinions, but by proof. I most sincerely 
believe that this experiment, if tried, will be attended with the most signal results. J 

My suggestion, therefore, is, that the Commissioners should fix a general Close Time, to commence 
and end at such a period as they think fit ; and then declare, that certain rivers, being “ early rivers " 
should commence fishing one calendar month before the general fishing season, but that such early 
nvers should cease fishing upon the 1st day of August, the “ early rivers” to be such as applied for 
that purpose, or such as the Commissioners, from the evidence before them, considered to he “ early 
rivers.” By this means all parties, and the public, would be satisfied, and an experiment of the 
utmost magnitude and importance would be performed under the eve and sanction of the 
Commissioners. 

Rljr firm belief ii. that a uniform Cion Season would result from this experiment, as I have no 
shadow of doubt that if the emly rivers be stopped fishing on the 1st August, iu those rivers an effect 
so astounding will be produced, that all parties, the Commissioners, the public, and the proprietor, 
of lot, noon too will con o forward to call upon the Legislature to fix a uniform C\oJ Season for 
all the rivers of Ireland, commencing the 1st August. 

: In ^conclusion, I would earnestly and respectfully intreat the Commissioners to try this experiment 
I would stake my hie upon the result ; he Icew that by steering due west he would 



come upon the load ; and without claiming to be a discoverer (for this’ discovery was made b,°Z 
Legislature 120 years ago), I know that if Salmon fishing he stopped on the 1st August, our nvers 
thl r 3“°i“d*T T*’ r? V ,t i 1 1 Salmon will he the food of the poor, as S formerly, and 

: 1 (which doubt I know to be entertained by many imaged in fishmg) is 
whe&er^lbs glut ot ^Salmon will increase or lessen the profits of us fishing people. * 



If this experiment be tried, and the result be as above stated, to the Comnhsrioners will the merit 
be awaided for having silted, tried, and analyzed a mass of conflicting evidence ; for having discrimi- 
Snt e6 £ th ® s * ateme Bts of error or of selfishness, between proof and assertion ; for having 
adopted the true test, that of experiment; and for havin'*-, to the lasting hrmpHt 
^3 k . t _. t0 . a .f a ^ sfact0rj dccis i 071 a question which has been wavering indoubt and difficult? for 



nearly two centuries. 



Robert Worthington. 



No. 2.— Letter from Robert Worthington, Esq., to J. R. Barry, Esq. 



No. 2 — Letter from 
Robt. Worthington, 
esq., to J. R. Barry, 
esq. 

Question of Close 



„ 1 'isnery, island Bridge, December 1st, 1845. 

F»P*r, th, following 

com.LL™f„m. L £&i„ N „! rt \ Spjaa- “'1 

zealously; and so impressod am I with these feelings, and S thfdifflo,*;] V / 
Commissioners, (hat whatever may he their decide! or wSUr eoume { m 1 b f 

r.£,°;S r e " a - dedsi »» -Ht-*— 
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A ”" u - 

no direct or So bT*Sd! ’ vMe q "* tion “ * 1 ‘ b J rblt « of wild. 

the T m!oSSfo?(vTi “f ,T re ' J bj *5» ™' io » s cad. dragging different wavs, but b, M °' 2— belter fro» 

■* l 'e sea coast. 



— — ....1 coasts; and also bv j 

i different parts of the kingdom, or in their junction with q ’’ t0 R ‘ Bar Ti 



»t!l^^ n0tWit ^- Standing - eV f y T <lifficult 7 5 1 stUl thinfc that a uniform season wiU never ponnanentlv 

S2: f3“SrS‘Sff a “ “ !h d r ; b n ™“ ” hioh - “ d * h « iiSiSS 

i.tS“ T IS" 0 *’ “ d anl “ S b0 oottled now, nothing has 

■Viewing the subject in all its bearings, I think that a different season for early and late rivers is 
unavoidable, and is the only way m which the question can be adjusted; with this impression and 
viewing the .matter in every possible shape in which I can survey it, it appears to me 73 due 

end^'^Tl^th^r^^h^Ai^st'^amra t SeaSOn /° r 1 earl 7 rivers > commencing 10th or 12th January, and 
end nf nth Z ill qT ’ for late rivers commencing 10th or 12th February, and 

made? ^ 1 b Se I Jtemb cr, will be a better settlement of the question than any other that can be 

and'yourself t0 **“* COnclusion ’ of sources of information are derived from Sir. Mulvany 

have .P° inted out > a PP e “ to me, though great, to he of less magnitude 
tnan others that will arise from a uniiorm season. 

T a “ d h “ fro “ “7 t0 increase to the Commissioners the perplexities 

latf™ f ’ b f * 0t he P P omtin S to tlie anomaly that will arise if the Commissioners fix a 
and V° r el f ly f, VerS ’ $a ? a “ termicatin = lst or 15tb September. Petitions to Parliament, 
and reflations at public meetings will put forward this novel case— that various parties are desirous 
to r„f 1 | TT’ bat *® Commissioners compel them to fish them out— that proprietors desire 
If f °. a “ fc 1 A “P st > but th ® Commissioners force them to fish on until September— the parties 
seekin to stock their rivers, the Commissioners compelling them to destroy all their breeding fish, 
season ^ W0Uld ^ a n ° Vel com P labt in ^land, but must inevitably result from fixing a uniform 

istly,— -Having a period of four well selected months for Close Time in all rivers, and five months 
lor each river, would, m my humble judgment, give full protection to all the Irish Salmon fisheries. 

I he second objection pointed out by Mr. Mulvany and yourself is a more perplexing one, namely, 
the contiguity to each other, of early and late rivers in some localities ; still, in my judgment, it is 
infinitely less embarrassing than the objections that exist to a late uniform season, which, "beyond all 
question, must consign many of the fisheries of Ireland to ruin. 

The manner in which this difficulty may be met, (with due defereuce to better judgments,) would 
be by giving the suitable season to each river so circumstanced, and appointing to the estuary and sea 
coast adjacent, the late season ; this would be the fullest measure of justice to the early river so 
circumstanced, that it was capable of receiving. If those concerned complained at all, their complaint 
should be, that the Commissioners had not effected an impossibility, but it would certainly satisfy them 
better than the un form season, which would be ruinous to them; neither do I think that it would 
much injure such early river, (which would be still protected for half a mile from its mouth,) because 
the shoals of fish in the sea, at the latter end of the season are broken, and they are more inclined to 
go in pairs, lor which reason the bag or stake net is not then so efficient ail engine as at other periods 
ot the season. , 1 

But the great and startling difficulty which presents itself to the Commissioners, will be to make 
any decision that will destroy any of the rivers of Ireland (of which they are the fraud conservators), 
by compelling them to fish until all their breeding fish are destroyed. 

Should any such decision be come to, Government would be called upon, to compensate the owners 
ot those fisheries, which were sacrificed for the public good, and this would give rise to fresh 
difficulties. 

For all these reasons, I respectfully submit that the question of Close. Season in Irelanl cannot 
now, or at any time, be equitably or permanently settled by a uniform season. 

Believe me to be, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

Robert Worthington. 

J. Redmond Barry, esq. 



2fo. 3. — Letter from Mr. Kimberly, to Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. No. 3 Letter from 

9th January, 1845. to 

Sm,— The first day of the examination M'Evitt was not correct' with respect to the number that ' ‘ 11 va " y ’ 

were seining at Poolbeg. In the year 1313 there were only three, Curry, Farry, Kimberly, who 
being successful induced others to seine last year, when no less than eleven seined — Patrick Cullen, 

Irishtown; Bent, Ringseud; Farry, Ringsend; Cunniam, liingsend; Day, Irishtown; Kiernuu, 
mshtown; Patrick M'Evitt, Parkgate-street ; Langan, Oiontavf; James Galvin, Lower Abbey- 
street; 11. Wortliington, Island Bridge; F. E. Kimberly, Capel-street ; each of them had a boat and 
a crew consisting of between six to ten men, and their seines were from three to four hundred 
yards long. 

I remain, Sir, with great respect, 

F. E. Kimberly, 134, Capel-street. 

Wm. T. Mulvany, esq. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




104 



APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF 



Appexdis, No. II. Evidence taken, before Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at London- 
derry, on Thursday and Friday, the 16th and 17th January, 1845. 



Subject of Inquiry. — Tre Rivers Foyle, Faughan, Roe, and all their Tributaries, 

AND ALL OTHER SALMON RlVERS TERMINATING IN LOUGH FOYLE. The RlVERS 

Rathmelton, Leannan, Swilly, and all other Salmon Rivers flowing into 
Lough Swilly, together with Lough Swilly and Lough Foyle, and the Sea 
Coast adjoining from Fan ad Point, West of Lough Swilly, to Magilligan 
Point, County Londonderry. 



Mr. Mulvany having concluded his address. Sir James Stewart observed, that in con- 
sequence of the statements which had just been made, in reference to the benefits arising 
from the observance of the Close Season in Scotland, he had no objection to try the 
experiment in his fishery for three years. Although at present convinced, that by such a 
course, he would lose three months of his most profitable fishing ; yet, when he saw it 
adopted by others, who had forty-fold a greater interest in fisheries than himself, he was 
willing to try the results which would be consequent on the observance of the present 
Close Time, for three years. If, at the end of that period, these results proved unfavour- 
able, he expected that he should have the benefit of a re-inquiry. 

Mr. Mulvany said, that he and Mr. Barry were of opinion that there would be no 
difficulty about such an inquiry at the time, and under the circumstances of which Sir 
James spoke. 



Rathmelton Fishery. 



The llathmelton. 



Produce. 



Charles Lotjxie, sworn. — Is clerk to Mr. Watt, of Rathmelton, who holds the fishery at a 
rent from Sir James Stewart. Sir James and his employer divide the profits between 
them, after paying the expenses. He is eight years in his present situation, and keeps 
regular accounts of the produce of the fishery. Receives the return from a person in the 
confidence both of Sir J. Stewart and Mr. Watt. He has kept the accounts himself but 
one year. The following is a true return. It gives the number of Salmon taken at the 
Rathmelton fishery, in 1842, 1843, and 1844, reckoning the year from each 1st November 
previous : — 



Months. 




1842. 




184 






1844. 


No. of 


Gross 


Gross sum 


No. of 


Gross 






Gross 






Salmon. 


Weight. 


received. 


Salmon. 


Weight. 


received. 


Salmon. 


Weight. 


received. 


November, 


64 


lbs. 


£ s. d. 


87 


lbs. 


£ 5. d. 




lbs. 


£ s. d. 


December, 


106 








395 






66 






January, . 


73 


— 





150 







66 






bebruarv, 


84 








58 












March, . 


81 


— 





78 







72 






April. ■ 


87 


— 





221 







•79 






May, 


42 


— 





62 














181 


— 


— 


166 







272 






July, 


285 


— 




219 


— 




154 


— 


— 




1,003 


8,523 


395 13 0 


1,436 


12,399 


547 11 7 


781 


7,954 


221 7 6 






Prices per Month. 





Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Feb. 1 


March. 


April. 


May. 




July. 




d. 


d. 


d . 


d. ! 


d. 


d. 


d. 


d. 




1842, 


12 


15 


15 | 


15 


15. 


15 




6 | 






15 


— 







10 


8 








1844, 


1 ~ 


— : 


— 


_ 


. — 




4 







This return, as far as it relates to 1842 and 1843, is extracted from the books kept by 
Ins predecessor, who is now dead ; it is a true and faithful extract. Of the 395 fish caught 
in December 1843, none were in an advanced state of pregnancy : but whenever such 
were taken, they were thrown back into the water. He has charge of the fishery. He 
did not open the December fish, of which he speaks, but he would easily know a breeding 
fish by its spots. IS o fish are sold by wholesale in November and December. The fish 
caught then are kept in large ponds, till January. Mr. Kelly pays at present 13d. per 
pound in January, and the same m February, March, and April. He used to pay 15d., 
but bir James lowered the price in consequence of the tariff, as the contractor could not 
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wet the same price now as before. There is a Queen’s gap in the weir, and it has been AwK mix, N o. It. 
there Bince the late Act passed— during the last two years. He cannot tell the -width of Thg RcthmeUon 

this gap. Provisions have also been made for the observance of the weekly Close Time. 

Directions were given that the weir should be opened every Saturday night, and a round observnnce of tie 
iron was fixed into it, by means of which the gate could be raised at that time. law. 

Charles Kelly, sworn. — Is a dealer in fish, and lives at Rathmelton. Buys all the fish of 
the Rathmelton river, and also some of the Lackagh and Letterkenny fish. He does not 
wet any fish in November, nor does he get them till he is is going to export — that is, at the 
latter end of December. The fish which he gets then, and which have been hung in the 
pond, are as good as those caught in January and February, but the skin may be a little 
affected. He never sold an unsound fish. He has frequently opened the fish, and observed 
their condition internally ; the pea is never large in winter fish, but the pea and milt are 
large in the fish taken in August. The fish is more merchantable in November and 
December than in May, June, and July. The Grawls are more numerous in the latter 
month. The fish are in very prime condition in March, but there is no time at which they 
are in better season than November. He pays lad. a pound in November, and the same Prices, 
price up to the 1st February : the next price is 10tZ., which continues till 1st May, thence he 
pays 8 d. and 6 d ; the price falls off in July, in the English market, and in August it is not 
worth while to export. Some Peal arc had in the latter end of May, but they are gotten Peal, 
in the greatest quantity from the 20th June to the 12th July. The Peal are from three 
pounds to six pounds weight, and the Winter fish from seven pounds to fifteen pounds ; an 
odd one may be eighteen or nineteen pounds. He saw one above twenty pounds, but 
such an occurrence is very rare. He never gets any spent fish, and he would know a spent ■ P e, ‘ s - 
quite easily, although it might be silvery in appearance. He gets only a few white Trout Trout, 
from Rathmelton, but receives a good many from the draught nets in the tideway, bn- 
James has no stake net, nor is there one from his fishery down. Witness sends his fish Market, 
first to an a^ent in Liverpool, and it is thence transmitted through the country. He has 
an ice-house^ and exports almost all his fish ; but if any gentleman in the neighbourhood 
wants any, he sells it to him at the Irish market price. There is no Eel fishery m the 
Rathmelton. He does not know any difference between the Rathmelton and the Letter- 
kenny fish ; but there is a slight difference between them and the fish of the Lackagh. He 
believes the fish are in better season in November, December, and January, than in May, 

June, and July. He sometimes cooks the fish for his own use, and finds them more curdy 
and much better in the former than in the latter months. 

Edward Hillanan. sworn.— Is a fisherman, and lives at Rathmelton; fishes at the town 
and down the river. He formerly fished at the cutts, but has not done so for the last three 
years. He begins boat fieling on the 1st May, and from that time to the 10th, they s 
eatch the old fish.* They begin to get the Grawls about the 10th May. About the 1st 
August Hie breeding fish ire first observed to go up. The weir used always to be opened **** — 
on the 1st August, and set again at the latter end of October The spentt come down 
mostly in March and April ; some few are coming down now ; the great bulk descend in 
April and they are all gone in May, or the close of April. I ry first come down in March, 
and they continue doing so during that month and April ; generally speaking, all are down 
in May The spents are always let past the weir, either by opening the heads of the cutts 
and allowing them to pass through the gills, or mseales ; or by being taken up with a net, 
and put over at the other side of the weir. The wood grating has been always on the Cam. 

There is a Queen's gap in the weir, and it has been there for the last two years ; it reaches at .1. 

down to the bottom of the river, and is about eight feet wide. It is placed in the mam 
Carry and the fish can go down through it, and could pass down through it a week ago 
Therails are taken up on Saturday night ; lie a not present when the rails are rinsed, but 
he sees them up on Sunday. They do not take the gillB away during the Close Tune, as 
there is no necessity for it. Ho knows nothing of the epawm^g of^fijib.^Gets no large 



tuere is no necessity im “.o ■ -o r - a v , ,, n t 

fisb after May, with the exception of a few, which may come with the Grawls. 

Francis Buchanan, sworn.— Is a water-bailiff. Lives at Killigs, near Church-hill, .and 
watches the river about Gartan Lough. He also looks after the other men; and employed 
the entire year round. Fish first rood in the spawning ground ^ 



thev rood about the same time above and below the Lough, and never before the 1st 
November. They are done spawning about the 12th December; he never saw an mstance 
after that time, and he has been seven years employed as water-keeper. He knows the 
entire river both in the upper and lower parts ; but as to tune of spawning, he speaks 
onlv of that part of the river down to Kilmacrennan Bridge. There is no fishing, except 
for Trout iuGartan Lough ; nor is there any angling, except by gentlemen, who obtain 
(L?to 1 so The first time he observes the Fry, is in April; they commonly take , a bad. Motion, 
but not a flv and the little boys would then catch them m great abundance, if allowed , 
all are gone down in May. Spents go down the first floods after spawning ; immediately 

s: 

but boys would have a better opportunity of destroying them there, lheie aie Eels m 
* The large sized fish. p 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Appendix, No. II. 

The Rathmelton. 
Eels. 

Observance of Close 
Time. 



Observance of law. 



The Hoe. 



Protection. 

Spawning. 
Modes of fishing. 



Spawning. 






Pishing time. 



Spawning. 

Migration. 



Obstacles. 

Spents. 



06 APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF 

Charles Kelly re-examined— Ho used to get the Letteifeajnv fiSfafftf t0 8pawn - 
Got some m prime order iu November ; they were token biSrif 1 the T e “r round, 
loop nets ; this is a species of net fixed on a^ree fmme Z,UhJf7 V ‘ ™ d Cau 8 ht 
channel while usinff it Tliev ntrli mnm nv,™i r ? i *, ame \ IY 1 tlle fishermen stand iii the 
They let none pass’ that ” Member 

only what are good. Some Attention his been ™if tl* d bu * ' 1C bn ^ 

omf of *1 T^ h ’ 0 fP ml y « Wore. The fish, hi W be<Ai to * t’* * 

is ratheX tl'SLZ, *2 ' S ££*£ 

The Roe. 

«& — H M been bred 

.0 the bridge, 1 ™ the do™ *£ oHE Bel **}**£? S& down 

spawning- beds yesterday in that place before the TO }' 8 ™T ^ orfc -> r Salmon on the 

nets, nor cribs on this river but the w L ^ter rose. There are no cutts, staff 
mouth and the bridge. Is employed to wiM?^ 6 a stake net between the Roe 
Season. Tliero are several different «-entlemen 1 ^ ie an nual Close- 

mouth of the river and the biSge-thafif ab^vP £ hauI nets between £ 

Mocpt Mr. flags, who fishes near the mouth There^S h"* M on<J fi Aes beI °w,it, 
regard to rights of fishing below the bridae k.h ™ bee , !1 some disputes with 

water Observes the goo’d fishto comiSin, m atd t V'I 8 ? p tto loa ? «"%» good 
net fishing before June. They smaller d Jul Y’ bnt not sooner. There is no 

pounds weight. The largeiSTmlS not TiZt*'’ ¥" ft °“ '-“2 
up at this time. The pea begins to swell Xfoveinber 1 , b !’ c , odll, S ** that go 

aie most commonly breeding fish, but the pea Snot fit 5 lsh , w!ndl 8° up in August 
hooding does not commence till the week before Christ. * . 1 “ lai i eo as in November, 
sooner m the higher pa*. T!lcre e Te V eiw ™ “ ** Ius T la00 . ^ commences 

Bock toDungrvcn, and the fish rood thore^ month^aS 81 ' 0 ”^ !™ n tho Ca ™k 
tune he saw spawning about his t»W w nE „ + r° eailicr than with hnn. The latest 
below the leap, in January. His opinion is that^KT**? • t f° grcatcst number spawn 
August, would spawn above, J tCZZin S ° V “ J ™. -Wj, aS 
h-'ii'r' ’ ’i does not become perceptibly^ swollen until J^ 18 . 38 110 * ^'gcr than bis little 

■ b£nit d £ ; h ,° 8aw . th ? m Ws, along with the ky The Vrv Y? f POnt “- <loW11 3,1 

5?^=SSS»-?=..s= 

SfiSS" Tp Ung ***» 13tl J«lt IsSdtSYT forM f- Lano - He 

mmmmm 

slw • t sS?— -s 

immmrmmm 
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sworn. — Is, and has teen for the last twenty years, general superintendent of the upper , . 

part of the Foyle. The fishery extends to within half a mile of Lifford, and is entirely 
carried on by draught nets ; these are from 100 to 300 yards in length. Where the small Draught nets. 



nets are used, the river is about sixty yards in width. If restricted as to the lengtn of the 
nets there would be no chance of efficient fishing, as it is- necessary that the net should 
have a good bosom. He employs from seven to eight draught nets between Deny bridge 
and Lifford, and additional ones are used in case of floods. When in full work about 100 
men are employed in draught net fishing ; and there is one boat to each net. He com- 
mences to fish in April if the weather he favourable. He tried the draught net in the Fishing time, 
latter end of March, but was unsuccessful. There are little cribs above on Lord Aberconf s 
land, which catch the fish that pass up in the floods. There was a Close Season on this Former Close Time, 
river before the late Act ; it commenced on the 1st September for proprietors, and the 
12th August for the public. He secs the spent® in March and April in great numbers ; the 
longer they remain in the water the more declined they become ; their heads become quite 
lar^e as they decline. There are some mills oil the river which obstruct the free passage Obstructions, 
of the fish, but he cannot say that they arc great obstructions. The early fish push on to 
the head of the river, and get into the large branch, where they remain till spawning 
time. Is of opinion that the fish which go up first spawn first, but a great many of those Spawning, 
that "O up are caught above, ne would like to have even the good fish preserved above. 

He never questions the rights of those who have -right ; the injury to the fishery is not 
done so much bv this class as bv those who have no rights. The water-bailiffs are under 
Ms charge. Hooding commences in the upper part of the river early m November ; m 
the remote tributaries it takes place from the 20th November to the 20tli December. 

There was spawning last week in the upper waters, and sonic few spawned this year near 

Strabane, in consequence of the great dryness of the season : but tlie usn endeavour to go 

up as- high as possible; Sciou mill is a great obstruction : it would decidedly benefit the Obstruction. 

fishery to have a pass made over that mill-dam, as the spentsare destroyed there to a great 

extent He observes the Fry coming down in April, but some must come down before Fry. 

then. ' The water-bailiffs occasionally look after the Fry. He has sometimes got permis- 

sion to make breaches in the weirs, and let the Fry pass down. He had 1 o9 water-bailiffs Protection. 

employed on the river up to Dungiven, and some were employed since : they were only 

employed during the Close Season. Fry are going down sometimes till June. In the 

latter part of August some fish are rather in a declined state, but they are still good ; the 

skin is somewhat turned, and they are less fat. Notwithstanding that, lie would fish up to 

the 1st September. There is a decrease in the run of fish about the middle of May, just .eason.. 

before the Grawl come in. There are large fish at all times with the Grawl. Ihere is a 

little cessation in the run of fish in August, but immense quantities go up after September. 

The great bulk remain in the estuary till towards the close of September, to avoid thc flax Flax water. 

water NotMng has been done to prevent the residuum of the flax from going into the 

river. He has a return of the quantity of fish taken m the nets under Ins charge. The 

return for 1842 and 1843 includes the number caugbt m noth draught and stake nets. 

ihere were stake nets above the bridge during these two years 

removed since. The return for 18-14 gives only the number caught m the draught nets. 

The following is correct : — 



March, April, and May, 
June, . 

July, • 

August to -1st Sept., 



Nets. 1 


Draught and Stab 


;e Nets. : 


Salmon. 


1S43. 


Salmon. 


79 | 


March, April, and Mi 


iv, 41 


. G.9S6 1 


June, 


' . 2.435 ! 


. 24,612 


July, 


. 26,345 1 


. 25,405 


August to Septembei 


•, . 18,024 ' 


57,082 




46,845 



Draught Nets alone. 

1844. Salmon. 

April, ... 30 

May, . 

June, . 

July, . 

To20th August, 



163 

2,140 

20,471 

13,452 



36,256 



Between 20ft August Mid 1st September, 1842, 5.T23 Salmon were token! and m the 
same thne hi 1843ffte number caught was I,81S; these were all merchantable &h. In 
ft?laS°Sd of March some hundreds of spent fish hare been tahen m a Irani m fte MarchSt. 
Sir therwere of course returned to the water. There is a jmeat number of 
boo- nets between' Magilligan Point and tlie Bami; and he has seen different bag nets, 
within Magilligan Point. The fish become lazy as the season advances. The fish, of which 
^ hi spffi i taken between the 20th August and 1st September, were such as he 
he has p .. . w . t ] )C of them was taken where the liver is a mile broad, 

LTSJ' and this sum will he increased by about £30 more before the watching 

portion k Market. 
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Expenses of lulier 
Growth of Fry. 



Spawning. 



The Dennett. 



Obstacles. 



Protection. 



Angling. 

Mesh. 



Mode of fishing. 
Prosecutions. 
The law. 



of seven or eight VoTds wefgtaf 1 ■'<*“«> My 

neeth is quite green. He marled the spent fell going do „ and K * b ° a nder- 
of those which he mailed in one season, two were lot retuSnw to T f . g T OTmbcr 
not sure of the interval which elansed hotw^n +1,1?, , ■ rc ' tu * m i n ff in July or August. I s 

taken again ; but twelve ox tJn^ T aud thcir being 

the catching of these. The oth 2 Tp en 7es STAtT? ^ martl "8 <* *e last and 
the salaries of managers, rents of watch-houses &e °Does not fv ? e lw “penses. 
balmon take two years before they become Fry ■ he Wom2d tW ™ the spM '“ of 
of some few experiments which he made. H^tooh ui nnf rf tT"' 0 ” m . co "« e q™nce 
it came to hfo in his possession in eight days The voLn fW * f f T"T« bod . and 
hag disappeared altogether, and in afew weeks tSvteeafnfJw ”°l, i fuU fo ™’ *he 
grew to such a length in such a short time he “‘J™ l0ng , : n " d ' * 

long a tune afterwards to become Fry He wi „ot ahlo t f ,T ^ W ? ldd so 

with these fell, because they died with him TJ? thir *°T Up ? e “POriments 
are quite small, and they imiease two poSi h? SAreek T v tt” **, ** •» in, 
worn growth have been so slow? Besides the! So 'w,' cm * ’ could tbeil ' jw- 
mches long, and a great and visible change ^takel ,,1^ ^ tbl' 1 ^ “ 0t more than tfirce 
doivn the river; and he cannot reconcile such reriditv of T ^ Passing 

ness. The spawning has not been earlier this year thin the me P re ™us slow- 

a very favourable season for spawning; the greSwk oi t he SI ™ Jem : “ d tlis ™ 
year. Witness was last week at Oifagh, aE,w fottl ^ ’ 10 ‘ earlier thi » 

Salmon oil tlio scours, and heard from his men that w, . tbf ft * 1 1 |' om tol t0 twenty 
been torn over. In the Dennett, which islhree mil™ tbe „ tbn ' d ‘™e that these beds had 
to spawn till December — after they go up the mamlivl^ 1 Th” 6 ’ ^ d8h do 6» up 
Faughanis about tbe same as in the Dennett u i ,• T ho s P ai ™mg time ii the 
there in November ; the gre“ Mk spaTr hwtL P “ PS ? H btle “ rIiCT i some fish spawn 
to obstacles, such as shoals, &c., if passes were 52^2™* ln , 1 L,ece “ ber an d Jamuuy. As 
fish go up or down without floods ;A shower ofA Tel ' 10 ”’ r ' T ° Ul , d 1104 mabe tk ° 
them progress to the spawning ground The fish IhTol ^ 66 W0 , athcr wiU regulate 
exertions to get over oLaeles ,5 the late fish tbeS fi° “ P earl r maie “ great 
get up. There are a great number of om- “m STrele t a,ld <*■> always 
spawning grounds. There is a friendly S, m wllIcb *kore aw good 

tlemen living along the river and its Wbnm?°et hut H,“ S b - biln !Uld ,be gen- 
erating It the services of the police were general ttoT T P rotectlv « association 

benefit ; but they have many duties to porfoSn wbiT assistance would be a very great 
nal. Ho had occasion at oL time to S nTTtt ?T“V W l aid from bci "S 
the offending parties, and they escaped before^ Jv =° ; T 11,0 *J™ was given to 
fisl. caught in the Close Season would be a area? m™ f 6 " nTe ?- Ibo aciwre of the 

very hard to discover it. Ho never interfere. T.l v ° f P re ™ n *lag poaching ; hut it is 
mesh of the draught net is decidedly too^aree ■ thehfish*! . ® 4110 0p ™ Sc!,aon - Tbc 
a half or sax and three-quarters pounds weight •’ thhd-Af t UOt f Te ?S e more tban sue and 
to knot should be substituted for the present nwJwT ? bat a I ” esl i of two inches from knot 
and let all the small fish through On "the 22nd T ‘ If' “h™ 11 ' 1 honefit tho fisheries 

he draught nets; mne out of tiese meled^ «’ SaIm « a were taken ™ 
pounds, and gutted, on an average, from tweHo to ti,h+e d ' ^’T “ n<> wei S b<!d fi%-eight 
pass through a form-inch mesh; for even that sized mreh "' d T' A 4150 P 0,md fisli will 
the fish strike against it. Ho would not remire „ f S ex P aad8 . ™ mch or more when 
ilrauglit nets. There is no white Trout caught in tbT * ”J eBb for tba stake as for the 
of the large mesh, and there is a great qna!ttT^re ?° eh J, ne ‘- Bi ° Ce tte “troduction 
rally make the mesh of their draught nets eight il™ n' ? e mer - Tp ey used gene- 
from three tc four inches round for the Lnlninv T? Ji T' tw o-thirds of the net, and 
to eight tons of white Trout in the season -m!f e ,“ tlnrd - , Il oy used to catch fi-om six 
TTl 1 Th ® Tl '°" t ”“ d ‘“kafknperqmsites'of tU’Tn^Trt ; b " 1 Tei T fcw are caught 
gieatloss in consequence of the Lgl sized meS The T C0nrs8 > snfl* a 

m Derry ; and it is, therefore, a mi,, K.,,i“ T' Jbo F eai b ' ,llc of the Trout was sold 

fisS' ' L lT ™ to „ iS theh ' time “ f mSttfv ston “t f“ Uie tIlat ^ are not ”ow 

fish at night as well as in the day There { * p 1 “ w water oil Saturday. They 

undersized meshes. Some of thei men were m boen PJosecutions and convictions ior 
season . m consequence of their using some If tBT? at f 110 “mmencement of the 
convictions down the liver for nndeKed rnesta IT p“ d tbere were a number of 
? defective, as it does not prohibit tiio « bovi ’ t nn ^ s seventy-eidith section 
duniuj the day. It would hi advantageous tl ? ? Tdf 0r other such implement ” 
bebmary say to 1st March. b ‘ ge ° M *° extmd «“ Close Season beyond the 12tt 



Flax steeping. 



... - . „ 8100X11 ^-LotwoKimanv, Fumav, JaKnany 17, 1845. 

‘J^ anxe ^ s examination resumed t+ , 

Ce Thai? ri T, tb . ai act " aU T A heinTtte'S 11 ’ 6 to have flax Pools sepa- 
Bnrndale is completely poisoned by £x . 3it Tom 7 Wi ‘ h grea ‘ er 

b is one ox the finest spawning 
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got the min ^emeTt th^Leh^™ b / a ° k "i* 111 tllC **“■ 1,16 fat T eit ho 

and the best fishing day did , 10t jj; ' "J/' ®“ly produce ra, 0 „l y thirty-nine tons; 

under the lessees ; and in three year? after the n Ml H ° commencei protecting 

was raised to 100 tons; and the Leraie^im,W P f t ‘°° comm ?“ cod . *6 yearly produce 
The year 1842 was censidembly ^ above Zfo In rfT" 140 audoh tons.' 

tcalmon in a tide’s fishing. The 7 nronort on on," l,t f\°- v fre 1 uen % ought MO 

surty out of the 140 tons. The state Seta nnd?^. A 3 staio nets ™ “loot fifty or 
George Hill had one two yca“ before th?t „ ,T ? ° I°n 8 ‘ y ”7° put ^ in 1824 ’ W Sir 
1833 or 1834. Their averse iIm! ™ i L , ord P^eSs-Ts tenants pnt up theirs in 
obstructions were removed. °ThevmaiSn thrir I" 1 ',* "' ol44 ? e C0M ™ r * 1 % H*ed if 
to great vigilance, and to tXXb of M “ to »>» «*>i it is owing 

more beneficial to fish from Culmore un now s “P. e ™ r ’ Considers it 

chance to wait for the fish at Culmore, and not h,B J pe would run the 

weather, and hane- about 5 cl not nsh the Lough. The fish get lazv in fine 

their ultimate destination £ the S *T? C ‘ their course; but 

The bulk of the fish do not go un the Tine till J ould dl , lall 7 come to the river, 

fish the better ; they do not find beneficia l ^^“g tUne. The earher he can get the 

part8 mLs °“ 

MarPs SSrShe ' f ‘ “ 4 , W4s 14 V *»> Ruder the 

net fishery. There is a X, , „t n,„£ ’ T ^ i,a I””* Mortis. It is a draught 

there ; the carry does not extend across the entire® rif el° R ° S ”h ’’ *“7 are ’i? 1 ™ 

gordan, about two miles above Cn st Infirm of Jm'i 6 Theie are boxes also at Gdli- 

The boxes are only ^i^ IT' 64 “ «‘ e 

any of the rivers coming into the Foyle i/not n , ot , 1 kuow of an y othcr boxes on 

about eleven miles above Lifford There ^ tb f e ar ° , an >' at Ballybofey, 

one belonging to Mr. Hume and the other tn a 7° draa S bt nefc Phenes besides his : 

Sa 

weather, but he geMafiy SegS £ Mareh Th°5 comm ““ DS u‘- 0 ^ 4e P m4a "P® the 

y J f tbe best month m this fishery; the heavy fish begin to run up the latter 

end of it, but the pea and milt are not large in that month The auautitv of 2 IS 

he edge of the nver, and the water from them is allowed to flow into it? He^has seen 
u steeped m the river itself. N either he nor the people generally, were aware that flax 

river if™ c“dnere n cUheZ e Tb He pi TT T arties *he flax water into the 

ea,of I a • • ct them ‘ The y ea r before last he got only thirty-one boxes of Salmon 

SprodJctivelrZe iSh So? ; but last 7 ear better to him, thought 

r , P , ctlve “O the J 1 ™ Society as the previous one. The productiveness of his fisherv 
a wet oL U S2 G it l tneSS weather ; a dry season make? the fishery of no value but 
v . , on . e “fkes it very productive. 1842 was a very good! year ; he »ot fish un to the 
ast day m that year. Fished throughout the whole of August, and the produce of the 
season was 100 boxes of Salmon. 1842 was the best year lie ever knew. 1 The Quantity 

did g uot 1 ?n f0 T er - tl v 6 f ti 38 mUCh ? reatcr thaa eveQ that taken iQ 1842. The flax water 
TTm Q h , mischief tbat year- 111 consequence of the quantity of water in the river 
S ,, Salraon do not come forward tiU the lint water is carried off/and this is not the case 
during th^CW floods - .. TIie Marquess of Abercom pays some water-bailiffs, but not 
after the welllt n V Wltaess does n °t catch a greater quantity of fish on Monday, 
been obeyrd So wlT’ other **• The wee % Close Time has not 

"reat hS+ w ’ b * 7 th ® f 0 ] m Jbis aspect were carried into force, it would be a very 
Close S nor + f° r tbe Insb Societ y as t0 the observance of the weekly 

for he dM no?? “ be + f eU wbetk f *be stake nets observed the weekly Close Time or not, 
t£ie I R d ™ + w m A bem L but h ®>T ows tbat tde water was fished with nets during that 

Sgtolfoe ta 8 ‘Vn„ e S„ M ?hT 0,ll, l' >e “ ted f” floifg B ».te i* would he a Imrd 
romg to seize them, knowing that such would be the case. He himself did not break the 
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The Foyle. 

I! jst season. 

!':>'• 



late law, since it came into operation. The best Open Season would be, m bis opinion, 
from the latter end of March to the 1st September ; if it began sooner, the Kippers and 
Fry would be killed in great quantities. He knows nothing about the upper part of the 
river ; but he has formed this opinion, being well aware that there must be the same 
season for all parts. It would be no injury to the fishery to have the season extend to the . 
1st September in the upper parts, because the fish would not get forward to those places 
until that time, in consequence of the lint water. The Fry begin to run at the latter end 
of March ; they come down in the greatest quantities in April and May. When they used 
the inch mesh from knot to knot, they used to catch them in great numbers in those months. 
Last April twelvemonths, he and a hundred others saw a very remarkable circumstance. 
From seven to nine Salmon remained for three successive days at Lifford Bridge, conducting 
down the Fry in shoal after shoal. They would ascend the river, and bring the schools of 
Fit to the bridge, and having led them so far, they would return, and bring down another 
batch ; the heavy Fry kept the deep water, and the light ones swam in the shallow part. 
The society's people had a still net stretched across the channel below Strabane, for which 
he had them fined ; it was tied at both ends, and was mostly put across at high water, and 
about the turn of the tide. Fish were caught in it, and it prevented the Salmon from 
coming up to him. In every fishing place the Society has, these nets are drawn across, but 
the men take them away for fear of being fined, when they hear of his coming. He could 
never get a magistrate to convict for this practice before the late Act. He convicted them 
for the net at the Island ; and then they adopted another plan of fixing the nets, by placing 
stakes about two feet from the bank, at each side, and fastening the ends of the net to 
these. The nets were kept in that way from one tide to the other ; they were placed both 
in flood and ebb, and kept up as long as they could stand. There were from five to seven of 
these nets, and the fishing was carried on both above and below them, when the tide answered. 
The first of these is across the channel ; the river there is very wide, but the channel is all 
at one side. The next is at the canal ; the third at Leggahullen ; the fourth at Hallaum ; 
there is another above that, and some at the Holes, for which he had them fined. After 
the conviction he found similar nets at the other side of the channel, not in the same place. 
They are always removed on his approach. Is of opinion that the present mesh is too 
Large : it allows all the Trout to escape, and this is a great loss both to the fishermen and 
the public. 



Stake JSTet Fishing. * 

George Little, sworn.— Is manager of. the stake net fishery for the lessees of the Irish 
Number of stake Society, and has charge of the Culmore station. There are three stake nets on the 

nets- " ” 1 Donegal side, — one at the Point ; one a little below the Point ; the third is the Waterloo 

net: and there are five on the Derry side opposite. The first of the latter is near the 
ferry ; there is one on the north, and another south of Faughan’s Foot. All these nets are 
fished both on flood and ebb, with the exception of two, wliich are fished only on ebb. 
Some of the ebb ones are the best. They catch as many on the ebb as on the flood. 
Before last year these stake nets extended below low water mark, but they have been 
since shifted, and all are now placed above low water mark. He has seen them all dry ; 
the chambers were quite dry; the ground, however, is uneven with gullets, and there may 
be, consequently, pools of water about them at low water. There are doors in every 
TUbiii"- time. killing chamber. He set the nets last year on the 15th March ; and they generally com- 

menced in March. He had never more than eight stake nets in his charge, and sometimes 
not so many. He commenced fishing the stake nets once in February, but it is a long 
time since. They got no good fish last year, in March, but a great many spents, wliich 
they let go again. Saw so much as sixty spents in one chamber, but never saw any Fry 
in the chambers in his entire life. There are two bag nets at Culmore, above the Point, 
one on the north-west, and the other on the south-west side of the channel. Last year 
Comparative pm- was only a middling year; it was worse than the year before — 1843, but 1842 was an 

duce. extraordinary year. 1829 was even better than 1842 ; it was a wet and blowing year; 

blowing weather is favourable to the fishing. The year of the cholera was also very good. 
He used to fish to the 4th September, and caught veiy good fish, and in considerable 
numbers, in the stake nets up to that time. About that time the fish begin to keep the 
channel, and desert the stake nets. He catches more on the ebb than on tho flood at the 
latter end of the season, because then the fish go up into the channel, and drop down in 
the shoal water. They get some fish declined in fatness and colour in July. After the 
20th August he used to catch large quantities of good fish. He complains of the size of 
Mesh. the mesh in the stake nets ; a four inch scale, or two from knot to knot, would be much 

better ; it was the size used before the late Act, and would suffice for taking the Trout. 
He uses no iron rods at the bottom of the stake net chambers. Iu rough weather the 
water is muddy at Culmore, but it is otherwise clear. Muddy water and breezy weather 
are the best for fishing ; and a west or south-west wind is most favourable for the stake 
Observance of the nets. A head wind against the fish is best. The weekly Close Time has been most 

Trout. 

Former produce. 



strictly observed in all the nets; the gates were always opened, and they are on the land 
side of the arms. He has got very few, scarcely any, Trout since the late Act. He 
formerly used to draw £24 for his own share for the Trout taken in the year, but last 
yeaT he did not get 30s. He speaks of the produce of all the nets under Ms charge. The 
Trout formed part of his wages, and it was all sold in Derry. The average weight of the 
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Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

..Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

-Stakes, 

Draughts, 



1839. 

March, 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 
to 1 /th August, 
to 1st September, 



Total for 1 839, 



80 

4,258 

1,582 

11,737 

11,766 

2,634 

7,650 

359 

2,848 

43,181 



jStakes, 

(Draughts, 

(Stakes, 

(Draughts, 

jStakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

| Draughts, 



March, 

April, 

May, 



to 15th August, 

1st Steptember. 



Total for 1 840, 



Salmon. Produce. 
1 
I 



28 

161 

8 

5,346 

2,097 

16,26.9 

20,319 

2,283 

5,270 

1,043 

6,391 

59,305 



Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 



March, 
April, 
May, . 

July, 
to 21st August, 



Stakes, 

Draughts, 

ftajrts, 40 S 'P*” bBr ' 



Total for 1841 , 



17 
109 
46 
2,946 
1,847 
15,234 
16,341 
3,043 
8,656 
469 
■ 3,628 

52,582 . 



1842. 



April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 



Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, to 20th August, 
Draughts, „ 

Stakes, to 1st September, 
Draughts, ,, 



Total for 1842, 



43 

3,724 

2,979 

17,862 

28,243 

4,016 

20,241 

342 

5,719 
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1843. 



Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 

Stakes, 

Draughts, 



March, 

. April, 

. May, 

. June, 

July, 

to 1 9th August, 
to 1st September, 



Total for 1843, 



1844. 



Salmon. 

2 


i Stakes, 


April, 


2 


! Draughts, 


May, 


26 


| Stakes, 




; Draughts, 


June, 


86 


1 Stakes, 


39 


i Draughts, 
j Stakes, 
j Draughts, 


July, 


1,810 


670 


20th August 


11,876 


j Stakes, to 


26,654 


j Draughts, 


, >* 


1,597 

14,688 

99 

4,799 

62,348 


j Total fur 1 344, 



Salmon. 

10 

30 

130 

147 

3,518 

2,075 

7,044 

15,516 

2,243 

18,674 



That is the whole return of the Foyle from stake, bag, and draught ^s. The 
number of nets has increased since 1835. There has been no official account kept ot the 

white Trout. The expenses for 1844, were as follow: £ s d 

Lough Foyle, in consequence of the encroachments of the Donegal party, 

Culmore Stake Net Wages, • 

Fosses Bay, . 

Draught Net, . • ■ • ‘ rr • * 

Foyle, and the tributaries, Fauglian and Roe, Water Keeping, 

Roe Fishery, Stake Nets, Wages, • . . * * ' 

Incidentals, including Travelling, Poor Rates, Spirits to men, &c., &c., 



423 

270 

85 

450 

700 

36 

500 



£2,464 4 2 



This sum does not include law expenses, his own and the manager s salaues, the fteight- 
ace &c. &c. They sell in Derry ancl at the fishing stations, whatever quantity of fish is 
required by the locality at the Irish market price. The remainder is consigned to agents 
^Liverpool, and by these transmitted to different parts ot_ England. The average price 
is 6 d. or 6W. per pound. In the ten days which are required for the continuance of the 
season the price in Liverpool is 5d. or 6 d., and in Derry Ad. per pound, lhe pnee 
improved last year at the latter end of the season. , « ^ 

Alexander Armstrong, produced by Mr. Brown manager of Lord Donegal s &lmry, 
sworn. — Lives at White Castle, and is a water-bailiff these two last years mdci the Mar- 
ouess of Donegal. His duty is to see that the Close. Season is observed, and to look after 
?he sis. of the* mesli. Lord Donegal’s tenants had, in 1844, thirty-three or tbirty-ta' 
stake nets in Longh Foyle, and between eight and ten bag nets ; some were on the Dim 
and some on the Donegal side. The Marquess claims the fishery of the whole lough, and 
the habit of placing and fishing these nets has prevailed these ten or twelve years. JNo 
other parties except the Irish Society and Lord Donegal’s tenants put up stake or hag nets. 
All Innishowcn belongs to the Marquess, but he did not own any land on the Derry sme. 
The greatest part of the stake nets extended beyond low water mark before the new Act. 
this is true both of the chamber and arms. The stake nets were put down from March, 
and the hag nets at Greencastle at the same time. These stake nets had. passages tor th 
observance of the weekly Close Time. The annual Close Season was observed before tfie 
late Act, as far as lie knows, in both the stake and bag nets ; it was observed m tfie nag 
nets by raising the arms. Fishing ceased in 1843 on the 20tli August. In the stake ana 
bag nets outside Culmore there is very little fish caught m the latter end ot Angus . 
There are draught nets used at the Cleggan; there are nine of them from Culmore 
Greencastle. There is no rent paid for the privilege of fishing the bag nets, for they ar 
generally the property of persons occupying land on the shore. In fishing with the ai j au 6 
nets, they shoot the nets, and wait for the run of fish. There are, besides the nets a e y 
mentioned, four drift trammel nets on the lough ; the meshes of these are from eight o 
inches; they are fished both on flood and ebb ; there are anchors attached to them, aim 
they catch more in stormy than in calm weather. The produce of the draught, stake, g- 
and drift nets belonging to the tenants of Lord Donegal is as follows : — 



June, 

July, 

August to 20th, 



■ 3,982 

- 13,175 

- 5,360 

22,517 



May, 

June, 

J uly, 
August," 



- 1,429 

- 14,338 

- 1,978 



This return includes all the fish that passed through the man’s hands to whom they were 
sold. There might have been more caught and sold in the neighbourhood, or consum 
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by the fishermen and their families. The fish mentioned in this return were all merchant- Appendix, No. II. 

able. As to the price, there is a contract for the entire season, and the contract price 

varies from 3|cZ. to per pound. He has no account of the produce of 1S43. There 77,6 Fm J te - 
was only one bag net used on the east side of Magilligan ; it was successful, but the loca- p^e. 
lity does not suit well. He knows nothing of what is called the “ fly net.” The fish caught 
between the 20th August and the 1st September are in a worse condition than those caught 
before that time. He saw fish from the 10 th August up, poor, thin, and whitish inside. 

The stake nets are not injurious to navigation. He measured those of the Irish Society, stake nets not ac- 
and only found one dry at low water: he measured them two days before the full, and cording to law. 
change, and two days after. The pouches of the stake nets were filled with stones and 
gravel, and therefore dry,, although not above low water mark. There are between 200 
and 300 men employed in the Donegal fishery; they fish up to the 10th August; they 
purchase twine and poles, and make their own nets ; and the fish which they catch is gene- 
rally, sent to Liverpool in ice. AH the fish comes through the hands of one person 
appointed to receive it from the different fisheries. He does not know what quantity of 
fish is given as a tribute to the Marquess of Donegal, but he has heard that there is a 
tribute. He was appointed a water-bailiff by the Marquess, and paid by his authority, and 
in money. At the examination, with the Coast Guards, of the lessees’ nets at low water, 
he found from six to sixteen inches of water at some, and ftom two to two and a half feet 
at the others. There are about sixty nets altogether in the Foyle. Did not get the return 
for 1843. . He thinks it would be beneficial to stop on the 20th August, and leave the Season desired, 
season as it is. Witness is not aware that the Marquess contributes anything to the pro- 
tection of the upper waters. 

Trawling, Dredging, and Oyster Fishery. 

Mr. M‘Corkell, solicitor, stated that he appeared on behalf of the inhabitants of Derry, Lough Fogle. 

and the public generally, to apply for a restriction to trawling in the entire of Lough Foyle. 

His clients were also desirous of having the Oyster fishery closed, and dredging suspended 
for two or three years. Such a jubilee was absolutely necessary, as the beds were all but 
exhausted ; and if the practice of dredging were allowed to continue, in a few years there 
would be no such thing as an Oyster to be found in the lough. The Foyle should be put 
upon the same footing as the Swilly, as he was prepared to prove that the area of the deep 
water in the former is not more extensive than in the latter. He then produced the follow- 
ing witness : — 

Richard Mulhem, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and lives at Drumskellin, on the banks of the 
Foyle. He is well acquainted with the lough. It is better than ten years since trawling 
commenced in it. He never trawled himself, nor had a trawl boat. The fish were very 
plenty before the trawling commenced. He had a fishing boat of his own, and used to 
„ get from 600 to 5,000 Herrings in a night, and there never was a night that they did not Herrings, 
get some. They used to fish for Herrings from July to December. He kept his boat Former produce, 
after trawling commenced, but got very few Herrings from that to this ; in fact there were Decrease, 
none now in the lough from Magilligan Point to Culmore. The greatest take of Herrings 
that was ever had since, in one night, was 600 in a boat; but the usual quantity is from 
twenty-five to 100, and sometimes none at all. He thinks that this decrease arises from 
the trawlers destroying the spawn of the fish. He knows nothing about the quantity of 
fish taken by the trawlers. He used to get Oysters in great plenty, but now there is Oysters, 
hardly such a thing to be had. There are a great number of Oyster beds in the lough, 
and he is acquainted with their position. He saw the trawl boats passing over these beds. 

Is acquainted with the construction of the trawl : it is constructed with a beam, net, and 

rope ; the latter is trailed along the ground, and this might break up the spawn, and thus 

be injurious to the fishery. Ten years ago one boat would take 2,000 Oysters in twelve Comparative supply. 

hours, but now they might fish an entire day and not take 200. They were not confined, 

in dredging, to any particular time. He saw them take Oysters at aH seasons and months. 

There is a complaint among the fishermen that the Oysters are scarce, and the beds 
destroyed ; and the opinion prevails among them that if the Oysters got some time to rest 
they would breed again. He himself dredged sometimes ; some did and some did not 
throw back the small Oysters ; he never saw any one throw the smaH Oysters on the beach 
and leave them there to rot. It is his opinion that the beds are destroyed by trawling and 
fishing out of season, and that trawling is as injurious as fishing out of season. 

To Mr. Midvany. — There are a good many line fishermen in the Lough ; he does not 
know if the trawlers fish also with lines. He fished with a spilliard, but the trawlers took 
it away. Before trawling commenced there was many a night on which they only got half 
a hundred of Herrings ; the Herring is an uncertain fish. He frequently saw the rounds of 
the Herring in the stem sheets of the boats ; but never saw Herrings or Herring spawn in a 
trawl boat. The failure in the Herring fishery was only occasional before the trawling Herring failure, 
began, but now it is constant. Is not acquainted with any other fishing place, except the 
Foyle. He lost his lines twice, but did not see the trawlers take them ; he had one sent 
back by the trawlers. They trawl from Culmore to Quigley’s Point, and on the Ballykelly 
side — sometimes in the channel and sometimes in the shoal water. Does not know if the 
supply of fish in the market is greater or less than before trawling commenced. Does not 
know if the trawls took any Oysters ; he never saw the Oyster spat in the boats ; but the 
rope of the trawl goes along the bottom, and he thinks that must injure the spawn. For 
the last three or four years the supply of Soles and Flounders is diminished. The Oyster- 
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Oyster fishery. 
Comparative supply. 



Trawling. 



Oysters. 

Former abundance. 
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Feds are between Derry and Quigley's Point; tiers are very few above low water mark 
the OyX°M^ ° ^ todS ! “ r “ he awa8e of tks mBthod “ f improving 

- C™ 88 : 0 ™™ 11 V f r - on the part of the trawlers— Witness never was encaged 

o"n S nn h A ‘ ■ l °“ f °J thlrty I®? 8 ' b,lt nerer ™> “ » boat while trawling, lie 
2“f M n ° 7 n? y; a ? d , tW W61 ' e P lenty ot Pomons dredging at the saiS 
tone. There was a Close Season of three months-May Jnne. and jnlylofseiwed th™ 
1“,”* ™ w w “ e . tedgmg m these months. He does not know if the number of 
dredgers has increased within the last ten years. uer 01 

James Demy sworn— Lives at Drumstellin, and fishes by tines ; be never was a trawler 
nor on board a trawhng boat. Does not recollect when trawling commenced nor W 

in ' *' f T a trawkHe flsies >V !*■<» 1 this mode of fshing hks deified 
m vine smce the trawhng began. The long lines have been taken away by trawlers but 
he never saw them. He saw the trawl boats going over the place where the fine, 4., 
and the hues were not to be found afterwards. A dredge might carry them away but there 
38 ?° +1 ? re< *F n £ f 4 £ Igb f tlie occasions when he lost his lines, he spoke to the trawlers 

and they denied that they had them. He told them not to go where the Hues were if 
dodger and the fines were lost. Herrings and all sorts offeh toe dlreasld bktfi t 
quantity and size since trawhng commenced. He dredged for Oysters betimes • hut dS 
not now, because there were none to be got: there is a decrease both in a ““ 

generally, for the trawlers have spoiled the spawn of Oysters as well as of other fish^ tW 
mate ^es now. He has been in holts when from1,SoO Z 5 X Y)ts 
ters were taken in a day; hut it is now a very good day’s work to take 100 nr i In 
while some days there are none at all taken. The shallowest depth in which th! ’ 
dredge is six feet ; and there are a great many places where there ire Omtn i 1 ' ® y 
which trawhng is carried on. He has dredged below Quigley’s Point, at RedcSle ■ and £ 

whei-o the bottom is I deiaB^rai?SL^ a8 He e Srt, B St r »em Stere; ’‘■' 8 “ great 

his place ; the water there is still ; he judges that it is thfir°s™ Hei > nng8 . 18 opposite 
of the Herrings caught there freoueutlvEninTth!;!. spawning place from the fact 
He keeps his net to the ground lie his sometimes « s P awn when brought into the boat. 

A^toTSSsSy^- lU ‘ S “ 6raUy *** 

no to MoviUef Wt if® H^enw i^Chtam e STl”' f' 4 1 “ s01 ' a P 0 ” 

MoviUe, and going over the Ovster htk There ^ wlera gently as far down as 

their passage doum. He XfiSd ** going over hernia 
spawn is a large round white blob That -mia +1 313 trawl. The Oyster 

he saw taken Ip in the tawl. It is IS L°l 7 . m ,* e '7 ay <* »P«m which 

The Cnlmore boats generally trawled in the Wvo + y SmCe mf 7 charge of this trawl, 
outside Magilligan Point. The Sahara to be h«W]m ^ bcst trawHll « ground is. 

and better quality, than inside The ^ \ theie “ Skater quantities— ten to one— 
English market. One boat of thirty five tni/, !? J?®* “? co . nffldei : (2 1 d good enough for the 
not adapted to deep sea trawling He 0w t i /i ° tra ^ 1 oatelde 5 the other boats are 
by the fishermen, and the latter cfmeto him to^lfST tra ^ lers . ^ carrying away lines set 
has certainly fallen off to a great extent hut ht f he , could P^ a _stop to it. • The fish 
trawling. He fished with a HeSk? hacl ?“• V* Le a44ribu4ed *> 

used. to take from 3,000 to 4,000 Herrings in a mVht tS, u° U - ei | h f years since ; md 
very good, but during the last few vea?s there i The , H ®™« &bei 7 was generally 
cannot tell the cause of this fallin- off Tfc wJjt S any at aU caugllt ' He 
the Hernng fishery failed there also TTij i?„ J ^ ^ lybcs: , s .o iie season and heard that 

men on wages, foi- he could not^ 7et t0 V % Xlm vei 7 welb He had tfa» 

offmthe quantity of fish taken at S nre R eTlS; to f ¥ res - , ^hen speaking of the falling 
not by the aggregate. He heard that SiJmri . ° 6S f r ? m g uau tity taken by individuals,. 

** 3> Srfwler was SSyivf fS^ “ the “*■ b "‘ a W 

P a ny.‘“in7e\eare“38 0 and Ste ™ Packet Com - 

that they were obliged to limit themselves ° ffered ^ or ex P ort was so great 

containing on an avSeto 0 SS X ° r hogshead a week, 

and then they took fifty hogsheads a wnnV U ’-n ■ 18 xi . y S ot a larger steam-boat, 

no much as !00 hogsheads. In 1836 a decline conm.enTedf fte° 4 S^ ™ SSTeS 
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none at aB, and the most any week is from two to four hogsheads. The largest quantities 

are exported during the IV niter and Spring months, hut they continue to ship through the L " vgh FoyU ' 
Summer months also. He has seen the Oysters frequently in the most improper state, and 

e hshfirmpn nn — • .. • . ,1 • 



The Q ose Season has been the practice to a great extent since 1S32 ; the w„ , 

mon fished, m fact, as tag as they codd get any Oysters. The value of the 0; steii, as it'"'""™ 
shipped at the quay, was about 6 d. or Sd. a hundred; the freight was at first 30s. j 



hogshead, but it came down afterwards to 20* The exports were°a 11 to Liverpool. ' ? '’fhe ° ySter5 ' 

quantity sold here at present is very limited ; the inhabitants do not eat one now for the 
hundred they did before. Those Oysters, which sold formerly for 6d. or Sd. a hundred Price, 
wordd now cost 2* 6d. or 3,. The general price now is from 3a. to 4* per hundred. A 
1>0r l ? a -°f ° JSt f S so * d . m ? eviy weie from Lo % rh Swilly. He heard, by report, 
that an artificial bed was formed in the latter place, but there is no such thing in the Foyle. 

VV ltness does not think it is generally known that advantage to the fishery can be derived 
from raising and cultivating ^ artificial beds ; the fishermen dredged as long as they could, Ovsters 
F “ itn "f The S* ®f Ssh are not so krge as formerly, nor are the " 

Flounders so good. The export of Cod is not considerable, but formerly there was a very 
considerable export of Flat fish. A person came over to Derry to establish a fishery 
station but he was obliged to give it up, as the quality of the fish did not answer the 
Eng^msrket T,¥ D . erry market 18 fairl 7 supplied with fish, hut the large proportion 
of the fish are small in size. 0X1 

Mr. Franks called Edward Young on the part of the trawlers, who being sworn, 
deposed as follows.— He both trawls and fishes for Salmon in their season ; and has been 
mgnt years trawling, and twelve or fourteen Salmon fishing. He trawls from Cuhuore to 
Quig ey s Point. There are some Oyster beds in that ground ; they sometimes pass over 
them, but they do all they possibly can to avoid them. They wish to avoid them because 
the shells cut the nets. There are beds over which the trawlers do not pass at all, and 
xlie decline in these is the same as in the others. They trawl from June to about 1st 
January. I he finest take of Soles is in July, and they are in the most perfect condition 
from that month to November. He exports some of his fish to Liverpool, and sells the Market 
remainder in Derry. He has accounts which show when the fish are in good condition. * 

His Liverpool correspondent informed him, on the 17th March, that his Flounders and 
Plaice were then in a bad state ; and in December, writing again, he said the Plaice were 
then m fine condition, but that the May fish were nearly unfit for sale. He catches an 
odd Oyster m the trawl, hut not one hundred in the whole season. He never saw the 
least appearance of Oyster or Herring spawn in the trawl. They do not trawl so far down 
as the Oyster beds in June and July, for in these months they generally stop at Crummin 
Point, just over the Flats. They do not trawl between the great bank and Ballykelly, 
and seldom at Quigley’s Point. He does not remember having caught a Herring in the 
trawl, though he often trawled when they were catching plenty of Herrings in the bav. 

He heard of a Herring being caught in a trawl, but he does not think it would occur more 
than once in a hundred years. Witness caught a Salmon in a trawl ; and, on one occasion, 
he caught a fish of which he could not sa} r whether it was a Herring or a Sprat. 

To Mr. Barry. — He was examined in 1843 by Mr. Barry, and remembers that they 
were all desirous for a Close Season for trawling, from the 1st January to the 1st July, close Season 
The Flat fish become then in good order, and they think nothing of any other; they 
catch only a few Codling. They often, among themselves, talked over this proposition 
about the Close Season since the investigation before Mr. Barry, and they are all still of 
the same mind. The Herrings come in about Lammas, and the trawlers do not then go Herrings, 
into the place resorted by them. Ballykelly Bay is generally the place for the Herring 
fishery. He thinks the Oyster fishery is dredged out. The Close Season for that fishery 
should be enforced, hut he saw a good many dredging in the Close Time. Trawling is 
not injurious to the Oyster fishery ; he does not think that the net disturbs the Oyster 
spawn, nor do they go so far down as the beds in July and August. There are six 
trawlers at Culmore; they are from five to twelve tons burden, and from twenty-six to Number of trawlers, 
thirty-two feet in beam. There are generally three men in each boat. There are not so 
many trawlers below Culmore as there used to be ; this is owing to the price of the fish 
having failed, hut they are as good in quantity and quality as ever. On an average, the fish Comparative pro- 
are much the same in number now as when trawling commenced; and they were better and duce. 
larger this year than he remembers them for a long time. Some throw the very- small fish 
into the sea, and some do not ; the smallest fish he keeps is a half pound weight. The 
trawlers do not persevere now so much as before, because the price is so bad. He has 
accidentally caught upon fishing lines, but this would not be the case if they kept buoys Long line fishing, 
attached to them. Between. Culmore and Quigley’s Point there are twenty boats engaged Number of boats " 
in the long line fishing. This year there were but two or three trawlers below that ; there 
are about nine or ten altogether in the Lough, hut the. number before was about fourteen 
or fifteen. There were but three or four trawlers when trawling was new fangled ; the 
number afterwards increased to fourteen or fifteen, hut he is of opinion that these three 
or four caught as much as the whole do now, because they persevered more. There are 
as good and as large Soles and Plaice to be got inside as outside. The Flat fish are as 
large inside as outside. _ There is more appearance of Turbot outside, hut he has not fished 
much there, because Iris boat is not calculated for it except in fine weather. There are a . 
great many engaged in Oyster dredging ; many poor people live by it. The enforcement 
of a Close Season in the Oyster fishery would he very beneficial. 

Q 2 
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John Cruise, sworn. — Is a fisherman. Has fished with both long line and trawl, and for 
Salmon. Has been engaged in trawling these eight years, and in Salmon fishing these 
sixteen years. There are Oyster beds in the river ; when trawling he always avoided 
them as much as possible, and never saw the spawn of either the Oyster or any other fish 
in the trawl net. He has never fished for Herrings ; they do not trawl in the part where 
the Herring fishery is. The trawling commences about the 1st July, and continues till 
January. The fish are in best condition from old Hollantide to Christmas, but after that 
they begin to decline. He caught about two Herrings during his whole time of trawlin'* 
Does not think that if the mesh of the trawl net were so small as to hold Herrings that it 
would, catch them. He caught Salmon in his trawl, but not often. Those cau*ht were 
m prime order, and the circumstance occurred in July and August. He has passed over 
the Oyster beds; it is impossible to avoid them in deep water, but they can in the shoal 
He got an odd Oyster in his mesh, but does not think the trawl disturbs the beds, nor to 
his knowledge, does it disturb the lines. During his eight years of trawling he did not 
catch in two lines. Witness cannot say whether a jubilee would serve the Oysters because 
he does not know much about them ; but he is quite sure a long Close Season should 
benefit the Oyster fishery much. 

Thomas Smith, sworn — Lives at Carrowkeel ; is an oyster-dredger ; occasionally fishes 
for Herrings, and sometimes for Salmon. He has an acre and a half of land, hut lias no 
occupation except that of fishing. There are about forty dredge boats between Derry and 
Green castle, aud they often come upon new grounds, both in the old and new channel 
which, for the time, makes the Oysters plenty. The proper grounds for dredgin* are 
pretty well known. He has been eighteen or twenty years dredging. There were as many 
dredgers when he commenced as now, aud the seasons were sometimes good and some 
tames had Some of the Oysters used to he sent to Liverpool, and some were sold in Derrv 
JLhe Wmtecastle bed was one of the best, hut it is now covered with Muscles. The 
Uaddagh bed, right opposite, and beyond the great bank, is a very good bed. There are 
other beds below that, hut he did not work them. He knows that there are Oysters on the 
Wmtecastle bed, because, having taken up the Muscles, he found the Oysters in consider- 
able quantities. No one observed any Close Time until this year, but they will observe it 
t M y p n ° W tbe fi l hei 7- 0nl y one or two boats violated the pledge 

X?® ! 1 ^ Ban ' y ' at Mo ^ e > t0 observe the Close Season, and as soon as they were 
W r r n P T end fr ° m Cred S in S b y tbe ° tb ers. The Salmon money is good 
in its time, but the Oyster money is also good when it comes. They would be most willing 

tL h rim P a fn°r U S 6 ° fyeaV \ Jubllee lf they , c ? u . ld onl y S ct some other mode of living durinf 
ZL f ? n e - qui , te s f e would m, P rove the Oyster fishery. He has dredged 
opposite Quigley s Point, but that ground is now glutted over with mud. If artificial beds 

fish 6 H^drerW^nfri 1 ' 1 thG ,[ W °“ d .J® fV* destro y ed by mud, or others would take the 
hsh. He dredged at the south-east side of the Great Bank ; and on a storm comin* where 

g ° 0d i fisl , lln j? t] ? e da ? b 1 e 1 fore = there was nothing but mud the day after The 
flow of the mud is both above and below Quigley’s Point. Formerly, if they found mud in 

smaUOvsters' t0 an0tb ®f ; tbe mud always shifted with the storim Has known 
small Oysters to be thrown on the shore, and left there to rot ; if care had been taken of 
l b ® 0 f StCr f before, they would not be scarce now. He heard of Oysters bein* taken away 

the CW S Time y f St0C ? ° ther - places - He would wilbn gly add April and September to 
r Pime ’ by way of experiment, to see if it would improve the fishery. 1 

ch^ngffms been a pui'chaser of Oysters, and cdLmenced prn- 

PolS ff T1 i1 8 Wp v f 1° 16 leSSe f ° f th ? Irisb Socict y> aud resided at Quigley’s 
xomt. llie largest purchase he ever made was in the Winter nf isre ir i ° •, 

the surn of £1,311 for Oyster,. He W aToat teJgTllool i a ly “d iXer 

the Si tSf ferfen off, all round the coast' It i. 

He never purclSed ofstersoutV^^ 16 bas been the cause of this decline, 

ponds. ** 
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J0 “ ,*? t° “*>J“ «™ ™ta yourself well A™,,, No. II. 
acquainted, Dy their perusal, with the various powers and duties vou have to execute. 

3rd. In interpreting the pro™, on. of the Act, vou trill benr in mind that the Irish Society are the io.ZfM, 



‘ f nd t5 ! at 5 h , e - v are lawfully entitled to a several fishery, and to the sole and exclusive iLht No - L— Instructions 

of property m the Salmon taken therein. The Irish Society are ready and willing to prove their tftle to tie 
n any of the super.or courts of law if it shall be die pleasure of any person to bring Hs action" and ° f the Irish Societ y- 
vho is m a situation to be responsible for the consequences of a verdict ; and you arf desired to make 
tins known to any person who may pretend to set up any right of fishing in the Foyle a^dnsTthe 
Society s title. The Irish Society, and the lessees, in appointing vou 4ter-bailiffs e^rrise the 
fhiT y S} ven . t0 them by the Act of Parliament as proprietors of the fishery. In doing this 
nf ln strlct contorn ' lt y with the opinion of the Attorney-general for Ireland, as well as 

of the Recorder of London, and the standing counsel of the Societv ; vou are therefore to recard it 
n S ^i a iT S f Ut i y t0 * t efe ^ th o e ri ^ ts of tlle Society and "the” lessees in the fishery S to 
nf thT« l h , elr pr °? er y m he v sh -. ^ he Soc,et y and th e lessees will defend you in the lawful discharge 
lesse T 6 °1 T d L * appIy t0 the a * ents of the Society andthe 

assistance^ M ^ ^ and Cra ' vford > their solicitors, at Derry, for their advice and 

4th. Your appointment as water-bailiff is required by the Act to he approved by the magistrates 
not Wp/ th Q ther , efor f’ und er the appointment of the owners of a severa^fisherv^-ou will 

mnJ jfpp . that .3; ou , a f also clothed by the law with certain functions as public officers," which you 
nraat eacate without fear or favour, and with becoming vigour, firmness, and impartiality. * 
a uth°rized by the Act, and you are hereby instructed, to execute any bye-laws which 
may be made by the Commissioners under the Act, and any warrants which may be issued by any 
justice or justices in conformity with its provisions. You are to show towards the Commissioned and 
justices the courtesy and respect which is due to them as the ministers of the law ; and you will act in 
the fullest confidence that tfcey will, in case of need, afford you due protection in carrying out the 
objects of the Act, and in maintaining peace and order while you are engaged in enforan- the 
observance of its various provisions. ° ° 

i Y ^’f U be , ,0 ?” oute th ? ’“J P** 1 P™ er » v “ ted in J“ % the Act, * water- 

bailiffs, with temper and discretion, as well as vigour and firmness, recollecting, that as the Act of 
Parliament is of recent date, and the powers and duties of water-bailiffs may not be well understood 
by the class of persons to whom they principally apply, as much moderation and forbearance should 
be practised, particularly at the commencement of its operation, as is consistent with your first duty 
down ^ lttS ’ effeCtUa lj t0 sup P ress the ^gal practices which it is the object of the Act to put 



/th. You wiU perceive, by the 81th section of the Act, you are empowered to enter all boats 
engaged in fishing, and to enter into, and pass over the banks or borders of the waters within the 
limits of your appointment (provided that you do not, without having first obtained a warrant for 
that purpose from a justice, enter any dwelling-house, or the curtillage thereof, or any enclosed 
g-den),f° r the purpose of examining and seizing any illegal nets, or any legal nets illegally used. 

8th. You are to seize all illegal nets, engines, or devices whatsoever, which you may find within 
the limits of your district, and all and every other nets, engines, and instruments whatsoever (though 
not illegal) when used illegally. (See section 84.) 

9th. You are directed to pay the strictest attention to the description of illegal nets, as defined bv 
the Act. (Here the 20tli section is recited.) J 

You are to seize all nets and engines which you may find answering the description given in the 
20th section ; and, as the Irish Society and their lessees do not claim to be proprietors of the whole 
of the fishery of the river, including its tributary streams flowing into the lough, they do not come 
within the exception in this section of the Act ; you will therefore show the strictest impartiality, by 
seizing the nets and engines of the lessees, as well as of all other persons, if they be found constructed 
otherwise than as this section requires. 

10th. You are to seize, under the authority of the 84th section of the Act, all nets, engines, and 
instruments whatsoever, used in fishing within the limits of your authority in either of the following 

modes, as being nets, engines, and instruments illegally used : 

All and every sta-lce weirs (if fished with a fixed net), stake nets, with any leader, outrigger, or 
other work of any kind or description connected therewith or adjacent thereto, placed or suffered to 
remain in such manner that the same shall extend to a greater distance than from high water to low 
water mark of spring tides (meaning the spring tides equidistant between the vernal and the mid- 
summer spring tides), and also all nets made use of in the formation and construction of the said 
stake weirs or stake nets, and of the leaders of all hag or other fixed nets, if they be not extended 
evenly, in such a manner that the meshes of the said nets shall be stretched to their full opening; and 
also, if such bag nets be not so placed and erected as that the netting of the leaders thereof cannot 
be raised and kept out of water ; and also if such stake weirs, stake nets, and other fixed nets, be not 
so placed and erected as that clear openings of at least four feet in width may be made in the pouches, 
traps, chambers, and eyes of the same, from the bottom to the top thereof; and all such nets are to 
be seized if such openings be not left therein between the low water next in point of time before six 
o’clock on the Saturday night and the low water next in point of time before six o’clock on Monday 
morning, and if such openings be not kept during the whole of that time open and free from obstruc- 
tion, so as effectually to allow of the free passage of Salmon and other fish through them during such 
weekly Close Time. You are also to seize every such fixed net, if the leader thereof be not, during the 
whole of such weekly Close Time, kept out of water. 

You are likewise to seize, as illegally used, any nets, engines, and devices that may be used within, 
the limits of your authority, in taking or injuring any spawn, smelts, or Fry of Salmon, Trout, or 
Eels, or in obstructing the passage of smelts or Fry. 

You are likewise to seize, as illegally used, any nets, engines, or devices that may be used in the taking 
or destruction of fish, within the limits of your authority, during any part of the time defined in the 
Act as a Close Season, or any part of the time which may hereafter be fixed by the Commissioners as 
a Close Season. For a statement of the particular period now prescribed as the Close Season, you 
will refer to the Act, and particularly to the 29th, 30th, the 32nd, the 36th, and 37th sections. 
N.B — As no exception is made in favour of any persons in the sections of the Act which declare it 
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ArPEM Dix, N o - IL illegal to use any nets, engines, or devices in the manner or at the time specified in this 10th article 
Louoh Fnirb . Instructicms ’ y° u a y e t0 seize all nets so illegally used, without respect of persons. You are like- 

J ' wise to seize, as nets illegally used, any stake weirs, ebb and flood weirs, stake nets, bag nets, fixed 

No. 1. —Instructions nets ’ or , othe 1 r contrivance for placing or erecting a net, within the limits of your jurisdiction, except 
to the Water-bailiffs any such stake nets, &c. which may be erected or placed within the limits of your jurisdiction by the 
■of the Irish Society, b^sh society or their lessees, as the owners of the soil and bed of the river and lough, and as the per- 
sons entitled to a several fishery therein ; provided, however, that such stake nets, &c. of the Society 
and their lessees be of the size, sort, and description, and be placed in the form and manner prescribed 
by the Act as herein before is mentioned. 

11th. You are to retain in your possession all nets, &c. seized, whether as illegal nets, &c. or as 
nets, &c. illegally used, until the next sitting of the petty sessions court, or any adjournment thereof 
when you are to proceed in the manner prescribed in the 103rd section of the Act. You are likewise 
to communicate to Mr. M‘Corkill and Mr. Crawford any violation of the provisions of the Act which 
may come to your knowledge, and to act under their instructions as to the lodging of informations 
and instituting prosecutions under the Act. 

12th. You are to require that every boat shall have the name of the owner, with his place of resi- 
dence painted thereon, in clear legible characters or letters of not less than two inches in length upon 
some conspicuous place, as prescribed in the 81 st section. 1 

13th. You are to take before a Justice of the Peace any person found fishing illegally who refuses 
to desist from such illegal fishing, or to tell his Christian or surname, and place of abode, so as that 
you carry him before the Justice within twelve hours after you seize him, that he may be dealt with 
according to the 87 tli section of the Act. 

14th. It you find three or more persons assembled for the purpose of obstructing persons lawfully 
hslnng, you are to apprehend them, and carry them before a Justice of the Peace, to be punished 
uuder the oSth. section of the said Act. r 

Signed by the Solicitor to the Corporation of London and the Honourable 
the Irish Society, and by the Solicitor for the Lessees. 



No. 2. — Water- 
keeper’s Oath and 
Appointment. 



No. 2. — Water-keeper's Oath and Appointment. 

Oath. 

., of ,, tt V 1 w 6 par \ S - 11 ° f , and count 7 of came this day before me, and 

Hol J Evangelists, that so long as he is employed as a water-keeper by the Trus- 
* e , Klv ? r Pann aad L °<#> F °yle Fisheries, he will use his best and utmost endeavours and 
exertions, by night as well as by day, for the preservation of Salmon, Salmon Fry, and Trout in the 
"J 81 . > and t “ e waters ™ n .ning thereto and therefrom. And by every means, as far as in his 

power lies, to detect the names, residences, and address of all and every person o 

flshlno* With vnrlc note rvoffi. .1 • J 4 



o' tl i; r i 0dS ’ n p tS ’ gafi %J ights ’ Sp L earS ’ ° r an y other instrument, engine, or snire, used for killing 

detected bvhlmh a ^ n I °^ hj “7. ° f the . 3aid apparatus. And that all persons so 

wS? M h .f T 1 ? lVe lnforma , tlon a S' amst > within one month following, cither verbally or in 
writing, to the said Trustees, (or to the persons employed by them for taking such report,) andprove 
the same on oath before a magistrate when required by them so to do. And that he will when Killed 
E dutvwvl ,e « rr k T r ° r F rBOa in e “P lo y ment of saId Trustees, go with and assist them in 
SSf du V e ? , wh - re he T y . t requu ' ed - /Vnd that he not mitigate, reduce, or compro- 
use any fine struck against, or levied oft any person convicted of fishing in said waters unlawfully. 
Sworn before me, &c. &c. J 

Appointment. 

1'““. 5 "A 'V S" Ge ”« e D “ ke “- b “-> “”<1 Alcxandor 
S.“'’ “i”’ of ,h e R lver B .„a Foyle Fisheries, I do herobj nominate and 

preservation of Salmon, Salmon Frvfm'd T Iout in the river'’”” 15 ' ° f „„d all rire^T bor the 

»... S tlereto and therefrom mill stLtms, mill dams, and bm.lt falls at all lorn mills fl » miS Td 
Saii'T' T the apace of one from the date tre™ pToridS hsldZ 
Jumseft with. propriety does his duty with strict cure and attention; and- in case of any neslect it is 
hereby fully understood and agreed to by the said that lie will L fTu !fi 7 g 5 7, “ 

appointment shall cease and b% utterly void. ^ fer&lt a11 wa S es > and 41113 

Given under my hand this day of 

Manager of Trust Fisheries. 



Evuobkok taken before Wm. T. and J. Eedmond Babky, Eegre., at CoLERAmE, 

m Wednesday the 22nd, and Thuesday the 23 rd January, 1845. 

Subject oe lNau.EY.-THE E.yers Bann and Black™, Bush, Glens, .esk, and 
r,™ Te1BUTAB.es, THE F.SHEE.ES OE LoUSH NEAGH, CarRIOKAEKDK OR 
Baluntoy, and Ballycastle, and oe the ent.ee Coast and ail the Eivees 
™ *“ =■** c °°™ 

Tor Head and Ballycastle Fisheries. 

Tor Head and Bally- John Rennie, sworn Has had a fishery at Tnr tToqaI ±1 

“ T** Hectorahttfe 
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'Tor Head a. id Balhj- 
eastle Fishery. 



from which°hc El H ° f E?”’ Wk ° °' rm the ^ A ™‘ 

tho lot Tannery, tut did not begin SrnaS tllott iSb *? 'Commence fishing on 

commenced ,o late. Catches the fish co^nTfro™ lb F ' b , rl “'T; it was the first time he 
to his net. the nm ofi fish in ZriwfcS ani: haa “fe wing ™ _ 

quahty. Does not catch more than T “ y jp od m me and Emt - 

cannot distinguish between tbe fish of thp R,nn i +u P en * 13 311 entire season. He Timeof fuhinp. 
any marked fish. Has a retu£ ofthenti and those of the Bush, and never caught 
Tor Head 1 the following account' c^See? -1^ ^ 



January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

July, 

August, 

September, 



1842. 

Salmon. 

7 

23 

31 

40 

46 

414 

785 

316 

163 



71 

220 

219 

399 

501 

2,580 

5,188 

2,614 

924 



1,825 12,716 



Salmon. 

19 

40 

48 

48 

65* 

317 

652 

363 

148 

1,700 



1843. 



lbs. 

176 

362 

457 

471 

703* 

1,600 

4,847 

2,958 

1,379 

12,953 



Salmon. 

23 

53 

57 

85 

535 

1,200 

215 



1844. 



lbs. 

145 
454 
590 
1,008 
3,580 
8,09 8 
1,514 



15,389 



f ‘ T ° f *\ e aadT °™ 

sacra 

the cost of the anchor. The leader of his net is nine f£i and . twme > but does not include 

S&nasifliB- 

flsh caught in January are not large sited. Ttay are ahou^^t poS ■ 2 

|a^X^ 

^Xi^ 

most when the wind La south-east aud blowing in on shore. There is no W netbetreen 
Tarn Head and Tor Point ; the fish generally come with the tide. The water off Tor Head 
is clear and qtnte deep, hut the bottom is racky. March is the latest time he cundit spent 

183?tos thhte Sx W,™ S of ?, BaI1 T cas ? e ' ritb . Produce of the entire season of Prod™. 

thevtooV fertedi?' i^rp, 0 ^ ® abn ? u , eaeli containing fourhnndred weight; the next season 
« J, f l rt r E Tk ? ™ the Preduce m both cases of throe hag nets. They cured 
T Si* d I 1 ° f W “I , s ™‘ ? t0 tlie Lcndon market. Sends almost all lm fish to llorkot, 
reiSa iJ'Thelw 1 ““ ^ P ? 6re *» ™T few of the inhabtos ' 

imiTlsico J W, *1 j ¥ w ? e P IaCBd m *c following manner ; one was off the 
E* w d S. jd l fi ; om a ™* abont 100 feet from the pier, and the third at Tor 

He newer contributed towards the protection of the Eallycastle river ; proposed to Protection 
do so, but it was not accepted ; ,s perfectly convinced that if the river were protected Ms 
fire waJvbf-rl benB , ited .' Sui SS ba S°* possession of the Ballycastle fisheries he has put 
five water-bailiffs on the river. The Tor Water, the Carey, and the Glenshesk are the r -v . • 
tai m e i*tb? e BaU ? <!astle , r f Br ' ba ‘ b » * entirely unacquainted with the spawning in ” 
these or in the mam river. At Tor Head there is a very strong tide, and they are conse- 

i°, USe a & ,\ e description of twine in their nets. The present mesh is very Mes h 
he fish Tery much in tlie nets > and tiie men are detained ' 
tbfw-tS T - takuig tiiem out, and when taken out they are greatly damaged. Was in 
of tSL Af U + T nS a t 1 W0 mch f fl ' om knot t0 lmot 5 ]ie is anxious for a diminution 

D !f sh ^ , tke bosom of the net onl y> as lie does not care about the leader. 
the lead f of ^ ba € nets in the Close Time before the last six months. If Observance of th* 
when It 116 C °i^ d n0t set , tlie nets > but be cotl ld certainly open them at a time law. 

-when it would be impossible to set them. Pays £65 a year for the Ballycastle fishery, and Rent. 

* The register of this month being mislaid, it was taken at an average between 1842 and 1844. 
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Appendix, No. IL 

Tor Head and Baity- 
castle Fishery. 

Glenshesk river. 



Spawning. 

Migration. 



Produce. 



Decrease in supply. 



Rent. 



Convictions for 
illegal fishing. 

Productive months. 



Spents. 

Season. 

Mesh. 



Modes of fishing. 



Carrickarede. 



took it under the conviction that he could fish from the pier. Has fished with the bag net 
ever since 1832 : it is a very effectual means of taking fish if attended to ; but some people 
take it in hands who are not fit for it. There is a great quantity of fish caught now which 
would not be taken were it not for the bag net. 

Alexander Simpson, sworn. — Has been a water-bailiff on the Glenshesk these two years ; 
was a watchman for Hector ten or eleven years ago, and has lived on the banks of the 
river since he was born. He frequently killed fish on the spawning beds. The first time 
he observes the good wholesome fish going up the Glenshesk is about Lammas, and the 
greatest run of breeding fish is from November to February. The Salmon commenced to 
rood about three weeks ago ; the great weight rood about Christmas, and the last time for 
rooding is the beginning of February : he saw them busy at it then. The rooding begins 
in his part of the river as soon as above. The Fry go down in April and May. The fish 
which spawn in November go down before Christmas ; the spents, in fact, return to the sea 
shortly after spawning, and the time of going down depends therefore on the time of 
spawning. There are three water-bailiffs on this river. A great number of boys fish in 
tne Glenshesk with bait, and some with rod and fly, from May to November ; they are 
generally stopped between Lammas and November. The fish would escape far better if 
they remained in the lower part of the river. 

Alexander Miller, esq., sworn. — Is receiver under the Court of Chancery to the Boyd 
estate, and fished for the last two years at the mouth of the Ballycastle river, with two bag 
nets. Has an account of the produce of the fishery ; some of the fish was sold in the 
neighbourhood, but the principal sales were made in Liverpool. £135 was the gross sum 
received for the produce of 1843, and £92 or £95 for that of last year. He attributes 
this decrease partly to the prevalence of north-east winds at the commencement of the 
season, and partly to the fact of the “Robert Napier” steam vessel having been burnt in the 
fishing ground. He was not present at the meeting at Ballycastle, from which a memorial 
was forwarded to the Inspectors of Fisheries ; but the opinions contained in that memorial 
are the opinions of practical men, who have been engaged in fishing for a great number of 
years.* Hector paid £130 a year for three years for this fishery, as the Boyd family had it 
for a number of years, and the agreement was, that he should pay £140 a year in future, 
when his difficulties obliged him to give it up. There were no rights reserved up the 
river, as lie did not think they had any ; the fishery extended only to such rights as the 
Boyd family thought they had, from the prescription of 150 years.* There are two bag 
nets between Ballycastle and Kinbane, and one at Kinbane ; the latter is occupied by fish- 
ing -under the Court of Chancery. It has been fished for a great number of years ; £30 a 
year rent was paid for it, until lately, but now they get so much as £80 a year. 

John Kelly, sworn. — Lives at Ballycastle ; has been a Salmon fisherman, and fished off 
the pier at Ballycastle, and also off Cragnascarf and the Pans rock. Commenced to fish in 
1837, and continued to fish for five years in succession. Did not fish the year before last, 
and only for a few days last year. Had two bag and one draught nets. Paid no rent for 
the fishery ; but whatever protection existed during the time he was fishing, was extended 
by him. He had the water-bailiff who was last examined brought before a magistrate for 
poaching. _ He had some persons convicted and fined for illegal fishing. Used to com- 
mence fishing in March, and fished whiles in February and May. April and May were the 
worst months in the year. He would kill a greater weight of fish in February than in both 
these months together. March is rather better than April. Has no account of the quantity 
offish taken by him ; it was all sold in the neighbourhood. February was the best of the 
early months, while July and August were the best for the grawls. Fished out the whole 
month of August, and up to October. The last season he fished, he caught, in the latter 
end of August, a great quantity of fish in the net set to the northward ; these fish were not 
coming to the river, and were as good as those caught in July. Caught spents in February 
and March; the greatest quantity in March, and some few in April. Would stop fishing 
on the 12th August, if the river were well protected ; but if not, he might as well fish on. 
Was m the habit of using the four-inch mesh before the late Act, and is convinced that one 
pt a larger size is injurious to the fishery, because it strangles the fish ; and a strangled fish, 
independent of the external injury, will not keep half the time that another fish wilL Is of 
opinion that the 20th March would be the best time to commence fishing ; and is led to 
this opinion in consequence of the number of spents which are taken before that time, and 
also the uncertainty of the run of good fish. Caught both the Bann and the Bush fish ; he 
cannot distingiush between them himself, but there are other fishermen who say they can. 
When the Ballycastle nver was fished with draught nets, before Hector’s time, two nets 
were drawn by day, and two by night ; six men fished on shares, and these fishermen were 
also water-bailiffs. The Boyd family furnished gear and materials, and each man sold his 
share ol the s fish, which brought £20, or more, according to the season ; the agent to the 
estate got tkelargest portion, and the price of Salmon at that time was from 2d. to 4 d. 
per pound. There were no bag nets then ; one net only was fished off the pier head, and 
some ol the fish taken was cured, and sent to Buenos Ayres. Witness is a saddler by 
trade, but conceives that he understands the method of taking fish better than a great many 
who are constantly engaged in fishing. 

< 5 r : Dickon, sworn.— Lives at Ballintoy demesne, and is manager of the sea coast 

fisheries at Carrickarede. Mr. Fullerton is the landlord of the estate. Carrickarede is a long 
established fishery, and is fished on shares. Mr. Fullerton pays all the expenses of the 
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fishery, and gets two-thirds of the produce ; the fishermen get the remaining one-third for Appendix, No. IL 

their trouble. Witness manages the fishery for Mr. Fullerton. Has kept an account of 

the fish caught last year and the year before, particularly of their weight and sales, but has C 'arrickarede Fishery. 

only brought with him the amount of one year’s take. Has fished with draught nets previous 

to the introduction of the bag net ; but tried the bag net a few years after Hector brought 

them to Ballycastle, and has used them ever since. Fished but one net last year; tried other 

places but did not succeed. Before the passing of the late Fishery Act he used generally Time of fishing 

commence fishing about the 21st or 22nd March; the coast there was very barren, and before the late Act. 

very much exposed, and the time of ceasing depended upon the state of the weather. 

Sometimes fished as late as the latter end of September, rarely in October, and never in 
November. Has been connected with the Carrickarode fishery these twenty-six years. 

They never used to set the net till March, but since the late Act they co mm enced on the 
12th February — not earlier — and ended on the 20th August. The net was put out of fishing 
order during the weekly Close Time last year. The following return of the fish caught in Produce 
1 844 is correct : — 

1844. 

Salmon. U*^ 

20 1S8 

85 895 

421 2,748 

1,753 12,645 

319 2,393 

Total, - 2,605 18,939 

Last year was greatly above an average year ; it was nearly the best fishing year he ever 
had. He cannot tell the average produce, but this is greatly above it. Has succeeded 
materially better with the bag than with the draught nets ; the materials, however, cost Bag nets, 
more ; they are liable to be lost, and, in consequence of their being so heavy, they some- 
times require a great number of hands to work them. Before the late Act, the fishing 
never stopped till the 4th of September — the old fair day of Balhntoy — and he is of Season, 
opinion .that that would he the proper time for the season to close. The fishery of Car- 
rickarede varies very much, but still it is now coming more to an average. Mr. Fullerton 
did not contribute anything towards protection. Their impression is, that they can dis- 
tinguish the fish of the Bann from those’ of the Bush, and they catch the fish of both rivers. 

If the supply depended on the Bush, it would he very deficient ; if on the Bann, it would 

he better. Stormy weather is the best for fishing, provided it is not too rough ; a west or state of weather. 

north-west wind is the most favourable ; all the fish are caught going to the westward ; 

they can be observed from the cliffs, and all the nets are set to catch them coming from 

the east. There is one hag net between Carriekarede and Ballintoy ; it is on the Fullerton Number of bag nets. 

estate, and belongs to a fisherman who pays rent for it. There are no draught or seiue 

nets hauled out before him in the deep sea. There is another bag net at Larrybahon, two 

at Portbradden, two at Dunsevrick, one below that — but not now used — and three at Port- 

moon. There are none then until you come to Blackrock, that he knows of. The hag net 

is, he considers, the most suitable mode of fishing. Seals and porpoises follow the fish and 

drive them in shore, but not so much now as formerly. Portbradden is as good a fishery 

as Carriekarede. The mesh now in use is ruinous aud destructive to the Salmon ; was in Mesh. 

the habit of using a four inch mesh before the late Act. Sometimes they catch White 

Trout — one or two in the course of a week — in the hag of the net ; they catch Mullet 

sometimes, hut never except in stormy weather. Had no further information that he could 

think of to communicate. He would take the liberty of alluding to the impossibility of 

strictly adhering to the weekly Close Time, from the dangerous state of the weather at Close Time. 

times, and the very boisterous sea at their fishing ground. 

Portbradden Fishery. 

Arcliy M‘ Coy, sworn — Lives at Portbradden, and has had a fishery there for the last six- Portbradden Fishery. 

teen years. Fished four years with the draught, and the last twelve years with the bag net. 

Fished with two hag nets last year. Before the late Act the regular day for beginning to Former season, 
fish was the 13th January, and they continued till the 4th September. This was the 
practice until the last two seasons. Pays rent for his fishery : to Mr. Moffatt of Liverpool Rent. 

£55, and to Mr. Leslie £22 per annum. It is a chartered fishery ; those who fished there 

before paid rent also, and this has been the case for these 100 years. Has no lease of his 

fishery, and the gross produce of it is about £200 a year. The best month is July : Produce. 

catches the greatest number of fish in that month. Before the late Act, the latter end of Best fishing time. 

January was the best fishing time ; February was also good, hut inferior to January. The 

time of stopping generally depended on the weather. Is of opinion that the most suitable 

time to commence fishing would be the 1st February, and that the season should continue Season desired. 

till the 14th September. There are two bag nets west of him, but he has nothing to do 

with them. Was not at the Ballycastle meeting. 

William Rogers, sworn Lives at Corrisherkin, near Dunsevrick, and has been fishing 

for Salmon with bag nets these seven years. Has two hag nets from John M'Neill’s laud 
of Ballycastle, and one from Mr. Ray’s estate. Pays Mr. Ray £5 a year. Began to fish Rent, 
last year the 8th May ; never fished before April formerly, but continued as long as he got 



March (first fish sold 27th), 
April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August to 20th, 
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Appespix, No. IT. any fish. Does not recollect ever fishing later than the 1st September. Got three or four 
Portbrudden Fishery. 10118 of fisi iast year between the three bag nets ; it was the best season he had since he 

commenced fishing. Others fished there before him, but he cannot tell for what length of 

Produce. tune. Had only one bag net till last year ; it was on M'Neill’s land ; and its produce was 

Ales “‘ about £100 in the season, but sometimes not so much. The wide mesh has caused the 

price of fish to be lowered in the Liverpool market ; he sells his fish to Mr. Moffatt in 
Liverpool, who takes off f cl. per pound in consequence of the fish being badly scaled 
Heard other owners of fisheries say the same thing. Was in the habit of using a four-inch 
rotection. mesh previous to the Act. Never paid any thing for protection. Mi-. Neill, his landlord 

gets a share of the fish, and would do any thing in the way of protection if applied to’ 
Does not want to fish till the 1st September; it is worth while to fish the last fortnight of 
August ; but the fish are not so good then as previously. 



Portmoon Fishery. 



Protection. 



The Bush. 



Portmoon Fishery. 

Allan Miller, sworn — Holds the Portmoon fishery from Mr. Hugh Andrews, the pro- 
prietor of the land ; and pays him rent, partly in money and partly in fish, to the amount 
ot about £15 a year. There were three bag nets last year at Portmoon ; the third net was 
put out by Mr. Andrews, and catches from the eastward only. They never began to fish 
there till the latter end of May ; and they generally ceased on the 1st September. The 
take between the 20th August and the 1st September was sometimes very trifling. There 
were about five tons of fish taken in two of the nets last year ; and fifteen hundred weieht 
m the third. The latter did not pay the expenses/ The year before last there were not 
two and a half tons taken in the same two nets which caught the five tons 'last year. Ex- 
ports his fish by the steamers. The leader of the net lasts two years, but the head becomes 
useless after one. Uses nothing to preserve his nets. The average produce of his nine 
years fishing with the bag nets was between three and four tons a season. Sells very little of 
e fish at home, and gets about £37 10s. per ton. The fishermen get one-fourth of the pro- 
duce without any wages. Proposes to assist in the protection of the river ; and is firinlv 
convinced that by such a course he is doing but what is right, and calculated to benefit his 
~ f?7;, In f 8 case xt 18 impossible to observe the weekly Close Time in rough weather- 
^n* etS T’ 6 n0t re “ oved on Saturday, there would be an unwillingness on the 
part of the men to remove them on Sunday, in case of the weather becoming calm. 

The Bush. 

sm/fl . Por <;W&*u>. ami has been manager of the Bosh fishery 

Mdthfritu.S? co ™> ted “ tag tune before, in consequence of his father having 

tarf Z rfaSfaST gl “ ” ^ ™ S T) “ ”0*1 lag -ot, w£- 

and there were none between that and the Bushfoot. Had one 

fn ¥ B ” sM o°V vest of Waterf °o*- Tried a bag net this 
Had three ba°- and and nnff Dua ] uce Castle for several days, but was not very successful. 

If 3 * net S kst season i |? ut aU were not set at the same time, 
fished before thS TW ™ was sefc ged-m April ; but the draught net was 

Former fishing time, at Blackrock aud one at Bushfoof W ° T? g ne f usually e m P lo yed before the last year— one 
and bag nets flS hS Ha8 not sc P arat , ed quantity taken in the draught 
January if the welther if] -f® dl ' au 8 h * net ’ outside the cutts, about the 1st 

ae fa ,10t / 6t *"? r* 1 ? ? f 48 °“ to mta 1)8 

killed a new fish hi the Sf + £ f T ?? w “ dr0 PP ed down before Chi-istmas. He often 
each ride ofScutt^ ^ ^ H ® ™ ed to leave ai1 opening at 

fish go down first in Februmy ^ ff 106 ° f gettin £ U P- The spent 

great downward run of onmtl ;» • tut® * them m that month, made-up fish. The 

the latter end of May The Frv ™ ^f arcb ’ £ ad fflre a11 0llt of the river in 

1st May; if there be^oodsin Ar,rfl IT* m MarC ^ ; great bulk between that and the 
dry, qifaiititiS of IW ^ $® river * but if April be 

the middle of June • ^bev JL ® ome f0 w Orawls come into the river about 

them is from that tim^to £ ?£ ’T T t0 i <he of that 5 a » d great run of 

to the descent*? sS The ^ Carries are § reat obstructions 
way high the fish ran get over that T “if G ' vynn 1 e ’ s min 5 # water he any 

spents pass ; they ston workino- +f ' Te o occasiolla dy open the gates and let the Fry and 
waterfalls, ° D 8ato ?^ f gbt ' The fisb «» ^o obstructed by 

The Spring fish le good fisH ,? iT®’ “W? 1 beginning and latter end of floods. 
Often marked spent fishlmW f te °T ^whether they had been in the river before, 
recruited fish. ^Frequently ‘ . and caught them returning m six or eight weoks after, 

ever hear of their b£ miSofth^? T ^ °- tkem a S ain 5 (lid he 
there are some fish spawnin^-hi f K f°,T S th . e s P aVl,nm g grounds of the Bush ; 

spawning grounds at Dervnr-t • +i, a a i' VG 1 P art of the nver at present. There are good 
the 25th December The snawnino- l\ 6 T aw ? tbei ' e fr0 . m latter end of November to 
Ihe spawning takes place later in the Dervock than in the Bush. 



Migration. 



Obstructions. 



Spawning. 
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The hulk of the fish spawn in the Bush between November and Christmas. The fish are Appeitoix, No. IT. 

spawning at present in that river, but not in any great numbers. Fish have been found 

spawning there in February. He saw one fish in February, in the lower part of the river, The Bush - 
that had not spawned. The following return of the quantity of fish caught in the cutts on 
the river Bush, and in the bag and draught nets in the sea and tideway, for the last four 
years, is correct Produce. 



1841. 




Salmon. 


lbs. 


February, 


(cutts) 


68 


613 


March, 


do. 


131 


1,125 


April, 


do. 


185 


1,673 


May, 


do. 


107 


954 


June, 


do. 


444 


2,480 


June, 


(sea) 


218 


1,267 


July, 


(cutts) 


59S 


3,329 


July, 


(sea) 


243 


2,377 


August,* 


(sea aud cutts) 


123 


966 






2,122 


14,784 


1842. 








February, 


(cutts) 


17 


147 


March, 


do. 


30 


258 


April, 


do. 


51 


427 


May, 


do. 


108 


886 


May, 


(sea) 


22 


197 


June, 


(cutts) 


2,483 


13,647 


June, 


(sea) 


1.1S7 


6,875 


July, 


(cutts) 


1,357 


8,872 


July, 


(sea) . 


587 


3,716 


August, 


(cutts and sea) 


85 


598 






5,927 


35,623 



1843. 






Salmon. 


lbs. 


January, 


(cutts) 




15 


134 


February, 


do. 




21 


179 


March, 


do. 




128 


1,992 


April, 


do. 




254 


2,207 


May, 


do. 




105 


887 


May, 


(sea) 




13 


115 


June, 


(cutts) 




705 


3,651 


June, 


(sea) 




641 


3,420 




(cutts) 




1,169 


6,307 


July, 


(sea) 




352 


2,235 


August, 


(sea and cutts) 


79 


649 








3,482 


21,776 


1844. 










January, 


(cutts) 




27 


241 


February, 


do. 




28 


231 


March, 


do. 




197 


1,675 


April, 


do. 




259 


2,164 


May, 


do. 




143 


1,311 


May, 


(sea) 




5 




June, 


(cutts) 




506 


2,632 


June, 


(sea) 




690 


4,057 


July, 


(cutts) 




156 


84d 


July, 


(sea) 




1,054 


6,506 


August, 


do. 




86 


619 








3,151 


20,282 



The year 1842 was the best year they ever had, both in the cutts and in the sea. The 
gross quantity of fish caught would be increased by increasing the number of bag nets. 

The more traps they had, the more fish would be caught ; but if there are two many bag 
nets they do not do so well. If the whole fishery belonged to him, he would fish both 
with bag nets and at the cutts. If the cutts stand the storm, there is no expense in fishing 
them. There are white Trout, but not a large number, in the Bush ; they are plentier in Trout. 

July than in any other month ; sometimes in drawing the pool they catch four or five of 

them, and same are got in the cutts as the season advances. Charges are made for angling Angling. 

in the Bush, between the falls at Bushmills and the sea. The Bush is a very good river 

for angling ; the river is stocked better for that purpose, and he lias known many persons 

to come there for the purpose of angling. The Giant’s Causeway attracts strangers to the 

neighbourhood, aud then a great many remain for the purpose of angling.' Five shillings 

a day, and one guinea a week, is charged for angling, and all the fish taken must be given 

up. He has known a person to kill fifteen or sixteen Salmon with a rod in the day. Some 

fish stop in the pools in June and July, and come into the cutts quite red. There is an 

Eel fishery in the Bush. They set nets for Eels on the cutts; the Salmon can go over Eel fishery. 

these nets, and there are always one or two of the cutts on which they are not set. He 

considers the 12th August long enough to fish, and would commence on the 1st January. Season desired. 

He sometimes catches the Bann fish, but never till July. It would be a great loss to the 

proprietor of the fishery not to be allowed to fish on the 1st January. The fish in the 

upper part of the Bush are not in season in the month of January ; they are then on the 

spawning beds; hut he is not so much acquainted with the spawning of the fish as those 

who are in the practice of watching the river. Heard some person say that he saw three 

or four fish rood in February. The third of the fish caught in the cutts are putrified, in 

consequence of the mesh, through which they had previously escaped. A fish of four Mesh. 

pounds weight could not go through the cutts, but would escape through the meshes of 

the draught and bag nets. Captain Murray paid £6 or £7 for the Salmon of one season’s 

angling ; he lost the account of the quantity of fish he caught during the time, and agreed 

to pay that sum. The rent paid for this fishery is, witness understands, £230 a year ; it is Rent. 

paid to Mr. Black. 



The Maine. 

John Cooper, sworn. — Knows the river Maine since 1817, and has rented it the greater The Maine. 

part of that time. The Dollaghaun and Buddagh are both Trout. The late Act interfered 

much with the Trout fishery, for no quantity of that fish comes into the river until the rou " 
latter end of the season. They do not begin to rood till the latter end of October, and 
■they do not commence running into the river till the first floods, at the close of July. 

* The cutts were lifted the first week in August, and.they fished in the sea up to the 19th. 

R 2 
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Appbbms, No. II. They do not spawn in any considerable numbers in October ; and tbe Trout fishery would 
The Maine. • be wortb notbin S # the 7 *ere obliged to stop on the 20th August. Has two 

fisheries ; one at the point, where the river goes into the lake, and the other by a weir 

Rent * across the river. He pays £120 a year for both the fisheries. The greatest run of Salmon 

ht to kill, is in July. There is a greater run of fish in September in the Maine, but they 
are breeding fish. He got Salmon up to the 20th August, and Trout till the 1 2th 
October. Is aware that they are bound to return to the water all the Salmon taken after 
the 20th August, but this is not always done. All those who fish round Lord O’Neill’s 
estate pay rent for the privilege. Water-bailiffs are put on the river after the 20th 
August, and they could attend and see that no Salmon were killed after that time • and 
thus the season for. the Trout might be extended without injury to the Salmon. ’ The 
Douaghaun take a fiy; there is no cross-line fishing in this river, but there is in the lake 
and it is very successful there. There are far more Trout than Salmon caught in Sen’ 
tospawn Tr ° Ut W Pea and in that m01lth > and > “I Hs opinion, are going up 

Mr. Green, agent to the Honourable the Irish Society, begged to address a few obser 
rations to the Court. He appeared on the part of the Irish Society, and, as their renre 
seutative, he pledged himself to co-operate with the Commissioners in carrying out 
tt -r n ov }V mteve J' measure wouId tend to benefit the fisheries, and secure the Deace of the' Vo,in+Jt 
111 orm ose ime. He considered that a general uniform Close Season would be attended with these results^’ 
TnrbSl 1 = Wa \?i 6 m eans of suppressing the demoralizing practice of poaching 

Individuals might be injiu-ed by a Close Time, but such are the usual consequences ?f 
S;T a J Ur - es ; He had fuU confidence m the decision which would be arrived at, and 
the Irish Society would cheerfully co-operate in sustaining the views of the Commissioners 
'™od W ° llanS ° Ut tte measures ^hich they would propose, with' a view to the general 



Fishing time. 



Hag nets. 



Memorial from 
Lessees of Fisheries 
to the Commissioners. 



Second Day — Coleraine, Thursday, January 23, 1845. 

John Gibson, sworn —Lives at Dundooan; is a dealer in fish, and has been 

l “f net t ? s,iei l' for * be Iast "ear Portrush. There it no rent paid fa 

tile fishery. Sometimes one and sometimes two nets are used; they are Sshed oumwite 
The is 8 eat S te ’ “ d ‘ bo "‘ ' “ “a 8 Portrush. He has two pitners ta tlie Ev 

M? . Knox, solicitor, begged to hand in the following memorial 

“ To the Honorable the Commissioners for Irish Fisheries. 

“ The humble Memorial of 



Landlords. 

Heirs of Mark IC. O’Neill, esq. 
Same. 

John Cromie, esq. 

Lord Antrim, 



O’ Nr 1 ?? Vo Burnside > Low Rock Fishery, 

J r 0 [ n O Neil], of Strand Fishery, Ballachron, 3 
John Mornson, of Portstewaut Fishery, 

Gregg.ofMullaghcall, Portrush Fishery, 

Duncan Weir, of Portbradden Fishery. * 

ame ‘ irgan, of Portstewart, Magilligan Fishery, Sir H. Bruce. 

Showeth, — 

employed Ind th ° 00 “ l > 30 f,t * s '’"‘“S' l “" 

not affect to be much acquainted with thTriv^fishpl'p 5 ^ 6 ’ 163 , »«d though tt, do 

Salmon, or watched their 1 p^sTwhikl ':“T £3 . he “ e3 > ” r *° studied tile natural history of the 
of the fish, and the mode of result of sen ; p 1 ?' 333 ’ tlle , are weI1 acquainted with the habits 
your Honours; and being ^pSe.i metaol Sn l » be eramined before 

coast fisheries, the, hope fiflj ^.ble tTtu t a,1 . tlle “"deuce °» «>e subject of sea 
“ Firstly Memorialist, beg to state ” 3d fr “» th “' 

Salmon, and to secure the best and permanent StaisTSti *■» preservation of the 

sea coast 

August, a, heretofore provided by law are dal f""JY >»d terminate ou the 12th 

of the fish, and also to male the return of thelish ”°". ld *“ d ™T ™ o!l *» the increase 

both in a public and pirate pint if view h »«d he the best polio. 
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£v?. rry te *** ^ a™, fc n . 

tend to the great diminution and destruction of the fish and fi,w; 0 co “* ac lj acent t0 **> will very soon 

river; and they are of opinion that the present tenants of the BanftfiV ""t ^ C °“ St and in that n ‘ Maine. 

preserving or increasing the Salmon durin- the vTt SL . Bann ft be 7 bave not aa interest in' r 

believe that their lease of that fishery wilfexnire in 8S ha , ve . been informed, and M^onal from 

tion to have the fishery season extended to the 1st Sentemho ' 847 ’ if nd tba * tbeir ill-judged applica- of fisheries 

correctness of their view on this point! and which *, m “ft ^ 18 a decisi ™ F<»of of the to1 ^Commissioners, 

the number of fish, and consequent decrease of - e ft *° *?“ S’ 1-6 ' 11 “““‘aution of Extension of the 

destruction of the sea-coast fisheries ; and therefore they d-ftrufttftnd exoftl”'' 61 ’’ *1™^ t0tal Seas<ui in j“- 

measure so destructive of an immense number of Salmon at a ncriod n^ * C0D f dm \ b °P a that a 
season is about to commence, and each fish is of ten MA f P .• f , year when t,le spawning 

or recommended by the Commissioners, DOt be 

proval, and that the adoption of your memorialists’ ! W J h ^ most decided dia ap- 

other sea-coast fishers, of having the Close Season fix JTn recommendatlon > joined with that of the 

* the c — Ss:: jasj 

of spawnmg fish , re going „ to the beds thS ““ S*. 12 “ when tie greet bod, 

tvloee duty would thenloninence, aid”“L,h P .f“ ' erred b 7 *>» ™ter-keepe4 

respectfully to state, that the gteat risk, difficulty, «Se of iiSn/T be S 1 “ re 

during the season, and setting them on Monday morning P on a rou*h nets on each Saturday night 
amount, m some instances, almost to an impossibilitv ofwhen *k ° a d rocli J' coast > are such as to 
luppeus on this part of the const, men could not rate «t TvitW*i “ ^ fre, l””% 

could they, in rough weather, lift them on Monday moraine- an + 1 - ! l ” mmeil f risk to themselves, nor 
nets unset for days together, were the, obliged Sift them nete eras h "r Heir 

some instances during last year ; as they Mi ° ,„d7w P »>gH as happened in 

season it was found impracL.bie in 2 wE to d&iTr R rt “% ™ that, during the last 

Fourthly, Thtt ail isdStSiS be mo2“d “ ° f ?°ST“ 1 Greeted. * 
that a sufficient number of respectable and efficiEjfaLS^hS “w "oseseaiy, Nenasityfor 

nvers, for the purpose of effectually preserving the mothm fishTtew S appomted .long the „p p „i„s„g water- 
they consider are not sufficiently preserved notwithsfandi™ !u a h spawning season, which keepers, 
proprietors direct towards effecting S obScT and 1 ‘ft C “\ atld effort s which the river 
established during the spawning months, it would be fej aJd ril.ft.te force „ we , re 



proprietors, es much^s the, poriuJ^SH” ^ “g’tt " th lt 5 

their common interests as much as possible instead of lnnWmft™ 1’ f nd shou,d endeavour to identify 
much the case, with the jealousy o t hostib Zorietoi wrof^n + ? h° ther ’ “ hitberto been too 
other, and never could be identified P P S ’ wh ° S6 mterests were totally opposed to each 

mesh in y the sea-coLrSSljS^ ten'ffidSf ii! SiSmlre^T 6 ^ tlmt t. he increased size of the Mesh, 
has done serious injury to the fJi caught iu the sea as well s’ T' now required by the late statute, 
great proportion of which are “3S3 fa ' “u ' ,eU . 1 “ ' Wilt in the rivers, a 
Ind their ‘flesh, which is very d.L“ “'much ffiteTS ?™ 5 ' d "2 '“P 1 *" 4 » f ““ 
value of others in the market much depreciated Your neririonj T’bi^ : ¥ m foaakable, and tile 
Ssh which ate taken in th, river Bann'S “o !”"* ° f lhli 

which would render the effect of it in securing fish still inferior to the sotid , f 1° tW ° incbes - 
the cutts and weirs in rivers, which by said statute are regulated at two IS ’ S . USedat 

evident that meshes of two and a half inches from knot to knot, made of a £Sj ^ 13 V* 
tivine, winch will yield to the force, and accommodate itself to the shape of t^ fish SSoftl 
same power as solid upright wooden or iron bars, placed at a distance of onlv v! ‘ bave , tbe 

which will not yield to any efforts of the fish. They would therefore recommend ft? 

mesh for sea nets should be permitted, as they cannot possibly Snceh-e what advii'™ “f 
gained in the preservation of fish by requiring the sea coast medi to be of twn aWlft 

sJr"Si£^ h d“^S^* 1 *-«*« statements into 

^ * h m “ l be 

. Secondly, That the eomp tt .t,vely. useless enactment winch cequires the sties to he lifted on 
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Appendix, No. II. 

The Maine. 

Memorial from 
Lessees of Fisheries 
to tlieCommissioners. 



Object of the weekly 
lose Time. 



Fisheries between 
Dunluce and Magil- 
ligan. 



Port rush fishery. 
Number of bag nets. 

Time of fishing. 



Favourable wind. 
Rent. 

Produce. 



Produce. 
Bag net. 



Saturday nights, during the fishing season, should be repealed — same being twenty-fold compensated 
by closing the season on the 12th August. 

Thirdly, That the size of the mesh should be reduced to two inches, from knot to knot, by which 
the injury to great numbers of fish, hereinbefore stated, and fully admitted by all parties, will be fully- 
prevented. 

Fourthly, That an effective preservative force should be established along the rivers, during the 
spawning seasons. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

( Signed ,) Robert O’Neill, 

John- O’Neill, 

John Morrison, 

William Gregg, 

Daniel M'Kirgan. 



Mr. Mulvany observed, that some parts of the memorial were highly creditable to the 
parties from whom it emanated. There was a general feeling throughout the country in 
favour of a reduction in the size of the mesh, and the importance of observing the a.nmm l 
Close Time was duly estimated by the memorialists. But their request respecting an 
alteration of the law, as to the weekly Close Time, would, if attended to, frustrate all the 
beneficial tendencies of the Act. . The object of that part of the Act was to give the upper 
proprietors an interest in the fishery, and thereby cause them to protect the fish at the 
breeding time. Mr. Gabbett, the largest proprietor of fisheries in Ireland, strenuously 
co-operated in carrying out this part of the hill, although he had to open a weir 1,200 feet 
long, and lost apparently by the weekly Close Time. The free weekly passage of the fish 
to the upper parts of the rivers is most beneficial, and brings back one hundred fold the 
produce to the lower proprietor, while it creates a spirit of co-operation, without which no 
protection, really beneficial to the fisheries, can take place. 

Mr. Knox begged to observe, that this view of the subject did not at all occur to the 
memorialists in drawing up the memorial. 

Mr. Barry said, that such an application had come from that quarter alone. Every other 
part of Ireland had proved and acknowledged the advantages arising from the weekly 
Close Time, and they could not he too strong in the expression of their conviction, that 
such a change— a change which was in direct hostility with the entire policy of the hill, 
could never be conceded. 

Mr. Knox observed, that the persons whose names were attached to the memorial, are the 
tenants of the several fisheries between Dunluce and Magilligan ; these fisheries are — first, 
Lord Antrim’s, from Dunluce to Portrush ; second, a very small one of Mi-. O’Hara’s, half 
way between Portrush and Portstewart ; third, Mr. Cromie’s at Portstewart ; fourth, Mr. 
O’Hara’s, from Portstewart to the Bami mouth ; and the next belonged to Sir Harvey 
Bruce, extending from Downhill castle to three miles along Magilligan strand. 

Mr. Green on the part of the Irish Society, disputed the titles of all tlio fisheries 
between Ballysbannoii and Oldorfleet — a name not found in the maps, hut considered to be 
what is now called Lame. 

Mr. William Gi-ec/g, produced by Mi-. Knox, sworn. — Has a fishery which commences at 
the old castle ol Dunluce, and ends at the west side of the harbour of Portrush. These 
boundaries mclude the fishery of the last witness, which is in dispute. He lias from five to 
six bag nets. fishes one between Gibson’s net and Dunluce, another west of that. 
Gibson has one net westward of his western net, and he has one to the oast of Gibson’s 
eastern net. He has three nets to the east, and one at the west side of Portrush. The 
earliest time he commenced fishing was in 1836, when he set his nets on the 27th April, 
but the general time for commencing was, the 28th April or the 1st May, and they always 
stopped about the 14th or 16th August. He would not be able to pay the men after that 
i j u 1 nk f that nshmg too late is destructive to the fishery. The weather gets bad, 
and the nsh do not keep the shore after the middle of August. They catch the greatest 
quantity ot fish when the wind blows from the north or north-east. The Clerk of the fishery 
is m England, so that he cannot produce the account of quantity for a number of seasons. 
Lie pays a year for his fishery ; bad not a lease of it till last year, but paid that rent 
oi severa years. Had a, fishery west side of the harbour of Portrush, for three years before 
the bag nets were introduced. Paid at that time £20 a year for the one spot, and fished 
nefc ? hiUlled ° n shore. Had good take for those three years. The largest 
Sr' cau ght in one day with the draught nets was ten or eleven hundred weight. 

He has a return of the fish caught last year. The following is correct : 

Fish taken at the Portrush fishery in the year 1844. 

Salmon. lbs. 

5*“* 1ST 1,660 

,“ e ’ 930 6,155 

• • L939 . . 13,892 

293 , . 2,220 



August, 



3,369 



23,927 



ta ^ “ the bag than used to he with the draught nets. Tk 

deenest from F ' .° wa ^ er j 1 ' 1 l ke fishes, is about sixteen or seventeen feet ; and th 
deepest from thrrty-six to forty feet. The leader of the bag net goes down to the ground 
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—*• T» e fish nre A„™,,- 0 . n . 

but if fine, the in-shore one is better The net on +>,,»« if the -weather be breezy ; - — 

fcom the west Two of his nets are doubfe leaded J a “ d » °f Portrash catches fish «b, 

others are single-headed. The mesh of the iet is onite ? b f 1 11 i 00tl “ d eH > i the 

fish passing through it. Has not observed ft? w3 a* " S*! 1 ’ seen the !«. 

the coast on the 12th August. ’ ^ ieat ^ody °f t ^ e fish have passed 

August than ia the t^^weehlj Close Tirne^ fishiaoEfib 1 5? t ' re ™ *he 12th and 20th 

S3ed^^ 

Sr* I*, tEcouS 1 * a ”«"^ 

T1 . PoRTSTEWART FISHERY. 

other to the eastward. The first catches from X 1 ?? e °N 0Sl } e town, and the 

fished at Broadisle ; it is very much unsifted v ?'T tte , <?a ! t ' Never Rent ' 

12th May ; and stopped fishing last year on the 18th August S The wenth” 1 * 16 +i? 1 t0 tile Time of &shin B- 
rough ; and they were hilling more then than in t weather was then very 

before at the sLe time ; bit X vS Wore S S. X a 0685 ? 1 “*'S «* X 
Killed about 650 fish tat year,“f ifTverZ »Si t c “ taMd <” Igt September. 

^oh of the three years was nearly the same? the tat yem TsLX s^b fS?"v ° f Pr “ 1 "“- 
He has no lease but holds under Mr fVmW I,?™ J \ ' f somewhat the best, 

h. May last year, and only i EwTptta'Z £?lsSe ” SJgf ‘ ^ *™ •* 
other witnesses as to the size of the mesh and hi* „p at tk eyid ence of the 

already offered. Thinks that a number of the fish t,BhlS2*° tl7 corresponds with that Had. 
nets, could by no possibility passtagh h? taJXtes XS T ^ th ° 

observe the weekly Close Tirne in eonseonenc. of i f , Tt 18 ™P«Me to 

the nets breaking Lay and “ ; — 

_ , Berne or Rock Fishery. 

--t'SES ‘JSECSM xr “ 

Pr - 

belongs to Mr. O’Hara. He never had Wh thZ&a- , MJVianus ; *ho other half Rent. 

Bam, mouth. He commences to fish about fte M lE tL S,T ,1 "'‘“'X aml a '° 

August and he ceases to fish on the 20th August ^J&jieXfeXftilXX* ‘ ■' 0 Is ? T, "' or ““*. 
September, but there was no use in doino- Rfl *7* tUJ the beginning of 

as to the size of the mesh agrees with that given by the others. Has seen out of S® , r , 

“”*■ ■ X 0t man ?W w X Troilt ' ® ets ■*“ Lme white fish to Se amSiS of f i 

Season desired. 

Slfgusuffi^ 

in vr ’ S t 1 - 7 hole P revious year* He never fished in February • catches 'Xlmrm 

m May, and Grawl m June. He tried the fishing in April, hut did nofJuccTed The^ , 

strtn S i an fH^ive mode of fishing, the rock nets cost about £20 each, and Mr OTlfS Cost ofbll snets. 

Sones n Z £3 ° '■ *“ “ C UdeS the ^P ense rf anchors, which are iron’bX it Gnwh 

nets last about*!! DeVer take 1 n . out of the water : no fiuke anchor woidd hold the nets. The 

nets last about a season, and he uses tar for the purpose of preserving them. 
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Strand Fishtry. 
Produce. 



Kent. 



Produce. 

Fishing time. 

Magilligan Fishery. 
Rent. 

Fishing time. 

Size of nets. 
Produce. 



Best month. 



Bunn Fishery. 
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Strand Fishery. 

Witness is manager of the Strand fishery for Mr. O’Hara, and fishes to within about a 
mile and a quarter of the Bann mouth. Sometimes two, hut generally three hag nets are 
used in this fishery, the leaders of which are 200 yards in length. The produce of this 
fishery last year was about 1,400 Salmon. 1,317 Salmon, weighing 9,612 pounds, were 
sold in Liverpool, and about 100 in the neighbourhood. Allowing seven pounds average 
weight for this 100, the gross weight of fish taken during the year would l>e 10,312 pounds. 
Last year was an average year. Mr. O’Hara went to great expense with this fishery : it 
was not worth much when he took it first, and before the bag nets were introduced he used 
to fish it with draught nets and a capstan. Mr. O’Hara owns the sand banks, off of which 
this fishery is carried on. 

Mr. Knox observed that this property was in the O’Hara family upwards of 100 years. 

Examination continued. — This is more expensive than the rock fishery, and the tune of 
commencing is about the same or a little later. The nets here take an entire day in the 
setting, and there are many days on which it would he utterly impossible to reach them. 
They could not be set with “ travellers,” hut they sometimes bring them in by that means. 
There were a great many days in the fishing season when they could not go out to take 
the fish out of the nets. They go out in flat-bottomed boats to fish these nets. His son 
has taken the strand fishery tins year, and is to pay £85 for it ; and he pays £135 a year 
for the two bag nets at the rock. His opinion as to the size of the mesh agrees with that 
expressed by the other witnesses. 

Mr. John Watson, sworn. — Lives at Freekall, near Downhill, and had a fishery for some 
time, opposite his land, of which he has a lease for thirty-one years. Commenced fishing 
in 1837, with Sir James Bruce. Used sometimes one and sometimes two bag nets, and 
fished every year since 1837, except the last. His fishing ground was about a statute mile, 
more or less, west of the Bann mouth. Paid no rent for the fishery, but was to supply Sir 
James Bruce’s table. His nets were double-headed, and caught fish on both flood and 
ebb. Has sometimes not killed £20 or £25 worth of fish in a season ; and £60 was the 
greatest amount yielded by the gross produce of one year ; the latter sum would pay the 
cost of fishing, nets, &c. Generally began to fish in June, and ceased early in August. 
His was not a valuable fishery, and he worked it less for profit than for his own gratifica- 
tion, as it was under his own house. The fish generally left his place early in August,. 
Agrees with the other witnesses as to the injury done to the fishery by the present mesh. 

Magilligan Fishery. 

Daniel MKiraan, sworn. — Is a fisherman ; lives at Portstewart, and holds the Magil- 
ligan fishery under Sir Harvey Brace. This fishery extends about four miles along the 
strand, commencing at Downhill temple, about a mile west of Watson’s, and reaching to 
the Doagh. Has held the fishery for six years ; pays sixty guineas a year rent, but paid 
only £15 the first season. Had only three bag nets last year, but sometimes uses four; 
and there are two bag nets between him and Magilligan point. Commences to fish in the 
middle of May, and ends from the 12th to the 20th August. Never tried in Spring, and 
always ceased in August, because they could not fish there any longer. Sometimes the fish 
were plenty enough, when they were obliged to cease. In September the sea becomes 
very rough, and the ground swells raise breakers on the shore to an enormous extent. All 
his nets are double-headed. The flood runs westward, and the ebb eastward. The times 
of flowing and ebbing depend upon the wind, but they are generally equal. The greatest 
quantity of fish is taken in calm weather ; they could not fish there in coarse weather at 
all. The depth of his nets in the head is eighteen feet, and the length of the leader 250 
yards. The leaders do not come beyond low water mark. Last year was near an average 
year. _ The following return of the quantity of fish taken at Magilligan strand, in the year 
1844, is correct : — 

May, . . . 256 lb of Salmon. ’ 

June, . . . 1,781 „ 

July, . . . 8,607 „ 

August (to 20th), . 2,228 „ 

12,872 

Total, . 

July is the best month in the year. He cannot say whether he catches the Bann or the 
Foyle fish. 1842 was the best year he has had ; the produce of that year was twelve or 
thirteen tons. Mr. Lurtim has some property at the Doagh, and has one bag net set round 
Magilligan ; altogether there are two bag nets west of him, but the produce of them is very 
inconsiderable. . Agrees with the statements of the other witnesses as to the size of the 
mesh, and the difficulty of observing the weekly Close Time. He has frequently taken up 
his nets, and could not set them again for a week afterwards. 

Bann Fishery. 

. Mr. John Griffith, sworn — Is manager of the Bann, and the upper tributaries of that 
nver. Has one bag net at the Bar mouth, and a draught net fishery at the Crannagb. 
Tried a bag net in the river, on one occasion, but did not continue to use it. He has the 
management of the protection of all the upper waters, for the lessees of the Irish Society, 
i here are no other fisheries up the river. There is an Eel fishery at the cutts, but it is 
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not of any value, and would not pay the expense of nets ; it is merely fished for their own Appendix, No. IL 
use. Has been four years in his present situation. He used to put on two of the cutts ThcBatm. 

the first week in February before the late Act. They were the two on the western side; * 

one at the entrance, and the other beyond the bridge. They used to cease fishing on the Fishing time. 

12th August ; sometimes they could not lift the cutts on the day, hut they did so as soon 
as possible after. There has been no application made from the Bann for a change of 
season, nor is he anxious to press for a continuation of the fishing time, but he can show 
that the fish are in excellent season from the 20th August to the 1st September. He Season, 
would sooner be allowed to fish till the 1st September, and have February altogether 
included in the Close Time. If he were proprietor of the fisheries, this would be his wish, 
because there are no fish worth mentioning taken in February. Fishes by the cutts, of 
which there are five. The far off one is called “ the land cutt;” the next is “ the Alex- 
ander;” the next, “ the new cutt;” the next, “ the Murphy;” and the next, “ the Bishop’s 
cutt.” He does not fish between the cutts and the bridge; they tried one year, hut 
without success, as the bottom was not good. -The first place at which they fish below 
the cutts is at the Crannagh, and they hard two draught nets there. There are other nets Draught nets, 
used there occasionally, and they sometimes fish with draught nets between that and the 
Bann mouth. Fishes with one bag net outside, west of the mouth, and within a mile of Bag nets, 
it. Commenced the bag net fishing in 1842, merely for the purpose of keeping off tres- 
passers. The lessees pay rent to the “ Cloth Workers’ Company” for this fishery, and do 
not, as far as he knows, fish there in right of a “ several fishery.” The lessees pay £750 Rent, 
a year for the Bann fishery to the Irish Society ; he is not, however, aware of the exact 
smn. The Messrs. Little are the lessees, and their lease of the fisheries will expire in three 
years. Ten guineas a year are paid for the bag net fishery outside. He employs from Protection, 
one hundred and thirteen to one hundred and twenty water-bailiffs in the protection of 
the river and the tributaries, and there are five principal superintendents placed over 
them, to see that they discharge their duty. The Bann, Lough Neagh, and the tribu- 
taries, are divided into districts, and each district has a superintendent. He gets evidence 
from these, and the water-bailiffs, of the breaches of the Fishery Act ; and he spends six 
months in the year travelling to different places, and prosecuting the offenders himself, for 
the purpose of saving law expenses. He has not received one farthing towards protection 
from proprietors along the coast. Has an account of the annual cost of water-keeping, Cost of protection. 



for the last three years. The following is correct: — 

1842. 1843. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Water -keepers, . . . 509 14 0 Water-keepers, . . . 548 3 6 

Travelling expenses of Manager, 47 1 10 Travelling expenses, . . 38 5 6 

Law expenses* . . . 20 0 0 Law expenses, . . . 20 13 7 

£576 15 10 £607 2 7 



1844. 

£ s. d. 

Water-keepers, 532 4 9 

Travelling expenses, 26 5 5 

Law expenses, 23 15 3 



£582 5 5 

These sums include no part of his salary, nor the wages of the fishermen, and were all 
incurred during the Close Season. The law expenses have arisen from the new Act — at Minimum penalties, 
least, they were not incurred before. Magistrates now impose very small fines of 6 d. or 
2s. 6d.; and the parties, sooner than pay these small penalties, appeal against the decision, 
and the convictions are quashed by the ingenuity of the lawyers. Is of opinion that where 
BTT i 3.11 fines are imposed, not exceeding 10s., it would he well to remove the right of 
appeal. He never made any proposition to the upper proprietors in regard to protection, 
nor did they make any proposal to him ; he heard the thing talked of, and that was all. 

Lord O’Neill did not assist in protection ; water-bailiffs are not allowed into his demesne 
to protect the river, and poaching is carried on there to a great extent without his Lord- 
ship’s knowledge. He thinks that the injuries which were the cause of the prosecutions 
whach he instituted, arose both from ignorance and a willingness to injure. There is one 
water-bailiff employed on the river by the Rev. Mr. Rowen. Witness got portions of the 
late Act printed and circulated, with a view to inform the people of the law, and thus 
cause them to observe it. The water-bailiffs are employed throughout the entire year, 
and are engaged in the Open Season in preventing the use of illegal nets ; he means by 
illegal nets draught nets of an illegal mesh. He does not interfere with draught nets of 
a legal mesh The water-bailiffs interfere with angling above cutts, that is — with some Angling, 
farmers and servants who are likely to be poachers; and he has known very respectable 
farmers to poach on the river ; but be has rather encouraged angling in the Open Season, 
and believes that he never prosecuted any person for angling. The lessees claim a several Several fishery, 
fishery from the entrance of the Bann to Lough Neagh, and he lias under his charge the 
part between the cutts and the sea. The particular look out of the water-bailiffs is to 
prevent the destruction of spents and Fry. There are water-bailiffs round the borders of Protection. 
Lough Neagh in Summer, from the entrance of the Blackwater to Milltown ; but he keeps 
none either in the Open or Close Season, from Milltown to Six-mile-water; the part pro- 
tected during the Summer is about twenty-five miles in length. He has fined some persons 
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Jwfir® • lea f rortadown. Has no keepers on tho upper Bann, and believes 

Th, Bam. ™* f al “<» do SO up tbe upper Bann. There are spawning grounds between the S? 8 

and Banindge. There are water-baili®, above-Benburb-between it ami cSm le 

are eleven Water-Miffs at Beubm-b, and he has some also on thfiMne ! Piutecte S! 
Sixmilc-water i and has keepers on the lower Banu from the cutts to the bar mouth ■ 

t^f n, o?p A CM, i a ! tllbl,tary ° f the Baun> Protects tIie middle Bann, from the curia 
to Lough Beg; and has sixteen water-bailiffs on the Givey river. There are n o-rJ*! 
number of spawning grounds on the middle Bann. The best spawning iive?conneehf? 
Jvte + ie -f Bail + ^ th ®^ Iauc1 3 r . which flows into the river near Portglenone. The same 
extent of protection did not exist before liis time, nor was there the same sum exnenS 
£413°6 s e 1r Tho S? pm£ b 0f in 1839. wore £369 12 s . 2 d„ and in 1M 0 

f;:! 6 /: Tbe fisbei '' es h ^y e ceased, m consequence of this additional vigilance in 

.. c 7. considerable extent. There are about ninety milk and factories on the Rn-m 1 > 
exclusiveof the upper Bann and the south and east coast of Lough NeaSf 
fiom Magherry Ferry to Mdltown. At these mills and factories great desWinn^ 
spawmng and spent fish annually takes place. It could be testified onoath that ° f 

been fed on the ova end guts of Salmon at these places, ft! ten t 0 £ felt 

high impede the free progress of fish. The following return of while produce rfftTlW 



Obstructions. 



Comparative pro- 



Observanee of law. 



1842. 



February, 
March, 
April, . 
May, . 
June, . 
July, . . 
August 12th. 



. 1 
. 6 
. 35 
467 
4,624 
4,852 
3,605 

13,590 



Hnw disposed of. Salmon, 
odd to the inhabitants of 
Colerain, Belfast, &c., goo 
Given as presents to the 
proprietors of Mills, 
Factories, &c., along the 
river and tributaries, . 331 

Shipped to Liverpool, . 12,359 

13,590 



February, 
March, 
April, . 
May, 

June, . 
July, . . 
August 12th, 



• u 

. . 36 
. 326 
6,488 
11,256 
3,543 

21,660 



How disposed of. Salmon. 
Sold in Coleraine, 1,01 1 
Presents, . . . 267 

Shipped, . . 20,382 



21,660 



February, 
March, 
April, 
May, . 
June, . 
July, 



August 20th, 2*145 
15,011 I 



1844. 

Salmon. I How disposed of. Salmon. 
• £ Sold in Coleraine, 

„ Belfast > &c., . 1,185 
JO/ Presents, .... qrs 

4 605 | ShipP “ 1 ’ • • ■ 13 . 463 
7*009 



were getting 2r. 6 d. end 2s. iu-LfeSpo™ ^he mraekts id! Tl’ at tm0 " llen tllc y 
who would not receive ’any other SmeraSn ET* . M *.° were “d® to those 
feh a the Close Time. Commenced™? Zt ,t T' 1 ? ns 4,10 dt *‘roction of 
the price then went down to 10A, 9i., 8 d 6 il and 4ri J? l )otmd > a!ld 
m the Bann ie greater by a good many tons than +W +~i T - G of *sh caught now 

rfhm predecessor. £35 to £40 p?r ton Eay“ 

Barm was a splendS?veiv a4 4110 emaIln ess of this return The 

of fish taken^n it ^ ^ ^ « 

$ £ 

*> 

Sed^te»i d s 

Time, hot discontinued doing so soofSto’ and *° ? te<iIre tIw weekl3 ' Close 

impracticable to observe the weddWnoM otaerTO 14 8mc «- 14 ™ sometimes 
years he obtained about 400 JZJLXi . consequence of tbe floods In these 

illegal nets. They r? 6 }"i md abtt 400 

P future, because he finds a greater tendeuov ? th* v^ 4 ./ 104 4 iu4 tlle y ^ observe it 
m proteobon. The weekly Close Time has not w ?”n of 4h ,° . nppe1 ' Proprietors to assist 

Jt ink Ui? 7 ly mea ™ of straw ropes and buckets' Th? *? 416 “P^ard passage of 

at his place, nor was it ever the practice to destroy tyem.'^The? ^^e^'few^rout'at'tbe 
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; ^ yeT ± two cloz “ ? n any season— one or two white Trout and all the rest black. ArPEscix, No. IT. 
W hite I rout are caught m the draught nets at the Crannagh, and the followin'? account. 



vuuo.uq.h imu in uuj season OUe 

White Trout are caught in the draught nets 

of the quantity taken there is correct : 

1842. 

. • Trout lbs. 

Sold in the neighbourhood, . 2,577 

Shipped to Liverpool, . 2,86t 



Total caught. 



5,446 



-i r , cXU - me resi OiaCK. 

: the Crannagh, and the following account 
1843. 



Sold in the neighbourhood, 
Shipped to Liverpool, 

Total caught, 



The Bam. 



Trout lbs. 1 
799 
1,487 

2,286 



Sold in the neighbourhood, . . 2,042 _ 

Shipped to Liverpool, . . . 2,228 

Total caught, , . 4 270 

. , J he average weight of the Trout is about one pound; and the Coleraine price is from 
Ha. to 6 d. per pound. Used the small mesh this year for the capture of the Trout • and 
the Trout and Salmon fishing ended at the same time. Got but very few Salmon alon- 
with the Trout. Their ordinary Salmon mesh was two and a half inches from knot to 
knot, but they used a much smaller mesh for the Trout fishing ; is aware that it was not the 
legal size. Does not know the spawning grounds for the white Trout. Never saw much 
pea or milt m the Trout about the 12th August ; they are not then about to spawn. There Obstacles 
are two obstacles between Coleraine and the Lake— Movanagher and Portna ; there are 
fords there m which the fish can be easily gaffed, but these fords do not prevent the spents 
•from going down The spents go down in February, March, and April; heard that some Migration 
are seen passing down m January; but he has no opportunity of observing them in that 
month, as he is then from home ; the greatest number go down in April, and some in 
May. There is a space of thirty or forty feet at the cutts, through which the’spents can 
always pass down, and every facility is afforded them. The Fry were seen passing down 
the early part of this January ; the greatest bulk descend in May and some in June. Does 
not know the Liverpool prices of fish. He wished to call the attention of the Commis- 
sioners to the thirty-sixth section of the Act. He considered that there should be a penalty Amendment of the 
imposed on persons for having in their possession any fishing implement on the banks of Act. 
any river in Close Time ; for it seemed that by this section persons are not subject to a 
penalty unless actually found killing the fish. He also considered that the seventy-fifth and 
seventy-eighth Sections were imperfect, as they did not prohibit tho use of the gaff in day- 
light. Is also of opinion that in case of a bona fide conviction there should he no appeal 
for offences against certain Sections, about twenty in number. 

The Pollen fishers fish for Pollen all through the year. He considered it advisable that Pollen. 

•a Close Season should he established for that fishery, commencing in October, and ending 
the 1st January; that would allow a sufficiently long time to recompense the fisherman, 
and not injure the other fisheries. The Polleu trammel net may be used up to the 1st 
October without injury ; it is rarely that a large Trout is caught up to that time. Heard 
that the Pollen spawn in m i l l i ons in December ; their rooding place is on shelving rocks. 

The draught Pollen net cannot be used in Close Time without injury to the Salmon. An 
inch mesh for the Pollen net would be for the general good ; such a mesh would catch the Mesh. 

Pollen, let the very small fish pass through, and not injure the Trout and Salmon fishery. 

All the Pollen fisherman are anxious for a Close Season for their fishery. The Dollaghan Dollagha.-i. 
are on the rood in the upper waters a month before the Salmon go up at all. Thinks that Spawning, 
if they were properly fished for, they would be caught in different parts of the lake as well 
as at the mouths of the rivers ; when taken at the mouths of the rivers they arc going up ' 
to spawn, and that is not the time to catch them. Is of opinion that the very small bunt 
could not be used without injury to the Salmon, Trout, and other fish. Thinks it would 
be injurious to the Dollaghan fishery to take them in such numbers as Colonel Blacker 
-proposes, when going up to spawn. The greatest catch of Salmon in the Bann up to 
1839 was in 1815, when ninety-two tons were taken; in 1818 the take was thirty-one 
tons. 

Lewis Quinn, sworn. — Is superintendent of water-keepers in a district comp risin g the 
-Ballinderry river, and round Lough Neagh. There is an immense number of spawning The Ballinderry ' 
•grounds in that river ; it is about twelve or thirteen miles in length, and they scarcely ever river, 
find a fresh-run fish there till September. No Salmon spawn there till about a fortnight Spawning, 
before Christinas ; the great bulk spawn at Christmas, and, generally speaking, the spawn- 
ing is over in December. He never saw any spawning in February. There are deep holes 
in this river where the Salmon' could live if let alone ; but he has known draughting to take 
place this very Close Season in those spots. Knows nothing of the spawning time in the 
other rivers. It is a very good way to create an interest in protection, to give a share of 
.the good fish to the upper people : if he lived on the upper part of a river, and that he 
got a portion of the good fish, he would take an interest in protecting the river. All the 
spents are out of the Ballinderry river in January ; the Fry go down at the latter end of Migration. 
March, and the great bulk in April — the last two weeks of that month and the early part 
of May. Fishing for Salmon is carried on in Lough Neagh, aud Salmon me caught there 
both in the Close and Open Season. Had to cause a patrol of water-keepers — great 

S 2 
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Appendix, No. II. numbers together— to watch the river, and prevent illegal fishing. He does not know that 
Lough Neagh. t J iere ? s much difference between the Trout and Dollaghan ; they go up to spawn about 

the middle of October, and rood at Hallow-eve : the best time for their spawning is from 

Dollaghan spawning, the 1st to the 12th November, but some spawn at the latter end of that month. The late 
Trout and the early Salmon are on the rood together. Spent Trout and Salmon return to 
Migration. the sea about the same time, but the Trout Fry come down a little earlier than the Salmon 

Fry. It is too late to fish for Trout in September, because the Salmon are then goino- to 
spawn, and, besides, the Trout are in bad condition sooner than the Salmon. They catch 
Modes of fishing. the Dollaghan with “ set nets” in the deep part of the lake, t The largest mesh in the set 

net for catching Dollaghan is one inch and a half : he has seen a Dollaghan of twenty pounds 
weight. The pea is beginning to grow large in September, and is matured sooner in the 
small than in the large sized fish, and they come to spawn quicker. They are sometimes 
caught with lines. Permission might be given to use a net for Trout in September, if they 
would not take Salmon also : they could take them, of course. The Pollen all brood in 
the body of the lake on rocks and shoals, and their spawning time is the same as that of 
the Salmon. The fish which Mr. Griffith produced in court on yesterday had spawned 
and were not in good condition, but the Pollen get in good condition after spawning sooner 
than Salmon. It is mostly the poorer class of persons who are engaged in the Pollen 
fishery. This fish is sold for 2s. 6d. to 35. a hundred— that is the long hundred, contain- 
ing six score. He has seen them sell so low as Is. 8d. and 2s. per hundred. They are 
bad for eating after spawning, but can be eaten tolerably well from a month to five weeks 
before. The fine trammel net, or, as it is called, the “ set net,” costs from 5s. to 7s. the 
yarn of which it is made is about ten hanks to the pound : they were in the habit of using 
a coarser description, but they found that the finer the yarn the better the net. These 
nets last but one season, for it rarely happens that a fish can be taken out without tearing 
them. It is considered that not more than one-tenth of the fish that strike the net are 
killed. The Pollen live but a very short time after being caught ; they die almost imme- 
diately when brought on shore. The length of the trammel net is three score yards on 
the line, and it is about four feet in depth. This net might be permitted to be used in the 
Close Salmon Season, without any injury to that fish. Does not think it possible to take 
a Salmon or Trout m the “ set net ;” he never blew an instance of one being taken in it 
He is oi opinion that there are more than 1,000 persons engaged in the Pollen fishing and 
upon these several thousand families depend for subsistence. 

Mr. Fjords observed that he considered that was greatly beyond the number 
Witness in continuation.— Such was his opinion, and he has had pretty fair opportunities 
of judging; he knows one tom, land m which there are twenty-five boats engied in the 
PoUen fishery. The Pollen fishing is now open to every one without restriction, hut about 
twenty-five years ago half a guinea a boat used to be paid to Sir George Hill for the pri- 
vilege of fishing for Pollen. Tins was confined to a certain district of the lough. The 
Pollen have been salted but not frequently, because the demand is so great that they are 

Sue aSo MaSUm?d m the * 4 ' 6 * s ? at <\ 14 iB ™>y those that are depreciated in 
value about the spawning season that are bought and salted by speculators and kept over 

SJSL TVw 4116 aB Hen *’P‘- »°‘ with the same 

wiSrt fiff 14 ' r ‘ sk,ng f W1 ? 1 the 4rau S ta net has only been introduced 

A®® .fifteen years, and the fishery has decreased every year since. The general 
mode of fishing for Pollen is in the deep water, and with the '■ set net," which, as he said 
veS r !: JT 7 i be T 4 m * 8 P ose Salmon Season, without injuring that fishery, and with 
very great advantage. He has seen Trout and Salmon Fry taken along with 1 Villen in the 

October"'}!, the 4 !}} 18 ?! n °*' < ?°“.8 a “™ for the P °H 8 " should be from the 1st 

before There i. ™ F brU " y i tI,at g™g one month after spawning and five weeks 
before There is no one month more than another particularly good for tlris fishery • every 

fte n L}? Pe The°P^ e ,tat<! "Vi 1 ® T 4 't 8 good month this year md bad 

th^ Si” T? f0m d f Lo "e b Be S 01 tributaries. In waxm weather 
lomlTt }ht f h t * s’ 4 . ?1 C0M k ? e P l t0 th8 deep "“‘or- Sometimes the fishing is 
good at the foot, and sometimes at the head of the lough. Consulted with the Pollen 
fishermen, and they are all desirous of having a Close Season enforced. He would fix a 

Mid the °dim!won 01 f \l°‘ ‘° J™ 01 m ft6 ■“ ^ " et " Saw the 4sh regularly meshed, 
“ ridtd?™?S™h?T * WaS . ° w m0h , from knot ‘o faiot. The small fish are 

net of »nv Wnd b f' * a ° et ' ? e 7 0uld I0t r ormit the EmaU roosh in a draught 
1 ^’ } “V. P”?”*. “T *0 lough. He is opposed to dr aught nets 

altogethei he never knew them to be used for catching Salmon or Trout in the lough 

Jould“llrthR mS* ‘f ‘I 01 ™ 61 Blacker s r caks of -* for ““foiling Dollaghan, 

Simon Fre H^ifclT ? *° ■? 6 Sa)mon M»ry, in waters frequented by 

Sg jxtv A” S, ft the I 171 ' 0 ! 6 “ 4e 0f L ° a 6 h Ne “Slr. Mid was tin? means of 
Ses thfofte? * f0 “ ? Meb ,‘ y 0ar - Tha Salmon nets were two 

”?™ a ““ t “ 8 otliers were one mch and a half from knot to knot. Twenty-eight were 

Ss a^MtSo!!? 6 T? ° f re 6 Baffin4 ®? river 1 they were all Salmon and Trout 
Poriglenone thaifin fl ?n“ S m01 ' 8 , difiioulty in the discharge of his duties about 

and irnariM !h}} w 7 ‘ > *>? r ,l’ laC8 , ; tha P 8 °Pl 8 there are more unaccustomed to restraint, 
SdivSu ' K?, 1 ‘l ,g ? ° f ke m ^““y- 1” ‘ho year 1842 he was shot at white 
oTZK * 41 ' t , " eS ‘ “^‘ oocasion the nets were set across the mouth 
nyer, and he went out to remoye them. One water-bailiff was shot dead in 1842, 

* See page 134. 



Modes of fishing. 
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at MagheraMt bJlXXTc’qSX So^tT^hf£rtomf €d ^ A ’”™' 7”' n - 



lough Neagh. 



tte 1 to ir^rssss 4 ^ tS |“ ted 

£ teX^Ti ^ rtafabovaleZgf st 

be the result at Ml Ivents. h “C km™ if Tfl 7 W f C - ? aSt8; 8,1011 *» 

be engaged in poaching ; their violation of the independent farmers to PoatMag. 

ftsssshsi W “z ssfro s 

Ant^^^^lXXXrfpos^^kfno^lXlfnd^Iiakn 11 ^ ^ “ 4,10 ««"* 

the occupation of fishing alfthe wrold ' H» X ? g 7 041le . r WT* Mo ' rs Pol, “- 
numbered, nor was' he p^eviouX^That 

rXd^ZSsaSirXtXf r If : 

produce to those who fish with him. * He fishes for pX^liltL^ tbrd ° f v its 

prevented by the weather. Does uot fish for anTthW bnfpt J™' exeept when Time of fishing 

^SSsE-S^g^^S 

ffSaa^SS'' 

jR^^asssssss® — 

- ab0Ut thre , e I eekS , after that ’ and then ^ about a fortnight or three weeks all 

MiSssliiP^si s - - 

the d £h r<> “ Ter T “h *° P0 ““ fcMn ^‘ h ””Sl»a7re ye 

S? f - 

half a pound weight. Three months of Close Season would suffice— October November c:„ s 

Si T e SXii m FoT 7? 6 "■“‘1 If 016 r™“g" *° °l’™g month, Sd tlm ioSh ' 

Sfi Jlft. .? 1 fek 7 “f 10 lake of “V consequence ; he never set a basket pro- 

mdedmtb tat for the purpose of catching that fish. For about six miles of the slums 
4ere “ e 1,10114 811,47 15811018 md t, ' ent7 •mats engaged in 

hrnt and long W. There is no S ,S jor 

Frnrfe 7 f Ift m ° n °“ UShl “°7 0n <, 4 ¥ ki ° ; he las 80en some takm ™ tIle draught uet. 

Fourteen 01 fifteen years ago the Salmon used to be taken in great plenty He caunht <s i 

ThlrTL^eS neoolelmXve^ ^ ^ “ m * es of the «"* t^bundance. 

inere are several people employed m making Pollen nets ; they are paid from 2s to 5s 

Som? obT/nf 52 fi 1 ?’ T l ° V\ iS b °V ght by the * fisliermen and g^en to the net maker! 

Some oniy of the fishermen s family make nets. A set or trammel net costs from 5s to 
a the ,P nc ® . of , malan # vanes according to the time of the season. The cost of a 
1 ollen draught net is about £3. The nets are sunk by means of stones. 

Francis Fforde, esq., sworn — Has resided at Lough Neagh since his birth, and has 
been in the habit of fishing for Trout and Eel. Has attended the whole of this inquiry 

Swn 0 ?? 011 th f there , should be a Close Season for Pollen fishery, commencing Close Season, 
tire 1st October, and extending to the 12th February, or even the 1st March. If such a 
V,°f e Reason were fixed, the people would turn their attention to something else : and 
^? at P enadl he ^ ou:id Prohibit the use of any net or trap for the capture of fish, in 
Lough Neagh. He recollects when there was a considerable number of Salmon to he found Salmon. 
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in Lough Neagh. Remembers seeing six or seven taken on shore at one landing place hi 
a day. May and June were generally the best months, and the Salmon taken were good 
sea fish, but now there were none at all to be had ; there is in fact no such thing as a 
Salmon on his shore ; and from the Bann foot to Lagan canal, he heard of hut one being 
taken during the entire of last season. A very large number of families are supported by 
the Pollen fishery ; it is a very important source of occupation, and as an article of food ig 
important to the inhabitants for miles into the country. It is therefore extremely desirable 
that some arrangements should be made to regulate it. The small sized mesh should be 
abolished — it is extremely injurious. The period of which he spoke, as that at which the 
Salmon were plenty in the Lough, was about twelve or fifteen years ago ; and there is a veiy 
considerable deficiency of all sorts of fish in Lough Neagh within his 'recollection. The 
Pollen fishery is open to all. He thinks the number of boats engaged in the fishery has been 
exaggerated by Mr. Quinn. There are fifteen or twenty about his part of the lake. At one 
time so much as £20 was offered for the exclusive right to one landing place for the fish. 

The Coleraine inquiry terminated with the evidence of this gentleman. 



No. 1.— Letter from Colonel Blacker to Wm. T. Mulvany, Esq., on the “ Pollen” 
and “ Dollaghan ” of Lough Neagh. 

Car vide, Portadown, January 9th, 1844. 

Sir, — It being totally out of my power to attend in Coleraine (fifty miles from home) on the 22nd 
inst., I take leave to offer some suggestions connected with your mission to the north, confinin'!- 
myself, however, to Lough Neagh and the Upper Bann, with which long residence has made me well 
acquainted. 

There are some peculiarities connected with Lough Neagh, which entitle it to special and distinct 
notice in any Act for regulating the inland fisheries of Ireland. There is no inland sheet of water 
with which I am acquainted, so abundantly teeming with fish of a nutritious and excellent description. 
This may 1 be owing to the quantity as well as the variety of food brought down by the different 
rivers whose confluence forms it; the purity and general stillness of its waters, not being subject to 
sudden squalls, &c. ; added to its shores being unsuited to the Pike, that great destroyer of fresh-water 
fish, whose habits lead bi:n to the grass-grown and sheltered shores of rivers. The fish of Lough 
Neagh may be ranked, in a great degree, under four principal and different kinds. The Perch, which, 
if protected, grow to a considerable size ; the Trout, averaging from one pound to fifteen pounds, and 
even twenty pounds weight — the latter, however, somewhat rare ; the Pollen, or fresh- water Herring ; 
andthe Dollaghan — the two last-mentioned peculiar to this lake ; at least I have never seen or heard 



right through it, to the Lower Bann. Now the least care in preventing the premature 
taking of these fish would ensure the neighbourhood an unfailing supply, and afford employment to' 
numbers of the lo wer class along the shore of Lough Neagh. The remedy is very simple ; let no net 
be drawn in the lake, the meshes of which are not, at the least, one inch and a half between knot 
and knot. At present itis melancholy to see the quantity of Fry taken in the small mesh nets, and 
actually sold by measure, for the feeding of pigs. Over and over again have the fishermen expressed 
to me, that this system should be put a stop to ; but, as long as one persist in it, the rest considered it 
a kind of self-defence to do so. A very few active keepers or policemen, to seize all illegal nets, and 
hne the owners, would soon bring things into order ; and this, with a popularity which rarely attends 
the enforcement of any law, in Ireland. Once fairly begun, the fishermen would soon find the 
advantage of the check to the extent which would render them anxious to aid in its being carried 
out ; they are already fully sensible that it must have this effect. There are police stations in several 
places around the Lough, quite near enough to afford aid in carrying out the measure, and a fewmore 
might be established (even for a time) close upon it. All nets should he registered, at the nearest 
sessions ; the same with regard to fishing boats, which should have their number, andthe name of the 
owner, conspicuously painted on each. Added to these precautions, I would advise a special Close 
beason being fixed ; dunng which, no fishing of any kind should take place in Lough Neagh, either 
by net or hue ; say, from the 20th October to the 1st February ; this would particularly protect the 
thk ™ ° TTI k ^°7 e “ be . 1 '- AU t^ers, venders, and above all, purchasers of Lake fish during 
la* *rbTmSin. b d«teS e i''" tt “ h “"’ 1 P ““ ItJ ; “ i ‘ U cotlst£ ‘ bIes - be especially requited, bj 
“I “““SM on tills subject to be construed as giving any liberty of fishing, inter, 
° . 0 u“ P J l “V ’“*“*■ " P“l*iet"y right. Indeed, if Ae registered fish- 

■ taT<l f ™> ‘be landed proprietors along the shore, it might 

aid mato^ly m carrying out what has been suggested. 

eonshWatinn” Ftl t ^aun, 1 bave now merely to repeat wbat I before urged on tbe 

Commissioners, respecting tbe Dollaghan. This fish has been classed with the 
7“”4' erroueonJyt their habits are quite different. The Irish word, pronounced 
ivid, if k? 6 fis 4 , "““literally, - Dolh-em,” is “ little lire or, atd perhaps 

of .1.5k. ,'5 ?, Ij Dalk-an , -the fire flush of the stream,” derived from the exceeding redness 
the mum i 1 ?' hleagh is to the Dollaghan what tbe sea is to the Salmon. b During 

of ■SS.'T/ ‘b e .y e ". « remains in the central depths of the lalre, feeding along the bottom, out 
Au”mn t kTl?’ ““ “ d Tro,lt - *‘ b “‘ »" % AbSut the middle of 

mSZkf “PP““bes the mouths of the Bann and Bl.elcwater, (chiefly the former,) waitiog the 
"“5 2 snatn T' r" a Iab . S : “ d m ““ t it perceptible, it makes up tbe 

fishius- wp ttm' n °^’ as t k ,s , ta kes place just at tbe period when tbe Act closes the river against 
S2’„t fcSf ?P T° rS -' r “ d “* r ng f bc B *“b “ e F«.nted tailing, as former!, an 
been the l If”' *“*' fo r o,h ' “. * tm T Salmon might be talfen. Now, I have 
for more thnn lift e Upper Bann, along which my manorial rights extend for some miles, 

beliero fliafhet S “"S’ 1 T ““l d “= k “> 1 a Salmon taken. I 

Believe the fact to be, that the Salmon have all made good their passage, and reached the upper and 
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shallow parts of the river before the n„n ow , 

conclusion, I have to r^V£t thf “ that *«■« is litUe cha^e^TSbrinirSi- “ fro J n «-l 

extremity of Loueh NeaSh I. y P ur P oses of your mission did not |„ T “cr power. In 

obtain much information, especiaUv L o U nf? n tt ° r Porta<lo ™> » the vicinit/of whicwJL? 0 * 0Btl “7J 

w« r , *. i w i w ijr^:;7Z7Z\itz?z: " d *-+ ■SX’SSE 

w„. T. Mnhmny, esq „ fc _ 1 W ““ ■“”« to remein/yow „,y oWfa * 

War. Blackeb, Lieut.-Col. 

Most humbly sheweth, * 



mmmrnmrn 

a»d Petitioner, J ttdmj SSdfrttffvtp “* d “ te6! ' d ““ “4 -fed him som , , Aea , 

Peter Reilly. 



Wm. T. Mulvany and J. R. Barry, es qrs., 
Inspectors of Fsheries. 



Redbay, January 21st, 1845. 



PE “ Hs ™c?~r 4,18 c “‘- - *>* 

Humbly sheweth, Herring Fitters, and aleo of otter .kite fisk, on tke B.llj Co ^ “* 

** 5S B »“j»eUe const, do 

Herrings end Rested, viz,, if „ can m 

Sall m ,k,j marl , la ms ' ■ 

(Signed by 3Vnty-fi_,e fishermen.) 
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4 . Resolutions passed at Bally castle. 



, . „ , jntprpstpd in the Salmon Fisheries on the northern coast of 

iJLl 4 Strict between B*™ »d PorttueU, in the county of Ante,.,, held «t B.llj- 

°“ lle ' ” C °°° ty ’ “‘mc* H h ml 7 Dlcr.'oTof Bnllintoy, in the Chrir. 

Season from, the 1 „ FeW ? W to knot, for the Mowing reasons : _ 

inches in the bosom tbe ^ extension of time, this meeting considers that the fish are always in 

First, with j . j secon dlj, that the fish that take the water at that earfj 

good order tang i, c se a whhout depositing their .pawn. 
‘“S^KSeL to the eontraetion of the meshes, this meeting ha. found h, esperrenee that in 
the4?d« ™.?e. the fish ge, entangled and are greatly injured, bemg hanged, as it were, m the net, 

“R3 U -Tw“°4hefp4o°» of this m"et2i that eom. change should he made in that p«t of 
Kesoivea, xaa. y be br bt on s i lore each Saturday night ; that in some fishing 

places^iT this coast it is dangerous, and sometimes impossible, to comply with the Act, and that a 
places on tnis coas o ]d ff d tbe Lead poles lifted, to prevent fish from bemg 

£3Tb g e i«S,^ 

^ Resolved, That this doenment be transmitted to the Comnnsstoners of the Board of -Work., with 

defe®2 and respect, requesting them to Me the matter mto cons.derat.on, and take aneh steps as 
the law directs to t»mpl, with the mshes of tbs me.t,»|^^ Hmk Dickbok> Chll j rmm , 



No. 5 . Letter from Alexander Millar, Esq., in reference to the BaUycastle fishery. 

Dublin, 4th February, 1845. 

No 5 Letter from- Gentlemen —With reference to the evidence I gave before you at Coleraine last month, touching 
Ate MU « the rights of the Boyd family to the fishery at BaUycastle, and particularly as relates to the inquiry, 

whether Mr. Boyd claimed a several fishery in the rivers of Glenshesk, Carey, and the Low Water, 
I have to request you will be good enough to append to that evidence, that 1 consider, on reflection, 
that Mr. Bovd may claim a right to such several fishery, inasmuch as he and the person acting under 
or deputed by bin/ have for many years appointed water-bailiffs and keepers to piotect the fish m 
thesestreams, whence the supply for the BaUycastle fishery may most naturally be considered to arise. 
As the receiver under the Court of Chancery for the rents of this estate, I am desirous of not omitting 
anything to support the rights of the property, and therefore make this request, which I hope you 

wUl comply with. , 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

To Messrs. Mulvany and Barry, Custom House, Dublin. Alexander Millar. 



jq 0 . 6 . — Angling Regulations on the River Bush. 

No 6 Ancline Re- The angling of that part of the River Bush, in the County of Antrim, lying between the cutts at 

eulatkms on the River the sea and the Salmon Leap will be let, (subject to the regulations and terms hereafter mentioned,) 

Bush. from the 12th March until the 12th August, in each year. ... .... „ , 

An opportunity wiU be given the Salmon of passing the cutts, and as few as possible will be allowed 
to pass the new weir at Bushmills ; consequently that part of the river cannot fail of being always 
4 abundantly stocked ; and from the sport it has hitherto afforded, when every means were used to take, 

the fish at the cutts, at the sea, an idea may be formed of what it is likely to be m future. 

To persons unacquainted with the river, it may be necessary to state, that it runs through the town 
of Bushmills, well circumstanced as to hotels, and about one mile from the Giants Causeway, where 
an extensive and well-appointed lodging-house has just been established. T 

Tickets of permission may be had, and any further information obtained, on applying to Mr. James 
Scally, Bush fishery, Bushmills. 

1st March, 1837* * 

Regulations. 

The person intending to angle will first obtain a ticket of permission, which he will produce to one 
of the keepers, who will attend on him, and have the care of all Salmon taken, and the ang er 
have the option of keeping the whole, or any part of the produce of his sport, on paying market price 
at the fishery for the same. , . j 

No instrument to he used, or Salmon taken in any manner but by angling rod, line, ana ny , 
Trout or small flies are not to be used when the Salmon Fry are on their passage to the sea. 

No attendants will be permitted to accompany anglers on the river but the regular keepers, 
they will be paid at the fishery; and no tax whatever on anglers,. which formerly amounted o w 
(with a much more certain prospect of sport) is now charged for tickets of permission. 

Terms: — By the day, 5s. ; week, £1 Is. ; month, £3 3s. ; season, £6 6s. 

No. 7. — Produce of the Berne Rock and Strand Fisheries, near Portstewart, County 
Londonderry, for 1844. 

EicLerr. 1844. 

lbs. 
108 
1,498 
4,485 
3,513 
700 

10,304 



No. 7. — Produce of 
the Beme Rock and 
Strand Fisheries. 



May, 

June, 

July, 

August (1 8 th), 
Private Sale, . 

Total, . 



267 

956 

536 

115 



lbs. 

381 

1,836 

6,427 

3,935 

750 

13,329 



Strand Fishery, 1844. 

Salmon. 
10 
208 
622 
477 
100 



May, 

June, 

July, 

August, to 16th, 
Private Sale, about . 



Coleraine, 23 rd January, 1845. 



1,417 

S. W. Knox. 
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THE COMMISSIONERS OF FISHERIES, IRELAND. 



No. S.— Petition from Fishermen of Sandy Bay to the Commissioners. 

To the Honourable Her Majesty’s Commissioners of Fisheries in the North of Ireland. 

We whose names and marks are here subscribed, being fishermen of Sandv Bay, and its vicinity, 
Lo^gh Neagh, respectfully appeal to your clemency in our present destitute condition. 

Having heard that you have the power of regulating the size of the meshes of the nets, we would 
earnestly solicit its exercise in diminishing the size thereof, so far as to enable us to catch the Pollen ; 
Immg enjojed the privilege of fishing from time immemorial, and it being the only means of subsis- 
tence which many ot us possess. " 

And your petitioners feel (it a peculiar hardship that their interests should be affected by the 
operation of this Act, as it is not generally enforced on the waters of Lough Neagh. 

Sandy Bay, January 14f/i, 1845. 

(Signed by Twenty-nine fishermen.) 



Appendix, No. II. 

No. 8. — Petition 
from Fishermen of 
Sandy Bay to the 
Commissioners. 



Evidence taken before War. T. Mclvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Drogheda. 

Monday, Joke 9, 1845. 

Subject of Inquiry. — The Rivers Boyne and Blackwater, and all their Tributaries ; 
The Rivers Fane, Glyde, and Dee, and all their Tributaries; and all other 
Salmon Rivers and tiieir Tributaries, terminating on the Coast between 
Howth Head and Ballagan Point, south of Carlingford Lough. The Fisheries 
of Howth, Malahide, Swords, Skerries, Balisriggan, and Dundalk, and any 
other Salmon Fisheries on the Coast between Howth Head and Ballagan 
Point aforesaid. 



, Mr. Upton said he was authorized to announce to the Commissioners that the wishes of s ™,, 
tne parties interested m the fisheries of the Glyde were, that no alteration should be made 
m the present Close Season for that river. 

uwi ' ^9 l ^ n( J ton expressed his opinion that the size of tlio mesh should he diminished. Mesh. 
A , ® 4 ro i 1 * e ®cape through the present mesh, and there were not more than a dozen 
caught m his (fishery last season. The Trout do not run till the end of June or the 
beginning of July, and he considered that a net of a small mesh might he permitted at 
that time without prejudice to the Salmon fisheries. 

River Glyde. 



i ^. atl 2 c ^ Carroll, sworn. — Is a fisherman, holds no land, and lives at Milestown, Castle- River Ghde 
beBingham. Fishes the nver Glyde for Mr. Wofeey from before Milestown House, about 
400 perches down. The earliest time he ever fished was the 1st February, hut he caught Fishing time, 
none at that time. The earliest time he ever caught fish was about the 17th February- 
before the late Act they used to fish on to September. The best run of fish is in Au<uist Bust month, 
and September ; the September fish are in pea, but they do not change colour until they 
are some time in the fresh water. They catch very little fish at present; they took but Comparative produc 
one Salmon this month. The breadth of the river averages from forty to seventy feet • 
they use draught nets, which they haul in on the hanks. The time the battery was thrown 
down, and left prostrate for two or three years, there was the greatest fishing he ever 
knew-. They could not haul in their nets in consequence of the weight of fish in them : 
this was about twenty years ago, and he himself caught £80 worth in one season at that 
tune. They fished at the Annagassen mil l s then, and they had good fishing when there 
was a fresh in the river. The last was a bad fishing year ; their entire take did not 
amount to 100 fish. Mi-. Stafford fishes below Mr. Wolsey ; another person fishes at Anna- 
gassen, and there is a third fishery above at Castlebcllingham. They agree to fisli on 
alternate days, so that he fishes for Mr. Wolsey three days in the week. The Close 
Season has been observed since the late Act. There had been a weir at Castlebellinriiam 
bridge, but it is now removed. Four nets work between Castlehellingham and the sea on Number ofi.ets. 
the Glyde, and three on the Dee. Angling is more destructive to the Fry than net fish- DeMru<-iio«i. 
mg ; he has seen hag fulls of Fry taken by the rod. The Fry go down from the middle Migration, 
of ApriL The spents go down generally before the 12th February; the great hulk go 
down between November and Christmas, and sometimes, hut very rarely, they are goiim- 
down in April and May. He did not see one last year in the month of May. When lie 
commences fishing he sometimes catches an odd spent, hut he always returns it to the 
water. There is no water-bailiff on this river. He has frequently seen the Fry destroyed, 
and he did not prosecute the parties who were guilty of this destruction, because he did 
not think it was his business to do so. 

ilfr. Hugh Stafford, sworn. — He fishes about one mile of the river Glyde three days in Obscii-imce of Clqs 
each week. The Close Season is generally observed on that river ; hut he saw the Weekly Time. 

Close Time violated once or twice last year. He wishes for no alteration in the season at Senwm. 
present fixed. The gross sum received for the produce of his fishery in 1843 was £99 ; Produce, 
and beside that, there was about £20 worth of fish used in his house and given in presents. Price. 

The price he receives varies from 4 d. to 2s. 6 d. per pound ; it is never lower than 3d. 

J. lie Salmon Peal come into the river at the end of June, and are taken there from that 
tune to the end of August or September. The great bulk of the spents go down in Migration. 

T 
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Appendix, No. II. 
River Glyde. 

Best years. 

The Dee. 

Produce 



Pent. 

Produce. 

Destruction. 
Horse nets. 



Comparison of years. 

The Fane. 

Late river. 

Pent. 

Seasons compared. 
Best months. 

Season desired. 
Migration. 

River Boyne. 
Spents. 

Season desired. 

Spawning. 

Mode of fishing. 

Impediments. 

Season desired.’ 
Spents. 



February and March; he has seldom seen one in June or July. Means have been taken 
to protect the spawning beds by two or three gentlemen interested. The person who 
fishes above him does not take so much as he. He is of opinion that the fish spawn at 
Castlebellingham. The present year is the best he has ever known ; there has been an 
increase of £10 over former years up to this tune ; and they expect good fishing to the 
end of the season. There is a water-bailiff on the river Dee ; witness has also a net fishery 
on that river, which yields about £70 a-year. There is no difference between the fish of the 
Dee and tire Glyde. The Dee is better than the Glyde from this part of the year out ; but 
the Glyde is better in the early part. 

Thomas Casey, sworn He fives at Annagassen, and fishes below the tail-race of the 

mill, but not between the walls at the wheel ; before the late Act he used to fish up to the 
wheel. He also fishes about half a mile of the Dee ; and from the junction of the Glyde 
and Dee to the sea. They chaw then- nets on alternate days with Sir Alan Bellingham. 
He was not allowed to draw his net in the tail-race since tbe 8th May. He rents the 
fishery from Mr. Thompson, and pays him £10 a-year for it; he never made £100 in the 
year of it. He fishes with long lines or spillards in the Winter time; 500 or 600 hooks 
are attached to each line, aucl the line is spiked down at both ends. He does not pay 
anything to protect the river, nor does his landlord either. Ilis only object is to catch 
the greatest quantity of fish he can. There were tons of Salmon Fry destroyed by rods 
at Annagassen this year ; he did not prosecute the parties, because lie did not think ho 
could do so. Horse nets are usually drawn here. These arc nets of eight inch mesh, and 
sixty or seventy yards in length ; they are drawn with two horses at low water, and they 
take immense quantities of Fry. They are drawn in the Close as well as the Open Season, 
and take every description of fish that comes in their way. They have not been used as 
yet this year ; but he supposes they will be as usual. He fishes below the bridge and in 
the river. Sir Alan Bellingham owns one side, and Mr. Thompson the other ; they draw 
on alternate days. He cannot tell the gross produce of the fishery ; it has been better 
this and the last year than it was before. When there are high floods he cannot catch any 
fish at the place he fishes ; the fish then all go up beyond him. 

The Fane. 

John Elpldnstom, sworn — Lives at Blackrock, and fishes below the bridge of Lurgan 
Green. There is a fish house there with iron bars : the fish go in between the bars, and 
then they take them up with a sort of hoop net. They did not catch any fish this year 
until the 2nd April ; last year the 1 7th March was the earliest time. This is a very late 
river. There is a stake weir bolow the Trap ; but they take the fish earlier in the Trap 
than below. Before the late Act they used to stop on the 29th September, but he could 
not say that any Close Season was observed. He pays £20 a-year to Mr. Fortescue ; and 
makes from £28 to £35 a-year. This and the last year were the worst he has had ; but 
this season was better than the preceding one. August is always the best month ; the fish 
fall off towards the latter end of September. The pea is scarcely noticeable in September ; 
he wishes to fish to the 20th of that month. The bulk of the spents descend in Mav, and 
the i ry commence to run down at the latter end of April. There is only one fishery above 
him; it is at Channel llock above Stephenstown. 



John Kirkwood, sworn— He is a gamekeeper on the Black Castle property near Navan; 
and has been m that service nine years. He has angled for the last six years, and he never 
took aiish before March, except once when he caught one the 14th February; he caught 
none tins year until the 1st April ; he attributes this to a want of floods in the river. Ho 
killed a fresh run fish the last clay of the season last year ; but he never caught one so late 
as the 20th August before. They can only fish at his place when there are sharps or 
currents. He wishes for a change in the season, because tbe spent fish do not get down 
early ; and there is great destruction of them in February and March both by rod and net; 

so , m “ 1 7, as tcn spents in one day in February, ancl he, therefore, 
considers that February should be included in the Close Time. Ho would have the Open 
W°^f°T ime i QCe 1 0n c ! t J ie ls 5, Mardl and continue to the 1st September; and he would 
i r ° Ut , l auA Saln ? on close at the same time. He lias seen the fish full of 

spawn and on the spawning beds m September; these were the early fish which had run 
S+L a 7 0 TT Fe , brilar " V - Twen< y stone of fi sh was the most he ever killed in a season 
, do f now fisl1 nets 5 but before the late Act he was in the habit 
LaS+1 ne ™ Th - er ° are 110 ne . ts l,secl in bis vicinity, nor any nearer than Captain 

i ' . b, f 1 /■ river is not suitable for nets ; it is very stony and uneven. He 

ran I l lj b ® ca ^ se be * aware that no one except the owner of a several fishery 
pstablisWl it 6 chartered rights of the gentleman for whom he fishes are not clearly 

aW Hm ?f“i eS *5? mdes , of the river - Tliere are impediments on the Blackwator 

darn PnS.nl S rf y 1 fr m1 ! 1 the old P a per-mill, about half a mile from Navan. The 

IIr ' at the flax-mffl is quite effectual for the passage of the 

Va- tte “T 8 W drawn on Saturday nights, 

tim in S 5"“v “worn.—: Is lessee of the Old Bridge woiiy and wishes for an altera- 
has am t et* 0 - °"r e le S Imm fI lst January and ending the 1st September. He 
mLSst A U h in , Jaminry and February, hut they are going down ii} the greatest 
quantities in April and May. There are -rety good flsh taken in the month of January. 
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This has been a good fishing year with him at Old Bridge, for the water was low and the 
fUh could not go far up. Before the late Act, he was in the habit of taking fish all 
through the year. There is a run of good fish in September; they are about ecfuaSood 
f' d in , th f month ’ bu * take more good than bad up to the 1st September. ° He , 
JlwlS- any account of the produce. He pays £150 a vear for thefisherv. Has 
done better tins and last year than when allowed to fish all tlirough the year ‘He has 1 
observed the Close .Season since the late Act, and thinks there has been an increase in the , 
fishery m consequence ot tins observance. Twenty years ago the fishery was better than \ 
at P)e&eut, but the last two years have been better than the eight or nine precedin'- ones 
He is of opinion that all wou d agree to have the season from the 1 st January to the 1st 
September. Is quite satisfied with the size of the mesh for taking Salmon, but considers 

° h T/ five 1 mc ] 1 m T e ^ for the ca P ture of Trout; such a mesh might be , 
.allowed to be used from tne 1st July to the latter end of August. The weight of their ’ 

*? tWenty P0UUd , S; S S VeU ° r ^ Pounds may be considered 
J T a '® ; S ®' Tbe T i out are {i : om oue pound to four pounds. He only took a few dozen 
of Trout since the large mesh was introduced, but before then he used to take some 
thousands in a season. The Salmon Fry would be all gone down when the Trout net 

r? d 'f USed i The Tr0Ut iras hettei some Tears than the Salmon 
fisheiy , when they had not one they had the other, and the loss' of the Trout is a very- 
0 ieat injury mdeed. The laigo sized mesh might be used up to the 1st July, and t£ 
small one— one and one-fourth inch Horn knot to knot— from that out; tlii/rc- ulation 
would give general satisfaction. rc^iuanon 

Patrick Owen, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and fishes with seine nets at Baltrav. Thev had 
very had fishing these two or three years, in consequence of the largeness of the mesh \ 
Lie present mesh can catch nothing hut good sized Salmon, all the Trout escape, and the 
fo t r T rly i 6U ' P™ lcl P al f 8her T- He has been fishing these fifteen years, and 
he would not know the drderonce between a Salmon Fry and a White Trout. ' One and 
one-fourth, or one and a half inch mesh, would he best, suited for the fisheries. They 
never used a mesh of less size than oue and one-fourth inch from knot to luiot : such a net 
wouM not catch Salmon Fry. August is the best fishmg month, and they yvould therefore r 
wish for an extension of the season to the 20th September. The fish are very good uu to a 
that tune. Down where they fish, the good are more numerous than the bad up to the 
1 st September. He would not wish the season to commence before the 12th February; s 
they could not fish m the estuary before then, for the water is too cold. The fish are 
certainly getting a httle red m September. They used to catch four times as much fish S 
-formerly than they do now ; m fact, a man might as well beg as continue fishing with the d 
present mesh They usually make only two or three hauls in a fide ; the most they can 
make is four, for the tide is too strong where they fish. 

Bernard Finglass, sworn.— Is a fisherman twenty-eight years. He agrees with all the 
last witness said, except that he could not distinguish between Salmon Fry and white 
Irout. u hen he was in the habit of using the six inch mesh he never caught any Salmon 
luy, except when tang or sea-weed got entangled in the net. This mesh would catch all 
the sizeable Trout, and allow the Salmon Fry and very small fish to pass through. From 
lorn Roe s Point down to Beaulieu there are loose stones laid by the Boyne commission- d 
ers, and great destruction of Fry takes place there : when the tide comes in the Fry enter 
through a gap way which is there, and when the water falls they are left dry* inside in 
immense quantities. He has seen cart loads of them there, and the sea fowl devourin'* 
them. This was in May and June. He thinks there is a mile of ground thus situated on 
the shore, aud the evil could be remedied by having the loose stones laid in such a way as 
that the tide should flow back through the channel through which it came. He fishes from 
the l ackets to Tom Roe s Point. The Fry are in the river up to Augnst ; he has known Fi 
them to come down and return again in schools ; they used not to be taken in the old nets. 
Salmon are good till the 15th September. An odd one may he bad at the latter end of 
August : he fished last year up to the 1 7th, and he did not get one fish that had changed 
colour. The season ought to be extended to the 15tli September. There are Swans°on S, 
this river, and he has frequently seen them devour the Salmon Fry. The fish are getting 
very scarce : there are nine boats fishing down in the tideway, and during the last seven 
days they caught but two Salmon and one Trout between them. They have better fUhin<* 
when the wind is easterly than when westerly, because when the wind blows from the east 
the fish drop down from Old Bridge ; the west wind keeps them up. In their fishing the 
last boat on the line generally takes the most. The number of boats here has not N 
increased latterly ; there are nine boats at his place. A badly made seven pound fish 
would go through the present mesh. April and May were pretty good this year, but the 
produce since would not pay the men who help Mm. He used formerly catch about £32 F. 
worth of fish in the year, but up to this time this year he has only caught £11 worth : this 
is less than it was to the same time last year. He began to fish the 20th April ; the best 
time is the month of August. He is generally more successful in fishing than the others. B 
He caught 130 Salmon last year of an average weight of eight pounds. The Trout was p 
more valuable than the Salmon fishery when they used the small sized mesh, because they 
killed some every tide ; now in seven days he did not kill one. A poor man could not 
afford to have two sets of nets — one for Trout aud the other for Salmon. A net costs £6 ; 
his is ninety yards in length, and the general length is from eighty to ninety. He would 
recommend a six inch mesh for both Salmon and Trout during the entire season. A seven A' 
inch mesh would let a two pound Trout pass through, aud the general run of Trout are 

T 2 
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River Boyne. 

Weirs on the Boyne. 



Mesh. 

Season. 

January fish. 

Pike. 
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Best season. 

Destruction of Eels. 
Gas tar not injurious. 



Decrease in produce. 
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Migration. 

Spawning. 
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one pound and a half, two pounds, and three pounds weight. He would rather have a seven 
inch mesh the entire season than one of eight inches to July, and six after that. He would 
as soon have the seven as the six inch mesh. He cannot say that the Gas W orks here do 
any injury to the fishery. 

Patrick Duggan, sworn. — Is water-bailiff to the Boyne Fishery Association, and is 
acquainted with the obstructions on the river between Drogheda and Slane. Knows the 
Old Bridge weir ; a change has been made in it since 1 842 : the gates have been widened 
and the bars, instead of being horizontal, are now perpendicular. The bottom of the 
Queen’s Gap has also been deepened ; some sand has been removed from it, and as far as 
he can understand, the weir is now in strict conformity with the Act. The Stanlon, Bal- 
lanacreed, and Roughgrange weirs, alluded to in the Fishery Report of 1836, are not now 
fished, nor are they impediments to the free passage of the fish. Some persons fished in 
the mill pools of Stanlon in April last, and were fined for it. He only knows the weirs on 
this river since 1842. The weir at Rossnaree West is now fished; changes have been 
made in it since 1842, conformably with the Act ; but the islands and spur walls are still a 
serious obstruction, and could be removed without prejudice to the mill power. Rossnaree 
is eight miles from Drogheda along the river, and five by the road : one of the doors at 
this wen- has been left for a Queen’s share. Rossnaree East is not .fished ; no change has 
been made in it, and he has heard that the walls are a serious obstruction. The navigation 
wall at Old Bridge is also an impediment in dry weather, but the wall at Slane is the worst 
obstruction on the river. He has heard great coniplaints among the fishermen about the 
size of the mesh and the Close Season. He would substitute a seven inch mesh generally 
through the season, and is of opinion that it would be best to commence fishing on the 1st 
January, and continue till the 1st or 12th September. There are not more spents than 
good fish in January, _ and any one who would meet with a spent would return it to the 
water. The loss which the poor fishermen sustain from not being able to catch the Trout 
is incalculable. The Salmon are as good to the 20tli August as before, but those which 
are a long time in the river are turning brown. There are nine fishing boats at Drogheda • 
their crews are generally men of families, and have no land. 

John Connell, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and well acquainted with the Boyne. The Pike 
are very numerous in this river, and they destroy more Fry than all the other means of 
destruction put together. He heard of one from forty to fifty pounds weight having been 
killed near Old Bridge last week. He is certain that they devour immense quantities of 
fish, and tins evil would be effectually prevented if the poor people who were working all 
the week were allowed to fish with rod and line on Sundays. When they had liberty to 
angle on those days they used to take great quantities of Pike, but now the river is over- 
run with them, to the great injuiy of the fishery. It is the water-bailiff, Duggan, who 
prevents the people from angling on Sunday. 

Patrick Duggan, recalled'.— Has been in the habit of preventing persons from fishing on 
Sundays, and would summon any one whom he found doing so ; ho means to say that he 
would summon a person for angling on Sunday as well as any other day, unless he had a 
written permission. 

John Connell's examination continued.— Be quite agrees with Malone, that {he present 
mesh is too large. He would rather have a seven inch mesh for the entire Season than a 
ipart, and a smaller one at the latter end of the year. He considers that the 
hSlSfftk be*™ 4e!2th February to the 1st September. An odd fish begins to 
T th 1 eyare excellent np to the middle of that month. 
„ t Sr* d 1 “f, ■ ?¥ 3 doai ™ **”> nYei ', and supposes that they are destroyed by 

gas tar. He does not think gas tar injures floating fish, such as Trout or Salmon ; for on 
S“ . IT 1 ™! to “ k .* 0 “ e Tr0,lt ? ad P 1 * them into water mixed with gas tar ; he left them 
® n S“ e ¥l.“ 4 f tlle mermng they swam away quite uninjured. The tar floats on 
S™ Shf™ I* 1 Su ae gr T d “ <?' 41088 cemo "‘ wiih tire mud at the bottom, and 
u* h ° ree E al0n s * e Although he is fifteen or eighteen 

eSs hewn tlf Wm0n destr0 J' ed in tie manner desoribod by Fin- 

giass, between the piers and loose stones from Roe’s Point. 

hJsh,Zinil-,o°e nS T' r 01 ' 11 S Js les ? ee of ,he ' Teirs “ nd mffl at Rossnaree West ; {hey 
£ Mi OMnSa* 1 ®!*? 01 ' K!!ty ye ” 8 ’ Alterations have been made in this weir 
srnce 1836 , one of tbe doors has been opened for the purpose of for ming a Queen’s share • 

on at the SHue min \ ° 6n l ™ v’’ ° ' dsk The system of gaffing canoed 

eLen taehmel ”, ? nsed * d6creMe i[1 4110 « 8 W- Ho uses sweep nets of 

fish £ LTwwi * ^ IS neoe88 f y at 1,18 as a8 re are none there tut large 

raffish?, iS, 4 " 1 ™“ a ‘ S a “ ka8 been of serious injury to the gene- 

mefts taVfrri, T 6 ^ c r e dom at ^ e " d . of April a »d during May! the 

Etta R, . Oototer and November are the spawning 
Tbe fisberv Ins l " • .? st ^ an . uai T 38 ^ est time to commence tbe season. 

T° the n ^ atioa "01 ™s built at Brow by tbe Board of 
mon have WaU ** m P e S ment 1,3 Other’s time more than 1,500 Sal- 

S? S Z S * "TSi at B ?T ar ? e - The foUowin S « a correct account of 
years 1842^843^^ S n ^ the yeare 17 "’ 1800 ° and 1801, and for the 

Lstei Sunday \ P Unn f early years the price was 7s. per Salmon up to 

J^astei Sunday, and 4s. per Salmon for the remainder of the season •_ 
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l/9s. Salmon. 



December, 16 

1799. 

January, 32 

February, 48 

March, 285 

April, 266 

May, 152 



Caught in the weir. 



806 Total in weir. 
367 With nets. 

1,173 Total for season. 



1799. Salmon. 

November, 13 In weir. 
December, 23 „ 

1800. 

January, 58 „ 

February, 209 „ 

March, 138 „ 

April, 203 „ 

Maj, 322 

June, 12 „ 



1,078 Total in weir. 
425 In nets. 

1,503 Total for season. 



1S42. Salmon. 

January, "3 

February, 34 

March, 98 

April, 123 

May, 24 

July, 35 

317 



1 843. Salmon 

January, 6 

February, 18 

March, 63 

April, 24 

May, 10 

June, 8 

July, 3 

August, 3 

135 



Price per lb. 
s- d. s. d. 

1 10 to 2 0 
12-20 
14-22 
10-16 
10-13 
0 5-08 

Total for season. 



Price per lb. 

. s. d. s. d. 

1 3 to 1 8 

16-18 
0 9-13 
0 10 - 1 4 

0 8-10 
0 6-08 
0 6 
0 5 



Total for season. 



AprESDix, No. II. 
River Boyne. 



1800. Salmon. 

November, 18 In weirs. 
December, 78 „ 

1801. 

January, 138 „ 

February, 267 „ 

March, 433 „ 

April, 118 „ 

May 9 „ 

1,061 Total in weirs. 
398 In nets. 

• 1,459 Total for season. 



Price per lb. 

1844. Salmon, s. d. s. d. 
February, 5 1 6 to 1 8 

March, " 29 1 0 - 1 10 

April, 12 0 10 - 1 4 

May, 2 0 10 

48 Total for season. 



Mr. John H. Hudson said that he was interested in the Boyne fishery ; and would wish Season desired, 
for a season commencing the 1st January and ending the 12th September. They do not 
commence to fish below until the 12th March. £100 would effectually remedy the 
Slane weir. 



Rosstrevor, Thursday, September 4, 1845. 

The Rosstrevor inquiry had reference to the state of the fisheries on the coast between 
Ballagan Point and the southern point of Strangford Harbour. Deputations attended 
from the towns of Newcastle andDundrum, in order to convey to the Inspectors the wishes 
of the several parties interested in the fisheries of these places. Mr. Hunter, agent to Extension of season. 
Lord Annesley, stated that it was the unanimous desire of all parties that the fishing 
season should he extended to the 1st September, and that trawling should be prohibited 
■within certain limits in Dundrum Bay. He also complained that encroachments were per- 
petually made on the rights of Lady Annesley in the river Shimna, which passes through 
Tollymore Park aud enters the sea at Newcastle; and strongly urged the necessity of 
defining the month of that river. Other gentlemen from Dundrum aud Newcastle con- 
curred in the statements made by Mr. Hunter, and expressed a strong desire for an 
extension of the season to the 1st September, averring that the spawning does not com- 
mence till after that period. 

There was no sworn evidence received at this inquiry, the Salmon fisheries of the locality 
being very unimportant; but the Oyster fisheries formed the chief subject of conversation; 
and Mr. Mulvany explained the nature of the late enactments on the subject, with a view 
to encourage the formation of artificial beds in Carlingford Lough. 



Evidence taken before Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Strangford, 

Friday, September 5, 1845. 

J. P. Maxwell, esq., having been sworn, deposed, that there was an obstruction to the free Obstruction, 
passage of the fish on the Downpatrick river, at a mill weir belonging to Mr. Henry. The 
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Destruction. 
The Gilpin. 



Fishing time. 
Produce. 

Bag and draught 
System of protects t 



' Produce. 

Observance of Close 
Time. 

Mesh. 
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war was so constructed as to form a complete barrier to the progress of the smallest 
Trout. Salmon could not get up to spawn, and if they did succeed they could not again 
descend to the sea. He possessed the sole right of fishing on the river, and was formerly 
in the habit of taking from thirty to forty Salmon in a haul with the draught net, but now 
he does not take seven in the entire season. About twelve years ago Mr. Henry came to 
him and asked him to forego his exclusive right, in order that a fishing company might be 
formed. He refused to do so, but offered to suspend it if he got a sufficient quantity of 
fish. The company was not formed, but the weir was constructed in the manner which 
makes it now the subject of complaint. There is no protection whatever on the river, and 
the breeding fish are destroyed in vast quantities. Under the present circumstances it 
would be desirable to keep the Close Season as it is, although he is of opinion that it ter- 
minates too soon. There are no Salmon taken in the lough except what are going into the 
Downpatrick river. The Salmon of this river are hard and lean, and of a very inferior 
description. 

It was strongly' urged by several parties present, that the fisheries of Strangford Lough 
were in rapid progress of deterioration, in consequence of the destruction of a small kind 
of fish called “ Gilpin,” at the mouth of the lough, by nets of a very small sized mesh. It 
appears that this fish, originally little larger than a Sprat, when permitted to increase in 
size, becomes more valuable, and is, in its next stage, called “ Blocken.” It finally pro- 
gresses to a very large size, and becomes the “ Black Pollock,” or, as it is called oh the 
coast of Waterford, the “ Glassen.” Vast numbers of very poor and industrious persons 
derive a livelihood from the capture of this fish in its earliest stages, and it constitutes an 
important article of food for the humbler classes. The gentlemen who most strongly felt 
the necessity for restraint, acknowledged the propriety of great deliberation before any 
restriction should be determined on; and they received an assurance that the subject 
should be attentively considered, by the Commissioners. Specimens of the fish in their 
various stages were produced, in order that the opinion of eminent naturalists might be 

had, it haying been asserted by several persons that they were quite a distinct species 

that the Gilpin was of the nature of a Sprat, and did not increase in size. 

The remainder of this inquiry was entirely conversational, and referred to the facilities 
possessed by that locality for the formation of artificial Oyster-beds, the various improved 
modes of fishing, the necessity of strictly observing the Close Season, and finally the nature 
of the more important sections of the amended Act of last Session, 8th and 9th Victoria, 
cap. 108. 



Evidence taken before William T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Baiuiy, Esqrs., 
at Larne, Saturday, September (i, 1845. 

Subject of Inquiry. — The Fisheries of Larne, Glenarm, Red Bay, and Ccsiiendall. 

Peter Reilly , sworn. — Lives at Glenarm, and has been in the habit of fishing at Water- 
ioot; He generally began to fish on the 17th March, and continued to. the end of August. 
Before introduction of the bag nets lie used to take from fifteen to twenty Salmon at 
one haul in the spring time ; but since their introduction he has not gotten so much. He 
has never kept an exact account of the quantity of fish which lie took in a season. When 
Hector came to that part of the country first, witness fished two seasons with him. He is 
not aware of liow much Hector caught in bis bag net in the year, but it was certainly much 
more than he did with his draught net. There was no protection given to tlic fisheries at 
that time; but when he fished the Cushendall river, he protected it most effectually, by 
i. cautiomng the people and making friends of them ; and he is of opinion that, without any 
assistance, he could preserve a river better than all the police and water-keepers put 
ogetiier. The plan he adopted was this: — “ There was one time,” said witness, “ that I 
caught some people killing fisli in the Close Season, and I summoned them before a magis- 
trate. Ilie day came on for hearing the summons, and they came to mo and said, that if 
i let them oft, and not go against them, I wouldn’t lose anything by it. So I considered • 
r® 1 bes * tiui, S do, and I did not appear. They all then collected together, and 
went into a house, and had half a pint of whiskey, and they gavo me their hand that they 
wo never destroy a fish again. And I said to them, that whenever there was a wedding, 
JJ * _ ra ” or a P erson sick, or a breeding woman, that really wanted a hit of fish, if 
it L I t0 - a * , asked my leave— for leave was light— I would allow them to take . 
tit ° r t tKe y waute <l it; and after that, when any of them went along 

• L d 9® ashamed, not only of me, hut of their neighbours, to do anything 

■ ■ J?' ^ a , .®. oMyway to preserve a river ; for if you go on summoning and surnmon- 

(■ P e °p e will do all they can to destroy the fish.” In former times he always ceased 
tailing late m August. He Ashes -with bag nets at present, but caught very Me this 
, m ! r t ly , what Mr - c “PP««e consumed. Observed tbe -weekly Close Time in 
-o ® ts > ® ut he has seen the bag nets of other persons in fishing order on Sundays. 
L JvL°^ 6rV T Ce ° f ^ Weekl y Close Time Xe taheTOTis net in; this he finds to be 
32 e ’ because it is necessary to wash the net occasionally. Is quite aware that the 
ni m. nd the police can, by the late Act, seize the nets not observing the weekly 
iHS/* 1 .*! considers that the existence of such a power is calculated to enforce 
kitAf- trv tofB season. The present mesh of one and tliree-fourth. inches, from 

Knot to knot, is well suited for the fishery. He has been in the habit of preserving his 
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iiets with a solution of catechu, which he finds to answer much better than anythin" else a v .. 

he has tried. The flax water is always allowed to run into the Glenariff river, and the fish Arr ‘ ESr ' , ' v ' ^ 1L 
are afraid to go into the river until this water has all disappeared. The Open Season Glenarm Fishers. 
should, m lus opinion, extend to the 1st September. 1 

J^JTon^wTora.— : Lives at Glenarm. Is a fisherman, and fishes for both Salmon and « Iax w “, ter : , 

U lute fish He is the owner of three bag nets ; one is set at Carnlough, another at Stred- SbJd Zt* 
tmd at 1 (jlon ? rm Bay. He has been in the habit of commencing to fish on Fishing time, 
the 12th February, and ceasing at the latter end of August. Usually the beginning of the 
year was the worst part, but tins year the early fishery was very good. One° season 
Hecto.i * ne ? bag nets at Mill Bay, four miles south of Glenarm, and he succeeded very 
well, but the fishery of Glenarm Bay did not pay this year. Complains of trammel nets. Trammel, 
floated, with corks, being set m the sea both by day and night. They are set for the 
purpose of catching Lytlie, Glassen, and Black Pollock, hut lie is of opinion that they are 
also calculated to take Salmon ; and, if set between Larne and Glenarm, that they should 
do so. Trammel nets have been used iu this locality as long as he can recollect. ‘Witness 
is anxious for an extension of the Open Season to the 1st September, as the fish caught Season desired. 

. through August are m fine wholesome condition, and there would be a sufficient quan- 
tity to go up to stock the river after the 1st September. The bed of the Glenarm river is 
very hard, and there are very few breeding places in it. He fishes with both long lines and 
draught nets. He has frequently taken five or six tons of Pollock in a night, but now they 
are prevented from fishing for them either with a small sized mesh or during the Close 
Salmon Season, when they often run in great abundance. 

Mr. Mulvanv observed that there was no law or regulation to interdict the use of the 
smallest sized mesh for taking White fish; the limitation to the size of mesh had reference 
only to the nets used for the capture of Salmon, and fish of the Salmon species. 

John JSPAuley, of Ballygftlly, stated that he also had been prevented from fishing for 
White nsh during the Close Salmon Season, and with a small sized mesh. 

John Kane’s examination resumed — There is no trawling on this part of the coast, and 
the long lines are set out about four miles, on a line with the “ Maidens.” There are 

Oj?$ ers bi this locality. He had not an opportunity of seeing whether the weekly 
the k w G liad been observed ia tbe ba = net bsW-y. but he himself invariably obeyed 

James M'Auley, Sworn.— Lives at Cushendall, and fishes for Salmon and white Trout in cwie««v/ Fishem 

Cushendall and Red Bays. He has two hag nets; he has been fishing with this kind of 

net these six years, and pays Mr. M‘Ifeill of Bed Bay £25 a year for the hag net fishery. Number of nets. 

He has been fishing near Waterfoot these six years ; the bag net is set near the month of Rent, 
the river. Both Reilly and Hector fished there before him, and he believes that they also 
paid rent to Mr. M‘Neill, who owns the land from winch witness fishes. Hector was the 
first pereon who fished there, hut they have regularly continued the use of the bag net 
since his time, which is about ten or twelve years ago. Before that time Reilly and his 
father fished this place with draught nets. 

P eter Reilly stated, that his father paid rent for this fishing place, but he fished it after 
Hector, and paid no rent. 

Examination resumed. — There never was a fishery at the south side of the river until 
Hector came. They used to commence fishing about the 1st January, and continued Fishing time, 
the whole season On ; now they begin on the 12th February. He considers that the fish 
which he takes are from different rivers, in consequence of their difference Of shape. 

There was a bag net at Cusliendun this year; the leaders of the hag nets have most 

commonly been lifted dining the weekly Close Time. He himself observed the law, and Observance of Olose 

he heard that others did the same. He is desirous of being allowed to fish on the 20th Ti,ne - 

September, as was his custom before tbe late Act ; and lie is of opinion that the fish which Season desired 

go up in the early part of September and the latter end of August, are uot allowed to 

breed. There certainly is pea in the fish from the 1st August, and he is aware that after 

that time he- would kill many of the parent fish. There is no pier at Cushendall, nor a want of piers 

single landing place on the entire coast between Larne and Portrash. The following is a P 

correct return of the quantity of fish taken at Red Bay and Cushendall, in his two bag nets 

during 1843, 1844, and 1845. The fish mentioned are all good and sound, and the return 

contains all that were taken, except a few w'hich he sold at his house : Produce. 







1843. 




1844. 


1845. 






No. of Fish. 


Gross Weight. No. of Fish. 


Gross Weight. 


No. of Fish. G 


rass Wei 






lbs. 




lbs. 




lbs. 


January, 


3 


19 


0 


0 


O 


0 


February, 


6 


70 


4 


31 


7 


55 


March, 


21 


207 


22 


142 


12 


100 


mT 1, 


34 


271 


44 


366 


2S 


238 




5 


45 


50 


469 


16 


•131 


June,. 


110 


545 


220 


864 


31 


1S9 


July, 


172 


823 


465 


2,450 


93 


•557 


August, 


110 


773 


85 


420 ! 


25 


174 


September, 


40 


320 


0 


0 


0 


0 




501 


3,073 


890' 


4,742 i 


282 


1,444 



William Dale complained of his having been prevented by the coast guard officer and Prevention to 
chief boatman of this district, from using a small-sized mesh for taking White fish. He taking White fish. 
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Appesdix, No. II. 
Gleiuirm Fishery. 
Produce. 



wrote to tlie inspecting commander on the subject, and the only reply he received was 
that the coast guard would not seize any nets except such as were illegal. . 

John Kane, previously exa m i n ed, then handed in the following account of the quantity 
of fish tahen at the Glenarm fishery, in his three hag nets : — 







1843. 




1844. 




1845. 




Salmon. 


Grilse. 


Salmon. Grilse. 


Salmon. 


Grilse. 


February, 


7 


0 


13 


0 


1 20 


0 


March, 


62 


0 


37 


0 


22 


0 


April, 


42 


0 


52 


0 


! 31 


0 


May, 


33 


3 


71 


3 


29 


1 


June, 


38 


177 


58 


424 


15 


91 


July, 


31 


490 


43 


770 * ; 


32 


270 


August, 


19 


180 


14 


192 


28 


108 




232 


850 


28S 


1,389 


177 


470 



Evidence taken before Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Galway, 
Monday, October 6, 1845. 

Subject of Inquiry.— The Fisheries of the Bays of Galway, Kilkerrin, Birturbuy, 
Roundstone, and Mannin ; the Fisheries of Lough Corrib, Lough Mask, and the 
River Spiddal ; and the Fisheries of the entire Coast, and all the Rivers ter- 
minating thereon, between Black Head and Clifden. 

An application having been made by Mr. Robertson, the lessee of the Ballinahinch 
fishery, for such an alteration in the Close Season as would cause it to embrace as much of 

the early season as possible, and to close on the 1st day of August 

Mr. Mulvany stated, that he and his Colleague were now prepared to hear any evidence 
which Mr. Robertson might adduce, in furtherance of his views and wishes in this respect 
Ballinahinch Fishery. Mr. John Bobei-tson, having been sworn, deposed, that he is lessee under Mr. Martin, of the 

— Ballinahinch fishery, one branch of which extends about sixteen miles to Gleninagh, or 
Extent of fishery. Loughinagh Lake ; and another branch goes as far as Flynn’s house. He fishes in Lough 

Inagh, with rods and nets. He holds the fishery under an agreement of twenty-three 
Modes and places of years, from its commencement, fifteen years of which are unexpired. He fishes all along 
fishing. the river, and out in Birturbuy Bay, with draught nets, at high and lo”w water. He fishes 

entirely on Mr. Martin’s property, and no one does so but himself. He fishes with cribs as 
well as with nets; the cribs are placed about one mile nearer the sea than Ballinahinch 
house. He has never fished with nets at the Ballinahinch fishery before the beginning of 
May, because he considered it would not pay at that time; and besides, the fish; in the 
early part of the year, run ahead, and are therefore caught in tho weir. He holds the 
fishery according to the quantity of fish taken ; that is, he pays a certain sum to his land- 
lord, for every pound of fish : the greater, therefore, the take, the greater the sum received 
by the landlord. The following is a correct return of the quantity of fish taken in the 
BaUmahmch fishery, since 1836, the first season that lie got tho fishery. This includes the 
produce of both weirs and nets : — 

Produce. 1S36, 

1837, 



1838, 

1839, 

1840, 

1841, 

1842, 

1843, 

1844, 



1845, 



1,521 Salmon, 
Trout, 

262 Salmon, 
3,682 Salmon, 
Trout, 



11,904 1 
2,767 / 
1,583 
25,195 
7,113 



148 Spring Salmon, 
4,962 Salmon, 

Trout, 

61 Spring Salmon, 
6,495 Summer Salmon, 
Trout, 

183 Spring Salmon, 
4,208 Summer Salmon, 
Trout, 

213 Spring Salmon, 
3,535 Summer Salmon, 
Trout, 

398 Spring Salmon, 
7,387 Summer Salmon, 
Trout, 

370 Spring Salmon, 
5,454 Summer Salmon, 
Trout, 

1 61 Spring Salmon, 



1,269 

34,129 

16,020 

530 

41,007 

11,339 

1,835 

28,063 

16,119 

1,877 

25,126 

20,039 

3,273 

47,986 

19,895 

3,233 

37,341 

13,601 

1,450 



4,388 Summer Salmon, 28,301 
Trout, . 15,585 

100 Spring Salmon, 902 
4,869 Summer Salmon, 33,014 
Trout, . 14,009 



Cannot say when he began or ceased this year ; would 
say they commenced in Nov., but is not certain. 

From the middle of December to 1st June. 

From the 1st June to the 17th August. 

In the whole season the principal part was taken in 
nets. The Trout fishery commences about the 
10th June, and continues to the end of September. 

Caught from the middle December to 31st May. 

Caught from 1st June to 12th August. 

Produce of entire season. 

Caught from 12 th March to 1st June. 

Caught from 15th February to 1st June. 

Commenced 6th January. 

Commenced 2nd December. A very excellent season. 

Commenced 9th November. 

Commenced 25th January, and ended 12th August 
this year. He has not fished his river much after 
the 1st August. 

Commenced 15th February. 
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The following 


s the return for the months in the year 1843: — 


Appendix, No. II. 


November, 


23 


247 


from the 9th to tlie end. 


Ballinahinch Fishery. 


December, 


94 


S37 


from 3rd to 6th, 49 Salmon, 43 4 lbs. 




January, 


71 


. 605 






Fcbruarv, 


27 


249 


from 1st to IStb, five Salmon caught. 




March, 


44 


413 






April, 


33 


310 






May, 


65 


. 572 






J une, . 


1,241 


. 7,532 






July, 


3,957 


. 26,67-3 






August (to 14th), 


256 


1,779 


on the 14th, seventeen Salmon caught. 





He pays water-bailiffs for tbe protection of the fisheries. All the breeding fish are on Protection, 
the spawning beds in the months of November, December, January, and February ; and he Spawning, 
would not, therefore, allow any fishing to take place above the weir during these months. 

If such a practice were allowed, all the breeding fish, and consequently the future stock of 
the river, would be destroyed. He thinks that the fisheries can never prosper unless all 
poaching be extinguished ; and by the term “ poaching,” he understands all destruction of Poaching, 
fish, by any means whatever, during the Close Season. Witness would wish the season to 
commence early. He never takes black fish in his weir, no matter how early he commenced. 

There is no Queen’s gap in his weir, but there is always a portion of it open. He considers 

the free admission of fish to the upper waters desirable, but it should not be permitted to 

too great an extent ; for, in the summer months, the water gets so low that the fish can 

be destroyed with the greatest ease. He has regularly observed the weekly Close Time 

in his weir. Mr. Martin, who has the whole right of fishing along the river, never refuses 

any respectable person the privilege of angling ; and witness is also anxious to encourage fail- Angling. 

angling. The most suitable season for the Ballinahinch fishery is from the 1st December Suitable season. 

to the 1st August. This applies only to the river below the weir ; and as to the part of the 

river above the weir, he would neither fish it himself, nor allow any one else to do so before 

the 1st June. From the 12th February to the 1st August is, in his opinion, the best 

season for the summer fishery. 

Mr. Mulvany inquired, how could such a distinction be drawn, or practically carried 
into effect, consistently with the proper protection of the fisheries. 

Mr. Robertson replied that he spoke not in reference to any other fishery except that 
of Ballinahinch, nor did he mean to say that the season which he proposed would answer 
all rivers. The best spawning grounds are on the main river. He employs about twenty 
water-bailiffs, and three head men, in the protection of this fishery, the white Trout Trout, 
begin to. spawn in the first week of October; the great bulk spawn between the 10th Spanning. 
October and the 20th November, and they cease 1st January. The Summer fish begin to 
spawn in October. The Spring fish which go up in November spawn in February, and 
those which go up in December spawn a month later. He has never marked them going- 
up at that time, but he is quite sure that they are Spring fish. The Spring Salmon are not 
advanced in pregnancy in November. The greatest pea is found in the Spring fish in January fish. 
January ; he cannot say what is the latest period for the spawning of the Spring fish. 

The Summer fish begin to spawn in October; the great bulk about the 10th December; 
and they continue till the 10th January ; the Summer spawning is then over. 

The male fish return to the sea immediately after spawning; the mother fish gene- Spents. 
rally begin to run down in March, and do not cease descending until the 1st June ; the 
cause of this is, that there are so many lakes and small streams, down which the fish 
cannot pass till it is late. The Fry come down early in March ; the great bulk of them Fry. 
during the first ten days in May; and almost all are down before the 1st June. Persons 
angling during these months must necessarily kill large quantities of Fry, and he would 
therefore prohibit angling altogether at that time. It would be difficult to prosecute and 
convict a person for killing Fry, and he never heard of such a prosecution in this district. 

He does not mean to say that the magistrates would not convict for killing Fry, but the 
magistrates would not know whether the fish taken was really a Salmon Fry, and it would 
be difficult to prove it. 

Mr. Mulvany observed that every fish having the fleshy fin above the tail is of the 
Salmon species ; and the 73rd section of the Act was so plain, that no intelligent magis- 
trate, anxious for the due administration of the law, could avoid convicting under it. 

Witness . — The clause of having fish “ in possession” during the Close Time is the most 
effectual check to poaching. The abolition of uniformity would not remove that check, 
because when a Salmon was produced in the market, a certificate stating that it was the 
produce of the river which it was then legal to fish would obviate all the difficulty. 

Though he might be able to distinguish a Spiddal from a Balhnahinch Salmon, the public 

forces certainly would not ; but if it were clean fish that was exposed for sale, he thmks it 

would be no harm. The Fry which go down in August are the produce of the early or 

Spring fish. When he purchases fish from other fisheries, he pays 2|cZ. per pound in the Prices. 

Summer months. The Spring price varies according to the supply; he has gotten so much 

as 4s. 6 cl. per pound in Dublin for it. Witness is also lessee of the Renvyle fishery, but Renvyle fishery. 

does not wish for a change of the season there; the produce of the Renvyle fishery is p ro duce. 

from five to six tons of Salmon yearly. The quantity of fish taken in Galway is decidedly 

not half what it is capable of yielding ; the fisheries are not at all commensurate with the 

capabilities of the district. The protection of the Fry, which are now destroyed in great 

numbers, is the only thing that will benefit the fisheries; and he considers that every 
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Ballinahinch Fishery. 



Bag nets. 



Meat. 

Trout. 



fishery m Ireland would be increased four fold by the protection of the Fry and breeding 
fish. Birturbuv and Roundstone bays are well situated for bag nets, but this engine is not 
good for fishing except where there is a great run of fish towards the river. The ba«- net 
is not suited to the south-western coast of Ireland, because great quantities of sea 
weed are cut there, and this dirties the nets. Where there is a great rise and fall 
of tide, the bag net must be made deep ; if there be a heavy tide the mouth shuts and 
doubles at low and high water. The rise and fall of tide at Ballycastle are smalh-not 
more than nine feet at high springs. He is anxious for a reduction of the mesh to one 
inch from knot to knot, for the one and three-fourth inch mesh is quite too large for the 
capture of their Trout, which are very numerous, and devour the Salmon spawn and small 
Fry m great quantities. There are ten times the number of Trout that there are of Salmon 
and the after run of them— a species called the “ Cooneen”— are about half a pound weight’ 
and never grow to a larger size. These are very destructive, and an inch mesh is the onlv 
one suitable for their capture. An inch mesh would catch very few Salmon Fry, and he 
would be anxious to have this mesh for his regular nets to fish every where. The increase 
of Trout is quite incompatible with the increase of Salmon, for he has frequently taken the 
Salmon spawn and Fiy out of them stomachs ; and he therefore considers the inch mesh 
would be effective of much good. He speaks of the Ballinahinch fishery alone, but without 
any reference to its being exclusively fished; if he were dead to-morrow, what he lias, 
stated would be equally true for those who would come after. 



The Costello Rive 
Mode of fishing 
Barrier. 



Protection. 
Time of fishing. 

Produce. 

Season. 

Spawning. 



The Sj)idtlal Riv 



September and 
October fish. 
■Weir. 



The Costello River. 

Francis O'Cannor, sworn.— Is the assistant manager of the fisheries on this river unde- 
the lessees. It is on the estate of Lord Donoughmore, but the Regans are the proprietors 
m fee _ There is no weir upon it ; it is fished with rods and lines exclusively, hut nets are 
hauled m the bay outside. There are several large lakes on this river, hut the fish cannS 
ascend to them in the Open Season, in consequence of a harrier which is put up to prevent 

S mo ' T ut“ a f 7 — 1 ° £ lzon i?" 8 ’ and without an J cribs - wis fat put up in 

1839 , and the object of it is to confine the fish for the purpose of angling. If that weir 

twt ™ , fn C ' T° ish ‘7n' lld rm ? the n F er waters - 14 “ aWs taken down daring 
the annual Close Time. There are twenty-five water-bailiffs paid for the protection of thl 
They begin fishntg at the end of June, and generally cease about the 19th August 

Trent VL mod P r “ du ? e o£ that year was 1 28 Salmon, and lfl38 

Trout. The produce of the fisheiy is on the increase. The gentleman for whom he acts 
would wish the season to be extended to the 20th September or the 1st October Tim 
spawning commences in November, hut December is the greatest spawning month He 
the m outh of fl * e “ T ? r i and le fi rst observes a good ran of Salmon about the 
middle of July. The earliest tune he ever killed fresh fish was in tile month of May and 
he has seen an unspawned Salmon m that month. The public never fish in Costello Bay 
he is not aware what it is that hinders them. He has caught fish in September and 
the pea m that month is sometimes large and sometimes small. The Salmon do not run 
up tins river tail it is late ; and it is therefore they wish for a late season He would ™ 
propose to catch every fish in September, but would allow some to escape He does not 

Ss tucV tnuir? 80 , of fte s sWy eyery m "p “s 

n ; Da f ier «> allusion bas been made is not where the old fishing weir had been • 
it is put up during the Open Season, because the river is kept for anglin-? 

a “ d a4 5nc timeVSmoned a person 

S at the Pcttv Se x 6 We “ °1 bamor m 1 u “ tion ”ecfed. The case was 

year during tbe Open Season. He wrote to the Commissioned of Se Sard of Wori s 
concerning it, and they directed him to summon a second time, but he did not do so. 

The Spiddal River. 

'■ ac/SJSZsffdl'T 68 at 8P idda >. a " d » employed by Mr. Fitspatrick. He is 
SS h Jme ™ f °" rteen 01 4fte ™ J 6ars - The filing always com- 

to SslSd Th?v “ °?*. 0b61 ' i 2“ 4 was tie kte8t month he ever knew the river 

tt T. , ‘ j Asy always caught good fish, and in fair quantity, up to the 15th October 

Sl f 114 0etob *> and ^ some Itll in pea. 
hut veryTeltan Wv “ m ”? a than a Trout fishery ; it is sometimes, 

high tides com?u?to fl ’’ tl “ 8 , weir 18 *hont thirty yards from the sea, and the 

of the river is reeky and — ° ^ call ght are not sold. The bottom of the upper part 
part so narrow tlnfnne graved y, and tlf ' r0 are a great many streams running into that 
S^ht tS fern th Sfi’S m ^ 80 ‘hat the' fish could he rfost easDy 
he does not think « ™-li * m ? e 4be mer 18 abollt twenty miles in length, but 
£ >? oteot 14 the higher- parts, there are so many small, 
season he fished in it Mr g °°n t;d:Gri 411 this river in October every 

September The natural! t iat , tie seaB<m should extend to the 20th 
abo P umrinlM ftXlhe £ it is impossible for the fish to pass, is 

which went up nevSretaed The land ? P T g ° “"c 6 * tr ,° l ' g]l 54 once ’ te ‘ tbe flsh 
p ever returned, the land along the river from the sea to the source is the 
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property of different persons. The obstruction is a solid rock, and the passage to which Awwnux, No. IL 

he alluded as having been made at one time was a little bye way, which was cut round by 

the rock. If the proprietors above got a share of the fish they might protect for one or Tht Sfl,/rfg/ Rhtr ‘ 
two years, but as they would not be remunerated they would not continue that protection. 

Martin Morris, esq., J.P., having been sworn, deposed that he was acquainted with the 
river Spiddal these forty years. The obstruction alluded to is a natural one of solid rock. Obstruction. 

The fishing always commenced in June and closed in October. The latest time he has 

seen season fish in this river was about the 6tli October. The 20th August is too soon to 

cease fishing on this river. lie has a Salmon weir on it, but it is now seldom used. About 

thirty years ago he and Sir Robert Staples made a cut round the natural obstruction with 

a view to the improvement of the fishery, and the result was that the next year the fishery 

was very bad ; it was quite inferior to that of former years both in the number and the 

quality of the fish. They observed the fish going up when the passage was opened, and 

they must have been destroyed above, as they were not seen returning. The removal of 

the obstruction would certainly benefit the fishery, but great expense would be necessary 

for the undertaking ; and in consequence of the number of branching rivers in the upper 

part, it would be impossible to preserve the breeding fish without a very great outlay : the 

property above is much subdivided, and the people could not afford to meet the necessary 

expense — first, of removing the obstruction, and afterwards of preserving the fishery. Hi's 

only objection to the removal of the obstruction is in consequence of the great expense 

necessary. There would still be destruction of the fish, and the entire cost of protection 

would fall on Mr. Fitzpatrick. When the passage was made it was kept open for two years, 

and neither the supply nor the quality of the fish was so good as before ; and since it was 

closed, there is a great difference in the number and quality of the Salmon. He has seen 200 

Salmon killed in this river with the rod by one party in a season ; he cannot sav if there 

were ever 500 Salmon caught in the year. Mr. Fitzpatrick wishes for an extension of tin- 

season to the 1st October. He has opened the fish caught in September and October, and Season desired. 

found some with large and some with small pea. If all the fish were killed up to that 

time there would not be a sufficient supply to stock the river afterwards. Some should be 

left for a supply, and this, of course, would be the case where there is no other mode of 

fishing except angling on the river. Mr. Fitzpatrick has no weir, but if his successor put 

up oue, and. that it were fished to a late penod, the stock for the future would certainly 

be deficient. If the fish were protected above, after the passage was made, the fishery 

would improve ; and there are a great many separate interests on the upper part of the 

river. 

Edward O’Malley, esq., sworn. — He is one of those interested in the river above the 
obstruction, his father having property there. The fish have only a run of about a mile Obstruction, 
and a half between the sea and the obstruction, and the bottom in that part is rocky and 
unfit for spawning. The fish cannot get beyond the harrier ; they are, consequently, so 
cooped up and confined, that they become quite lank and out of condition. It is just as 
if a farm were overstocked, and that the cattle had not sufficient feeding ground or space 
to go about. He has seen Slats in the Galway river as good in appearance as the season 
fish of the Spiddal. He knows the property on the upper part of the river, and he is quite 
convinced that if the Salmon were allowed to go up every gentleman above would contri- 
bute towards their protection. That system of wholesale slaughter that now exists would Protection 
not then take place ; the poor above would have an interest in protection, nor would it be 
at all so easy to kill the fish in the lakes as it is in the short reach of the river within which 
they are now confined. It is quite idle to say that it would be impossible to protect the 
upper parts if a passage were made ; there would he much more protection then than now, 
and the upper gentlemen are most willing not only to pay the expense of making a passage 
over the obstruction, hut also to contribute towards the protection of the fish afterwards. 

Mr. Robertson complained of the insufficient assistance afforded by the police in carrying 
the Fishery Act into operation. 



Galway, or Corrib River. 

Mr. Richard Keogh, sworn. — Is twenty years acquainted with the Galway river ; and he Gahcay River. 
considered it would be beneficial to the fishery of that river to extend the season to the — — 

1st September. The fish are very good up to that time, in consequence of their being beason deslre “- 
so near the sea ; and there would be a sufficient run afterwards to stock the river. There 
is a gap in his weir which is open all the year round ; and the weekly Close Time has been 
strictly observed, so that sufficient opportunity has been given for the fish to ascend. The . 

proprietor of the fishery is anxious that the mouth of the river should be defined, in order 
to prevent encroachments from the Claddagh fishermen. The fishery is, on the whole, 
increasing ; hut there was a falling off this last year. The fish spawn between Galway and Produce. 

Menlo w. He employs thirty-two water-bailiffs in protection. The best spawning rivers are the Spawning rivers. 
Maam and the Cong rivers ; but there are good spawning grounds at Newcastle, Tullyland, 

Menlow, Oughterard, and all the tributaries. The Brood fish are much destroyed ; hut 

the water-bailiffs are vigilant and give every assistance in upholding the laws. At the 

place in his weir where the platform is now, there were formerly fixed bars without any 

cribs attached, put there for the purpose of preventing the fish from going up ; some of , . . 

the sills that were taken up in 1826, have been made use of since in repairing the weir. 

The fish do not get above Maam until three weeks before Christmas. 

Mr. G. F. O'Flahei'ty stated that be was interested in the Oughterard river ; they had Oughterard Ewer. 
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been in the habit of fishing there, up to the 1st October, but they did not wish that thn 
season should extend so far. 

^No further evidence was adduced at this Inquiry, but the following papers were handed 



Dublin, 4th October, 1845. 

We, the undersigned Fishmongers of Dublin, do certify, that for many years the Salmon of the 
iiamnahinch fishery has been sold in this market, and that we consider the fish taken in the above 
November 1 * *** ^ CarlieSt sent “ to tlie in£U ' kefc - The fish are in prime condition so early as 

{Signed,)-- .William Begg, 9, Moore-street market ; John Gass, fish factor, 25, Greek-street • 
William D ° iLE ’ fishmonger to his Excellency the Lord Heytesbury, 2, Moore-street market and* 
Moore-street ; John Beahan, 24, Moore-street, fishmonger to the Lord Lieutenant and the 
Cfiiet Secretary ; James Kavanagh, fishmonger to the Lord Lieutenant and the Commander of the 
Forces; Michael Keegan, fishmonger, Baggot-street. 



John Robertson. 



Number of Salmon and Trout caught in the Galway Hirer, by the Weir and Nets. 



1836, commencing Feb. 1, to August 12, 

1837, „ „ 

1838, 

1839, 

1840, 

184 1, ’ 

1842, „ 

1843, „ 

1844 , „ j} ;• 

1845, from Feb. 1, to August 20, 



Salmon. 
. 3,135 
. 4,357 




Bed and White Trout 
39 




. 101 


. 3,040 




• • 93 


. 4,458 




. 142 


. 4,140 
. 3,666 




112 




90 


. 4,230 




140 


• 4,619 




58 


. 5,370 




38 


. 5,195 




54 


and Nets from the 12th August to the 



260 Salmon bv nets. 
249 „ „ weir. 



509 included in the gross take of 1844. 

From the 12th to the 20th August, 1845. 

55 Salmon by weir. 

26 ,, „ nets. 

81 included in the gross take of 1845. 

Ten tons weight of Salmon caught on an overage each year-, for the last ten years. 
Sahum Weir, Galua,, October 8, 1815. (Signed,) BlcIUKO Keouh. 



Evidence taken before Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Westport, 
County Mayo, on Friday, October 10, 1845. 

Subject of tonkin Salmon are White Fisheries of the Bays of 

Kileieries, Clew, Westport, and Newport ; the Hivers Delphi, Errive, Newport, 
Burrishoole, ard all their Tributaries, ard the Fisheries of the entire Coast, 

AND ALL THE HlVERS TERMINATING THEREON BETWEEN ClIEDEN AND AcHIL HEAD. 



IvENVYLE Fishery. 

Baris M“£r£, S wS r °'' _: ?‘ 3 ? r0 P rie ‘ or of tle ®mvyle fishery in Ballinaldil 

£46 The S™ ToSal ?*"?? h ? Ids . !t un . der *“» 1839, at a yearly rent of 
himself and uses haw^ntaV. , aW 18 suited to this fishery. He fishes it 

A abll ; e - .“"d draught nets, but he has no weir-. There is a barrier 
y^sAth^ocrfts“ t tr tl ' ll l ty; ^ has been there for the last fifty-seven or fifty-eight 
durfai T pU ‘ m b A e J" een th ® rocis ' but *4 are wholly removed 

Close Time The tide n !n °’ alld a space offour feet is always opened during the weekly 
mile aid a hah : 1 1 T der tta b ™'- He stake and bag nets a 

because the run of fish ' ^ abe . s . W> knt he has not used them these two years, 
an“™hleL rueu,« Sthl 7" 1 , “ d be oould take them as well, 

tlie Culiu, wMdi is thelohit M He >>ag nets off tlie mouth of 

when he bought the ^ +1 P r0 P® rt y °* Mr. Blake and Colonel Thompson. In 1838, 

grounds in the Dowrus the river,' ’aEgh net'iong, i fs°°i 
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tected as aay nvor m Ireland. It is as well protected as the Eallinaliinch BsW ■ he A™ n 
Leeps nme water-taRffs on it and there are three or four more on the upper waterj The ' 

chief spamimg grounds are Mow Kylemore Lake. He considers the present produce of «** 

tins fishery as great as it wdl ever be ; for the riveris not long ; it has 4y few SbnSes — 

Se iav 3^3 fatT If TIlC Kmisrie8 “ *"Sn “ WaK Kffli,™, 

to takfahe^s^ofahe ci^t^mthoiit waiti^ 7 ^catch at the^v^^^^liey^re^thkeri 

??° n ™ 1 “i} n bettei ' r* 60 ”: 1 U 610 Btalld be 110 restriction to the taking of Salmon in 
mode st present season is well suited for the Culfin. An excellent fisliery might be v™. 
made at Balhnaboy, if the proprietors were agreed, and an obstruction on the river removed 
There is no fishery there at present ; but the fish are seen in great abundance Se are 
Ih7„w e rrep'r 8 °°* I,e river; the hay is narrow; in conscience 3 n.v, 

the obstruction the &h cannot get out of the saltwater; and the removal of the obstruc- ObLicito 

RareSlhfch? h 0St m °T? *?““ ■ . The BaUfakoy would never become as good as the 

aJhnahinch fishery. He is quite decided m opinion that the spawn do not go down the 
fat year. The obstruction referred to on the Dowms, has not been nsed as a*fisbing weir Down.. 
ii" 1 ? ; ”i° r d °. e if h<> thmk 118 removal wonld benefit the fishery. There arc Obstruction. 

a,1 °.” S ‘J 10 "ppsspsri »f fio river who would, of course, feel interested 
+ rt? 0t rp? tl0n ^ tbe J £ ot a share of the fish. The obstruction is under his immediate con- 
trol. J-here is a police station at Letterfraicb, near the bridge, in the Clifden district, 
under the superintendence of air. Ireland, Sub-Inspector. He considers himself entitled 
to compensation if this obstruction were removed. Before the late Act, his landlord, Mr. 

°.f red , t0 a . bate rent if he permitted it to be taken down : and its removal 

should, therefore be regarded as affecting Iris fishery. He could prove too, that it had 
been used for fishing ; and with that view requested permission to examine a person Ion" 
acquainted with the river He had frequently seen Salmon spawn on the beds where 
other Salmon had spawned before; and the spawn previously deposited there was tom up, 
v n ;u Ca £i a cT ajr by , the ® urren *- He is firmly convinced that a river cannot be overfished 
it the Close Season be observed. 

Edward Malley, sworn. — Lives at Ballinahinch, but he formerly resided at Renvyle. 

It is now twenty years since he left that place. He knows the bridge, and remembers the 
time it was built. There was a rack there before that time, and Mr. O’Flaherty used to 
kill fish at it in nets and cribs. This rack was in the same place as Mr. Robertson has it 
at present. 



Delphi or Bundorragha Fishery. 

+i Caulfield, sworn. — Is steward to the Hon. Mr. Plunket, who has been lessee of Delphi, «r 

tins fishery for more than nine years. Witness is manager of the fishery. The river is fished Bundorra 9 lla fishery. 

both by nets and rods ; the nets are drawn down at the mouth ; this has been the case 

every season except one. The produce of the fishery is sold. The season at present fixed Season, 
by law is the one most suited to this fishery. The quantity of fish begin to decline in 
August ; they do not then come in such sculls as before. The produce this year, exclu- Produce, 
sive oi that taken by angling, was about 800 Salmon, weighing two tons five cwt. There 
are white Trout in this river ; but they did not take much this year, in consequence of the Trout, 
largeness of the mesh ; he is quite satisfied with the mesh fixed by the late Act. The first 
season that he came to the fishery, before the two and a half inch mesh regulation was 
made, they took £20 worth of white Trout; but they did not kill £4 worth last year; 
they all escaped through the large sized mesh. There are more fish caught in this river in 
July than in any other month. The following is a correct return of the Salmon and Trout Produce, 
taken in tlus fishery since 1840 : — 

Salmon. lbs. Weight. Trout. lbs. Weight. 

1840, 524 3,399 905 2,281 

1841, 562 3,833 1,042 2,049 

1842, 617 3,759 1,052 2,060 

1843, 767 5,002 218 805 

1844, * 450 2,579 238 847 

1845, 741 4,510 180 560 

It is a rare thing to meet so many as twenty in a scull in the month of August ; while in 

July they often take eighty in a haul. There are good spawning grounds in the Best months. 

Delphi; and he. has made some new beds by turning the waters back to their natural 

course, from which they had been diverted some time since. There are nine water-bailiffs Protection. 

on the river, and they have to protect an extent of about twenty miles. He thinks that it 

would benefit the fishery if something were given for the killing of Otters ; they are great 

destroyers of fish ; and he is of opinion that twice the quantity of fish would have been 

taken were it not for them. Mr. Plunket did not allow him to fish within half a mile of 

the mouth of the river this year. There are eighteen or nineteen boats which constantly Number of fisheries. 

fish with drag nets to the east of him in Killiery harbour ; and there is only one fishery 

and two boats to the westward. Those who fish to the west haul their nets on shore and 

. * Fished only six weeks. 
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not into the boats. If the Close Season commence early, and the river be fished only at 
the proper time, it is impossible to overfish a river ; and as far as angling is concerned, it 
is quite destructive to the sport to allow too many fish to accumulate ; for where there is 
not much fishing there is not sufficient food for the Salmon ; they then eat the young Fry 
and spawn, and will not be tempted by any fly that may be thrown. He has seen white 
Trout on this river, of sixteen pounds weight; those of ten pounds are very common. 
There are no bag nets used in Killiery harbour. White Trout begin to spawn the 24th 
October; the Salmon spawn from the 20th November to the 10th or 11th January; he 
has seen some on the beds up to the 8th February. The great run of spents to the sea is 
in April and May ; some might go down earlier, but he has not seen them. The Fiy 
descend in April andMay ; he is quite convinced that they remain a year and a half in the river 
after being spawned, before they go down to the salt waters ; those Fry which go down in April, 
for instance, are the produce of the spawning in the December twelve-months before that. 
The definition of the mouth of the Delphi has given general satisfaction to all engaged in 
the fisheries. Witness is firmly persuaded that it is calculated to iucrease the stock of a 
river, and improve the fisheries, to have a neutral ground where none can fish ; and it is 
the interest of all — the public and proprietors of fisheries — that such a preserve should be 
made and maintained. He pays the head barger £7 a year and the under people 35s. 

Mr. Barry inquired if there were any persons present interested in the fisheries of the 
Killiery harbour ; and being answered in the affirmative, he directed that they should 
nominate one from among them, to give evidence as to the state of their fishery, and 
represent their wishes to the Commission. 

James Kendrigan then offered himself for examination, and having been sworn, deposed, 
that he is a fisherman, and lives at Letterearagh. He has been fishing for Salmon at the 
Killiery harbour these sixteen years. There are four boats and sixteen men from the town- 
land to which he belongs engaged in fishing there. Their manner of fishing is this : they 
wait till they see the scull of fish coming, and they surround them with their net, and draw 
them in upon shore. They never put a man on the cliffs or headlands to watch the shoal, 
and warn them of its approach. The earliest time they ever began to fish was on the 1 6th 
May, but the general time for commencing is the 16th or 20th June. They have frequently 
seen the fish jumping about March, but they never try to take them at that time, because 
they are not sufficiently plenty to make it worth their while. He did not hear that any one 
fished at the Killieries after the first three weeks of August, nor did any one fish within 
the limits of the definition this year. Once they knew what was the law, they would never 
transgress it. Before the late Act, persons used to attempt to Under them from fishing at 
the Killieries, but there has been no interruption since. Each boat makes from £16 to 
£20 a year, and some still more. He thinks Mr. Caulfield should employ the men who fish 
in the Killieries to protect the river, as none were more anxious to preserve the fishery, and 
none would discharge the duty so faithfully. 

Mr. Caulfield said, that he would avail Umsclf of their assistance, were it not that 
during the last season he was obliged to prosecute some of them for killing red fish in the 
Close Season. He had now, however, full confidence in them ; and he felt quito certain 
that not one of them would be guilty of such a crime again. 

J nmes Kendrigan said, that the fishermen now understood the law, and were well aware 
that id the river were protected, they would be benefited, as well as the gentlemen above ; 
and if they got liberty, they were quite willing to take their turn in watching the river, 
and preventing the fish from being destroyed. They were willing to help Mr. Caulfield’s 
or Mr. Hildebrand’s men ; and if these gentlemen doubted that they would act properly, 
let them send some of the bargers along with them. 

The Ass or Errive Fishery. 

^Dominick Browne, sworn.— He has been employed by Lord Sligo, as a water-bailiff, on 
this river, for the last two years. He lived at Dclplii before then. The present season is 
quite suited to the Errive, and no change is desired. It was fished by rods alone, this and 
last year. There has been no net fisUng in Us time ; and when the nets were used, it was 
between the house and Leenaun. There has been no net fishing above the falls. There 
are two water-bailiffs and nine bargers on the river. Spawning commences the 20th 
.November ; the great bulk spawn from the 1st December to the 1st January, and all 
spawning is over on the 12th February. The spent fish descend to the sea in April and 
May, and the Fry at the same time. About sixty Salmon was the whole produce of the 
fishery tUs year. r 

Mr. Mulvany expressed his astonishment at hearing that so small a quantity of fish was 
tfie produce of such a fine river ; circumstanced as it was, with its extensive spawning 
giouud^and numerous tributary streams, it should yield several tons of fish in the season. 

-AZn Hildebrand recollected a period when the annual produce of tliis. river was ten tons 
of Salmon, but lately no attention whatever was paid to its protection. 

• ■ B™ wne > in continuation, said that there have been disputes about the mouth of the 
riV M ’ P eo P* e c . ame 'witUn half a mile of the fall this year, and poached just under it. 

Mr. Mulvany said, that the mouth of the. river would he very soon defined ; and from 
fie inspection which he and liis colleague made of it the day before they decided on fixing 
it near the waterfall at the rock. 

, 4^ *ke parties in the court expressed themselves perfectly satisfied with the proposed 
definition ; and the fishermen of the tideway said, they were quite ready to obey the law 
m tins respect, as soon as it should be made known to them. 
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Bellclare Fishery. ^ 

was about £18. Sixpence pL pound ij toe ”‘“ e ^ P™ 4 " 1 * 

commence fishing till June. The fishpnr nf +i, 0 *¥■ cc . f' er receive; they do not 
hinging nets of a small mesh on the millTlmces and'touf Ml?™° 7ei - by ^ practioe ol B '" mcti '”- 
Fry. This fishery belong, to Mr Patten Mmg “ quantity of 

ancfof^t^lft^y^S t: 6 C **° there ,^ “ “ W 

Newport River. 

is fchei' 4h°Sght\trCr Bte s P ;Zf *" U th ° 0n «">. a ‘°™ *«• It JVetepart R,W. 

rire^and^Saf ^ ^ !dat l*g me'offtTSSptid McS. ofM,*. 

The great bulk of the Salmon spin tom ibtXo^mWo 1SX™S?e m, £5T 

pilSIgir 

m thrs year', produce arise, altogther from the carewhLh was Sendi “to 

He commenced the system of strict protection three years «T H?p«s hifwSer ItS „ 

or baggers £5 a year, together witlr a great coat, to protect them tom thelTjS'jS o'"''"™' 

weather to the men placed immediately orer these, he pay. a salary of £10 or Jd2 -,, d C ““' 
foTa°™t ft *5“ h f \ hasa general .npe^tenVnt oS,1„wLm' t\“s 

i 2 ?, a Ff“S. Tke Ptotnotion of this river costs him £92 annnally, exclusive of the JvoS.es 
the clothes, and the salaries of the extra men whom he pnts on during the spawning 
| 2 7°: £ ®f ™ "> tie lab, t of letting the Newport fishery,’ ? and was alwfys gladTgl 
±20 oi £30 a year for it ; but this year he cleared £l« 0, over and above hit expense. r.i 
He was not at all prepared for such an increased run of fish this year ; and if hS tie 
mptements necessary for flie occasion, the produce would have bien twice as Teat as it 
™orta“ on 1= would build an ice house, for the p^posS of 

Ballycroy Fishery. 

Examination continued . — He hoped that the Commissioners would pvtpnd ti,r. „ 

for this fishery to the 1st September. In order to 

fisheiy, he would state a most smgular circumstance. One season, some years .-mo not a Seas0M - 

sngle fish was taken up to the 12th August ; and, after that, they tool 1,800 Safin Sch 

day, for three or four days ; thus making up, in a few days, the fishery of the erSyem 

The active protection which exists at present was commenced two years ago but the river 

las been preserved to some extent these twelve years. There were fftvtwo sjlm™ 

stolen tom one spawning bed last year. The Badycroy is fished by nets aid the^STf c r f , 

protection is £18o annually; the bargers are paid at the same rate as those on the New- " 

port river. The produce of the year 1841 was thirty-four tons of fish • thnt nf iom+ 

was twenty-four tons ; and of the preceding year, twenty-one tons, if the season bul Produce ' 

He S f kSt ? ar ’ tlie 1 uanti .^ of fish cau S ht would be much ieatS 

He fishes in Tullaghan Bay, and protects a mile of the Owenmore river. Gallagher and 
Mr Pratt protect the remaunng portion. Salmon have been known to come up to sum™ 
tbis nver. At the time this took place, they used to fish on till September There are 
no Spring Salmon in the Ballycroy. There had been an obstacle on this river but he had I • 
it removed at Ins own expense, and that is one reason why the Commissioners should irive 
the extension of ten days for which he applies. When the weir was up it was a comuhte 
tS S® f S of tlirt ™ d “ ad ’, and in tSat way was a great benefit to the fisheries 
The white Trout have not been lately taken, m consequence of the site of the mesh and he 
fears that the great quantity of Trout will injure the Salmon fishery. He believes that 
where the Salmon spawn, others come and deposit their spawn; and when the beds are 
rooted up, the current Carnes off the disturbed spawn. 

Burrishoole Fishery. 

SKgo. He consamsXIoTAugS'to SftoSne'fi^^md wZfwSK * r *‘^ , *» 
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Burrishoole Fishery. 

Season. 

Fishing time. 
Increase. 

Protection. 

Rent. 



Spawning. 



Spents. 



Munhim and Goulu- 
more Fisheries. 

Season required. 
IVcir. 






Spawning. 
Fishing time. 



Rent. 

Weir 

Observance of Close 
Time. 

Goolamore Weir on 
the Owenmore. 



leason commencing on the 1st January and ending the 1st August. Good fish go up this 
iver in November and December ; and the fish -which go up in December do not, in his 
minion, spawn till the following year. Before the late Act he was in the habit of fishing 
from the 11th November to the 12th August. There has been no great improvement in 
this fishery, owing to a change which has been made in the bed of the river, whereby the 
best spawning grounds were dried up at the upper end of the lake. The gross quantity 
taken has increased this year. He did not observe the Close Season until this year. He 
protects the river, and keeps sometimes eight and sometimes ten bargers upon it. He 
holds the fishery by lease; and pays £2 to Sir It. A. O’Donnell, and £12 to Lord Sligo 
for it ; he has a lease of lives from each. There were but five Trout caught last year, but he 
used formerly to make £16 a year by the Trout fishery. The spawning commences about 
the 1st November; the great bulk are on the beds about the ISth of that month; and 
it ceases about the 10th December, or a fortnight before Christmas. There is one 
small river between the lake and the sea where the spawning commences a week before 
Christinas. The early Salmon run the farthest up. The spents descend to the sea in 
March, April, and May. To show the reason why they do not go down sooner, he would 
state a singular fact. On one occasion he caught a spent fish in liis weir, in November, 
and having marked it in two places, he threw it into the water; and on the following 
morning he caught it again, along with some new fish. This occurred thirteen or fourteen 
times ; each time he was taken, he was thrown into the water below the weir ; and this 
continued until he had completely changed his coat. He then went down to the sea, and 
they never took him again. The fish will not go down to the sea after spawning until 
they drop all then’ scales in the fresh water. 



Evidence taken before Wm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Ballina, 
Tuesday, October 14, 1845. 



Subject of Inquiry. — The Fisheries of the Bays of Blacksod, Broadhaven, and 
Killaxa ; the Fisheries of the Rivers Ballycroy, Owenmore, Munhim, Glena- 
moy, Moy, and all their Tributaries ; the Fisheries of Lough Conn and Lougii 

CuLLIN, AND OF THE ENTIRE COAST, AND ALL THE RlVERS TERMINATING THEREON, 
BETWEEN ACHIL Head AND KlNNASHARRAGH POINT, NORTH-EAST OF KlLLALA Bay. 

Munhim and Goolamore Fisheries. 

Michael Gallagher, sworn. — Is lessee of the Munhim and Goolamore fisheries, and 
claims an alteration of the present Close Season in both these rivers. The Munhim is a 
Winter fishery, and since he took it he always commenced fishing on the 1st November ; 
before that the fishing season always began on the 29th September. There is a weir on 
each of the rivers, and they are also fished with nets. The weir on tlio Munhim is lower 
down than the road leading from Bangor to Belmullet. The fish must pass the Goolamore 
weir before they can reach the Munhim. The season he requires for one river is not the 
same as that which he would ask for the other. On the Munhim he would wish the fish- 
ing season to commence the 1st November, and continue to the 1st May ; and the best 
season for the Owenmore river would be from the 1st May to the 28th September. The 
fish spawn in the Glencullen river about Christmas, and this river runs through the 
properties of different persons. The fish which go up the river remain twelve months in 
the lake before they spawn : the lake above is never fished. Tullaghan Bay is fished by 
witness, Mr. Carter, and Sir R. O’Donnell ; and the season he would ask for the estuary 
and bay is from the 1st May to the 20th August. The Munhim was fished in November 
and December the year before last, hut not last year. It was fished in January this year, 
and he thinks it a hardship to he kept from talcing the fish when he can get them, for if 
not caught they go to waste. The fish caught last January were sold in the Dublin 
market ; all his fish, in fact, are sent to Dublin. The fish of the Munhim river are getting 
red in May; he would know a Munhim Salmon from the midst of a thousand. The 
reason of his not observing the Close Season up to this time was because he did not know 
Hie law. He pays £70 a year to Mr. Walsh for lands and fishery, and £25 to Mr. Carter ; 
£28 out of the £70 is for land. There is no Queen’s pass in the Munhim weir, and but 
one fishing crib, hut there are two gaps. The weir is of 300 years’ standing, and there 
never was a Queen’s share in it. He has not regularly opened a passage of four feet wide 
during the weekly Close Time : there were some nights on which ho could not open the 
iron gate which is attached to this weir. There are two gaps in the Goolamore weir, but 
no Queen’s share. This is a very ancient weir ; his grandfather could not recollect the 
time of its erection. The bottom of the cribs is on a level with the bed of the river, hut 
the cribs do not open hack, so that the removal of the grates, necessary for the observance 
of the weekly Close Time, cannot he easily effected. The tide flows above this weir. The 
following is the produce of the Munhim for three years, as nearly as he could give it, but 
he could not swear exactly to the quantity taken, as he had no accurate account : — • 
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November, from 


1841. 
Cwt. Cwt. 
4 to 5 


1842. 

Cwt. Cwt. 
from 5 to 6 


1843. 

Cwt. Cwt. 
from 5 to 7 


Apce.vdii, No. IL 


December, ,, 


- 15 „ 17 


„ H „ 16 


„ 16 „ 


18 


more Fisheries. 


January, „ 


9 „ 10 


„ 8 „ 10 


„ 8 „ 


10 




February, „ 


- 8 „ 9 


„ 7 „ 9 




9 


Produce. 


March, 


- about 3 


„ 4 „ 6 


5 


6 




April, 


3 


„ 3 „ 5 


„ 3 „ 


4 





47 41 „ 52 44 „ 54 

He lias twelve water-bailiffs on the two rivers, to whom he pays £2 a year each. The fish Protection, 
spawn in the Glencullen river from the middle of November to the 1st January; the great Spawning, 
bulk are on the beds about Christmas ; he never knew of any spawning in that river in 
February. The spents come down from Carrowmore Lake in February, March, and April; Migration, 
the greatest quantity in the latter month. The Fry descend to the sea in May. The 
spawning takes place in the Owenmore about the same time as in the Glencullen, but 
somewhat later in the upper part. He has known spawning to take place in the Owen- 
more in February, and has also known the Munhim fish to go up the Owenmore : he caught 
a good number of them about a quarter of a mile up. lie has known the Munhim fish to 
spawn about the same place. _ He takes upwards of £150 worth of fish in the year. Has Produce, 
the fishery eleven years, and in consequence of the protection it has improved very much, improvement in 
In 1845 he began to fish in January, and continued till May. The prices are from Is. to fcher >’- 
1 s. 3d., and sometimes 2s. 6 d. per pound. He got about £100 worth of fish in the Munhim Prices, 
alone this year. He would not think it worth his while to put on water-bailiffs if he 
were not allowed to fish till the 12th February. No one except himself contributes to the 
protection of the river ; he gave some persons a right to angle, and they, in return, gave 
hi m some men to assist in protection. 

A water-bailiff of Mr. Pratt’s said that he had been directed by his employer to apply 
for an extension of the season for angling alone to the 20th September : there is no water 
in his river until a late period of the season. 

The following memorial was handed in : — 

That for some years heretofore your petitioners, as well as many others, earned a decent and 
respectable livelihood, and supported their families by White fishing. 

That for the last two years, in consequence of many individuals having commenced trawling in the 
hay of Killala, and adjacent creeks, fish of every description have disappeared from the bay and 
creeks of Killala, the consequence of which is, that ruin and misery have succeeded in the abodes 
where peace and plenty had hitherto smiled, and all this has been brought on by the baneful practice 
of trawling. 

Your memorialists humbly hope that their case will be taken into serious consideration by the Com- 
missioners of Fisheries, and that they will be charitably pleased to encourage the fishermen by putting 
a stop to the practice of trawling, to which your’ memorialists attribute all their poverty and 
disappointment. 



John M‘Hale, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and lives at Bartra. The long lines are frequently Trawling, 
carried away by the trawl boats ; the fishermen would be perfectly satisfied if the trawlers 
were kept outside the rocks of Rockpatrick. The trawl boats are about fifteen tons 
burden. They cannot get a morsel of fish since the trawling commenced ; and he is quite 
of opinion that the scarcity has arisen from the practice of trawling. 



Glenamoy River. 

Hugh Ferguson, sworn. — He rents the fishery of this river, for which he pays £6 a-year; 
he has no lease. Fishes with draught nets, which he draws at low water near the bar at 
Rossport. He commences to fish the 1st July, and continued last year to the 20th August, 
but his usual stopping time was the 12th. Twenty-three hundred weight of Salmon was 
the produce of last year’s fishery. The spawning and descent of the fish take place in this 
river somewhat later than was sworn to by Michael Gallagher. There are no bag nets nearer 
than Kilcummin. He caught some strange fish in Broadhaven at one time, and some old 
people said they were the Ballyshannon fish. He wishes an extension of the season to the Season. 

20th September ; he has frequently opened the Salmon, and did not find pea or milt in 
them till about the 20th October. 

Clughek Fishery — Mouth of the Rathfran. 

Mr. Knox applied for an extension of the season on this fishery, and stated that all the 
Salmon are in pea to some extent a week before the 20th August. 

Mr. Edward Atkinson stated that the bag net fishery commences at the mouth of the 
Rathfran in June ; he hi m self fished with bag nets there, but he did not catch more than 
one ton of fish the entire season. The bag net fishing there last year was prosperous. 

He was quite certain that they catch the Moy fish there, because he has bought the fish 
caught there, and when put beside the Moy Salmon, they could not be distinguished from 
each, other. 

Ballina Fishery. 

Mr. Edward Atkinson, sworn. — He has been agent for this fishery for the last nine Ballina Fishery. 
years ; and he was well acquainted with the country before then, although not previously 



Clugher Fishery. 



Glenamoy Hirer. 
Rent. 

Time of fishing. 

Produce. 

Spawning. 
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Baltina Fishery. 

Modes of fishing. 
Extent. 

Time of fishing. 
Protection. 

Expenses. 

Obstructions. 

Spawning. 

Season. 

Migration. 

Decrease. 

Observance of Close 
Time. 

Mesh. 

Foxford weir. 

Eel fishery. 



Sligo River. 
Season. 
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connected -with, the fisheries. The river Moy is fished both by weirsand nets ; and the 
fishery extends from the -weir to the har-mouth. The lessees also rent the fishery above 
the weir from Captain Atkinson, as far as his property extends ; Captain Atkinson owned 
the property on both sides of the river when he made the lease. They used to begin 
fishing with the boxes' or weir on the 1st February ; and if the weather were mild, they 
used to take a considerable quantity of Spring fish between that and the 12th. He rarely 
knew an instance of a spawning fish being caught at that time. He protects upwards of 
100 miles of the river and its tributaries; and for this purpose keeps about 250 water- 
bailiffs, at an expense of £l,000 annually. He receives no aid whatever from other parties; 
the expenses of protection are about the same now as before the Act. The Clydagh, which 
is near Castlebar, and about fourteen miles from Ballina, is the earliest spawning tributary 
of the Moy. The fish begin to spawn there about the end of October. There are a great 
many mill-weirs and interruptions on the Clydagh, of the existence of which they 
complained to the Commissioners, offering to defray the expense of making passes. They 
also proposed to the millers to put up back sluices at the mills, but they would not be 
permitted to do so. Taking the general average, the bulk of the fish spawn about the 
15th December, and all spawning is over about the 1st February. He is of opinion that 
some few Salmon spawn even so late as March. The present season is suitable for this 
fishery, but it would be advantageous to have it commence on the 1st January. He does 
not apply for this alteration, nor would he recommend his employers to do so. The Fry 
begin to go down to the sea in March if there be good weather ; but the great bulk descend 
at the end of April, or the beginning of May. The fishery has been diminishing for the 
last three years ; and the decrease, comparing them with the three previous years is thirty 
ton, sixteen hundred weight of Salmon, and nine ton of Trout. There is a decrease in the 
take of 1844 and 1 845, compared with that of the two first of the last six years. This arises 
from his being obliged to open his weirs during the weekly Close Time ; and partly from 
the increase of poaching. The river is not now so well protected as before the Act; and 
there are a great many more persona poaching now than then. The magistrates have 
frequently cautioned the people, but their advice has not been attended with any advantage 
Ihe small penalties now inflicted increases the number of offences ; before the late Act he 
bad all poaching nearly suppressed. He has had no summonses this year as yet, for the 
balmon are only now gone up to the beds. The Trout fishery, and the quality of the 
Salmon were much affected by the large sized mesh; and the alteration in the size, made 
last session,, will be of very great advantage to the fisheries. The practice of fixing a net 
across the nver is still continued, as he was not previously aware of its illegality. The weir 
at Foxford is held from Lord Claremorris, and there is no Queen’s share in it ; but, between 
“If 1 sou . th ? 18 a faU a* the back of Mr. Henry’s mill, in which no rails 

Z. Jf-n T* 1 ®? “ “ M on the Moy When fishing fra- Eels there is always a 

space left m tile .weir for the passage of the Salmon. From the 20th August to the 1st 
would be the best season tor the use of fined engines for the capture of Eels; 
because the spents are coming down after the 1st January, he would not allow the engines 
l here ai '° ol ? 1!!rE . el Phenes on the river. He has sometimes 
repel? E 1 F 7 1 ’ 1 ” eVer a<l0pted 4116 BJStem of getting them up by straw 



Evidence taken before 1Vm. T. Mulvany and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., at Sligo, 
Friday, October 17, 1845. 

Subject or Inquiry.— The Fisheries or Sligo Bav and Ballysadare j THE Fisheries 

OF THE RIVERS EaSKY, OwENMORE, AND ALL THEIR TRIBUTARIES, AND OF THE ENTIRE 

Coast; and all the Rivers terminating thereon, between Kinnasharragh 
Point, and Mullaghmore. 



Abraham Martin, esq., sworn.— He wishes for an alteration of the present Open Season, 
«Lwt,w m l nCmg th l Jf T ary ’ and endin g the 1st August. The reason of this 
apphcation is, because the fish taken in the early part of the season are large and very fine, 
Tr ,1 “ er fisb ar ® ^variably, small. He is the sole proprietor of the Sligo Salmon 
nsnery and as it is an exclusive fishery, there being no other above him, he trusted that his 
+?w! tS ^ 0Uld b< \ c ° n81llted - Some years ago a new road was made along one of the 
tributary livers, and the gravel was taken up out of the bed of the river, quite alive with 
“ST 1 i a pra , ctlc ? as tliat > h were allowed, would he very injurious to the 
w SLl ? T 8 , bee L i telyil ? tlie habit of maMn « new spawning beds in the rivers ; and 
reiTL iTf be ”5* fr0m P rMtice - Wherever tin! bed of the river was hard and 
there ‘‘ Cr f, Wed up »ud tlie stones removed, and in a few years after he commenced 

assessmmrt ' P™?"? 6 of the fishery greatly increased. Before the Poor Law 

seren re,!. ■ U “5 I 841 m!ule 0111 a return of tlle produce of his fishery for 

St t ‘f 4 the Profit after paying the expenses' of fishing, was £68. 

lhat was all that he had to meet a rent of £210, thus sustaining! loss of £142. The average 
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No. o 
Salrno 


Weight. 


Amount 

received. 


1833, January 1,— Taken to 11th May, 

>» to 6th July, 

,, to 21st August, . 

Gain, not including rent, • 


471 

1,058 

127 


Owls. qrs. lb 
41 1 25* 

63 1 4 
5 3 18 


£ TT 
167 17 7 
137 2 8* 
15 9 6* 


1,656 


110 2 19* 


320 9 10 
271 0 11* 


- 


— 


49 8 10* 


1834, January 1,— Taken to the 16th April, 

„ to the 27th May, . 

,, to the 2nd July, . 

„ to the 22nd August, ' . • 


189 

612 

430 

198 


14 1 23* 
46 0 10l 
23 0 25 
9 2 14 


80 4 1 
HI 8 2* 
51 12 10* 
17 7 5“ 


4 tom 13 cwt. I qr. 17 lbs. (Go!, nor lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, . . 


1,429 


93 1 17 


260 12 7 
235 0 0 




- 


— 


25 12 7 


183o, January 1, —Taken to 13th April, 

„ to 17tli May, 

„ to 7th July, 

>j 31st August, . _ 

4 tons 9 cwt. 1 qr. (M. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, 


269 

359 

456 

113 


21 3 13* 
33 1 27' 
27 2 25* 
6 0 18' 


100 14 4 
146 3 2 
80 11 11* 
114 7* 


1,197 


89 1 0 


338 14 1 
249 2 4* 


- 


- 


89 11 8* 


1836, January 1,— Taken to 26th April, 

„ to 21st May, . ’ 

1 , to 20th June, . • - 

„ to 20th July, . 

3 tons 7 cut. 2 qrs. 2 lbs. (7jd. per lb.) . 

Deduct Expenses, . . ' 


169 

164 

312 

465 


13 3 9 
13 0 2 
19 2 0 
21 0 19 


64 0 4 

60 9 3 

61 7 9 
42 16 1 


1,110 


67 2 2 


228 13 5 
251 4 2* 






— 


22 10 9* 


1837, January 1,— Taken to the 13th March, 

,, to 30th May, 

„ to 21st June, . . 

„ to 2nd July, • . • 

j, to 1 1th Aiigust, . 

4 ton, 14 crt. 0 qrs. 1SJ5*. (6Kpmlb.) 

Deduct Expenses, . 1 ' 


200 

287 

287 

483 

258 


15 1 25* 

24 2 26* 

16 1 14' 

25 1 5 
12 0 26* 


70 14 0 
100 13 7 
38 10 6* 
43 18 11* 
29 10 10' 


1,515 


94 0 13* 


283 7 11 
219 12 11 


Gsio, ... 


- 


— 


63 15 0 


1838, January 1,— Taken to 1 1th April, 

,, to 28th May, . • 

» to 26th June, . 1 

j, to 1 1th August, . ' 

nS 9 C^r 10i . 1K(5Kp “ IK3 


140 

385 

936 

907 


11 3 21 
32 3 6 
50 2 6 
44 2 5* 


53 9 3 
136 4 3 
103 16 11* 
60 6 5* 


2,368 


139 3 10* 


353 16 11 
231 18 8 


- 


— 


121 18 3 


1839, January 1,— Taken to 18th April, 

„ to 17th May, 

a to 17th June, 

„ to 25th July, . ] 

,, to 20th August, . 


112 

291 

221 

493 

175 


9 2 17* 
25 1 9* 
17 1 7* 
27 2 7* 
7 0 22* 


43 17 11 
99 3 2 
55 4 11 
53 16 1* 
13 6 4" 


4 torn 7 cwt. 0 qrs. 8} lbs. (6ji p er lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, . . . 


1,292 


87 0 8* 


265 8 5* 
359 14 2" 


Loss, 






94 5 8* 



X 2 



ApFiron, No. ! 

Sligo River. 
Produce. 
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JSligo River, 



Destruction. 



Protection. 





No. of 
Salmon 


■Weight. 


Amount 

received. 


1840, January 1, — Taken to 1st April, 
„ to 30th May, 

„ to 30th June, 

„ to 30th July, 


223 

454 

386 

2S4 


Gluts, qrs. lbs. 
18 1 15 
38 3 9 
22 2 7 
15 1 m 


£ s. d. 
82 19 7 
151 2 5k 
62 14 1 
32 9 10J 


4 tons 15 curt 0 qr. 16^ lbs. (7\d. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, 


1,347 


95 0 16k 


329 6 0 
198 13 10 


Gain, ..... 


- 


- 


130 12 2 


1841, January 1, — Taken to 30th March, . ■ 

„ to 30th April, . . 

„ to 30th June, . 

„ to 1st August, 


337 

498 

351 

393 


27 3 25k 
41 2 O' 
26 3 7 
20 0 51 


125 12 11 
186 0 8 
113 1 9 
50 5 5 


5 tons 16 cwt 1 qr. 10 lbs. (8|d. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, 


1,579 


116 1 10 


475 0 9 
216 1 3 


Grin, ..... 


- 


- 


258 19 6 


1842, January 1, — Taken to 30th April, 

„ to 30th May, 

„ to 30th June, . . 

„ to 30th July, 


577 
285 
' 748 
258 


45 2 16 
22 1 18 
30 2 20 
14 0 15J 


204 10 3 
95 1 10 
93 9 H 
26 15 7 


5 tons 12 cwt. 3 qrs. 13k lbs. (8d. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, ... 


1,868 


112 3 13k 


419 16 9k 
259 17 2 


Gain, . . . . . 


- 


- 


159 19 7k 


1S43, January 1, — Taken to 12th February, 

,, to 30th March, . 

„ to 30th April, . . . 

„ to 30th May, 

,, to 30th June, 

„ to 30th July, 


261 

191 

843 

140 

265 

463 


20 0 2\ 
13 1 3 
64 0 9k 
10 2 25 
15 1 6i 
24 0 12f 


90 9 2 
64 2 6 
201 8 4 
30 2 9k 
36 0 0 
41 3 0 


7 tons 7 cwt. 2 qrs. 3 lbs. (6|d. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, 


2,163 


147 2 3 


463 5 91 
247 13 10k 


Grin, ..... 


- 


- 


215 11 11 


1844, January 1, — Taken to 12th February, 

„ to 30th April, 

„ to 30th May, 

,, to 30th June, . . 

„ to 30th July, . . 


156 

733 

861 

533 

416 


12 2 7 
57 0 81 
67 0 17“ 
26 2 6k 

18 3 22 


55 18 9 
251 10 6 
147 17 6 ' 
53 8 8 
32 5 0 


9 tons 2 cwt. 1 qr. 5 lbs. (G^d. per lb.) . 
Deduct Expenses, 


2,699 


182 1 5 


541 0 5 

290 1 10 k 


Grin, ..... 


- 


- 


250 18 6k 


1845, January 1, — Taken to 1st March, t 

„ to 5th April, 

„ to 30th April, 

„ to 30th May, . 

„ to 30th June, 

„ to 30th Julyi . . . 


106 

451 

380 

240 

694 

369 


8 2 0 
34 1 12k 
29 3 17| 
18 1 23| 
36 2 22 
20 1 23 


37 19 7 
153 18 4 
133 16 3 
62 18 1 
76 7 8 
39 8 4 


7 tons 8 cwt. 1 qr. 14k lbs. (7^<7. per lb.) 
Deduct Expenses, 


2,240 


148 1 14£ 


504 8 3 
319 18 lk 


Gain, .... 




— 


184 10 lk 



Examination of Mr. Martin continued . — There ia a great quantity of fish destroyed at 
the mills in Leitrim ; but he receives every assistance in the way of protection from the 
gentlemen along the river. He considers it would be a great hardship to be obliged to 
open his Salmon box or pond on the Old Bridge weir during the weekly and an-minl Close 
Times ; and as there is no other Salmon fishery on the river, and as his is an exclusive 
fishery, he hopes to be exempted from the necessity of complying with the 37th and 40th 
sections of the Act. He has a sluice on the same weir, which is opened during the weekly 
Close Time ; and if he were obliged to keep the pond open during the Close Time he 
would not have sufficient water for working his mills . 

John Stewart, sworn. — He is manager of Mr. Martin’s fisheries, in the protection of which 
there are thirty-eight water-bailiffs employed from the 1st November to the 26th May. 
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He knows all the rivers tributary to the Sligo river. There are a good many spawning 
beds in the Bonnet river ; it was from this river that the gravel was taken about seventeen 
or eighteen years ago ; and the injury was done wherever the new road came near the 
water. Spawning commences in the Bonnet about the middle of December, and continues 
to the 1st February; the greatest quantity of spawning takes place between a fortnight 
before and a fortnight after Christmas. He has seen fish spawn in November; the fish 
spawn also in the lake and in the Glanade river. They spawn earlier above Manorhamilton 
than below where he lives. The spents descend to the sea as soon as they have spawned ; 
there are very few of them in the river till March. The descent of the Fry begins in 
March ; and they are all gone before the 26th May. He has applied to the police at Man- 
orhamilton for assistance ; but they stated, that if they were on the road they would not 
go off for the purpose of doing any thing relative to the fishery law. This occurred last 
Winter twelvemonths. 

* Mr. Mclvany observed, that this was before the instructions had been issued by the head 
of the police department. 

Witness. — The people angle on the river between Dromahane and Manorhamilton ; and 
they were always in the habit of doing so. There are no nets drawn in the upper parts of 
the river ; nor are there any Eel weirs on any part of it. If January were open to every 
one to fish, the breeding fish could not be preserved. He has frequently seen the spawn- 
ing beds tom up twice or thrice by the Salmon in one season ; he has never known so many 
breeding fish to ascend the river as went up this year. The Salmon always spawn in a 
place where the stream is pretty strong and the sand middling coarse ; the depth of water 
in which they spawn varies ; he has seen them at work upon the beds with their fins over 
the water. There is a great quantity of what is called “ Jenkin” in the rivers ; he was not 
aware that they are young Salmon ; they are caught in considerable numbers ; and he 
never prevented persons from taking them, because he always considered that they were 
a distinct species. They are mostly taken in June and July. He has frequently argued 
with people who attempted to angle on the river, and told them that they had no right to 
do so ; but he never applied to the police to prevent angling. He wished that something 
would be done by the Commissioners to prevent the sand or gravel from being taken out 
of the bed of the river. The Salmon which go up in January do not spawn till the year 
after ; and his reason for that opinion is, because he has seen them above at Candlemas, 
and they were as white as snow, and without a particle of pea or milt. 

Brian Regan, sworn. — He has been in Mr. Martin’s employment as a fisherman these 
fourteen years. There are two nets used in the fishery— one of 120 and the other 100 
yards in length. They are hauled from the Pool to Sligo bridge ; they are set at high 
water, and draughted till the first quarter of flood. The weekly Close Time has been 
observed in the net fishery. Fishing used to begin in the tideway on the 26th May, and 
continue till the 12th August ; it now begins in April, and ceases the 20th August. The 
upper rails of the weir have never been opened either in the weekly or annual Close Time. 
They are just the same now as they were before the Act. There is no four foot opening 
during the weekly Close Time ; they close down the sluice in front of the rails ; but do 
not take up the latter, so that nothing can go either in or out. There is a small sluice in 
the mill dam, which is opened during the weekly Close Time ; this was always the practice 
before the late Act was passed. The sluice is opened in time of flood, by means of a hoat. 
High water of neap tides does not come up on the weir ; but he has seen spring tides flow 
over it. The spring tides in July and August flow over the weir higher than in February. 
He has often seen the Salmon go up to the weir in Spring and drop down again without 
attempting to pass ; he has known the Salmon to attempt passing over the weir when the 
sluice was open. The weekly Close Time has always been observed in the lower weir since 
the late Act. The spents descend to the sea in April and May ; they very seldom catch 
one in the nets. The pond is in fishing operation throughout the year ; and the planks are 
all taken out when it is being fished. He often saw the Salmon put back from the small 
sluice when open. 

Mr. Martin said that a four foot opening in the pond would exhaust the water of the 
weir, and prevent the mill from working. 

Terence Rogers, sworn. — He is an angler since he was able to carry a rod. He has fished 
the Sligo lake, the Drumcliff river and lake, and many rivers in Ireland. If January be 
open to Mr. Martin, he is quite certain that the proprietors of the upper part will be 
deprived of all chance of taking any fish, because Mr. Martin draughts the river between 
the bridge and the weir on Monday morning, it being generally known that when Salmon 
enter a river they remain quiet for a day or two, and do not push on to the higher parts. 
It is only on Tuesday and Wednesday that Salmon are caught in the upper weir. Mr. 
Martin -will not allow any person to fish with rod and liiie below the weir at Oldbridge. 
He allows gentlemen to fish between the weirs ; but if a man angled there for a week he 
would not catch a Salmon ; permission is also given to angle in the upper lake. During the last 
Close Season he summoned Mr. Martin for not having a clear opening of four feet through his 
weir, as the law required ; the case was dismissed by the magistrates. He then appealed to the 
assistant barrister, and although he had the assistance of counsel, it was again dismissed 
with £2 costs. The case was, in both instances, dismissed on the merits and not for infor- 
mality. In the appeal the assistant barrister, Mr. Robinson, called him a “speculating 
informer ;” and said he would not attend to his charges. _ He frequently summoned Mr. 
Martin for not opening the crib during the weekly Close Time, but the magistrates always ■ 
dismissed the case. 
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Mr. Barry said lie lield in his hand a paper -which he had jnst received from Mr. Martin* 
it was a statement of the law proceedings which had taken place between that gentleman 

and the witness, Terence Rogers. The case which stood first on the list was as follows : 

“ 13th June, 1844. Abraham Martin, Esq. against Terence Rogers, for fishing with rod 
and fly on Lough Gill, on the 31st May, 1844, and threatening Denis O’Hara, water-bailiff 
if he prevented defendant from fishing he would take O’Hara’s life. Fined 40s. Appealed ’’ 
He, Mr. Barry, wished to know from the witness whether the words just read fully stated 
the offence for which he was fined. 

Terence Rogers replied, that the words just read were the words of the summons and 
he was fined for the simple act of fishing on Lough Gill, and, as the water-bailiff ’ said 
threatening him, in case an attempt was made to prevent him, witness, from fishing. He 
appealed against the decision, and the sentence was confirmed. 

Mr. Barry inquired upon what grounds the summons for the non-observance of the 
weeldy Close Time at the Old Bridge weir had been dismissed ? 

Mr. Faucett replied that the case was dismissed because the weir alluded to was in the 
tideway ; the magistrates considered that the provision respecting the weekly Close Time 
did not affect a weir situate in the tideway. 

Ballysadare Fishery. 

Balhjsadare Fishery. George Brown, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and fishes the Ballysadare river below the fall. 

0 , “ — The Salmon cannot get over the upper fall on that river, hut they ‘can over the lower one* 

DS ruction. He saw five Salmon at one time and seven at another put over the upper fall, and he heard 

that a great many Salmon Fry were seen there about thirty-five years ago, when a quantity 
of breeding Salmon were lifted over the fall. He put one pair over it this year. He keeps 
no account of the produce, but he considers that he catches about 300 Salmon in the year. 
Produce. The greatest number he ever caught in a tide was twenty-five. He begins fishing in March 

Pishing time. stops on the 20th August. During four months he kills on an average from four to 

five Salmon in the day ; the weight of the fish varies from four to eighteen pounds, and 
he once killed a Salmon sixty-one pounds weight. He would not know a Ballysadare from 
a Sligo Salmon. They never fish there after the 20th August. 

River Easky. 

Thaddeus Langcin, sworn. — Is fisherman to Mr. Ray, who owns this fishery ; it is improving 
the last couple of years : last year they caught 1,120 Salmon in 240 draughts, sixty pounds 
to the draught. He fishes with draught nets of 120 fathoms in length. They would wish 
that the season should extend to the 1st October, and commence on the 1st July. Spawn- 
ing commences about eight days after Hallow-eve, and continues till February and even 
after that. The upper part of the river is fished in the Open Season ; if the river were 
fished up to the 1st October there would be enough of fish after to stock the river There 
are no bag nets fished outside in the sea, but if there were the fishery would be all the 
better. Does not know when the fish go up which spawn in November. 

Thomas Flynn, sworn.— -He fishes the upper, or, more properly, the river part of this 
fishery, for Mr. Jones ; the produce of this part last year was ten draughts, at sixty pounds 
the draught, thus making 250 draughts for the whole fishery. The season should be later 
on tins river, because the fish do not come in, in consequence of want of water, until June. 
There are now no disputes about fishing at the mouth of the river. There are eight 
water-baihifs on Mr. Jones’ portion, and each of these is paid £2 a year, the head keeper 
R' I a - yea fi an<i otlier ex penses for nets and boats amount to £10 annually. 

All the fish is sold to cadgers, and the price all through the year is 3d. per pound. He 
considers it a hardship that people are allowed to fish outside. 

Dromcliff Fishery. 

Brian Serrmai s, sworn.— The present season is suited to this fishery, Imt the fishery is 
decreasing. The entoe fishery is in {he tidal part of the riyer; there is a weir- upon it, 
which was erected twelve or fourteen years since, but it was not fished last year. There 
is at present hut one box on this weir ; the place where tile other was has been made a 
two S A™, c7 d m tbe P ositio “ of *1*1 one time immemorial. There are 

MM Iw " e at »<*» ° f both ; he has known them to be 

cash reeSS “* *“ ^ “ 0otob “' Tbe 

£ s. d. 

1840, 14 8 0£ 

1841, 6 16 2 

1842, 16 16 2i 

retiinM 16 TM d °f lers . i f’ led '’ e , sides i is not, perhaps, the one-third of the amount 
™ ? hole avora S° produce may he estimated at £30 a year, but 

utterif # 6 ° P roteo ‘o a ' 14 is now Proofed properly, and it will be 

ton?™ 1 R? •’mt a few 7™- l here were fine water-bailiffs employed in 1840, and 
Jjy ” e “’Ll 0 ™® the ldea o( protecting the river, because other people 
4 i S mg ' ■» ® rea % destroyed at the mills. There is a police 

SSSt T ? e . las fal0 , wl1 18 ma,1 T ish t0 b<i destroyed since the 20th 
z? ! — - 88 7"” 14 be , Ba ®? ea ‘ t0 stock the river. He would consider £4 a year a fair 
of protecting the fishery. Eight men would 

3poS4 h^to pSVaetmrtry ** W<raW be a better for 
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1843, 4 19 104 

1844, 5 5 
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Letter from Abraham Martin, Esq., to the Commissioners of Public Works 
and Fisheries. 

PiSrTS'di^S? l H Govemm.nt intend making some amendment, in the 

to be We in' the n ”* be pr0te!ted " “? 

M SS 

ofThIZw ZZF r' k “"I °° “P l ¥ ,im l ° th » S *>”»" being taken S Se n,S 

beleTsS “ *‘ Ctmt “* <“ “ ^ «• f the SRg 1 Set), if Lf-re no. "w toS 

” kt,s to *• 

lh e> Sligo mdls, which I hold in my own hands, are supplied with water by means of a weir or dim 

Tate^ni 11 tt bl l Ve “°? 7 ^’ mill - dam > and about the middle i the stream, is a waste 

gate, sufficiently large to allow the Salmon to go up the river. This gate is kept open every week 
wf ??' ? ? g seasoa ’. fro “ Saturday evening until Monday morning; and during th‘e Close 
hiffict HSR open continually , it being my interest, as the solo proprietor of the Sfy, todoso 
in fact, it is never shut unless when I am scarce of water for my mills. At the end of the weir or 
a P lot .. of ^ 0U3 ? d a dj°i-’* in g the river, I have made a large box or pend in which I 
““v n 7 f 2 b “ 1 ™ on a -l‘ve for the space of a month, if necessary, until I can dispose of them bv 
f adm ° * , Dubll "> and elsewhere. If I had not this pond, I would be obliged to salt the ffrea‘er 
Lhl™ t’ V ,S T f - Uffident demand ** *•» in this town, and co^quS the 

°- the pr0fitit d ? esat P re£ent > orevon cover the necessary expenses. 

l f ' ’ T 1 , 1 exem P t Queen's gaps, if such gap should injuriously 

S«tn \ r° f J ’ ; ;md the ™ rd section squires the waste gates of mill-duns to be ojen from 

Saturday until Monday morning. This Ido not complain of; but Ido think it is a hardship^ com- 
keenit * he . 40tb sectlon > to be obliged to open my Salmon box, which is on the same mr Id 
on Mrfnd« en dull?g the ® am e penod, namely, from six o’clock on Saturday evening until six o'clock 
of th! n 7 T mDg - 1 37t , h , seotlon requires that I should keep my pond ouen during the entire 

tl ‘ £ ° Se i S -‘ lS T Whlch , WOuld leave m y miUs completely idle. The pond, as at present fonsLucted 
I can Wn iSq f ontm f. tbe sea > end another facing the upper stream of the river, by which means 
I am nWiLd f S w°?^ ° 1 want them ' In some seasons, when the water is low i n the river 

I am obliged to shut the pond altogether, and to fish with nets below my mills in. the tideway and 

water* TEht^^ ^ **?“" « four bo ” s eacb ** ® consequence of Sfb^ 

T b thus particular, in order to show you that it is by taking great care of the water 

in the hln^h a r PP 7 t0 Ae 5 and 1 subrait tbis statement of facts to your consideration 
J b ® b ?P e * b ?* tb ,® Government, in any amendment to be made in the law, will protect the vested 
r^hts of individuals, and that saving clauses may be introduced into the 37th, 40th, and 58th sections 
Act by h g av^? S !° m penal f S: ,' vk ° f ha11 substantially comply with the requirements of the 
Act, by haying a sufficient passage for the fish to go up and down the river. 

•' |U ! t r tbat at tb ® last quarter sessions, a pauper of the name of Rogers got up a prose- 

he wi Elrl 5 C open ' n g m y P ond from Saturday evening until Monday morning, although 

tl ,„ , t0 ad ? ut tba t the pond was so constructed that no fish could possibly be taken during 

+n h .r te o P enod » and tbat ^e waste gate on the mill dam adjoining the pond was quite sufficient 
Sa ~P th e river. His reason for proceeding against me, he swore, was, That he 
sessions^ t0 mabe ln hues, and that he had seventeen other cases to bring against me at the 

I am, Gentlemen, ' 

Your obedient servant, 

Abraham Marti.v. 
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Evidence taken before J. Redmond Barry, Esq., at Tarbert, County Limerick, 
on Saturday, December 13, 1845. 

Subject or Inquiry.— The Fisheries of the Bays of Brandon and Tralee, from the 
Blaskets to Kerry Head, and of the several Rivers terminating within these 
points ; the Fisheries of the Lower Shannon, from the Beeves Rocks to the 
Sea ; the Rivers Feal, Geal, Cashen, and Askeaton, and all their Tributaries; 
and the Fisheries of the entire Coast, and all the Rivers terminating 
thereon, between Kerry Head and Spanish Point, Milltownmalbay. 

Tiie Cashen. 

Christopher Julian, esq., sworn. — Is well acquainted with the river Cashen ; but as he is 
more familiar with that portion of it which is near the sea, he wishes to confine his obser- 
vations to that part. The breeding fish do not ascend the river to spawn until the early 
part of October. Observed and examined the fish killed at the beginning of October, and 
they were then full in pea. He has seen parties taking fish at that time, and he told 
them it was a sin to do so. In his opinion no one should be allowed to fish in October, 
for the Salmon are not then fit for use ; and, in another point of view', because of the 
destruction of the future stock, fishing at that time would be highly detrimental to the 
fisheries. He considers, however, that the Open Season terminates too soon. He has 
seen and examined the September fish ; they were in full season, and the pea and mil t 
but very slightly developed. All these observations refer to the fish coming in fresh from 
the sea. The first week in October the pea is very largely developed, but he has never 
known it to be so before that time. The Salmon Peal are taken in August and September. 
They always commence fishing on the 1 6th or 20th of June ; the season never commences 
earlier than that time. The fish which ascend the river in October spawm in November, 
and return again to the sea in February and the beginning of March ; all the spent fish 
are down the first week of the latter month. The descent of the Fry commences in 
March ; the great bulk go down in April, and they are all clear out of the river at the 
early part of Hay. Large hauling nets are used in his fishery, but others are not allowed 
to use them, as the party under whom he holds claims a “ several right,” and no one has 
ever disputed such sole right with his lessor. He is in possession of the fishery over thirty 
years ; it is on the north side of the Gashen, and he holds it by lease under Mrs. Ilerong. 
The most rent he ever set it for was £20 a year. The expenses of the fishery average 
about £G0 a year, and the average yearly produce may be considered to be 1,500 fish. 
The Peal are from five to seven pounds weight. The seasons are very variable in their 
produce ; last year and the year before were reasonably good, hut the year immediately 
preceding these, the quantity of fish taken did not pay the expenses. lie ceased fishing 
on the 20th August last year; hut, if he were rightly informed, the Close Season was not 
generally observed. It was strictly observed in the lower part of the district, w'hero the coast 
guard station is, but in other places no attention was paid to it. He himself saw a boat, in 
October last, with nets and fishing gear all prepared to fish. lie has fished with the rod 
occasionally, but has never taken any interest in angling. There is a species of fish, locally 
called the Pink,” found in the Cashen in the month of April ; they are taken indiscrimi- 
nately at that time, and, in his opinion, they are the young of the Salmon. There is now 
no stake weir on the Cashen ; there had been one at Kilmore, on the south side of the 
river, but it was removed before the late Act. There is no fi shin g or mill weir on this 
river; hut there is a mill weir on the Geal which affords a facility for the destruction of 
the fish; for persons cut the bank there, and letting the water in on the lowland, the fish 
are then killed in great quantities. He employs no water-bailiff to protect the river. A 
protective society was formed in 1843, but it does not now exist. The subscriptions were 
withdrawn, the retiring members of the society assigning as a reason, that they had not 
sufficient interest in the protection of the river. There had never been any protection 
before that time. The 1st of May is the earliest time they have a fair quantity of Spring 
fish ; before then the quantity coming in is so small as not to pay the expense of keeping 
large nets, which they are obliged to do at bis fishery. He would have the Open Season 
extended to the 20th September or 1st October. It would be injurious to the fishery to 
fish after that time ; but if the fishing season were made to terminate then, there would 
be sufficient time to enable the breeding fish to go up for the purpose of spawning ; and if 
the Close Season were extended somewhat farther into the following year, the fish would 
he rendered more secure ou the spawning beds, and could pass down to the sea after 
spawning without the danger of being injured. The bag nets have not been used in the 
Cashen district ; the coast between the Cashen and Ballybunion has been examined, and 
pronounced to be unfitted for the hag net fishery. 

The Feal. 

Alexander Elliott, esq., sworn. — Is particularly acquainted with this river about seven miles 
from Tarbert, and half a mile below Listowel. There are spawning grounds there ; and he 
has minutely attended to the operation of spawning. All the fish which go up the river 
are going up to spawn ; and the general run of fish upwards is about the 10th June. The 
fish spawn from the 1st November to the 1st February, and some short time after. Those 
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Salmon which spawn early in November, enter the river about the 1st September. He Appendix, No. II. 

agrees with Mr. Julian, that he can catch good fish in September, but he has also seen 

them large in pea and bad in that month. He has killed September fish quite red and ThtFeal. 

very large in pea, both in his locality and higher up. The spents generally run down to Migration. 

the sea the first floods in February, and continue their descent till the 1st May. Those 

fish which spawn late remain in the river till May : a general system of angling would be 

injurious before the month of May ; because after spawning the fish are quite voracious, 

and will take anything that is offered them. The general downward run of Fry is in May ; 

they are all down at the end of that month, but this, of course, depends on the state of the 

water. All these observations refer to the upper part of the river. There is a mill at 

Kinganniff, and the weir there is a source of great destruction to the fishery. There is no 

sluice to this weir, but he considers the obstruction necessary to the water-power of the 

mill ; the obstacle is more fatal to the Fry and spents coming down, than to the fish going 

up. There is no fishing weir on the Feal or Geal; but on a tributary river called the 

Smearna there is an obstruction where the fish can be most easily gaffed ; it, however, offers 

no impediment over which the fish cannot pass. The Smearna is a good spawning river ; 

the best spawning ground of the Feal is from Listowel to the source, from twenty to 

twenty-four English miles, and nine miles by water from the mouth of the Cashen. The fish 

will always ascend to the high parts of a liver to spawn if they have a facility for doing so. 

Taking all things into consideration, the ultimate benefit of the fisheries, and a fair Season 
distribution of fish, he considers that the best and fairest average fishing season would be 
from the 1st May to the 10th September. If general permission were given to fish before 
the 1st May, the fisheries would be injured ; and in his opinion the benefit arising from an 
extension of the Open Season would be nullified by persons being allowed to commence 
early. He has seen great numbers of Slats killed in February, March, and April. If the 
Feal, Geal, and Cashen were protected, their fisheries would be of immense value. It 
would be exceedingly desirable to establish a compulsory system of assessment for the Assessment 
purpose of protection. The most equitable and judicious mode of assessing would be by 
putting a tax upon the engines used for fishing. The system of assessment* agreed on at 
the meeting of representatives from the different rivers in Munster, held in Cork on the 
22nd October, 1844, is very good as a general principle ; and the only objection he has to 
it is, that in his locality it would not produce a sufficient sum ; it would not in fact give 
two water-bailiffs to the Feal. A protective society was formed in 1843 ; £46 was the 
entire sum received, and the subscriptions were paid only one year. He fishes merely for 
amusement and for the purpose of obtaining a supply of fish for his own house. His net 
is used about half a mile from Listowel. It would be desirable that persons living on the 
upper parts of rivers should enter into a compact not to use nets at such a distance from 
the sea ; and he would be most happy to give up his net at any time. There were a great 
many prosecutions for violations of the law, during the existence of the protective 
association. Each water-bailiff was paid £5 a yeas, but they did not do their duty ; they 
were poachers themselves and encouraged poaching in others. There have been prose- 
cutions in this district for breaches of the fishery laws. One person was fined £2 or one Operation of the law- 
month’s imprisonment for killing a breeding fish. He is a magistrate, and has very often 
reason to complain of the leniency of his brother magistrates where there have been 
prosecutions for violations of the Close Season. He is convinced that it is necessary for 
the effectual working of the law, that a scale of minimum penalties be added to the Act, Minimum penalties, 
according to the nature and frequency of the offences committed ; the discretionary power 
at present vested in the magistracy, has not, in its exercise, been attended with beneficial 
results. He has caught a good many of the Pink ; he never made any experiments upon 
them, but thinks they are of a species distinct from the Salmon. They appear in the lower 
part of the river first ; they are seen in the month of April, and there has been no 
restriction to killing them as they have been always regarded as a distinct species. The 
practice of poisoning with spurge, lime, and flax water prevails to a great extent on the 
Feal. He has frequently given permission to persons to angle in this river, and they were 
the very first afterwards to poach in the Close Season. 

George Hewson, esq., sworn. — Is proprietor of a fishery situate where the tideway ends at 
the junction of the Geal with the Feal. It is on the south side, and his father has a fishery on 
the other side. Spring tides go up about a mile above his fishery. He fishes with haul 
nets, and has generally commenced fishing about the 1st June; they might make one or two Fishing time, 
hauls before that time. Since the late Act passed they have stopped fishing the 20th 
August ; but before then they were in the habit of fishing till after the 1st October. He 
has generally observed that the pea of the fish is largely developed about the 1st October, and 
sometimes earlier ; but it is impossible to form a notion of the exact time at which it is first 
developed. He had been one of the persons instrumental in forming the protective asso- 



* System of assessment above referred to — _ 

That a fund be raised to carry out the provisions of this Act, by imposing an annual tax or licence on the Fol- 
lowing engines for killing fish. 

On all fishing weirs, stake and fixed nets, a charge of 5 per cent, on their value, according to the Poor Law 
valuation, when such value amounts to or exceeds £100. 



When amounting to £60, and not to £100, each, 

When under £60, „ „ . 

On each other Net used for fishing in rivers fi equented by Salmin and Trout, 
„ Boat „ ,, „ » 

„ Bod and line, „ ,, » 



4 0 0 
3 0 0 

2 0 0 
10 0 
0 11) 0 
Y 
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■AjgiiKDrx, No. II. cktion refei-red to by the preceding witness ; the parties withdrew from it, because they 
The Feal ■ f not rt 7 0rth wMe to P a J for protection, as many of them had but little 
— mterest m the nver. ISo change was observed to take place in 'the fishery after the pro 

tection m 1843 ; it was too short and inefficient to produce any alteration in the state of 
things which had previously existed. It was not until this year that he observed the police 
aiding in protecting the fishery and he considers that their assistance, as far as it went was 
CoMl1p .. beneficial. Some years ago a different proprietor had the fishery which he nowholds,and short 

or co^ble note were allowed to be used there by various parties ; when ho came into 
possession he discountenanced their use ; but these persons have been since fishing- con 
trary to h* wishes It was only at night that this mode of fishing was practised: and he 
considered it should be done away with, as it prevented the run of fish. He conceives tint 
the parties who use these “ cobble nets” have no right of fishing except that derived from 
the payment of rent for the privilege ; the practice is only pursued in that locality ; and it 
is his belief, that rent was formerly paid for permission to exercise this mode of fishino- • 
but he is not now m a position to prove that such was the case. It is carried on in the 
tideway; and m a place where the river is navigable for ten or fifteen ton lighters- but 
tiie nver is no nareow there that one could throw a stone across it. The most deshable 
Open Season for tins locality would be from the 1st May to the 20th September • he con 
ceives it to be mjunous to the fisheiy to commence fishing before the 1st May • ’but sun 
posing it was necessary to fix the 1st February as a general time for comm 
dara which a - 1)e ? alt f for s P ent fish in possession would be a sufficient 

protection of the fisheries in the early season. “ 

well 'lift tlie spawning grounds of the Fer- 

tile best are situate between Kihneany and Feal bridge. He has never observed the 5 
S~ e T e aC T ’ ta * be tffled ,4e &l1 before “4 alter spawning. Is 

i« the general spawning time is November, December, and Janiary. Those wbieb™°tertbe 

Sp, T f a™/ *¥" wluel1 «° n P a * a Iata ' period. He has often hilled 
fish m the month of September ; they are getting - red in that month • +h» • 

pretty large, while othlrs are fa good con£m“ Tbe”e dfshTe tho^e fa T 18 
a long time fa tbe wafer ; tbe £sf ftesUy run from slT 

tember. The pea becomes very large in tbe month of October. a m hep- 



The Lower Shannon. 



The Lower Shannon. 



Uniformity. 



Bag net. 



more suitable than the season at present fixed hv law Thn+ •> ° can be better or 

of the tributaries of tbe Shannon, nor has Ky taowledge 7Z FoL orTfafa "°H 
not accpiamted with the spawning "rounds nnv with +i» Q ° o . c . 01 _ TCa b bio 18 
tributaries. The weekly 111 tho ™ aild 

as it was possible; and m his opinion, it is a to thin* to &bamion » strictly 
share of the fish secured to them by the weeH^ct tL? Hn QppCr 
hardship that, on occarions when tl stTweL toTS, T?**? * 

does not eonrider ftTSLife oFse^t "’“V 0 ° SCa P e ' H< > 

impracticable and works an injustice The raai " tamed > as > 111 bis opimon, it is 

Shannon, is quite S fS rftftaP < ? Me 1 Seffl0 n> suited to tho 

there at an improper time ; while it prohibits tlflfa ’ a f uaPy all ° ws fish -to be taken 

condition. A difference of season would ca jP t P re at a tune when they are in best 

venience; and to Z™ t ^ F eat incon ‘ 

executive departments to enforce the nliKmJL™ ’tbe Commissioners and the public 
circumstance! of riveS w^cJSultd 2fSS-?/ he *£ S,0 “ Time; but the P eculiar 
would he so much more interested i„ +ho,V .b oded for > t | ie persons having rights in them 
for due protection “S^by t?cinl t JTIZZT'’ 2™ W&cility 

• tion to protect the rivers is created ° T« .«+ 6 8 ® ason u P° n them a general indisposi- 

samo for the different parts of the same prepared, to say that the season should be the 
from such a division RsocktiofZ If 5 ft C fW gf6at **«% would arise 
Shannon, for the protecfonrfS^ P™ “ tere8ted “ 

and so much as £60 were paid in the “eetmg was held some tune since, 

the object of the association and callinf f ’ ,? irculars . bave been since issued, explaining 
full and complete ZcesT S 0a ^ ***“■ to subscribe » aad he anticipate! 

at Sr' hS’CT^o 8 S ba « - »ary 

ligbt-bonse to Bomewbnt more than? j“ d S eJr are “ et * hc llack of Tarbert 

for tho first time, last March and fisb!?™ v rtf d ' ?° ? 0I ? me a c ®'i fishing in that locality! 
time tbe bag note S'f . EeaB »»- ™ a * was tbe fi.5 

they laboured under considerable d4e h 81111 '- la f f F ear was pretty fair ; 
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are suitable for the bag net fishery. He fished under permission from Mr. Iveays ; at first Afpexdec, No. If. 

they paid him nothing ; but latterly they compensated him by giving him a share of the 

fish. There are good places for bag net fishing in Ringabella bay, and near the Cove of ™ h '' Lott:er Shamum. 

Cork ; the south-east coast is also favourably circumstanced ; and generally wherever the „ o 

water is deep in the lower Shannon this mode of fishing will be successful. A uniform ’ wCason ‘ 

season would be advantageous as far as keeping down poaching ; but it would have the 

effect of destroying one man’s property while it would make that of another. He considers 

that the season should be extended for every fishery on the Shannon below Glin; in fact, 

in all cases the season should he extended the nearer the fisheries approach the sea. The 

Salmon caught up to the 20th August in his fishery last year were as good as those taken 

in June ; and if he had been allowed to fish fill September, he would have caught as much 

in the additional time as in the entire month before. From the 1st February to the end 

of August would, in his opinion, be the best fishing season for the lower Shannon. He has 

experienced no malicious interruption to the prosecution of Ms bag net fishery; one of his 

nets was seized during the season; but it was in consequence of a question as to whether 

it was placed on the Royalty within which he had permission to fish. 

Patrick M‘Auliffe, sworn. — Lives on the Clare side of the Shannon, opposite Glin, on Bag net. 
the property of Mr. Vandeleur, and is the owner of six bag nets, four of which only he fishes 
at the same time. Com m enced fisliing last year the 1 8th March, and continued till the 20th 
August. The last season was pretty favourable. He killed about £60 worth of fish, but Produce, 
he had only two nets fishing at the commencement, not having got the others over from 
Scotland till a later period. Each of his nets, including warps and all things necessary, 
costs £15 10s. He is determined to continue the bag net fisliing, and he expects it will 
he prosperous; at all events, he is not disheartened, and he has acquired a great deal of 
experience by the trial of last year. He has brought over a Scotchman specially for tliis 
fishery, and they have become partners in it. The present season is very well suited to Season, 
the lower Shannon ; and after an experience in draught net fishing of eighteen or nineteen 
years, he is firmly of opinion that it would be attended with no beneficial result either to 
commence fisMng earlier or to extend the fisMng to a later period. Witness has no know- 
ledge whatever of the spawning grounds of the Shannon. The Close Season has been 
pretty generally observed in this district, and there have been seme prosecutions for 
violations of it. Witness has six or seven stake weirs of his own ; is part owner of the Stake weirs. 
Ringmoylen weir, and of other weirs also in a different locality. Each of his stake weirs 
clears, on an average, £10 a year after all expenses. The produce of the Ringmoylen weir Produce, 
last year was about £80 worth of fish; and, considering the expenses, it did not more than 
clear itself. Some of the other weirs are better, and some a great deal worse. The last 
was a bad year in the stake net fishery. There are about thirty stake weirs in Clonderlaw Number of stake 
Bay ; one in Labasheeda Bay, about eighteen from Kilkerran to Cahiracun, and about weirs, 
twelve from Clonderlaw to Kilrush; all these are on the Clare side. There are none 



farther west than Kilrush, nor any at Carrigaliolt. He has observed the Sunday Close 
Time in Ms bag nets, hut often experienced great difficulty in doing so. The owners of 
stake weirs sustain a great loss by the manner in which they are obliged to observe the 
weekly Close Time ; for it often happens that, in consequence of the state of the weather, Regulations for _ 
the weirs cannot he fished for three or four days, and as it is now necessary to open the weekly Close Time, 
pocket on Saturday night, they consequently lose all the fish which had collected there 
during the time. They do not desire to be exempted from the observance of the weekly 
Close Time, but they wish to he allowed in such cases to put a rail over the pocket, for 
the purpose of keeping the fish there until it can he fished, and make an opening in 
another part of the wen. This opening would be quite sufficient for the observance of the 
Close Time, and the produce of the three or four previous days’ fisliing would be thus 
preserved. The pocket of the weirs is in deeper water than the other part, and a rack 
could be put in it, and an opening made in tlie back rail at a time when the state of the 
water would not permit them to fish the weir. There is a stake wen at Berraun, to the 
west of Clonderlaw Bay, so placed as to he out in the deep water at the lowest water of 
spring tides. He never heard any complaints of the stake weirs being injurious to naviga- 
tion, and is of opinion that they are rather a benefit to it than otherwise. 

John Barret, sworn. — Is the owner of a stake wen- on the southern shore of the 
Shannon, near Foyne’s Island. The following is the number of weirs on the Limerick Number of stake 
side, from the Beeves Rocks down to the mouth : — two at Ahanish ; two at Colgriffe ; weirs, 
three at Foyne’s Island ; two at Leahy ; one at Stanfield ; one at Mountrcnchard ; one at 
Colehill ; three at Loughill ; two at Kilt-eery ; one at Kilcollan ; two at Cahara ; two at 
Glinn ; one at Ballyoolahan ; one at Fammillar ; one at Ballydonolioe ; one at Tarbert ; 
one at CoolinanwiUiam ; one at Ralapane ; two at Kilcolgan ; two at Reinturk ; one at 
Carrig Island ; and two at Astee. £50 a year, or something less, is about the average Produce, 
gross produce of each of these weirs ; out of which all expenses of fisMng, wear and tear, 
are to he paid. He has frequently lost £10 in the year by his stake weir. The stake 
weir fishery has been destroyed by the great number of weirs that have been erected. 

John Hector, sworn. — Is a native of Scotland, and came to this country in March last-, Bag net. 
to prosecute the bag net fishery. He was previously engaged in the bag net fishery in Ms 
own country. Carrigaholt, although apparently suitable, is not a favourable place for the 
bag net. There are places in Cork very well adapted for tMs mode of fishing. He fished 
this season off Tarbert ; and Mr. Morton, Mr. Keays, and himself are engaged to fish there 
the ensuing season. He observed the weekly Close Time as far as it was possible, by Weekly Close Time, 
opening the door of the net ; hut it is impossible to observe it strictly, because the net is 
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The Lower Shannon. 



Clonderlaw Bay. 
Stake weir. 



Illegal stake w 



Fishing time. 



Best months. 
The Cashen. 



set m deep -water ; and if the chamber he opened on Saturday night, in case that rough 
-weather and neap tides occurred on Monday and the following days, they could not set 
out to set the nets again, and thus they would sustain a very great loss. They would have 
had much better fishing last year, if the season had been longer ; for, on the 20th August 
“ e y w 5 e g ettm g m ore and better fish than in July. The nearer the fish are to the sea’ 
the better they are ; and great quantities of fish are taken along the coast by the ba°- net* 
which would never enter the rivers. J ° 3 

Mr. Daniel MoUmy, sworn.— Is agent to a fishery in Clonderlaw Bay, belonging to Mr 
Westropp. There are about thirty stake weirs in this bay, which he considers illegal and 
he has made every effort to have them removed ; but, in consequence of a defect in the 
law, he could not succeed. These weirs are so multiplied that they are an iniurv to navi- 
gation; Borne are erected by right of land, but others without any colour of authority 
whatever. The breadth of the channel in which they are placed is less than three-fourths 
“ u a.? a4ea i a " 4 110 proceeded against them under the 22nd 

section 5th and 6th Victoria, c. 106, bnt all his prosecutions failed. He obtained many 

SSS° n \f Ut C0 “ I ? g ? t] ? e ™' ants “S 1 ® 1 by ‘lie magistrates or the assistant 

hamster There are two layers flowing into the hay of Clonderlaw, and it cannot therefore 
be regarded as part of the Shannon channel. This defect in the law should, in his oninion 
be remedied. He is persuaded that the Close Time can never be enforced unless a number 

ma? win h« ar t,r et t0 a ?- Bnd *■“ ? at datj ' altme - for M the ^ Btlmd3 at present one 
man wdl be obliged to open his weir during the Close Time while that of another will be 
allowed to remain shot He has seen several state weirs in which the weekly Close Time 
was not at all observed last year. J J irae 

■' on^iSHidT e 4 leS at and iS WeU a6 ‘l' Iai ™ 4 ^ weirs 

Biimerick side of the Shannon. There are two weirs illegally placed on the 

the i r ° Ck °- f F °3mes-one on the northaud the other 
One of them is an ahmpt interruption to navigation, and the ehannS 
are f la , ce4 “ “n 4 ® a quarter of a mile in breadth. Mr. Keavs is the owner 

srsssEssi 

years he has bought about half the nr l me *2 lst .-^ u g ust - These two or three last 

•Cai;a3rfr“f •? 55 si/ssws: 

Shannon Commences^ X llth'll ™ ata, ? e weir of mth ° 

tliat time : since the late Act the snent 1 e4ruar f. an d has taken but few spent fish at 
be kept before The XsSl ft™ 6 ' 1 *° the « *W »sed ‘o 

ment of pea, aud after that there is -> n fir* 0 * 8t have no tendency to enlarge- 

good. jfe ceSSf* wXd be Tn IT ° Ha T 8t fc tho « reater nu mberof which L 
meneing the 1st January aSd ending thf IrtlTJT to one com- 

when the river shall have been protected The P resen * 8eason is suitable, hut 

will be a run of good Spring fish in rlJ nd tbe . seas01 i be made to close early, there 
valuable, aud if thf season belxtended toTS Til 7 S 617 is ’. of course > the most 
The season ho proposes would also suit the PWd pei ?°p fisIi ery will become a late one. 
rivers is in Julf He has bought S • and G ? al : the P™pal fishery in these 
different from those of the Shannon thn^if' 1 * 6 ^ 1 e , xamined tbe Cashen fish; they are so 
Shannon Salmon. The Cashen fish are iust* v “T ° Ue tliem amon S a thousand 
of the Shannon. The lateness of the li-eli * as ri mu i c b advanced m pea in August as those 
of protection ; hut they would have Spring fislfthe 81 18 CaU n ed b 7 to ° late and want 
were protected. P ® asb theie as well as in the Shannon if the rivers 

some of these are at Bakp’an^^ at Gbll) and a,so proprietor of stake nets; 

to establish stake weirs in Clondevlnw TW e and otbers . at Glin. Holds the power 

north side of the hay. He holds no lan/tl* 1 * 116 Hickmaa / amil y a whose rights exist on the 
only £30 a year f or the right of stake^nef fishing and .^f^ paid £5d >. but now P^ 3 
parties forcibly erecting stake weirs within lii<f l ^ ^ sbei 7 18 greatly injured by other 
rights which the Hickman familv havo hltr +• bouncls > and thu s encroaching on those 

weirs have no l^nw^eSon frl 6 ™ emoriaL The pai-ties erecting these 
’ nor permission from the occupying tenants. Some of the stake weirs 
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in Oontelaw Bay are erected where the channel la not three-quarters of a mile fc Apfekdh, No. 

Clonderlat?3\Sequan§Wd of eonSte tTld 1 M 5 llai ”* ed wi * tlla locality about n < ■&»»' SiW,.. 

stake weirs. He considers it fcintkl to +i?™fv ? g plac ? the *®> about the erection of 

parties be defined, and the matter set at w P “ bllC peaCe th ?, tiie ri S hts of ' the several 

" be lost 7 *¥ c °hisions which so frequenTlyteke pScf ’ * “ apprehends *■* 

The evidence of this gentleman closed the inquiry. P 
J-iie iollowing declaration was handed in by the KmVbt of 
twenty-six other gentlemen and persons interP^K ^Tu • “P 16 * h ? and 

We, the undersized persons fiSSSS fcfeni o ** L ° W6r SWon : ~ 
the present Act, 5th and 6th Viet., is, with respect to the ?W Shani ? on ’, are of opinion that 

breeding fish, and that it requires no dEngT*** t0 CI ° Se SeaSOn, suffidentl 7 protective of the 



takm blfm J - * Bi ” K T, Es,„ at Ldbhiok, on Monday, December 15 I84s 

™ BETWEEN SPANISH P 0djt , 

maubav, and Black Head, in the Count* or Clare ; the R,vers Ferous, Ardsallus 

Zee rrc N Mm ?*”■ t °° bth “ ™ — »-™- t HB z*: 

Z?”* » the Coontv Limerick, and the Upper Shawok. with its several Tribc- 
taries, from its Source to the Beeves Rocks. 

The Upper Shannon. 

wSBSm 8 § - 

as^S“S3j£i~- 

SctheeMinSmf loMmodeofcoDungataB persons interested hi. the fisheries is, to 

^ smi 1 8yste " b0 adortea - 

Mm Boyce, junior, eeg., sworn.— Witness has taken some interest in the formation of p , „■ 
SrS-tr th k ° the "Pi** Shannon, to which association hThTbeed £“ h, ““- 

the S year rf The” 7 '* 1 ’ 3 ? a™?* ™ 1842 ' the P aBi “e of tie late Ac *l “1 
exLd/c/hf.b ‘ S™*™ 1 ? funds amounted to between £80 and £ 90 , which was 
expended in the employment of a number of water-bailiffs, duly appointed under the Act 
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Appendix, No. II. and whose appointments were sanctioned by the magistrates. The system was most 

effective during the operations of the society, namely, in 1S42 and 1843. For want of 

Th e Upper Shannon. .j. ft eease a to exist in 1844, but it has sprung up again in the present year. In 

1842 and 1843 they had a respectable fund, and were assisted by some of the gentlemen 

on the lower Shannon ; but the association was principally composed of gentlemen living 
in the neighbourhood of Castleconnell, Doonas, and Killaloe, and of others who were in 
the habit of resorting to these places for the enjoyment of fishing. In the October of the 
present year the revived society commenced, with the subscribed fund of £27. By 
curtailing the wages of the water-bailiffs, he had been able to pay the expenses of protec- 
tion up to this time, and he hopes to be able to continue the protection for three weeks 
longer. He pays each water-bailiff 10s. per week during the Close Season. Employs in' 
protection the fishermen on the river, and it is but justice to say of them that they 
discharged then- duty most faithfully. The association of this year has been formed as an 
experiment rather than anything else, and he is confident that if the proprietors of fisheries 
about Doonas would open the fishery for one day in each week to keen sportsmen from 
Limerick, lie would get towards protection £25 or £30 more than he now receives. The 
Expenses of protec- river from Killaloe to Thomond Bridge could be efficiently watched during the Close 
tion. Season for £150 a year, but there should be water-bailiffs during the Open Season also. 

Fifteen miles of the river could be completely preserved the entire year round for £300, 
They obtain no aid whatever from the coast guard, for the station is thirty miles from 
Limerick; and as to the constabulary, they are not the sort of persons who would be 
efficient in protecting ; their habits and education do not fit them for the duty, and their 
other obligations are too numerous. Where they are in the immediate locality, they are, 
to some extent, efficient ; but where they have to go to a distance, they can be of no 
Tributaries. assistance. Witness is acquainted with all the nursery rivers from Limerick to Killaloe ; 

he knows the Mulkear, the Blackwater, the Nenagh, and the Scariff. He coincides with 
Mr. Burden, the preceding witness, that the stake weirs should be restricted from fishing 
Season. till the 1st March, and that the fishing season, both above and below, should be from that 

time till the 20th September. As an experienced angler, he knows that there are plenty 
of white fish in the river after the 20th September, and is fully convinced that it would in 
no way injure the fishery to extend the Open Season to that time. The great object for 
all should be to prevent the destruction of spents and Fry ; and there should be, there- 
fore, a restriction to fishing at an early period. It was formerly quite the fashion to feed 
Destruction. the pigs on Salmon Fry ; he has known so many as forty dozen of them to be killed by 

one boat in a day’s fishing. Great destruction of them still takes place ; a wholesome 
restraint is, however, imposed, by the knowledge that it is penal to have Fry “ in possess- 
sion” at any time of the year. The alteration of the weirs on the Shannon, by the Shannon 
Commissioners, has produced an improvement as regards facility for the descent of the 
Fry. It was quite usual, at one time, to catch eight or ten Salmon in a day with a single 
rod on the streams of Doonas, but latterly he has fished there for several days consecu- 
tively, and did not catcli a single one. He is of opinion that the Fry do not come to 
Maturity of Salmon maturity until two years after the ova are deposited, and that they return as Salmon Peal 
Fry. the third year. lie knows the fish called “ Gravelling,” it is not identical with tho “ Pink;" 

Gravelling and Pink, they are different in shape and in colour. The “Pink” is a very beautiful fisli, and in 
appearance nearly resembles the Dace, which he has killed in great quantities in the 
Thames. The Pink abounds in the Cashen river, and he has taken hundreds of them 
tkero. The Gravelling is not, in his opinion, the young of the Salmon ; it is quite a 
distinct species. Ho has not made any experiments upon the matter, but he has read the 
statements of Mr. Shaw of Drumlanrig, and his opinion remains unshaken. The spawning 
Spawning. generally begins about the 10th or 15th December. There have been some prosecutions 

by the Association for breaches of the law, and they found tho magistracy co-operate with 
them to the fullest possible extent in carrying it effectually into operation. He heard that 
Minimum penalties, this was not the case in other localities; and he considers the fixing of minimum penalties 
indispensably necessary. The discretion which is left to the magistrates generally has 
worked very great injury; and so far from its being an insult to the magistracy to fix 
“ minimum penalties,” they would be obliged to tho Legislature if it constrained them 
as to the penalties to be inflicted. He thinks that all persons who fish, whether for 
Assessment. pleasure or interest, should be assessed for the protection of the fisheries. A per centage 

should be imposed upon proprietors, where proprietors exist ; and every engine, whether 
weir, net, or rod, should be taxed according to its efficiency. The fishermen would he 
glad of such a regulation ; which, in addition to the other advantages attending it, would 
furnish a restraint upon improper fishing. By voluntary contributions he might he able to 
raise a sum necessary for partial protection ; hut entire and effectual protection, such as 
cau alone permanently improve the fisheries, can only he effected by a fixed system of 
assessment. Without an adequate fund, a local authority, and a number of persons 
properly set apart for the duty, the Shannon can never be preserved, or made to yield the 
produce of which it is capable. 

Thomcis Clancy, sworn. — Is a fisherman, and fishes with draught nets both above and 
below Limerick. Has been fishing since he was able,, and knows the spawning grounds. of 
the Shannon well. He was never a water-bailiff ; but the way be became acquainted with 
the spawning grounds was, that last Summer twelvemonth the water ran low in the river, 
and they considered among themselves, and went up the river to make new draughts. He 
Spawning. then saw the Salmon on the scours, but never saw the pea in the beds. The fish commence 

making the beds in the middle of November, and the season for throwing out the spawn 
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fishermen to he allowed to fish in February leoZe L fi f TCI 7 ,“>iportant to the- poor 
men hare nothing else to do. He knows that the then raI ““d »od the 

shells, when taken in the nets, could he returned fe t e, t l w * r . e . m '-'wed as egg 
who took them were so disposed; and he eon jdem no ™ n if the persons 

W1 spout fish. He has, however to S"" *> «» A 

give lip the practice others would continue it and if hfrt.bw? e ™‘ ; Il0 “S h he "•ere to 
ta place. The slob weirs destroy m-eat folf if J f 0 ™ 0,hers wwld supply 

fish, after having passed the 7S tf 5,,™ “>• »> the habit of tE 

then taken along with them : this he lias heard ti? Wltb * 16 T bdo tab, and they are 
There are throe men engaged S him L hS nS b^ Pf™*, worked these weirs, 
length, and about two fathoms in depth ™it is fished hAi*’ 0 '’! e,g n toen ” t ' ren ty feet in 
arc used in fishing. There are eloron net? S™ I ■ two boats, the smallest that 

are others used at Doonas and other »£« ' “in' 1 ” T nar *e r . aad ‘here 

for the fishery; a mesh of nine “^0 the 2.TJ ’ rs ,‘ h “„ SOT “ >»esli too small 

Trent in conscience of the site of So E? ‘w ^S’S.’^r ®tey patch very few 
There is a practice of sweeping nets of double lpno-th nn +1 • m ° U ^ s ! ie jy I s their object, 
uito them with stones ; this injures the bed of the river amT*’ and dr . irin S the Salmon 
fisheries ; it is not, however, done in the Hoi Ti?„ S, “ d “ ™ s ‘ destrnctiye to the 
IS not sufficiently clear, nor in a position favourable fAr +1 ® a * > ln ^ r ' Gabbett’a lax weir 

belonging to the fishing gap ha^ET ?akl Zl fTT ° f f Bh ' The saia 
shore and middle gap ; thus a new imnediment^ln??.^ 6 A Ies ? eaed ‘he water at the 
considers that the Clo?a Season S on™ “ E' ? mc ? * te Ia te Act He 
of January, for there is a c-reit f ] 0 «i . co “ m ence i on the 1st instead of the 10th 

the Eel nets are down they destroy a "reat'deri^nf s° Ut , U P to January, and when 

Eels canght at that time. ThEeenS im i iZT S Wf* «*• *“ Ma «r no 
these nets are so small that one could not kL T ^ Sal . mo , n Fr y ; the meshes of 
which they are fished is this ; one SSK E Ugl1 ^ The ” a ™er in 

another goes out in a boat and sweeps over to tlTnnnTt 0a f , e ? d of tlle uet > ^hilo 
that come in the way : ho has seen Eit or* t?n ‘f r? 0 ? b,* 0 , 1 ™ 2 aU sorts of 

these nets. Those who use these neALet ? , ; °‘ Ery killed in a day with one of 

come into this rgejfhe ?”, „E,g ?g d ‘ e brown Trout-; Ho Spra?s 

nor do any sea fish go up so hin-b as the place wbl^?? 1 ' 1 ^’ tut not m the Salmon season, 
as a We from jg. Gwiwir to "» , ns!!d ' He (W 

before mentioned is held by lease from Mr Arihnr nn +l ‘"'hole eleven nets 

on the south side. The le JsWo? tweEE 2“ ”? rth - * nd fr0 “ Hr. Eyre PoweD 

idhmpiuafbTyKeSefX^^^ “'a 11 ^ 

r„ra?ihTy““Ss?t n pe?Lk F ^ 

heard Mr. Boyce’s “wi aTtotbJ ???.??! f m ™ al ; d * ,TO boat,! lo ^ net He 
agrees with him that there is nothin" to he Z/°t c . or fJ >l,1<:,:r y assessment, and he cjuite 

wonld kill a Slat or breeding fish. ' J 1 * ™ i '° 5e “ * le of £5 ° 011 “T °no who 
sef/C* Wif' Ti m — b i ™‘ e *» under the association of which Mr Boyce is 

toX7p» a ig. a “:«er.»DS?‘ t s - s He ha ? raid 



Apvcnnix, No. II. 
The Upper Shannon. 

Migration. 

destruction. 

Fry. 

Fishing time. 

September fish. 
Season. 



Spents. 



Mode of fishing. 
Mesh. 






Assessment. 



Spawning. 

Spents. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




168 



APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF 



A*™™, No. II. spents which are taken at an advanced period of the season are not so bad as those winch 

are taken early ; they recover somewhat m the fresh water, but they are still unfit for food. 

The Upper shannon, ^ are worse after spawning than at any other stage of then- existence. He has 

examined the fish taken in August ; they are as good in that month as in July ; the pea is 

not then largely developed. He would not indeed consider the fish very bad until 
November. A fish which is full of pea, and a short time before spawning, ought not to 
Season. be killed; but such a fish is good for salting. The Open Season should be extended for 

ann-lin* to the 1st of October, but he would not tlnnk it advisable that it should commence 
before'the 12th February, in consequence of the number of spents then m the river. On 
the 2nd and 3rd of February, some years ago, he killed forty spents m two days angling. 
The rod is the most destructive engine to spents ; they can be avoided by or saved when 
taken with the nets, but when caught with the rod they cannot be saved. There are more 
spents taken by the rod in February than in any other month. 

Terence Kane, sworn— Is a fisherman these thirty-two years ; his father was one before 
him, and he has been constantly fishing since his boyhood. The Salmon are on the beds 
from the middle of November; they cast their spawn from the 20th December to the 1st 
February, at which time all spawning is over. The 12th February is the fairest tune to 
commence the season, and he considers that it should be extended to the 1st October; 
however, the 1st September would satisfy him. He would get some good and a great 
many bad fish in September ; there is a larger quantity of bad than good m September: 
he seldom gets a fresh run fish in that month. He has not, as far as the present Close 
Season has gone, yet seen any lights or poaching on the river, but the time has only now 
commenced at which lights are used. 

John Enright, sworn— Is a fisherman, lives at Castleconnell, and is employed as a 
water-bailiff by the protective association. The spawning beds of the Shannon are imme- 
diately about Castleconnell. At the Rock Garden, near Doonas, he has frequently seen 
the she fish roll in the gravel and the cock fish come immediately and cover up the hole ; 
they then hovered about the spot for some time together. He can form no idea of the 
time which elapses between the depositing of the ova and the maturity of the Fry. He 
has not observed the fish actually spawn until near Christmas, and the spawning is generally 
over on the 1st February. The spents begin to run down the first few days of February ; 
during these days persons fishing would sometimes take ten times the quantity of spents 
that they would at any other time. The greatest run of spents is in March, April, and 
May. Nets are not so destructive to them as rods. It would be safe to permit fishing tul 
the 1st October. He has examined the fish caught in September, as he cures and salts 
Salmon for the neighbouring gentlemen ; they are as good then as at any time before, 
although the pea is becoming large. If the river were fished up to the 1st October, a 
sufficient number would go up after that time to stock the whole Shannon. In the remote 
district which he watches the people would lull the breeding fish if they could, mid they 
say it is quite right to kill what God sends them at any time. The whole of this locality 
is spawning ground. He has not as yet seen any lights used on the river. 

Mr. Boyce said that he had seen 150 fish in August, and not one would take a fly; 
according as they get redder they become more shy and cautious, and can only be taken 
with a small Trout fly. 



Spawning. 
. Season. 



• Spawning. 



Spents. 



No. 1 Letter from Lord Dunraven to J. Redmond Barry, Esq. 

jf 0 . i. Letter from Lord Dunraven presents his compliments to Mr. Barry, and as he cannot go in to-day, lie wishes 

Lord Dunraven to to express his opinion against the Close Season commencing later than the 20th August, he would 
J. Redmond Barry, prefer the 12th in the Shannon and its tributaries ; for, though a few fresh fish run up after that, the 
esq. stock for breeding is already there, and if more Open Time is given for diminishing it, the fishermen 

will soon find greater evil than good. _ , 

Do what you will, the great power for protecting spawn and Fry must be in the hands of the 
proprietors of the upper parts of breeding rivers, and they have now so little interest in the matter, 
that it is sheer nonsense to expect them to take trouble, not for a fair proportion of future benefit to 
themselves, but for those below them to reap the far greater part. . , 

If Mr. Barry gets true information of the real state of the case, he will know that this is so, and 
that nothing else will do, and that there must be a paid staff to work the Act. The coast-guard an 
the police are good so far, hut not half sufficient ; they have other duty enough on their hands. 

The annual Close Time is now but very imperfectly observed — the weekly, a perfect farce. 

Adore Manor, December 15, 1845. 



No. 2. — Resolutions passed at a Meeting of Noblemen and Gentlemen interested 
in the Fishery of the River Shannon. 



No. 2. — Resolutions 
passed at a Meeting 
of Noblemen and 
Gentlemen interested 
in the Fishery of the 
River Shannon. 



At a meeting of the noblemen and gentlemen interested in the fishery of the river Shannon and i 
tributaries, convened by public advertisement, and held at the County Grand Jury Room, on the I 
day of October, 1845, for considering what plans should be adopted for the preservation of the Salmon 
and fisheries of those rivers. 

The Knight op Glin in the Chair. 

Resolved, — That the protection of that extensive river and its tributaries is of the highest importance 
to the citizens of Limerick and the surrounding counties, as, by such means, an ample supply of cheap 
and excellent food may be secured to the public. 
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Clare, 

Limerick, 

D unraven, 

Ludlow Killaloe, 

Hugh Dillon Massy, bart.. 



Poole Gabbett, 

B. Hickie, 

Standish Thomas O’Grady, 
Hugh M. Byves, and 
Robert Webb, esquires. 
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Resolved, That the •oeieitj of Salmon „hid, has aisled in the Shannon and the rivets adjoining 
for some years past, ., mo.nl, attr.butabl, to the shameful destrnetion of the Salmon Fry, and ihf 

Sv™Ha f ,.dtsr.e p ;r,r 4 if " * *"• ^ »« 

piSS^Sl S,Si the W °" !j ' l ° be f “ f ”“' >° be •*“*• S* <>» 

r,!l e ^ 1 J e 4 ,— That for „ this ! Purpose, an Association be now formed, to be called “Tub Shannon 
be chnsmi ’ “ d the ™ ana Sf ment of its affairs shall be intrusted to a Committee, now to 

fctS aLitr 1 ’* f “ ,h * rr “' rati “ of tbe »' 

nridTll" 1 ' -1 !*** f " “fT* 1K > P«P»«e >■»« oHont, subscriptions be immediatelvset on foot, and 

Knight of Glin, 

Simon G. Purdon, D.L., 

Eyre Lloyd, 

John Crips, 

° j, | Francis Spuight, I ttooert Webb, esquires. 

,b, E riS!l.'‘o _ Thlt . tb -“ ““"t *»? intention of interfering directly or indirectly with 

nmnt f f ?he " ^b," r“«Sd" ? ’ P " b “ “ P™”* ,b ' "“<“»» “ f ™E- 

Resolved, — That Mr. John Bovse, junior, be requested to act as Secretary. 

November "’ atcIlmen and water - bailiffs be placed on the river Shannon, on the first day of 

Resolved — That the proprietors and tenants to the several fisheries at Doonas, be requested to 
open their fisheries to the gentlemen resident in Limerick and its vicinity (for one dav in each week! 
who subscribe One Pound each and upwards, for the purposes of this association. ’ 

■ j l , , our secreta, 7 b e directed to get the resolutions now agreed upon, printed and 
circulated through the post-offices and by placards. " * 

- our secretary be directed to write to the several sub-inspectors of police, in the 

vicinity 01 the Shannon and its tributaries, to aid our watchmen in the preservation of the rivers. 

Resolved, I hat our secretary do call the nest meeting for Saturday the 25th instant. 

John J. Fitzgerald, Chairman. 

John Boyse, jun., Secretary. 

Appointment of Water-Bailiffs under the Shannon Fishery Association 

To 

You are .hereby authorized and empowered to act as a Bailiff on the River Shannon for tl.P v„ u , • , 

Ee“ffoSo°w “ ni *• rappvmriou of ell illegal and improper f shing, and your duties mmfo>\4ffbaffi® 

V„„ „ "i . j » , , under the Shannon 

You are to be watchful and cautious on your respective posts or boats. If you perceive anv one Fishery Association. 
M.mg with any rod, net, loop, gaff, lyster, light, I.nthomf stroke-all, oross-linJ, J ™ o r o ”«? 
device, you are forthwith to find out his name and address, and report the same to tbe secretary or in 
Ins absence, to one of the committee ; you are to take his directions as to what you are todo’in 
consequence. If you should happen not to know the name of the person so offending you are 
immediately to seize upon his boat tools, and instruments for the destruction of the fish, and to seize 
upon the person or persons who shall be so fishing, and bring them before some neighbouring Justice 
ox the peace, to be dealt with according to law. ° a 

Whenever you require instructions, you are to call upon the secretary, who will, at all times be 
ready and willing to afford you the same. 

Yon are, upon all occasions, when you require it, to call upon the watchmen and bailiffs appointed 
on the river by the Shannon Commissioners, who have directed them to help, aid, and assist you • and 
you are in like manner, at all times, to help, aid, and assist them, whenever they shall call upon you. 

You are, at all times, to have those instructions about you, and to produce them when called upon’ 
and to show them as your authority to all offenders, always recollecting that your conduct will be most 
narrowly watched, and the least misconduct committed by you, or violation of the oath you have taken 
will be visited with immediate withdrawal of this deputation, and your consequent dismissal from 
employment. 



1840. 



— , Secretary. 



Evidence taken before J. Redmond Barry, Esq., at Ballyshannon, County Donegal, 
on Friday, December 19, 1845. 

Subject of Inquiry — The Fisheries of the Coast, from Mullaghmore and Hugh 
Island in the County of Sligo, to Teelin Head, County of Donegal, including 
the Bay of Donegal, the Rivers Erne, Bundrowes, Roogagh, Ease, Inver, Bun- 
laghy, Corker, Bungosteen, Ballydoo, and Glen River, and all their Tribu- 
taries, and the Fisheries of all other Rivers terminating on the line of Coast 

BETWEEN THE ABOVE STATED LIMITS. 



The Bundrowes. 

Mr. Patrick Cassidy, sworn.— Is the present lessee of the Bundrowes fishery which 
lias been held by his family perhaps eighty years. He has been employed about tliis river 



The Bundrowes. 
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a long time, and is perfectly acquainted with all its circumstances. Colonel White and 
Colonel Dixon are the proprietors of the river, and he holds by lease under them. The 
Bundrowes is a good spawning river ; it takes its rise in Lough Melvin ; and its spawning 
tributaries are the Glen and the Ballaghmeehan. Witness attends to the lower part of it. 
There are water-bailiffs kept upon it, and it has always been pretty well protected. This 
river is fished both by a weir and nets. A change has been made in the weir since the 
late Act ; the bars have been made perpendicular, and every thing that the law requires 
lias been complied with. The weekly Close Time has been observed at the weir as far as 
it was possible, but sometimes the floods were so high that the gates could not bo opened. 
Spawning commences in this river about the middle of November; the greatest quantity 
of spawning takes place in December; it continues till February in the upper waters, but 
it is now nearly over in the lower parts. A change is first observed in the appearance and 
condition of the fish at the latter end of August. The Salmon which are taken coming in 
fresh from the sea are good at that time; but the pea of the fish is getting large in 
August, and those fish that have been in the fresh water any little time are becoming dis- 
coloured. Some of the spents, or “ Keeves,” as they are called here, are going down to 
the sea even now, the number which go down in January and February is small ; the greatest 
quantity return to the salt water in March and April ; the Salmon which spawn in the higher 
rivers do not come down till April or May. The descent of the Fry commences at the latter 
end of March ; the greatest quantity go clown in April, and they are all out of the river at 
the latter end of May. The fishery on the whole has been latterly improving ; the gross 
quantity taken now is greater than it used to be formerly. He fishes with draught nets 
near the mouth of the river, and in a place where others are prevented in consequence of 
there being a “ several fishery” claimed by his lessors. They themselves have fixed a 
mouth, and do not allow others to fish within half a mile of it, and that resti-iction has 
increased the quantity of fish taken generally ; the increase, however, has been greater in 
the net than in the weir fishery. He fishes with the nets and weir at the same time. They 
carry on the net fishery from the weir to a quarter of a mile outside. There had been 
a great many Eel weirs on the river between the lake and the mouth, but they have been 
all removed; and there is no natural impediment impassible to the fish, between the lake 
and the sea. The following is an accurate return of the quantity of fish taken in his fishery 
dming the last three years : — J 



Season. 



1843. 


1844. 


1845. 


1 Months. 


Weight cf Salmon. 


Weight of Salmon. 


W eight of Salmon . 


February, 


lbs. 


lbs. 




106 


96 




March, 


4-10 


244 




April, 


672 


611 




May, 


708 


1,293 




June, 


8.633 


11,857 


8,284 


July, 


9,130 


9,303 


11,328 


August, 


1,117 


463 


1,038 




20,800 


23,867 


21,946 



Witness has made no formal application for a change of season; he has, however, 
natureiy considered the subject; and is convinced that the best Open Season for the- 
Eundrowes would be from the 1st January to the 20th August. A great many bad fish 
would not be taken in January and February ; he has been in the habit of talcing from one 
lundred weight to two hunched weight of fish in January ; the entire of this was prime fish 
coming up from the sea. He would catch some but a very small portion of “ Keeves” and 
going up to spawn. Considering the small portion of fish taken in January, it would 
not oe advantageous to throw open all the river and its tributaries to every mode of fishing., 
lie considers that the same season should not extend to the different modes of fishing ; but, 
mm™ m rfi e r eces 1^ tlie lst Februar 7 ■would, in his opinion, be the proper time to 
Witness gave evidence before the Fishery Commission in 1836 ; he did 
fiskng sbouId commence on the 12th May and end the 12th August. Is 
1 +1 , a e persons interested in the river Erne are satisfied with the present season, 

■ a, very great inconvenience would arise from having a different Close Time in 
In fill, SfStR n T' odier; but be would sustain a great loss by not - being allowed 
rfiJr V S V ? da y s of February. The quantity of fish usually taken by him between 
i,„,™ 1 1 th February was between one hundred and two hundred weight ; the total 
kmSw sustain by not being allowed to fish on the lst January, would bo from three 
p arlv 9 T° 0U1 hundred weight of fish. Not many of tho spent fish would take a fly so 
' From Carricknarone' on the west, to Lackoodee on the east side, are the 

^ y, “ jmes should be drawn to form the mouth of the Bundrowes river ; this he 
resfrn- ■, „ e babl * °* considering the mouth ; and all others, except himself, have been 
thrtri r T fisbnj h Wltl f 1 half a mile below these points. He considers it desirable 
augbtas T eU as bag nets of others should he restrained from fishing within a 
01 thG mouth J ust alluded to-; because by fishing so near as half a mile, they catch 
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«?*» pretty sure Ammo, Ka. ... 

Xte7“ s*mS' 4S ° f “* eXOep * ta «*■»* s ‘°™- “hit parfoF^rim'fc Sot T '« 

w— 

“V°, “to °S cr“oL toi ToSe L °" 8l ‘ "“*• 

tkl few ’” The bTSESS 06 . ° f 1?S ™” s mi ,' roundi .”S “o teocdmg fish, greatly injure 

fch al I°tlTeS “ "f «*, 2, “tLre 7 a ‘ lo°M P S^™S toTtafrarttL^r^’ rfftS ”* *W "* ~ 

constantly engaged during the Close Season; he gets £3 'a-yea/for htas^iU kh the 

fhe Tst Feb™ Mr rU^Sf 7 **” ^ ed to ,^ "’ith rod and line and nets from 
„ 1 ® b “ ia1 ^’ "?• Cassidy is the person who would be most injured. 

John Lamcart Lees, esq., sworn Is chief water-bailiff tn fV,ln™Al v\n,;+„ „„ 

Bundrowes fishery; Colonel White take, a £L’ feST to Seotn^lLSyS- " lj “ n - 
C ° mI,0Se ?, ° f ‘“Shteen gentlemen has been formed, and fends raised 
amply sufficient to secure .the preservation of the river and its tributaries. In this 

5d by “ch if 8 St 11 P‘7 stra ‘ e5 ;,“ d * d « lieutenants ; the annual subscription 
paid by each is ±1 , but whatever farther sum may be required is always supplied. There 
d h cSS 1 ‘““P® 80 ” 8 employed m protecting during the ylar; and attofeaon 1 F pai-ticuki-ly 
Stemled to iho P res W atl ° n ° f tl18 spawning fish. During the last seven yLs he hi 
SwFbFaFv heW^a g ' Tte „ nv “ “ f "li »f «» epon the scours ; in fact he never s F u„i„g. 

saw eo rnarn before thus year. Spawning commences at the latter end of November : he 
saw between four and five dozen of breeding fish on the scours last Saturday. The latest 
tS' T»™1? 3 Seen f,S i 1 Z th f, scoll f s was * he middle of January. The spawning grounds of 
the Bunch owes are better than those of the tributaries. The spents descend to the so-, aw-h™ 

J°™ are ™ dd J C - °f cJl *?, tlie midlile of ' A P ril - In F ebruary the spents are so weak that 

!,p!L- 7} V+! h<? m, l ] -f ream - and m that month the aid of the water-keepers is 

necessary to hft them out of the shoals and put them into the deep water. The mill weir 
Z 5* Bundrowes is no impediment to the passage of the fish. The Fry begin to go down 
the first doods a f ter time sweep all down to the sea. He 
v n Z Febr " ar y ™>uM not he too early to allow Mr. Cassidy to commence 
fishing; Mr. Cassidy would make the third of his rent if he got such permission: but it 
intuit!? 0 Ha 6 - prudbnt 1 to . keep the Close Season as it is in reference to the general Season, 
mterests. He is particulariy desiroiis that the Commissioners would prohibit crossline Cross line fishing 
fishing on Lough Melvin. It is a cruel practice, by which many fish arc wounded that are S r "' 

; and it is not pursued by any but pretended gentlemen, and by poachers who S 
sell the fish. The reason why the cross lme is used in the lake is because the word “ lake” 
is omitted m the seventieth Section... This defect could be remedied by the Commis- 
sioners issuing a bye-law prohibiting cross Hue fishing in Lough Melvin. Where the cross 
lme fishery is pursued, is about the confluence of two spawning rivers with the lake. A 
species of fish called Pollen” or fresh water Herring frequent Lough Melvin ; they are a Pollen, 
great source of food to the poor; hut m consequence of the Close Season at present fixed, 
they are almost entirely lost They do not begin to run till the latter end of October ; and 
he considers the PoUen fishery so important, that a bye-law should be made to enable 
persons to take this fish from the 1st November or middle of October, to the 1st January. Season 
buch a permission could haye no injurious effect upon the Salmon fishery; for it is 
mrpossible that a Salmon could be taken in a Pollen net. The mesh of this net is one 
mch from knot to knot, and made of very thin thread, so that a Salmon could not get 
into it, orff he did, he would tern- it to pieces. The species of Trout called Buddagh also Trout. ' 
frequent Lough Melvin ; they do not run till very late ; and he would, therefore, extend 
e Trout season, for angling only, to the 1st November. There is no prevention to any Absence of restric- 
one either rich or poor to fish in the lake, although it is protected at great expense. The tion - 
anglers are the best protectors of a fishery ; and he never did, nor never will, prevent a 
person from angling in the Bundrowes. 

Z 2 
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Cross line fishing. 



Amendment of the 
Act. 



Robert St. George Johnstone, esq., sworn — .Witness 'is particularly fond of fishing; and 
has attended to the natural history of the Salmon. He has read the works of Shaw and 
Scrope upon the subject ; and his own observations, coupled with their reasoning, have led 
him to the opinion that the Jenkin is identical with the Parr or young Salmon. When his 
attention was first drawn to the subject by a book of Poulett Scrope’s which he read, he 
took some Salmon Fry, and having rubbed off the scales, he found distinctly appearing 
underneath, the bars which are the distinguishing mark of the Jenkin. He never caught 
a Jenkin where Salmon did not frequent, and always where they did. In the early part of 
the year they catch very small Jenkin, and at the latter pail; they are found of a very good 
size ; he has never caught Jenkin with pea, but he has taken them with well developed milt. 
They have succeeded in preventing the destruction of the Jenkin. The hulk of the fish 
spawn at this time of the year, and in case of floods he has heard of the breeding fish being 
up in the higher parts of the river in September. He agrees with Mr. Lees that spawning 
commences in November. Witness has hooked fish in the middle of April, which, in his 
opinion, had not spawned; hut this happened but very seldom. Taking it for granted that 
there must he the same Close Season for Lough Melvin and the Bundrowes, he considers it 
desirable to keep the Close Season as it is. He appreciates the facility of convicting for 
breaches of the law which is produced by a uniformity of season. The Trout are as good 
at the end of November as at any previous time, and as there is a separate season for 
Salmon and Trout, he considers that the Trout Season should he extended for angling only. 
Since the protective association was formed there is a much more improved system of 
protection carried on than previously existed ; and the difficulty attending the preservation 
of the fish alluded to by the water-bailiff M'Nulty, is not now so great. He considers that 
all fixed engines should be taxed for the protection of the fisheries ; he would confine the 
taxation to those who fish in the sea, because at present they never contribute towards 
protecting. There is a net fishery outside the Bundrowes, and Mr. Cassidy fisheB inside 
with nets by virtue of the “ several fishery” claimed by the lessors. The nets used outside 
are, he believes, of the legal mesh, and those who use them, fish professedly for Salmon. 
He is not aware that any persons fish for Salmon under pretence of taking White fish. The 
practice of cross-line fishing is most injurious to the fishing of the lake. It is pursued at a 
place where the lake is only about two miles in breadth, and at the junction of two spawning 
rivers, the Glen and the Ballaghmeehan, with the lake. In his opinion the proprietors who 
wish to prevent cross line fishing within the limits of their property should have a summary 
method of doing so. Witness considers that in the 114th Sect, of the 5th and 6th Vic., 
c. 1 06, the words “ usque ad medium, filum aquae” should be added after the words “ within 
the bounds and limits of the said lands “ usque ad medium filum aquae” means that place 
where, supposing two proprietors to have land on either side of a stream or lake, a line 
from their respective properties would meet ; and with regard to the penalty in the same 
Section, the owner of the “ several fishery” should have the power to proceed by summary 
method before the magistrates at Petty Sessions. At the end of the Section he would add 
the words : “ and in case any person shall trespass thereon without the consent in writing 
of the proprietor, he shall forfeit a sum not exceeding £2, to be recovered and levied as 
former penalties under this Act.” 



The Ease. 

The Eask. . Mr. Adair, the representative of Lord Arran, stated that the fishery of this river had 
diminished one-third since the bag net fishery commenced outside. These nets are placed 
in the legal position, and he believes they are so placed with the permission of the owners 
of the land. The bag net fishery usually stopped about the middle of September. 



The Inner. 
Several fishery. 



Spawning. 
Fishing time. 



Fry. 



The Inver. 

James Beime, sworn. — Is acquainted with this river from its source to the sea ; it is 
between seven and eight miles in length, and branches into two arms. This river is claimed 
as a “ several fishery’’ by the Rev. Alexander Montgomery : there are no smaller rivers 
upon it : it was formerly very good for spawning, hut the bag nets have latterly prevented 
the run of the spawning fish till late in the season. There are a great many bag nets 
legally placed, and used by authorized persons outside this river. He has heard of breaches 
of the weekly Close Time in some of these nets, but he has not known this of his own 
knowledge. He has been looking after this river since he was of an age to do so. 
Spawning commences very late in November; the great bulk takes place at the close of 
December, but he cannot exactly say at what period it ceases. He has seen spawning up 
to the 1st February, but not in any quantity. Before the late Act they always commenced 
fishing in April : there is no early fishing in the Inver : last year they began in May. They 
used to continue' fishing, formerly, up to the 1st October, but this depended upon the 
weather : he never fished beyond that time. There are no fish in this river except in time 
of floods. He fishes both in the higher and lower parts ; has examined the fish taken in 
September; they are then very good, but a few of them are not so well coloured as the, 
rest. There is no weir on the Inver, nor any impediment to the upward progress of the 
fish. He took no fish last year until June, and only nine in that month. The Fry go 
down to the sea in March, April, and the early part of May ; they are all pretty well down 
at that time. The bulk of the fish are in a very good state up to the end of September. 
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two years'™” ^ ^ r0U °^ return ^ ie 1 «antity of fish taken in the Inver daring the last 



753 lbs. 2,185 lbs. £39 ISs. 5<L 1,242 lbs. 1,10(1 lbs. £27 10*. Id. 

Expenses from November, 1843, to November, 1S44, £37 15*. 

Hugh Scott, esq., sworn. — Has been lessee of the Inver these two years past. The 
return handed m by James Beirae is correct, and contains all the fish taken, with the 
exception of some which were given in presents. This river formerly yielded £100 a year 
but the value of the produce has now dwindled down to between £30 and £40. "This 
decrease is attributable to the bag net fishing outside. The coast guard in this locality 
have taken no trouble to prevent breaches of the weekly Close Time by the bag nets. If 
the Close Season were observed in them, it would allow a considerable time for fish to pass 
up the river ; because, when the bag nets are taken in there would be often, perhaps, three 
or tour days before they could be put down again. The Inver fishery docs not, at present 
pay the expenses. He wishes that the Open Season should be extended to 12th September 
and considers that it would not be advantageous to fish beyond that time. 



The Erne or Ballyshannon Fishery. 

J/r. Thomas Lipsett, sworn. — Witness has the management of the Ballyshannon fishery 
under the Misses Sheil, who hold under Colonel Connolly, at a yearly rent of £1,200. He 
has had the management of the protection these twenty years, and 'the general nianage- 
ment of the fishery during the last ten or twelve years. He has attended to the question 
ot beason. I 11 tins fishery the Open or Fishing Time should not be extended bevond the 
period at present fixed, and it should not commence till the 20th March or the 1st of April. 
They have not been able to get good fish in the Erne before the 20th March, and from the 
12t “ °f August the fish begin to get discoloured. It would, he is convinced, be injurious 
to the fishery to fish after the 20th August ; in truth, the 12th August would be a better 
stopping time, but rather than embarrass the Commissioners in their decision, lie would 
fix the 20th as the very latest time. Between the 12th February and the 1st March they 
scarcely get any season fish, but, on the contrary, a great number of spents, which are of 
no possible use. The spents when taken in nets can be let go without any possible injury ; 
this is quite practicable, at all events, in such water as they fish in. The principal spawn- 
ing tributaries on the north side of Lough Erne, from which the river Erne flows, are the 
Garvery, the Letter, the Belault, the Pettigoe, the Banragh, the Kosh, the Ballycassidy, 
and. the Maguire’s Bridge ; and on the south side the Ballyconnell, Stragowna, the Arney 
Bridge, and the Sillus. There is a river flowing from Lough Gowna, in Longford, and 
another coming from Bailieborough, which meet near Belturbet, and flow into the head of 
the lake. The river Sillus is not preserved, but all the others are. The whole expense 
of protection is thrown upon the lessees of the fishery ; they get co-operation from some 
gentleman by the exercise of their influence in preventing the destruction of the fish, bub 
there is no organised system of co-operation, nor do the parties who fish hi the sea give 
any assistance whatever towards protecting. The upper gentlemen complain that they 
have no interest in protection ; and, in fact, as far as his experience enables him to judge, 
the fish are unfit to die taken when they reach the higher waters. The female fish always 
go off after depositing the spawn, but the male linger a longer time in the river. The 
Close Season which he proposed applies only to the Ballyshannon fishery, but he is aware 
that Mr. Cassidy would be benefited by being allowed to fish early. Witness is of opinion 
that, in a great measure, the fish resort their own particular river ; they very rarely catch 
the Bundrowes Salmon in the Erne. He has frequently seen the fish on the spawning beds. 
He does not think that spawning begins till the 20th November ; the greatest quantity is 
at Christmas, and the last which he observed was about the 12th January. The Fry go 
down to the sea about the middle of April, and from that time to the end of May ; the 
great bulk go down iu the latter month, and some few are in the river in June. The Fry 
are carried away -with more rapidity from the upper than from the lower part of the river. 
There are two or three bag nets at Mullaghmore, three or four from the north side of Bal- 
lyshannon Bar to White Strand, three at Kildoney, two at the Corker, two or three at the 
lower part of Colonel Conolly’s property, and a great many round St. John’s Point. There 
are from eighty to a hundred tons of Salmon taken yearly hi the bag nets between Teelin 
Head, county Donegal, and Mullaghmore, county Sligo. The quantity taken by the bag 
nets this year did not exceed, if it equalled, the produce of the year before. In 1845, the 
restriction in reference to the necessity of fixing the bag nets one mile distant from the 
river, had an effect injurious to the take in the bag net fishery. The bag nets have been 
set at the legal distance from the river by the owners themselves, without any threats or 
prosecutions ; but draught nets were used within the prohibited limits, and the parties 
offending were prosecuted and convicted. The bar of Ballyshannon, between the north 
and south rock, is, and has always been, recognised as the mouth of the river Erne. One 
of these rocks is on Kildoney, the other on the Finar shore. The “ Patch” is within the 
mouth ; the tide rises there about ten feet ; the Patch has been deepened by the works 
carried on by Colonel Conolly. At high water there are now twelve or thirteen feet of 
water upon it since the improvement, and a much larger class of vessels can come over 
the bar now than before. They have had an uniform average fishing in the Erne for the 
last ten years ; the fishery has not been diminishing, nor has the take been affected by the 
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ArrEKPix, No. II. bag nets so much as they apprehended. They have had no reason to complain of want of 

The Erne and Bally - a ? a if t “ ic ® °“ * e l )art of the P ublic authorities in enforcing the law. The police regularly 
shannon Fisher,/. 718111 the Ballyshannon weir to see that the law is observed there, and he has invited them 

to do so. The waterfall at Ballyshannon, which is of very great extent, is the " Queen’s 

share” of the weir. Indiscriminate angling is prohibited upon three miles of the river 
but no one is prevented from fishing except such persons as pretend to have a right to do 
so in opposition to the rights of the lessees. 

Eel fishery. William Friburn, sworn. — Lives at Ballyhadoy, near Lough Erne and Belleek • and is 

in the habit of fishing for Eels. The present Close Season for the Eel fishery— although 
it has been observed by him— is not at all suited. He could catch good Eels, ‘but in small 
quantities, in June, and sometimes after. The season should, therefore, be extended 
through June. He has not seen a single Salmon Fry taken in the Eel nets during thps<» 
seven yearn. * 

Terence Connigle, sworn. — Witness fishes an Eel wen at the Ballyshannon side of Bel- 
leek, and has been fishing there these twelve years. He has observed the present Close 
■Season. He has frequently caught Salmon Fry in the Eel weir in June ; and if that month 
were made a part of the Open Season for the Eel fishery it would make great encroachments 
on the Fry, and would be therefore dangerous. 

The Rev. George N. Tredennick, sworn.— Witness noshed to bear testimony to the salu- 
tary operation of the Fishery Act, and to the assistance received from the constabulary in 
the preservation of peace and good order. He also begged to call the attention of the 
Commissioners to the great want of landing places on that part of the coast ; and stated 
that there was a small bay, called Bonnatruhan, where a good pier could be made with 
very little expense. 

The Memorial of Alicia Sheil to the Commissioners. 

To the Honourable the Board of Commissioners of Fisheries, Ireland. 

The Memorial of Alicia Sheil Ballyshannon, County Donegal, Lessee of the Erne Fishery, 
Humbly sbeweth,— Having heard your Honours intend to establish an extension of the Open Season 
to the month of September for Salmon fishing, she deems it her duty respectfully to implore that a re°- 
so lrl .] uriQias to her interest, and that of her family, may not he adopted too hastily. Leaving aside 
the private interest of a family totally dependent on the uncertainties of winds and tides— guiding a 

X t! fV,n Ce n S ’w r ’ ^° eS n . ot . a PP ear ^ J ou1 ' Memorialist that any possible good fan 

aiise to the nublie by the lengthening of the Open Season of the Erne Salmon fishery. The con- 

tlTl^'h of A 1 m I T- d ^ ,aSe ? tHe Salm01 l at Ballyshannon for several years, refuses to take them after 
the 1 2th of August m each year, notwithstanding the facilities for bringing them to market on the 

mmimdlTlin if UnS ^T"* beCtt ^ e are changing tlifn in colour and appearance, 

unmai LeUble foi the most part ; also, because the fish in that state ought to he preservrcl for a future 
stock rather than destroyed. And again, that the quantity are so f!w in numbfrfompamtivefv^t 
would not be worth the expense of keeping up establishments for their transmission. The fish in Sep- 

- iter^r ^ ? % m,nan f ? od - and there » a » evident destruction to future hopes Sf 

increased stock of good and wholesome food, by not having the fish to inhabit their native fivers 
such a late season. I he late Doctor Sheil, the father of memorialist, had, unfortunatelv to contend 

nml l • 16 ,mddl ?, of September, after which, the protection given to the lake 

JL.' “n W , aS , m03fc ri S ld :. and neither interest or attention spared to secure the fish 



Memorial of Alicia 
Sheil to the Com- 
missioners. 



he law allowed, oven to the middle of 

TSL “ ^ •TV-f’W b “ * our “ ot the was blamed. Tour Memorialist 
KtCS »fA» S us.. in wU a groat «« 

js po. 

mori°£ isXfeot?r.ttUfcd ? ?d 'I “ ihc P”™ 1 sl » te ° f tke law. allow, and by which Mc- 

•and honour ^Lanncf. 1 6 aCC0UntS f ° r dle Iast thirt ? 3' ea '' s > in the most upright 

(Signed,) Alicia Siieil. 



The Owenea and 
Oiventocher. 



Evidence takm hefwe 3. Redmond Barry, £s t „ at Quotes, County Donegal, on 
Saturday, December 20, 1845. 

Subject oi Inquiry.— Tue Salmon and White Fisheries oe the Coast, from Teelin 
X’° T “' So ™ SlDE “ I»luo> of Aran, on the Coast of Donegal, inclu- 
BBNA ™ BAY ! r OT M “ ,B - ^ bODOHROSBEO, LOUGHROSMOEE, GwEEHARRA, ThraW- 
EENAGH, AND MaGHBRY ; THE FISHERIES OF THE RlVERS OWENEA, OiVENTOCKER, AND 

” THE “ “ TEi “ L Tributaries, and all other Riyeks terminate 

on the Coast between the above stated Limits, 

The Owenea and Owentocker. 

, Cm ; dUOte the 0weaea OwoDtocler 
pS throS QlS acquainted with the Owenea ; it rises in Lough Ea, and 

passing through Glenties, dews into Loughros More bay. The river lias two branches to 
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observed the breeders on the spawning beds SnaS ? ° f ^ ^ “£ ]las fre< i u entl v OwMa-. 

November, the great bulk takes place ahnnt oi™ V° T 110 ® m thc eari J* part of “~ 

spawning is about the middle of Jannanr m-V-f C °? e December, and the latest time of V e ' 

protected ; it is twelve mdesl' ^21^3 * ^ Tke , 0 ^ea is not well 

tliat number is quite insufficient for sSh’a length of rii ke P fc on *’ aild 

upon the pobce for assistance ; but lie is aware dv,/ tho Lo have . n0t ’ , as * et ’ caUcti 

Police towards protection ; and he considers simwll l Act ^J e . n the ai(1 of the 

are a great many good spkwning ^an3 a a bene “^. There 

deep holes m which the fish can lie in security TTp Wit, fonsiderabie number of 

fish have been taken off the beds this year. Theory <ro dow!. tWh* ^ * ^ ea *{^y spawning 

fishing time curtailed to the 1st Moreli tlwr, i i r i 7 1 0ldd rather have the early 
Witness has been manager of the* fi&ere these* * Sto ? 0, 1 the ^ August 

the quantity offish taken: the last was* a nrettv moI * 6arSs ku *f as kept 110 account of 
fished offLoughros More two onnosito Tni'J.W? o°°d season. There are two bag nets Bfl S nets. 
Loughros, out! ide the c pd ffmf a e no W Z° f a ’ ld onc at the p5* of 

that and Teelin. There ere foZ , S Z Lo "S ]no * Re S- nor any between 
including those iu Teehn bar 2SS \v <• bet ^.®? Canigan head and KiUybegs, 

He cannot tell the quantity taken in each basnet* 0 ™ Iu Uybegs *o the port in Inver hay. 

Th, “ 

Ardara, and empties itself into Loughros More bay There is T ^ S ’ T* S* 00 # 1 
between the bridge and the sea ahoiit +i„. CQ *' ~ neie .? s a " eir on the Owenea, 
boxes also on the lower part of the Owentocker ^The Owen W** fr ° m Arda f a 5 there are 
than the Owentocker. He fishes with draught nets ?+t! 18 a more productive fishery 
catches a considerable quantity of sea Trout °but the 2w “ h of , the ® e nyers > and 
Trout fishery. The bai neXermen rlTwl 7% & f^° n , 1S more ab “ndant than the 

mm- 

with spears and i • wi d 11 “ ,mt , e “ s "»l *° «» persons on tlie banks of the rivers 

aS?SSi WfttsssfSiTas:^ 

S i • V r- ? of tbe 8 Teat nyiuj wluch is done to the Salmon Frv bv uiirht 

S2 mr t ,T V ies t T crs by ? 0J ’ S ' , There aie no 0yste1 ' bet,s this part of tl Ofitm. 
ba I e aQ y attempts been made at the formation of artificial beds. lie considers 
^ ”> consequence of there being shifting sands 

ZfL, « fo “ M 4“‘' ted mtk th « ««“» Maul ‘o Inisheel. It is very badly lircum- 
™X L “ ‘° ' J 1 ™' There was a pier at Portaoo, opposite Inisheel, but it is now ty„. 
tt« 7 if S reeerection would be a nuttier of gkat importance. Except this, ' 

e h acconnnodatioii or pier nearer than KiUybegs. The entire dcast is 
t|“ ■ H for “ ab y mcll “* sea fishery ; but for want of shelter its entire wealth is lost 
Skrap 1 *™ °°T ?‘° r t 8ll J lla ' y 1 they came 5 “ but °“ e or ‘wo nights this year, and on H.rdaa, 
fliat occasion one boat caught from 1,000 to 2,000 in a night. Ho has heard of coniplaints 

a traivl^+b^ 9111 ® tra whng- He was at St. John's point some time since, and he saw Trawling 
a tiawlei there ; and some fishermen told him that that boat would ran a chance of being ' 
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cut away in the night, in consequence of the injury which was done by trawling to the 
hand-line fishery. The trawl boats in this locality are about fourteen or fifteen tons burden. 
He has not heard of the trawl boats supplying the markets, either at Donegal or Killybegs. 
The best fishing ground for White fish is from Corrigan Head to St. John’s Point, including 
M'Swyne’s Bay. Inishduff Island between Carrigan Head and St. John’s Point, is not 
inhabited ; it is very small, and without any verdure. The place most suited for keeping 
boats for the deep-sea fishery is Killybegs, it being the best harbour, easy of access, and 
possessing superior accommodation. There is a very good Sprat fishery in Inver Bay ; it 
was remarkably good last summer ; it is a valuable fishery, and gives very great assistance 
to the poor. The supply of Herrings and Sprats never exceeds the demand when salt is 
to be had. Latterly they have had an abundance of salt ; it is now 30.v. per ton, but the 
price fluctuates much, according to the supply of fish ; the chief stock of salt is in Dunka- 
neely ‘and Killybegs. The country in this district is quiet and peaceable ; and if strangers 
came here, and formed a fishing establishment, they would meet with no interruption. A 
pier at Portnacross, in Fintra Bay, one mile from Killybegs, would be very serviceable to 
the fisheries of the locality. The west and north-west winds are the most dangerous and 
destructive on this part of the coast. Boats of six tons burden come up to within a quarter 
of a mile of Ardara. The largest vessel he has seen half way up Lougliros More Bay, was 
of twenty-five tons ; but a vessel of 100 tons could come up as far. The fishermen of this 
locality are pretty well provided with boats, but these are of small size. Most of the fish- 
ermen have farms, and they do not fish until the crops are in and out of the ground ; in 
fact they cannot go to the fishing ground except in summer and winter. Those who have 
no laud get employment as labourers during the time they are not fishing. Temperate 
habits are on the increase among the fishermen ; the clergy are very successful in making 
them take the pledge, and they keep it with strict fidelity. Portnoo, on Lord Conyngham’s 
property, is air excellent place for the erection of a pier. The river Bungosteen, which 
nows mto Killybegs Bay, is a very unimportant river ; there are very few S alm on taken in 
it. The Corker or Oily, which rises in a lake half way between Inver and Ardara, and flows 
into M'Swyne’s Bay, at Bruckless, is an important river, and would be very valuable, if 
preserved. It belongs to Mr. Nesbitt, who claims the whole right of fishing upon it, and 
is fished with a weir. There is no trouble taken to protect this river ; there are two water- 
bailifls upon it, but they do not do their duty. It is five miles in length, from the lake to 
the sea, and has a great many excellent spawning beds. The poachers frequently divide 
themselves into two par-ties, one of which throws stones at the water-bailiffs, while the other 
kills the spawning fish. Salmon do not go into the Bunlaghy river. The same season from 
the 1st March to the 1st September, would suit all these rivers. The fish are very good up 
to September. There should be greater restriction to angling in March, April, and part of 
May, because he has known a great quantity of Spents and Fry to be killed by rods at that 
time. None of these rivers are let to anglers, but all gentlemen are allowed to angle when 
they please. There is no poisoning of rivers in this locality. Tire bag nets have been 
increasing in number. He fished two bag uets last season ; they were tolerably productive, 
the gross produce being £53 12s. About £20 is a fair average gross produce of each net 
in the year. Some bag nets are made in this quarter, but those purchased in Scotland are 
the cheapest. The cost of a bag net, including all things necessary, is about £15. Tar is 
generally used for the preservation of the bag nets. The weekly Close Time has been 
generally observed in the bag nets ; they are always put out of fishing order during that 



The Zacagh. 
Rent. 



Mode of fishing. 



Evidence taken before J. Redmond Barry, Esq., at Gweedore, County Donegal, on 
Monday, December 22, 1 845. 

Subject oe Inquiry. — The Salmon and White Fisheries of the whole Coast from 
Rannagh Point, on the South Shore of the Island of Aran, to Fanad Point, 
on the North-West Shore of Lough S willy, both in the County Donegal, 
including the 'Islands of Aran, Rutland, and Tory, and all the Smaller Islands - 
between Maghery Bay and Fanad Point ; the Bays of Ards and Sheephaven ; 
the Rivers Gweedore, Clady, Owencarrow, and Lacagh, and all their Tribu- 
taries, and all other Rivers terminating, on the Coast between the limits 
ABOVE STATED. 

The Lacagh. 

Mr. JohnM‘Bride, sworn. — Witness and George Weir hold the right of fishing on the 
whole ol thm river, under George Yaughan Hart, esq. They have held it since 1836, and 
pay jointly £90 a year rent. The tenure is from year to year. There were formerly stake 
wen-s on the Lacagh, but that is not the case at present ; the river is now fished with a 
box and draught nets. There are two cruives in the box ; it is of very ancient construc- 
tion ; a change has been made in it in accordance with the late Act ; the bars are perpen- 
dicular, and at proper distances. No other person except Mr. Hart is interested in the 
snery ol this river. Witness’s father held this fishery before him, and Mr. Hart always 
claimed the whole right to the river. It is from the source to the sea about thirteen miles 
an a malt m length ; it rises at the head of Glenveagh ; from the mouth at Blackrock to 
Dacagh Bridge it is five miles ; thence to Owencarry Old Bridge about three miles ; thence 
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to the lake about a mile and a half ; and Lough Ycaglx is about four miles in length. The Arranix No II 

boxes are placed about five miles from the mouth of the river, and fifty perches from - 

Laeagh Bridge. This river is pretty well protected ; there are nine or ten water-bailiffs The Laeagh. 
kept upon it: some are Tory well disposed to poach upon it in the Close Season The p • 
streams tributary to the Laeagh, best suited for spawning, are, the Lassansuragh, the r 
Owenacaulagh, the Cutwater, the Colliough, the Glen, and the Cluen. There are no mill 
weirs or natural impediments on these rivers. Witness has observed the operation of Simvnino- 
spawning ; it commences the latter end of October, and the greatest quantity takes place 
about the last week of h oyember and the first of December, except in frosty weather, when 
it may be later. He never knew or heard of any spawning after the 6th January ' The 
descent of file spents liegins m Jammy; the greatest quantity go down in May, aid then s&ntion. 
are . all pretty well away m that month. When there has been great drought at the latter 
end of April he lias been sometimes obliged to have the spents earned over the shallows, 
borne Fry go down in March ; a still greater number in April, and the greatest quantity iii 
May. Before the late Act they generally fished from the 1st January to the end of Filing time. 
August ; they have also sometunes taken fish iu December. Some years thev have caught 
twenty-eight good fish in J anuary. The boxes have been fished only on the flood : there was 
always a space for the spents to pass down, so that none were caught in the boxes. Spents 
have been taken in the draught nets ; not one, however, out of fifty in January and thev 
were always returned to the water. When they fished in December they have taken some 
fish m that month, going up to spawn. One year he fished all through for the purpose of 
experiment, and to prove the fishery ; and whenever they caught a coloured Salmon in 
November or December, it was always put above the weir. Mr. Hart does not own the 
property on both sides of the river, but no one has claimed a right to angle upon it in con- 
sequence of holding land on its borders. The river passes through Lord Leitrim’s estate, 
aucl alongside those of Mr. Irwin and Mr. Barton ; but none of these gentlemen have 
claimed a right to fish ; and, as long as he remembers, it has been the exclusive and several 
fishery of Mr. Hart. Since the late Act lie lias fished from the 12th February to the 20th 
August, and he. considers that they lost a little by not being allowed to fish in January. 

In the whole month of January the most he has ever taken is fifty Salmon. It would he Produce, 
very much the interest of himself and Mr. Hart to bo allowed to fish from the 1st January : 
the spents would not he destroyed by anglers hi that month, for angling docs not com- 
mence so early : March and April are the angling months. He has no great cause to com- 
plain of persons poaching in the Close Season ; the river is well cared : he has not summoned 
or prosecuted any one for illegal fishing these two last seasons. - Witness caught a spent 
fish last year, and marked it on the tail, and in five or six weeks it returned a good sound 
fish. Mr. Hart supplies hut one water-bailiff, Owen Gallagher. 

Owen Gallagher, sworn.— Is a water-bailiff on the Laeagh, and employed by Mr. Hart 
the whole year round. . He is acquainted with the river twenty-nine years, and has 
cared it during the entire of that time. He has seen the fish rooding ; never saw them Spawning, 
rood in any quantity before the 20tli November; the greatest quantity rood from the loth 
to the 22nd December, and the last time he has seeu the fish on the beds was the 5th or 
6th January. Witness has watched the movements of the Salmon after having deposited Fry. 
the spawn, and where a ford was dry he has sometimes turned in the water and dug up 
the spawn.. He found the fish perfectly shaped, but cannot say what interval had elapsed 
from the time the eggs were deposited. He thinks the young fish go down about three 
months after they are spawned. The Fry run down from the end of March to May ; they 
may, perhaps, come down before March, hut he cannot observe them before in consequence 
of the floods. The fish spawned in November come back as Peal in the May following, 
and are then from three pounds to four pounds weight. He has frequently seen the 
Gravelling or Jenldn, and considers that it is a small kind of Trout, and not of the Salmon Gravelling, 
species ; he has not heard of any experiments having been made for the purpose of testing 
the species of the Gravelling. The spents return to the sea from the 1st February to the Spews. 

14th May; the greatest quantity go down at the end of April or in May, according to the 
state of the water. When they fished in December they caught in that month, and in 
January, prime fish fit for any market in England or Ireland, and took very few bad ones 
along with them. The fish which spawn in January are those which went up the river the 
beginning of the preceding November. The breeding fish go up all through the year ; in 
fact all the fish going up are going to spawn. Those which ascend the river in January 
do not spawn till the following November. The Laeagh is a good spawning river ; the 
principal spawning takes place in it, and the Colliough is the best spawning tributary. 

Mr. George Weir, sworn. — Is joiut farmer of the Laeagh fishery with John M'Bridc, 

The following is a correct return of .the quantity of fish taken from 1836 to 1S45 : — Produce. 



January, 
February, 
March, 
April, - 
May, 
June, - 
Jdj, - 
August, 



2S 

10 

36 



423 

29 



January, 

February, 

March and April, 
May, - 

July, - 
August, 
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The Lacagh. 



1838. 



Salmon. 



January, 


. 


14 


February and March, - 


_ 


34 


April, - 


_ 


45 


May, - 


. 


137 


June, - 


_ 


934 


July, - 


. 


389 


August, 


- 


7 


Total, 


- 


1,560 


1839. 


January, 


_ 


28 


February, 


_ 


23 


March, 


_ 


46 


April, - 


■ 


63 


May, - 


_ 


32 


June, ... 


_ 


224 


July, 


. 


334 


August, 


" 


59 


Total, 


- 


809 


1840. 


January, 


_ 


5 


February, 


_ 


6 


March, 


- 


23 


April, - 




85 


May, - 


_ 


79 


June, - - 

July, - _ 


_ 


592 


_ 


284 


August, 




88 


Total, 


- 


1,162 


1841. 


January, - - 


_ 


11 


February, 




21 


March, 


_ 


66 


April, - 


. 


59 


May, - - - 


_ 


65 


June, - 


_ 


180 


July, - ... 




369 


August, • - 


- 


107 


Total, 


- 


898 



January, 
February, 
March, 
April, - 
May, - 
June, - 
July, - 
August, 



Snlmor 

14 

31 

13 

41 

47 

583 

648 

220 



Total, 



January, 
February, 
March, 
April, - 
May, - 
June, - 
July, 
August, 



1 19 
104 



250' 

414 



Total, 


- 1,022 


1844. 

January and February, 
March, 

April, - 
May, - 
June, - 
July, - 


42 

42 

58 

90 

- 378 

- 488 


Total, 


- 1,098 


1845. 

January and February, 
March, 

April, - 
May, - 
June, - 
July, - 
August, 


22 

34 

47 

61 

- 498 

228 
28 


Total, 


- 918 



Prices. 



Season. 



pence per pound was the former price of fish in January, but latterly Is. per pomu 
is the price of the earliest fish. The West price is in July, when it is i\d. per pound 
The general average weight of the Salmon is about seven pounds. Witness sells his fisl 
m Rathmelton ; it is taken from him at the fishing house tW The SeLT 

tL“ TO wodd h?SS .? na ^ ° f g00<1 “ ld alIow a anSicient quantity up to stool 
the S S if' ? 1 ■ dantm7 *,? the 12411 A ngust. The quantity taken during 

the tist fortnight m January is yery small, so that it would make very little difference 
whether the season commenced on the 1st or 15th of that month, “ 



Ballgness Fishery. 

Mode of fishing. 
Pishing time. 



Obstruction. 



Protection. 



Ballyness Fishery. 

JVybrantsOlplwrt^ esq., sworn. — Is proprietor of this fishery : it is an estuary fishery 
taess Bay *°Ti?e’ Tut? w'V? ™ d A 1 ® Gortahaul, tor.ninati.7g in bJ 

g «°i eg,y - flo ' VS . from AItel “ L>]l0 1 a0 re is no fishery in it or th. 
SuK nor is tfZF T Wlti dra ” git nete ; *•“>"> ^ ™ nag nets 0 , 

no leie of h The B l? 7 h “ fl * cr J * ore own. He fishes it himself, and ha 

August 6 Jab Whe h ^f leSS S aI S e ““li 14 is Said the 1st Juno to the 20tl 
holds this fislmrv 1 m T"*.! ? B doeB ? ot d<3Blre c-'-tension of the season. Hi 
and as far as wprrjl Jj 7 tl ° m ?“. Crown; tie ha s always preserved the tributary rivers 
riveiTcloes noJhS, e ™ ed “ ™lus.ye right of fishing, but the land along flu 
Salmondo not go S' .ft 1 T \T ” . M nct ““T 1,1 fte lako ° 4 ujrper waters! flu 
i ,1 . U P 40 411,3 klce : ‘here is a natural impediment upon the river whicl 
p a rt7 , feet “ h ^ U - “ 4 ^ papSdWkr 
He ZtmS S tteroots. and make a passage for the fish, but didnot succeed, 
ft a mfi ^ sense 77^-, by ’'Hi* • C ° l,!d be made O'" 04 all J obstruction 

reach the kke if, the n Tie „ fcller J 1 " raM be amarmgly improved if the Salmon could 
spedes of boon uFt 1 \°h ? S 2“T ? erB011 ? g0 tie riTerB aad catch the fish with a 
m me riler Lww ^ « Ft 6d S° “ loIls iandIe ' Wit ™ ^ ‘hree water-baildffi 
they nrSIS’- hf ° n 4116 ° 4hor ' . ih «« ”>cnhve along the banks of the rivers which 
they protect, he pays some 30s„ and others £l a year, for. protecting, Ho sells the 
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|nch 2 the seaS,"' 11 TheaveS°" -ViTl 400 » A™—*. *>. II. 

of water sets i^ni T” \ ta • ™7 *"»W current 

s& «t pji” ns &»*£*? \° t " ki - 

SE5^SL5tSS£i 

«d witness is wiLg to “ - » “ condition, 

The Buxjnver. 

acquainted with the Buninver, which is connected Si-lrS 1 , Ue , “ well 

c^s«riSSES 

The Clady. 

part of Lord George Hill requested that no alteration be made. 7 tfa Season. 

Edward and James Gallagher, examined— Witnesses are joint lessees of the Cladv 
nyer under John Austin esq., and Lord George Hill. They hold Lord Si? part SoS 

laad ’ an 4 P a ^ hun 1 / 70 . a-year for land and fishery ; the land is not worth more thaf Rent 
ifrdd 7 l 1 Th % P a - y Austin £6 16s. 3 d. a-year for the part of the fishery which they 
hold under lease from him. Mr. Austin’s property, called Knocastoler, is on the south s de 
-of the river, and according to a map executed 1S04, is of the following extent :— d 

Avable Land, . . . . • 39 0 0 

Pasture, Moor, RocI;, and Lakes, . . 391 a gs 

Strand,. . . . . , 4 2 10 

Half River adjoiniuo:, . . o o n n • i 

° • 4 * 0 Cunningham measure. 

Witnesses have the fishery of Lake Nacuug as far as Dunlewv Thev i- 0 »n +v ^ 
water-bailifli on the river, and pay them£l3 10s. for their services^' ThevLll tl?ei^M,““ ? 

Rathmelton. The fishing commences in May and ends the 12th August 7 Tnlv ,- 0 +i S u 
month ; they often 3 sirty in .haul in tL tuS, iwo^tta^hS 

in a tide. They tried the bag net there last year, but the mesh was too largo for successful 
fishing. The present season is quite suitable for this fishery. When an odd fish comS 
before May, they use a httle landing net for the purpose of taking him. They give 
peiinission to gentlemen to angle on this river. Spawning begins In November^ g +hp m,w* 
greatest quanrity take, place from the 12th to the loth November, audit is a II over at (ht 
end of December. The apents begin to descend at the end of December or the beginning 
of January and they are all down m May. Tho descent of the Pry commences iS May? 
the greatest number go down at the end of May and the beginning of June 2d 
they are all ont of Che river at the end of the latter month. D?nlewf. Crnn and the 
nmm river are the best for spawning. The Clady is a good Trout riw, but they have 
not taken that fish latterly m consequence of the siae of the mesh. There is no fishiim 
wuh lights on this river since they received the aid of the police in protection ; tho parish 
pnest also lectures the people upon the impropriety of killing the breeding fish The 

2 A 2 
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Mesh. 

Tory Island. 

Fishing gear. 

Gola Island. 

Pier. 



Letter from George 
Vaughan Hart, esq., 
to J.Redmond Barry, 
esq. 
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meslx fixed by tlic eiglitb and ninth Victoria, of one and three quarter inches from knot to 
knot, is quite suitable. An extension of the pier at B unbeg is very desirable, and the stones 
necessary for such a purpose are very convenient. A considerable trade of kelp, for making 
iodine and muriates, is carried on between Bunbeg and Glasgow. Kelp is now more than 
£8 per ton ; from 30s. to £3 per ton is the lowest that they have known to be given for it, 
and that was about three years ago. There is great competition in that trade. Witnesses 
know Toiy Island, there is a great fish bank there ; and if a shelter harbour were erected 
upon it, the fishery would become of great importance. Sailing smacks from twenty-five 
to thirty tons burden are the best suited for fishing on this coast. Long and hand lines 
are the best fishing gear ; there is plenty of Flukes, Eels, Muscles, and Lugs to be had for 
bait for the deep sea fishery. The place most favourable for a shelter harbour in this 
locality is Gola Island ; it contains 429a. 3r. 7p., and has from 200 to 300 inhabitants. It 
is only a mile from the shore, is well sheltered from the westward, and there is capital 
anchorage between the island and the shore. The best shelter is on the Gola side ; the 
stones are plenty, and a harbour could be constructed with little expense. The island is 
the property of Lord Hill ; and there are plenty of creeks in it. Trawling for bait used to 
be carried on in this locality about .thirty years ago. They had no Herrings the last season; 
the weather was too stormy, and they were afraid to venture out to sea, although they knew 
that there was an abundance of Herrings in the water. 



Letter from George Vaughan Hart, Esq., to J. Redmond Barry, Esq., in reference to 
the Lackagh Fishery. 

Kilderry, December 19, 1845. 

Sin, — In consequence of an advertisement in the Derry papers, I take the liberty of giving you in 
writing, what information I can relative to the “ Lackagh Fishery,” now in the possession of my 
family. It includes Lough Glenveagh and Glen Lough, the Owen-Carrig and Lackagh rivers, 
with their tributaries, and extends to the outside of the late William Wray’s property of Ards, 
including Ranasligie, now in the possession of Mr. Stewart. 

I find by an old memorandum that in about the year 1783, at which time, in all probability, the 
fishery was still more imperfectly managed than it is at present, the following note : — 

“This season the Salmon which have been sold before the 1st of August, or about that time, 
produced at one penny per pound, £33 ; when the greatest number of large Winter fish were not able 
to get out of Glen Lough into the river, on account of the shore of the Lough being almost quite dry, 
so that a fish could not swim into the river.” 

I give you this memorandum in order that you may compare it with the evidence you may receive 
from Mr. George Weir, who farms the fishery, and whom I lmve desired to appeal- before you on the 
22nd ; I have also desired the head water-keeper to accompany him. I regret tiiat it will he quite out 
of my own power to be there also. 

As the Lackagh fishery is a Winter fishery, precisely similar to that of Itamelton, I hope it may be 
allowed the same Open and Close Seasons. 

With respect to Oyster fisheries, perhaps it would not be out of place, to mention that my brother, 
the late Captain Hart, planted near Doe Castle, young Oysters from Fortstewart, and by that means 
made a very excellent and productive bed, which since his death (the castle being uninhabited during 
the Winter time) has been destroyed by the Cockle gatherers, who come from a distance of many 
miles in quest of Cockles. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

To James Redmond Barry, esq., George Vaughan Hart. 

Inspector of Fisheries, &c., Gweedore. 



The evidence x-eceived at Gweedore completed the Salmon Fishery Inquiry. 



[Sprat Weirs.] 
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FISHERIES— SPRAT WEIRS. 

(5 and G VkLna , c . 100, s. 39.) 



Evidence taken during an Inquiry held to investigate the rights of certain persons claim- 
ing Licence, under the above Section, to use Weirs in the tideway for the purpose of 
catching Soles, Turbot, Sprats, Hake, and other White Sea Fish during the Close 
Salmon Season; and to ascertain under what restrictions and regulations, if any, 
Licence to use Weirs for such purpose should he granted. 



Passage, County Waterford — Monday, November 3, 1845. 

James Redmond Barry, Esq., presiding. 

Present — Captain Bolton, R.N. ; Captain Clarke, It.X. ; Nicholas A. Power, Esq., 
Belleview ; Lieutenant Colston, R.N. ; L. Lambert, Esq. ; Mr. Gillespie, “ Viper” 
Cutter ; Messrs. Tracy, O’Neill, and Cox. The attendance of the Fishermen inter- 
ested in the Salmon and White Sea Fisheries was numerous. 



The clerk having read the notice convening the meeting, in which were sot forth the sprat Wtirs . 

nature and object of the inquiry, Mr. Barry said that this was a proceeding which should, 

perhaps, have taken place immediately after the late Act came into operation ; hut the Passage, 
Commissioners feeling satisfied that the structures, then the subject of consideration, were Co- " atemohd. 
of great importance to a poor and industrious class of fishermen, as a means of taking a 
description of fish which was particularly valuable, not only as food but as bait for the long 
line fisheries ; and as their farther use was only to be permitted where certain claims 
existed, it was judged expedient to defer any decision respecting them until the best 
opinions had been received upon the subject. Another cause of the delay was, that, under 
the late Act, the Commissioners had no power to hold an inquiry unless at the expense of 
the parties interested ; and as -the applicants in the present case were, with a few excep- 
tions, of the humbler class, it was considered advisable to let the investigation remain over 
until it could he carried on without trouble or outlay to private individuals. One pecu- 
liarity of the late Act was, that it protected vested rights ; and this was observable in the 
subject of that day’s inquiry. Although it was provided that there should be a clear open- 
ing of a certain width in the eyes of all flood and ebb webs, and that all netting and other 
means of taking fish should be removed therefrom during the Close Salmon Season ; the 
39th section made a saving and exception for such weirs as persons were entitled, by 
charter or prescriptive right, to use for the purpose of catching White sea fish during the 
Close Time. In cases where the existence of a charter was alleged, the charter should be 
produced ; and where a claim was founded on prescriptive right, it would he necessary to 
prove that the engine, sought to be licensed, had been continuously used for the capture 
of White sea fish as long as the oldest living witnesses could recollect. The evidence 
adduced to sustain the claims of the several applicants, would he laid before the Commis- 
sioners ; and they, in conformity with the Act, would issue their license for such period as 
they might think proper ; and at the same time, accompany it with such conditions as, 
upon due examination, they considered necessary to prevent their being improperly applied 
to the detriment of the Salmon fishery. In conclusion, he wished it to be most distinctly 
understood, that all persons interested in the Salmon fisheries were at liberty to propose 
such questions to the witnesses produced as they considered calculated to put the matter 
in its proper light before the Commissioners ; and begged of them to suggest such regu- 
lations for the use of the Sprat weirs as they judged expedient for preventing their appli- 
cation to improper purposes. 

The earliest application had been made by George Elliott ; and his case was made, 
therefore, the first for consideration. 

George Elliott, claimant by prescription. 

Edward Delany, sworn. — Is seventy-two years of age, and a fisherman. Was born at 
Passage, where he remained till 1803, at which time he went to sea, and he returned 
again to Passage in 1813. Knows the web or poles for wMch Elliott claims a prescriptive 
right to use for taking Sprats and White fish ; it is between Glemvater Bay and Duncan- 
non Fort ; and is held under Lord Templemore. It has been always used for taking Sprats 
and White fish as far back as his memory can reach ; and it was always in the same state 
as now. It has often been allowed to stand without being fished ; hut he cannot recol- 
lect that it remained for any number of years without being fished. He never, during 
his whole life, knew any contest to have taken place about it ; nor any objection whatever 
to be offered to its use. Never knew a Salmon to be taken in it. It is an ebb and not 
a head web ; £6 a year has been paid for it. 
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Mr. Barby inquired i( any person lad any question to ask, or any objection to mak. 
ceedS^S^ ™' mtnessl and n ° Mswer lasing been given, the neat case was prm 

Nicholas Power, Esq., qfBelleriew, claimed a prescriptive right to rise a Swat weir 
on tlte river Smr, at the lands of Bellevww, in the County Kilkenny. 

James Mucks, sworn.—Is forty-nine years old; and has lived at Belleview slice lie „„ 
born, with tlie exception of a few months. Knows the weirs for which Mr Power el-,;,,!! 
licence to tale Sprats ; there are two weirs ; one a flood and the other an ebb weir FW 
as to the ebb wen. This weir stands as it is marled on the map which Mr. Barry sho™ 
him. He has been Ashing it these thirty yearn ; his father, who was upwards J eiS 
years of age when he died, Ashed it before him ; and lias often told him that it was 
up during bis recollection He has never Inown it to be used as a Salmon weir bS 
always for taking Sprats alone It is Ashed from high water to half tide ; that is for 4rl 
hours i after that time the eddy tide breals m upon it, and it can be no longer used It k 
of the same construct! . as the Passage weirs. He cannot tell its value ; it lias never bee? 
let, but merely used for house purposes. Witness also knows the i Z ■ Been 



let, but merely used for house purpoS. " WitnMS aft'o'kno™ the JZi Sfil 



Mr. Power ; it is situate at the ., m, ™ 

the stream which runs below Faithlegg. It is a head’sJmod war ; and constiugmlT 
the same way as the same way as the head weir, on the Ross river. It is Ashed teMmo? 
dming the season for Salmon ; hut during the Sprat season the Salmon nets ie reiZed 
and ‘be Sprat net put on There are other weirs similarly circumstanced on the river • one 
of which belongs to Mr. Giles. Never saw or knew Salmon to he taken in this TOO ;,. LvJ 6 
used for catching Sprats ; for they could not kill Salmon in the Sprat net. The ebb W 
belonged to Mr. Shed’s father, and the flood to Mr. Power’s father. bb eu 

Thomas Tobin, claimant. 

Edward Delany, the witness in George Elliott’s case, denosed tbit bo 
as long as his memory could cany 1dm bU. It is Tebb Sfknd he h£S Sedft 
over Afty year, ago It has been fteqnontly broken down by storms and Santa ! 

«S TOik fl,B 1>re8en * ^oZowsSto’SS to haSsoM of 

Edward Fitzget'ald, claimant. 

Edward Delany deposed, that this weir was as old as bin ln 

Edward Delany, claimant. 

Sy?hShmSwsSS?eSi r ye "’ S , ° Id; “ m * iT f of 1>assa « e . md 

it to be in the possession of John Eovlm the’defuTv s,™ ?" y * bi,lg Kncw 

got it. Delany has but a third uai-t in +bi a wmv /ii S 7 Gy0 j be /° rG t,ie Present owners 
in partnemhipU .dm ‘SSSS 

Patrick Tracy, claimant. 

Patrick Tmoy rad Th?S'a7mSIl ^It k 6 ?, ?hh q w 8 ? 011 ’ 7i !cl1 is the J? ilrt property of. 

Sprats, to his knowledge, these thirty-seven years ■ been C!,!ir Jrnia]]y Ashed for 

Mu Power, of Faithlegg, is paid £4 I year- fo? it. ’ ^ “ as lon * “ ]l ° knows Passage. 

was now expired, ^'e' harbSrAsSlfhSstif «!“ V ^ * leasc of thia w6ir ' bl1 * ;t 
had it forty years before him. It was to years, and Ids father 

>t. Tracy, Ids partner, is joined hS\w . ' Mler tbat .>* paid rent for 

situate at Checkpoint. three years ; it it is au ebb weir, and 

William Hearne, claimant. 

inSt^SeteS T a ‘, Heanre has no partner 

It is an ebb weir, and as old as he can recollect any thing. 

„ Maurice Kelly, claimant. 

John Power, claimant. 

4S S&iSsfli of a L p M w td™ n oli f ^ »*»- 1 « m fcr- 

came to the presL ™. IWe^is aC a was y ans %ro-l from different hands till it 
“ berth,” which was erected about seven years ' taer mth J ° bn MmTa y ™ a second 
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•‘UtniUinS. 

Edward Delany deposed, that he knew Michael Tr„n„.. • -x 

years ago ; it is a new erection, in a place where he lif WaS P , Ut up about seven 
previously. 1 ce wilere Jle never knew poles to have been 

John Kelly, claimant. 

John Kelly's weir was admitted byhimseK tube a new erection, similar to tte precedin& 
John P 'epper, claimant. 

Hamilton’s wife, Galgy’s daughter. Gdsy ’ and was bought for £3, from 

John Rack, claimant. 

*e it * higher up 

and Rack’s is the inside one. 7 ttle vaJue - There are two in this “ berth,” 

. ftack stated, that he was a partner with Patrick o„,i wiv TT 

in this “ berth.” He had purchased his share, which is one^r? 0 ?*?’ +t? ^ e J W0 weirs 

are now worth nothing. cn 18 one -™rd of both, for £14 ; they 

Patrick Kelly, claimant. 

re|fX? “lly ' taf ,0 "f “ S™ 4 ™'® “ he can 
John Burke, claimant. 

it SfcSilSK Hehas 

and the £4 Ifc was for the Mi Mrs. Joanna Spencfr Sins foXTSet^ 

Thomas Butler, claimant. 

John Cavanagh , sworn — Knows this weir; it is about four fort halm i • 
erected about twelve or fourteen years ago. I0Ur teet beIow bis own, and was 

Tlwma, Butler stated, that it was erected by limself, where there were no poles before. 
Richard Organ, claimant. 

Edward Delany . — This weir is as old as anv +v,r. i. i ... , 

is of very little value ; there was no net set on it thh year at In!" 0 ” e ° f * U ' and 

L. Lambart, Esq., claimant. 

Mr. Lambert stated, that the weir for which hr t 

wood, between Passage and Cheehpoint. It is an ?Ketf t Ce “ Ce - W ?f s,tnat ? a ‘ Part 
Power ; ,t is worked the same as tl» poles and ijof the Z 8 “’! ll “' 40 lhat of 1Ir - 

the head when working it ; and it is never used for tl,. 6 oonsfamction ; no man sits on 
Edward Delamj — This weir is ere5 „ w, “ ?„ e oa T 4ur ® 8al ™“- 
be used for any other purpose than that of taking Sprats!™ r “ oIleet ; he “ eTCr « to 

James Kennedy, clamant. 

Edward Dela, y—Tbis weir is as old as ally of the others, 

dir. Kennedy, stated, that he held this weir front Mrs Mlrnimll ,1 . , 

Mine description as Mr. Lambart's, as the webs of S ... I? . loSe " g 14 ,s of th ® 
He pays £8 a year for it. The position in Xhl pLcel i more f * r^ 
oi the others, and it is furnished with wings He h£ cmirfit ? favourable than that 
The number however was small, not amounting to ihree El tSt™ sT* “ i . t 
fact could never he taken in it, except when jinmed in with a , 1 JSS’ i,ataon - m 

and no answer was given ° y P d ® tom ®”“ *> the Salmon fishery; 

Martin Whelan and Patrick Walsh, claimants. 

Whelan stated, that the weir, for which hp and Tiio n ori„„. i , . , „ 

situate at Knockrow, just below the watering place, oa the^qu^ofWaW^ 06 ^^ 
and at the passage side of Mr. Lambert's weir. It is aiTffwir S »*> ®, 
Kennedy and himself about twelve or thirteen yens ago. He never saw a web tLre 

a ®ood weir 

Patrick Walsh, claimant. 

Edward Delany— -Om is an ebb weir, and constructed long before his time. It is on 
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the Marquess of Waterford's boundary, and nearer to Passage than Mr. Lambart’s 
boundary. 

Patrick Walsh stated, that he pays £3 a year for this weir to Nicholas Wyse, tenant of 
the Marquess of Waterford ; he never took a Salmon in it in his life. 

Robert Sheehan, claimant. 

Edward Delamj. — This weir is as old as any of the others. 

Sheehan stated, that his father hacl it before him, and that it was put up by his father, 
who is now dead over twenty-five years. 



Patrick Toole, claimant. 

Edward Eelam/. — Toole’s weir is as ancient as any on the bank ; it belonged to Thomas 
Jones, a man who lived in Passage thirty years ago. 

Toole, the claimant, stated, that a man named Thomas Baston was a partner of his in 
this weir, lie bought the two-thirds of it from John Cavanagli and Ned Hogan, who are 
now dead, for £4, and Baston gave £2 for the other one-third. lie cannot tell the value 
of it, but there are many seasons during which he loses more than he gains by it : it is an 
ebb wen. 

Patrick Meade, claimant. 

Meade’s weir is situate at Ivilcullen, above Mr. Lambert’s ; it is an ebb wen, similar to 
the former. 

Patrick Williams, sworn Is seventy-three years of age, and he remembers this weir 

of Mr. Meade’s as long as he can remember anything. It has been always and continuously 
used as a Sprat weir ; he has always lived adjacent to it, and during his life he never knew 
a Salmon to be taken in it. 

Patrick Meade stated, that he payB £1 a year for this weir to Mr. Power, of Kilcullen, 
a tenant of Lord Waterford’s. He has a partner named Matthew Power. 

James Anderson, claimant. 

Anderson’s weir is situate above Checkpoint, and near it. 

John Potter, sworn. — Is about sixty-four years old ; has been living in Checkpoint these 
twenty-eight years, and lived at Duncannon before then. This weir was erected by Jamgs 
Anderson in 1822 ; there was no weir there before to his knowledge. 

James Anderson stated, that he pays no rent for this weir ; it is on the estate of Mr. 
Power, of Faithlegg. He has another Sprat weir on the Kilkenny side of the river, at 
Snow Hill, nearly opposite the first one, for which he also claims licence. 

John Potter, already sworn, knows this weir also ; it was re-erected by Mr. Anderson 
about seventeen years ago. Is quite sure it is an old weir renewed. He remembers poles 
having been there a very long time ago, and when they were putting up the new poles 
they found the mill stones in which the old polos had been made fast at the bottom. 



George Kent, claimant. 

This is an application for a Head Salnion Weir, used during the Close Salmon Season 
for taking Sprats ; it is situated opposite Cheekpoint. 

James Andei'son, sworn. — Is fifty-eight years old, and knows this weir, for he has lived 
opposite it since he was horn ; it is there as long as he recollects anything, and, according 
to hearsay, believes it was there 100 years before his birth. The first tune he remembers 
it, it was of the same construction as it is now ; it was afterwards made into a Scotch weir, 
aud, as such, it was removed in l S24 ; it was then restored to its former shape. Believes 
that it was an ancient weir for taking Sprats, hut. cannot say that it was used for that 
pui’pose when he was a boy. It was used as a Sprat weir thirty years ago, but only when 
there was a great run of Sprats ; it was not used as a Sprat weir this year. 

Captain 11. Bolton, claimant. 

This weir is situate near the confluence of the Suir aud Bai’row, and at the off side of 
the “ White Horse.” It is an ebb weir, never used for taking Salmon, and almost quite 
worthless. It is dry at low water, and is held by Martin Walsh, under Captain Bolton. 

Michael Halligan, sworn. — This weir was erected by Walsh about sixteen or seventeen 
jears ago ; to his knowledge there was no weir there before that time. It is held by Walsh 
along with land, and is merely used to get bait for Spillers. 

William Murphy, claimant. 

This weir adjoins William Kearne’s, and is at the spit. 

Edward Dclany. — This is an old ancient weir. Murphy got it from Spencer, and 
Spencer from Foran, whose father had it before him. 

Michael Casey, claimant. 

Edward Delany — This weir is near his own, and below the garrison. It is of the 
same construction as the rest, and was put up about seven years ago. There was no poles 
there before that time. J 

Michael Casey stated, that William Grady and he were pai'tners in this weir. He 
bought his half, about two years ago, from Ellen Mullins for £2 10s. 
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Patrick Morony, claimant. 

Fanny Kearne, claimant. 

®^W^to^^pSr‘ WBir; itiS nest *° Patrick Toole’s, and tliev boll, 
David Bennett, claimant. 

:s§e5 

Catherine Flavin, claimant. 

th^^ 1 mS^d^d , ^rf2 i 8S , v-’ ,r iEr " e boll V to Sf lier . m the oldest on 
is now dead, ovL twenty yeL ^ M “' PW 8 bo “S to b J ** taaband, who 

Mary Power, claimant. 

Edward .Many.— This weir is on the middle of the bank, and neat to Sirs Flavin's ■ 
it » of equal antiquity with the rest. Mrs. Love is Mary Power's partner. ’ 

James Mason, claimant. 

This weir is a new erection, put up by himself about seven years ago. 

Geoffry Kearne, claimant. 

This weir is erected about seven years. 

P atrick Kearne, claimant. 

This weir is neat to John Power's new weir, and about seven years erected. 

Edmond Delany, claimant. 

Hiis is next Patrick Hearne’s, and erected about the same time. 

pM? S w* *“! J ° m ? ryan d 1 e P osed that the we ^rs of the following persons were 
ebb Sprat weirs or poles, and erected as long as their memory could cam' tLn back - 

PoiST w°r Wer; 2 ’ a ?r as Jam ^ s nephew of John Or?an ; 3 Maurice 

Power; 4 Maunce Wyse ; 5, John Buckley; 6, Nicholas Power, of Crook 7 Sn 

1 0 JoL a pk J p ? n/p WG l ; 8 ’ Th ° ma i J ° t H 0r S an ’ son of J ohn Organ; 9, John Connor; 
partner ^hfwet^frtf’ f^ 5 L’ Jo , llU iIuiTa ^ Thomas Kennedy, and Alley Crane. 

^ Th i mentioned persons formerly belonged to Captain Hunt’s 

sister, and was purchased by Murray. J ° 1 b 

®*¥ r a PPhcant for licence appeared, Mr. Barry expressed a desire to have the 
inquiry ^ S ° me P ersons mtereste d in the Salmon fishery upon the subject of the 

Del “™J> i, ead y sw , om - stated that he was one of those who fished for Salmon 
tb?^' d cT S th ® Open Season; and that they were all most desirous for 
rnulr?l t tl0n °£-vl. e , Salm011 1 fishei 7- The weirs which were souglit to be licensed 
could by no possibility injure that fishery ; the poles are always stripped of the Sprat nets 
and gear on or before the 1st January, and left naked till June. Even during the Sprat 
season they are generally never fished, except for the three first horns of the ebb tide. 
He never during Ins life saw a Salmon Fry taken in the Sprat nets, for, as he said before, 
they are not fished a.t the tune when the Fry are in the river, which is in March, April 
and May. Curing his whole experience he never knew of hut two spent fish to be caught 
in tne Sprat weirs. As a condition upon which these weirs or poles slioidd he used, so as 
not to injure the Salmon, and benefit the Sprat fishery, he considered it desirable that then 
should not be fished from the 1st February to the 1st June. 

l L l amh ^ rt sa id> that it was a matter of great importance that the Sprat weirs should 
oe fished m June, as they were, at that time particularly, a most valuable source of bait 
or tne deep sea line fishery ; and he considered that the Commissioners, in coming to any 
conclusion upon the matter, should keep before their eyes the interests of the line fishery, 
seame^ &S ^ ' Jetter calculated than any other to produce a body of active and hardy 

Thomas Whelan, sworn. — He has fished his Sprat net in June, and never took Salmon 
fiiy, or saw them taken in that month. He never took Fry in June. The deep sea 
fisfiera procm-e their bait from the Sprat weirs ; and during the months of July, August, 
and September, when the Salmon Fry are not running, they are of the greatest value" as a 

2 13 
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means of obtaining bait. There never has been any contests about these weirs, and no person 
whatever objected to their being used during the months in which the Fry are not running. 

Captain Clarke, sworn. — He is in no way interested in the fisheries, but he knows this 
locality well ; and he is of opinion that if the small quantity of bait taken in the Sprat 
weirs after the 1st June were cut off, the deep sea fishery would be ruined. The people 
come a distance of eighteen or nineteen miles at night, to get a small basket-full of the bait 
taken in the Sprat weirs. He has known the Duugarvan fishermen to be supplied with 
bait by the Passage nets. 

James Hincks, sworn. — He has fished with the Sprat nets in June, July, and August, 
and he never took one Fry in them in all his life. If the poles were fished from the 1st 
February to the 1st June, they would kill Salmon Fry. 

Mr. Power stated, that the quantity of Sprats taken, would not sometimes pay for the 
nets ; the importance of these weirs consists in their being a source of bait for the deep 
sea fishery. * 

Mr. Barry expressed his satisfaction at the manner in which the evidence had been 
given during the inquiry. He never met so many people so meritoriously disposed to make 
a true statement of all the facts ; and he would be sorry if there were any probability that 
their present privileges should be curtailed. Most satisfactory evidence had been received 
as to the antiquity of a great number of weirs, for which licences were claimed ; while in 
other cases it was candidly admitted that they were modern erections. The evidence in 
reference to all would be laid before the Commissioners, and ho knew that they were well 
disposed to give as much facilities as possible to the capture of fish, and to grant licences 
as generally as the Act would allow, and the interest of the fisheries require. It was quite 
clear to his mind, that the Sprat poles could not injuriously affect the Salmon fishery, when 
used only at the time pointed out during the inquiry ; and if no legal objection existed, 
the licences for these would be issued as soon as possible ; after that, none but those 
licenced could be used, nor could any others be hereafter erected. With regard to the 
other description of weirs, it would be necessary, before granting licence, if licence were 
granted, to obviate the possibility of their being used for the capture of Salmon. 

Mr. Barry then entered into an explanation of the more important sections in the 
amended Act of last session, and took occasion to refer to Mr. Strangman’s late application, 
for liberty to use trammel nets at all horns, in order to give the parties present an oppor- 
tunity of objecting to such permission being granted, if they considered it injurious to their 
fisheries. 

Mr. Lambart considered that neither trawl nor trammel net fishing should be permitted 
at all ; the shoals of fish are broken by large nets, and the trawl fish arc not at all so good 
as those caught in small boats, and by lines. 

Mr. Barry said, that the strong prejudice against trawling now in progress of removal 
at Dumnore and other places, could be traced to a spirit of monopoly, and adduced several 
trawhng S ° f ™ fishery bei “ S VaStlj im P roved tbo introduction and encouragement of 

Tobin, Delany, and the others, whose weirs had been proved to have been erected beyond 
the memory of the oldest persons, gave expression to an anxious desire that no distinc- 
tion should be made between the old and the new, and hoped that licences would be given 
to all. 6 

The Passage inquiry then terminated. 



New Ross, 
Co. Wexford. 



SPRAT WEIRS ON THE NORE AND BARROW, CONJOINED. 
New Ross, County Wexford, Wednesday, November 5, 1845. 



James Redmond Barry, Esq., presiding. 

Present— Charles Tottenham, William M. Glascott, Thos. Boyd, Edward Chapman, 
Roach, Patrick Magee, Doctor Mullins, and John French, Esqrs. 



The notice of meeting having been read, Mr. Barry said, that be had come there to hear 
the claims of persons who considered that they had a right, under the 39th section, to use 
certain weirs for taking White fish, during the Close Salmon Season. The section which 
gives the Commissioners the power to grant licences, gives them also the power to annex 
such conditions to their use as will secure their proper application ; and he was most 
desirous of receiving from those interested in the Salmon fisheries, such suggestions on the 
subject, as they considered the protection of their interests required. It would appeal 1 as 
it the Jaw were disregarded in that quarter, as very few applications for licences had been 
made. One of an early date bad been received from Mr. Cox ; and the reason why it was 
not previously attended to, was, because the Commissioners have but lately obtained the 
sanction ot the government to incur the expenses of such an inquiry. 

Mr. Pierce Cox, claimant for two Flood Weirs, connected together at Fisherstown. 

sworn.— Will he seventy-five years old on the 23rd of next December ; 
ana ne Knows Mr Cox’s weirs to be in their present position forty years, at all events. He has 
known it to be always the custom to fish them for Sprats during the Close Salmon Season ; 
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«£^*nS3$%£ *“ l T “”«“>>”% *** for Sprats 

J^r iCT ; “ d ;t ™ “’ re “ “ ^ tk “ *V ™**A S?hSSi“3S5. and 

CoftoA t 16 mei “ “ Sniu. Mr. 

for them, hut witness cannot tell the ™, n ,m. ; twenty -five years ago, and he pays rent 

fishery of this weir is worth about £10 a rear ’ The S, tS*®* ° f 887811 ??“? the White 
food, and the line fishemenffll T1 ¥ tako ? are ^neraUy for bait and 

^2«SSS? ? 

or complaint about these weirs. They were onwlmfi , ?"«'•”«' <* *“7 4 »w 
taKdfcEriS:* " C3lM 8“ ” T ™‘ «<* *■ Sprat net, 

st ri “£S e o? 

Denis Coady, Ballyvimeen, claimant. — A Flood Weir. 

Denis Coady stated, that he did not think it was necessary, or he would have hmno-ht 

ho oX? “5 * 2“ Weir ™ a u e - erecte4 % Boaoh about fifteen years agotbut as Was 
he can recollect there was a weir there before. J b ’ 3 on S 88 

merti tZltV'tt S'?™ haS < tai >‘ Aunt fto accuracy of Coady’s state- 
meats, as he could not he sworn m his own case. J ^ tacc 

Mr. Magee said, that he was quite sure that the statements were correct and as lie 
1 M so “ 6tIm >« of 'tie wen- he had no objection to be examined respecting it 

M, Magee was then sworn and deposed, that he inew this weir hearly forty years It 
was allowed to go to rmn for want of means on the part of the former o^e/and w2 
re-constructed about twelve or fourteen years ago. It remained in disuse for some years 
but he cannot state exactly the length of time. It is on the estate of Mr. Murphy, of A^ace 
He cannot of Ins own knowledge say whether Denis Coady pays rent for it, but kefs sure 
that the statement already made by Coady may be relied upon. 

Patrick Hunt, claimant — Mountainago Weir. 

thJwXfm. f“.f ot "-/B« ,4 rsworn.---Knows this weir; it is a flood wen-, and situate on 
the Wexford side of the river, and near the new wall. It is there since beyond his 

SITS T >d 5? the time he recoU , ect ? {t taa been «sed for taking White fish in Winter^ 

It is fished m the same manner and with the same sort of net as Cox’s weir. It is held 
STOSSf!* Mr. Glasscott. Putting the Salmon out of the question; 

thTSl ! Stery i°L kS W6U ' T WOrth , £5 or £G a y ear - Tbe wings are not now longer ' 
ST and x the 7 we . re aI 7 a I? tkere esce P t when broken down by the storm. The 

jnngs extend far into the nver, hut he never heard any complaints as to this being injurious 
lL mTff 1 n °i' < T es 1 he thu3i .?at such is the case. All the weirs extend out into the 
oed ot the river, hut pilots consider this an advantage, as the outer part serves as a land- 
mark: to prevent vessels from running in on shoal. 

Patrick Hunt stated, that he had another, called the “ Annace Weir,” for which he 
would not apply for licence to fish for Sprats, as he never used it for that purpose. 

Lady Esmonde, claimant. — A Flood Weir. 

• Flake, sworn.— -Is fisherman to Lady Esmonde, and the weir for which licence 

is pphed xs situate under her ladyship’s house. He cannot say how long it is erected hut 

2 B2 



Asranix, Ho. IL 

Sprat Weirs. 

New Ross, 

Co. Wiipobd. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




188 APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF 

Appendix, No. II 

Sprat Weirs. 

New Boss, 

Co. Wexford. 



Edmond Murphy, claimant. — Cloy road Weir. 

Richard Walsh, sworn. — Knows this weir well ; it is a flood head weir, and situate at 
Carney’s Bay. It has been built between twenty-five and twenty-six years. It has been 
constantly used since then for taking Sprats, and the produce of it had been usually given 
to the poor. He never saw them catch Salmon there when fishing for Sprats ; Sprats, 
Whiting, and Fluke are caught in it. Whatever is done hereafter, there should be 
no hinderance to its use this year, when the " Lumpers” and the usual food of the people 
are failing them. 

William Shallow, claimant — An Ebb Weir, near Ballinlaw Ferry, south of the Flood 
Weir belonging to the same person. 

William Shallow said, that he did not apply for licence for the flood weir, as it never 
was used for taking Sprats except in the most extraordinary circumstances. 

Michael HaUigan, sworn. — He knows Shallow’s ebb weir ; it was put up about seven 
or eight years ago ; there was one put up about twelve or thirteen years ago in a place . 
about eight or nine perches from the present one, but it was thrown down. He has seen 
this weir fished, and he would give £o for it for the four Winter months. It is usually 
fished from September to Christmas ; he has known it to be fished sometimes in January, 
but never in ^February or March. He never saw or heard of Salmon Fry being taken in it, 
but, if used in February, March, April, and May, they undoubtedly would be taken. This 
weir is fished for Salmon in the Open Season. The Salmon taken in it were few, but not 
spents; they were good Peal. Some of the ebb weirs are fished for Salmon, and some 
are not. 

Mr. Baruy inquired if those interested in the Salmon fisheries had any questions to ask 
tills witness, and no answer having been made, the next case was proceeded with. 

Joseph Laxvlor, claimant An Ebb Weir. 

Joseph Lawlor stated that this weir had only been erected four years ; it was just at the 
head of Lady Edmond’s weir, and situate on her property. It is of no value whatever, 
but it cost him a great deal to put it up. 

Joseph Sullivan, claimant. — A Flood Weir next the Ballinlaw Ferry cibove the Weir, on 
the property of Mr. Magrath of Dungarvan. 

Edmond Barden, sworn. — This weir has been built these forty or fifty years. It was 
put up for catching Salmon, and was seldom used as a Sprat weir. Witness formerly 
owned it himself ; and he never fished it for Sprats. Knew that Sullivan occasionally used 
it for that purpose since he got it, and that is about nineteen years since. Up to nineteen 
years ago it was never fished for Sprats ; for the Herrings were so plenty that they did not 
mind the Sprats. ' 

John Cahill, claimant. — An Ebb Weir at Snowhill Wood, below the White Horse, and 
about forty perches from the point. 

^ Michael Halligan, already sworn. — Tliis weir is situate on the property of Mr. Power of 
Snowhill. The man who had it before Cahill, improved upon it about seventeen years 
ago, and there was a weir there for ten years before. It was always used for Sprats ; but 
lie was told that there was a Salmon net on it last year. It is a great weir for Sprats, and 
is particularly well circumstanced to take a great quantity of them when the glut comes 
m. On an average of seven years, there has been about £5 worth of Sprats and White fish 
taken in it each year. 

Edward Bennett, claimant. — A Flood Weir on the Wexford side of the River at 
Ballinlaw. 

Edward Barden, already sworn. — Knows this weir as long as he can remember, and that 
is sixty years at all events ; it has been always used for the taking of Sprats in the Close 
Season. He lives near this weir ; and saw that the Salmon nets and all means of taking , 
Salmon were removed during the Close Season. Even with strings attached to the Sprat 



he has fished it for Sprats for the last two years. It is only fished for Lady Esmonde’s 
own nse, except when there is a run of Sprats, and then it is used to get a supply for the 
poor in her employment. It is seldom fished except on fast days. October, November, 
and December are the only months in which it is used to catch Sprats and White fish, but 
it is fished for Salmon in the Open Season. It was used for this purpose last year, but the 
Salmon nets, and every tiling belonging to the Salmon fishery, were removed during the 
Close Time. If he were allowed to sit constantly on the head of this weir, and use strings, 
he might, by the merest chance, catch a Salmon in the Sprat net if the water were about 
one foot deep. Such a thing is never done, nor would the odd Salmon pay for the time 
consumed in taking it. The quantity of Salmon taken in the entire season is about 
fifteen pounds weight. 

Mr. Magee stated, that he knew this weir to have been always stripped during the Close . 
Season. 

William Shallow said, that he knew this weir to be in existence these sixty years, and it ’ 
has been continuously used for taking White fish on fast days only, during the Winter 
months. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE COMMISSIONERS OF FISHERIES, IRELAND. 189 



T “* au “ u ‘ xaKe salmon m it, for tie bap 
quick enough to draw up tie under part of tie net " 

James Butler, claimant.-An Ebb Weir of the bndt of Fisheratm „ } and 6ei „, M „ pm 
and Dollar Point. 

James Kavanagh, sworn.— Itr. Butler's father- had a Scotch weir there before him 

ose rs for Sprats. Itis thirteen years since the S weitfftta" ' tat rt8 P""^ 

hnfiLfw.? 7 thathe -J" OTlliS fathor t0 iaTe a head wen- there for takin" Spats 
but that he was not in a position to prove it ° °P axs ’ 

be4ter **• 44 sWd be conted 38 a Sata - »* 
4,10 besl be CTer “ » Sata °” ** 3 Sprat net, 



Sprat Weirs. 



New Ross, 
Co. Wexford. 



Catlwrine HaWgan, daimant—A Flood Weir between Laig Esmond,; and the Ferr„ 
of Ballinlaiv. J 

holSS Th fhaUmv,alrea.ij sworn.— He knows this weir to be there these forty years and 
S?Zf t + T I" been <> n e there these 200 years. It has always been fished for 
Jj"? just as the others. Catherine Halligan pays at present to Miss Quann, about £4 
qnli;^n° r 1 V-+ bUt ffi ie USed t0 J >ay , £l5 - There was another Weir built near this one by 
Sullivan, and its efficiency was by that means destroyed ; it is a Salmon weir also. 7 

Maurice Denn, claimant — An Ebb Weir at Rochestown. 

Richard WaM, already sworn — This wen- is opposite Fisherstown, and near Dollars- 
pomt. It was built about six or seven years ago, but he saw tie stakes of an old weir there 
before ; this old weir was never in fishing order within his memory. The present weir is 
only used for Sprat fishing, but he saw them endeavouring to take Salmon in it three or 
four times this season. It would be better for the owner to use it as a Sprat than a 
Salmon weir, if he were not allowed to have it as both. 



Pierce Delahunty, claimant. — A Flood Weir at the point of Snowhill grounds. 

John Cahill, sworn.— Remembers this wen- these twenty years ; and during that time it 
has been always used for taking both Salmon and Sprats in their respective seasons. Has 
never known Salmon to be caught in the Sprat net. It is better for Sprats in Winter than 
for Salmon m Summer. One year with another, the Sprat fishery is worth £5. Delahunty 
pays £3 a-year rent to Mr. Power of Snow Hill. y 



Edmond Forrestal, claimant.— A Flood Weir at Rochestown. 

Richard Walsh, already sworn — Knows this weir forty years, that is, as long as he can 
remember. During that time it has always been fished in Winter for Sprats. He did not 
see a Sprat net on it this year. 

Maurice Denn, sworn.— This weir is on Mr. Forrestall’s property, and it has been fished 
tor Sprats in W inter as long as he can remember, except last year and the year before. It 
is one of the worst weirs on the river, and is not worth more than £1 a-year. 

This was the last of the applications, and before the meeting separated, Mr. Barry alluded 
to certain breaches of the Salmon fishery laws which had been committed by the cotmen, 
and pointed out to the magistrates the necessity of inflicting heavy penalties, particularly 
for violations of the Close Time; and having recommended the parties interested, to 
discontinue the White fishing until the decision of the Commissioners were known, the 
inquiry terminated. 



Youghal, County Cork, Saturday, November 8, 1845. 

James Redmond Barry., Esq., presiding. 

Present— Sir William Homan, Bart., Captain Steuart, J.P., M.P., Richard Smyth Esq 
J. P., Francis C. Curry, Esq., J.P., Messrs. Foley, Brown, Dennihy, Scott, World, 
Chief Officer of Coast Guard, and Hodnett. 

Besides these gentlemen there was a numerous attendance of other persons connected 
with the fisheries. 



Mr. Barry having explained the object of- the Inquiry, the nature of the evidence to be Youguae, Co. Coke. 

adduced, and the general views of the Commissioners 011 the subject-matter of that 

evidence, he invited, as on the former occasions, all persons interested in the Salmon 
fisheries to put such questions to the witnesses as they considered calculated to elicit the 
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Airasgix, No. II.- r eal facts' of the . case; $nd give such kformation to the Commissioners as the protection of 
Sprat~Weirs their interests required. 

' Mr. Foley considered that Sprat weix-s should not be allowed to remain erected higher 

YottGHAijCo. Coek. up the river than the Sprats were usually in tlie habit of going-. 

Mr. Barry thought it was quite sufficient for the purposes of the licence if the weirs 

were erected in places where the Sprats had ever been known to go. The use of all such 
weirs would be subjected to such restrictions as to preclude the possibility of their 
being employed in any manner injurious to the Salmon fishery. 

Richard Smyth, Esq., Ballinatray, claimed a licence- for two Weirs. 

James Mdhony, sworn. — Is seventy-four years of age, and he has known these weirs at 
Ballinatray for fifty years back. He has been living in this neighbourhood since. They 
existed before that time, and Sprats and Herrings were the only land of fish taken in them • 
he never saw any other. The net used for the purpose is of a small mesh, and it rims to a 
purse in the end. There are two weirs ; one is opposite the Abbey, and the other is 
lower down on the river, upon the slob. He has seen these weirs constantly fished and 
during his life ho never saw Salmon or Salmon Fry taken in them. They are ebb weirs 
The time at which the Sprats are taken is from the 1st November to the 1st January! 
From this till Christmas they run in large quantities, but he never knew them to be run- 
ning in large quantities in January or February. They very seldom run in the Summer" 
or begin to run till October or November. They are fished for Mr. Smyth himself. The 
man who fishes them, he supposes, has an accoxmt of the produce. He never saw them 
fished m January or February. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Brown, solicitor . — Knows the Abbey weir; it is a Sprat weir 
At low water none of the stakes of this weir are in the water. Never saw or heard of 
Salmon being caught in these weirs. 

Laurence Humphreys, sworn— Fishes Mr. Smyth’s Sprat wen-, and has done so for the 
last eleven years and nine months. The Abbey weir is built inside low water mark. The 
outside wmg is built on top of a rock over six feet inside low water mark, and the stage 
where the poles are placed, and all the rest of the body, are ten yards within low water 
mark, lliere is a stage or platform on the top, on which a man remains during the time 
the Sprats are running ; he does not fish the net with strings ; but as this weir is only 
used when there is a great run of Sprats, the man stands on the top, and when the net 
fills, he raises it up and empties it into the boat. When the Sprats are in large quantities 
he cannot say how many times the net would be emptied in one fishing; the number of 
times would be from thirty to fifty. One large boat load, containing about eighty firkins 
is the most he ever knew to be caught at one tide. The other weir is built with two 
a Tf 6 T; m rS* 0ut a P ou ? d or P° cket - Since it was rebuilt anew, two years 
a p, he has not fished it. There was always a wen- there ; this and the Abbey weir arc of 
JS? bU * **«"?*; co "f™ted. When this, the lower weir, knot fished, 
” othl ?£ to prevent the fish going up or down. This is not the case with the 
Abbey weir, which is provided with a pound or pouch, in which Sprats, Herrings, Tamlin, 
and i luke are caught. He never knew a Salmon or Salmon Fry to be taken hi it It S 
n!S S ° P n f i'°“ the St ^ rch t0 th ° lst Juue; thero is then a perfectly free passage 
rffi Jinirv nr S3 unde “ h . + to the Fry. Never knew spents to be taken in 
worth 7 wS J to b Wh + lt6 + w ^ be 1 cau S llt U P ^ the 1st March, and it is 

Eh h n l i U F ° ? at J 1 ? 0, T 17 he & a at the latter end of 

flSli them before the 17th, and they continue till the latter end of 

Smut ^ t0 *5 ead 0f November is the best time for the . 

&piat nslieiy. The wens are always opened from March till Jmie. They arc in Mr 

a™ is W T ° f 7 ery m 

tSoJ tham & S ° Talue ’ alld ™ md ustrions man could fairly afford to pay 

“ 0t be<m yearn, 

i”te ie orf?™ ST? fr01n “ June - A bKnd SaIm ° n -night b « caught in 
ti^et^XgX^ -ir is profitable ataU 

Lor.-i Steuart de Bedes, claimant -An Ebb Weir, an the Waterford side, a little 
above the bridge of Yem/lml 

a « 0 ' ™ l ^ known tho Sprat 
hood and saw it contivmlneF ^ I i° e - J eara - hie has resided in the neighbour- 

weir, id ITclSSTr X caoZ ^ * an « 

one in time of flood Tt i a r.c +n e ca P taie 0d Salmon, but it might by possibility take 
pKi id a nornd Hef. Mr ' wok; it lias a 

that weirs of this descrintion r. QT , ^terested in the Salmon fisheries, and is of opinion 
be open when the Frv w-nm ‘ ^ b ° P 1 l e J udlc h^ to the Salmon fishery, provided they 
should he interdicted in +t, att 7 9 wn ’ aad morder to allow the Fry to run down, their use 

fished tXiSfeyir XsXlf “r 11 ’ i pri1 ’ *»*•» 

bat, on the contrary XX 1 * tang these three months. There is no want of bait, 
were at 1 timSonS ° f * i6n X” are S P rate k the liver . They 

pigs. Mr. Dennihy has this weir noifi S™* 7 4 iat were thvown t0 the 

espouses by it. He considers Too , V „„° 4y 7? , or taeen years, and he did not clear his 
r "1 tie consxaeis *,20 a year would be a very high rent for it. 
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a there is no, a™, no. „. 

r^sTtri ~. 

a Salmon Icing taken in this weir ' H ° norar «*. b « to toird if y,«„.,TJo. c„«. 



William, Richard, Catherine, and Margaret Power, 



’I/- • tj T . v «/«i -iucu ijaret Jr'oiuei', minors, claimants. 

witfXpo^r^TiSaS^mSA Sr at 

Mi by the parties above nanSTwho m S ' ° tlw °* bor "° famiI 7. and is 

He is then 1 guardian, but lie has no interest in the w4- “VhTtn ' ,r ? th ™ ?“ d sisters. 

Saiar 

fifteen years, the average expense is £80 a venr fir fh U<2 1S “ * j® fisber - v - G ° ! "S back for 
value of it to an industrious person wodd be about £2oT ve “ s“clhe1 T? ; v* t,w 

SssariM 'Ztjsts Ts™? u ^^SZ’L'L’srz 

leading wings, leading to a smaffcompass otfouS 5 14 kas ‘™ 

open -without any trap. Behind that fliers ia a ? v . and J bat smaU comjiass is 

Se b gate ne He ctTder S °S 

February to the 5th June. Witness is intemTlta tw o i *T? opened ftom the 20th 
preservation. There is no net attached to tWo * Salmon fishery, and anxious for its 

zzsfcxr ' ie “ ™ fer *• *s* r ss?^ 

Maurice Power claimed a licence for an Mh Sprat Weir, which he rente from the See 
Jrercy Scott Smith. 

abod'&^Kr^LSt^ilfr Smi ^ tIleS ! *"■**. »— b and is 
told that it existed beforTthai STS S "? d ie ™ s 
Sprats and White fish. There is no long net JtM to h w If ' 7 f ° r _, taMn S 
draught net with which it is drawn. The pound is prodded Sh ^ Site «£ JTfS. “1 a 
hut he cannot say whether it has been onp-n sri mmi 1 * • n gate ei 0 ht feet wide, 

It was in disuse U 3 of yeS, “ P pT e r 2Sd JSv If! ^ ‘°- T ** 

Salmon fisheries. “6™“* ‘ “ “ en 8™ mjunons to the 

a sworn — He remembers this weir these thirty years ; and when he w« 

a httle boy he used to go to it for bait for his grandfather. It i a very nseM weh S 
unportant as a source of bait for the sea fisheries. Knew of the Dungarvan Kinsale ’ 2 

“htf 1 The ¥0^1.^° h S “ PP 2 “T * hose weirs ’ "ton “ - be oth ” 1 

i i I gh3 i, fi ® hermGQ W no objection to this weir, but, on the contrary- 
nTT, < £ m but that they obtained a supply of bS from ™ J ’ 

ST e H deI1C ,- T"F« b “? I “ ld ' 1 “ a - M ”- to™* tow attention to the mSnt cnact- 
ment, and dwelt particularly on those sections which referred to the reduction of the stanm 

ariiiioT'nT'h-Ti 8 a T£ 01 ab ,nen * s > aIld Ib e iuoreased&ciiitiesfo r c o nstractingand protecting 

3ft* 1 °J ■’ l T' „? e str °ngly remonstrated against the conduct of certain mLiSate? 
thT th P 6I1!llt i es for taeaabes of the Close Season, np to a tiiSe which 

they thought fit to determine upon practically made a different season lor thetataJS 
and in conclusion he pointed out the mischievous results which would attend the infliction 
of merely nominal penalties for violations of the law respecting the Close Season 
Mr. Browne appeared on behalf of the Duke of [Devonshire, to protest against the 
existence of a prescriptive right in any person to fish for Sprats, in oppisitton tothe exdu 

the,eT2 enj0je<1 T ““ toka Evo^ fishery from LisnU 'to thfsea 2«h“aS T 
these wens were hut encroachments on his patent. ' 

, ^ P™nihy appeared for Lord Steuart do Decies, and claimed for his lordship a rkrhf 
to fish in the river, which right existed long before any that the Duke possessed Ho 
was prepared to_ prove that right at any time the matter was brought to issue, 
ready" toT^htfiir ^ held riglltS botJl b 7 P rescri ption and charter, and these rights he was 
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Mr. Barry begged to assure the gentlemen, that the act of the Commissioners in issuing 
a licence, did, in no manner, affect private rights. The licence does not confer on the 
person claiming it, any right other than he had before, to the possession of the engine 
licenced; it merely saves him, while in possession, from a penalty for a particular mode of 
fishing ; but it gives him no additional claim to the engine, if his title to it he afterwards 
disputed by others. It is, in fact, to the engine, in its particular position, that the licence 
will he granted ; that engine will be marked and numbered ; and he who is in possession 
on the issuing of the licence, is not, in consequence, made either better or worse, as far as 
right to that possession is concerned. 

This explanation quite satisfied the gentlemen interested, and, after some conversation, 
which had reference to the Salmon fisheries, the inquiry terminated. 



Kinsale, County Cork, Tuesday, November 11, 1845 
Brooic Taylor Ottley and J. Redmond Barry, Esqrs., presiding. 

Present — William Bullen, James Barry Gibbons, Charles G. Gibbons, Wm. Fitzjajies 
Barry, and John Isaac Hearde, Esqrs. 

The Clerk having read the notice of meeting, Mr. Ottley explained the meaning and 
bearing of the 39th section, under which the saving is made for the weirs which were the 
subject of inquiry. 

Mr. Barry stated, that the only application that had come from this locality was from 
Mr. Bullen, and they would therefore proceed to consider his claim. 

Mr. Bullen’ s Weirs. 

John Donovan, sworn Is upwards of forty years of age ; he lived at Itoughwood nine 

years, and it is thirteen years since he left it. He remembers Mr. Bullen’s weirs twenty- 
eight years or more; in fact, as long as he can remember the place, there were weirs there for 
taldng Sprats and White fish, and the first time he saw them they had the appearance of being 
a very old construction, as there were weeds and grass grown about them. He is engaged in 
fishing these weirs. The fish caught are applied to various purposes, but it is used specially 
for bait. They are of great importance, aud particularly useful as a source of bait for the 
line fishery. There are two weirs ; the upper is an ebb, and the lower a flood weir. He 
has known the upper weir to be used for taking Sahnon, when Salmon were p ausin g, and 
that they put themselves in a way for taking them. 

Mr. Barry inquired if there were any person interested in the Salmon fisheries disposed 
to put any questions to this witness. 

The following memorial, from the fishermen of Courtnasherry Bay and Kinsale Harbour, 
was then handed in : — 

That memorialists find great difficulty in getting bait in the Winter months, being chiefly depen- 
dant on lugs, the supply of which is scanty, and the procuring them attended with general loss of time, 
and other inconveniences, especially in frosty weather, which is the most favourable for Winter 
Spiller fishery. 

That memorialists used, in former years, to obtain considerable quantities of bait at this season, at 
Mr. Bullen’s weirs, and have suffered greatly on being deprived of this resource. Memorialists, 
therefore, earnestly pray that it be permitted to re-erect those weirs, for the take of Sprats and other 
White fish during the Close Season for Salmon, inasmuch as, thereby, great advantage will arise to 
memorialists, and the population of this coast generally, as an increased supply of bait will afford 
numbers the means of finding profitable employment at a period of the year when agricultural opera- 
tions being in a great measure suspended, the demand for labour is scarce. 

This memorial was signed by 106 fishermen. 

Mr. Bullen stated, that he had been in the habit of supplying bait to the different 
fishermen along the coast. He took down his weir when Mr. Mulvauy represented to him 
that it was illegal, and if he had been fishing it about a fortnight ago he would have 
made £200. 

Mr. Barry inquired of Mr. Bullen if he had any person to prove the existence of the 
weirs for a longer time than that sworn to by the last witness. 

Mr . Bullen replied, that in consequence of the very heavy rain which had fallen that 
day and the night before, the attendance of a very old witness was prevented, but he 
would call on Mr. Gibbons, who knew it a longer time than the last witness. 

James Barry Gibbons, esq., sworn. — Is over fifty years old, and recollects these weirs 
over thirty years. The first time he saw them they had all the appearance of old weirs, 
and must have been constructed a long time before. He lived in the neighbourhood then, 
and was on intimate terms with the owner of these weirs. Knows that bait has been taken 
in them in large quantities, and the fishermen of the Old Head of Kinsale, and of this 
entire district, were in the habit of procuring their supply of bait from these weirs. 

Mr. Barry said, that in consequence of the peculiar position in which Mr. Bullen was 
placed by the absence of the witness in whose power it was to prove the antiquity 
of these weirs, aud as he was possessed of some information on the subject, he thought it 
light to put his testimony on record. 

Mr. Barry having been sworn, deposed, that the late Dr. Bullen, of Cork, who was his 
father-in-law, and uncle to the present applicant for licence, left that part of the country 
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4®§^sassesaa£* 

gps^sss^s 

thrt a Sprat wen could not Re so constructed L not to StoSaLon. Ho“evofsn‘y £ 

a purse net. He can suggest no other condition to which the use of the Surat weir should 

prototod. a “ ““’’ th! “ he COlJJ pi ' oll,lco “ lritooss *° P I0Te ttat «“> "'ei™ were never 
Armiger Hunt, sworn. — He recollects these weirs these thirty years ■ and the first Sum 

during which Zy iZ Z Sd; ta “we^up, ln!tt™„ W«e 

season durmg these thirty years. The ebb weir is fished at low wal™ that k L kst 

too! bXsattZnd la ‘° ACt1h6 “ et “ 6d at * he of “ ■““!>. •"1 

wites! °‘ her aH,Hcation ™ made ' ll » Ih4»i7 terminated with evidenee of this 
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Appendix, No. HI.— -State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland, to January 1846 

and Men reenstered sine.p. .Tamiarv. 1 845. from the "R.etnma of the. n- fHKnrv..;. at — n ... ’ 



Miltownmalbay, 
Galway, . 
Clifden, . 



I Carrickfergus, 
Douaghadee, 
Newcastle, 
Dundalk, . 



From the whip of water near Raheny to A 
the Breaches, Wicklow. 

From tlie Breaches to the Sluice, W exford, B 
From tlie Sluice to the East Bank of D 
Bannow Ferry. 

From the East Bank of Bannow Ferry to E 
Ballyvoile Head. 

From Ballyvoile Head to tlie East Side G 
of Bally william Cove. 

From the East Side of Bally william Cove H 
to Flat Head. 

From Flat Head to the East Side of Inch J 
Bridge. 

From the East Side of Inch Bridge to K 
White Horse Head. 

From White Horse Head to Inuisherky, L 
From Innisherkyto Bridge of Castlemaine M 
From the Bridge of Castlemaine to the N 
Custom House, Blennerville. 

From the Custom House, Blennerville to 0 
Tarbert Island. 

From Tarbert Island to Black Head, . P 
From Black Head to Mace Head, . R 

From Mace Head to Ruanna Point, . S 

From Ruauna Point to Acbil Head, . T 
From Achil Head to Butter Point, . V 
From Butter Point to Ballina Bridge, . W 
From Ballina Bridge to Abbey Point, . X 
From Abbey Point to the South Point of Y 
Gweebarra Bar. 

From the South Point of Gweebarra Bar Z 
to the Hawk’s Nest, Inch Island. 

From the Hawk's Nest to Magilligan. Point AA 
From Magilligan Point to the Mountain BB 
Stream south of Drumnasloe. 

From the above Stream to Bar's Port, . DD 
From Bar’s Port to Owenaleclcy, . . EE 

From Owenalecky to Warrenspoint, . GG 
From Warrenspoint to Bally water, . IH-I 

From Ballywater to the whip of Water JJ 
near Raheny. 



Lieut. Boileau, 
Lieut. Sterne, 



Lieut. Keeling, 
Lieut. Fowler, 
Lieut. Clifford, 



Capt. Matin, 
Capt. White, 
Capt. Syer, 

Capt. Nugent, 
Lieut. Dawson, 
Lieut. Henri, 
Lieut. Hamilton, 
Lieut. Bates, 



Lieut. Bowie, 
Capt. Skinner, 
Capt. Oliver, 
Capt. Andrews, 
Capt. Gilbert, 



First l 


Jlassompl 

Fisheries, 


eyed in 


Second 


5B2a h >“‘- 1 


upt< 




1843. 


nptt 


1 1st Jan.,’ 


1845. 


Vcssols. 


Mon. 


Bots. 


Boats. 


Mon. 


Boys. 


63 


238 


55 


146 


606 


14 


190 


1,158 


_ 


55 








166 


4 


278 


1,375 


7 


48 


199 


14 


320 


1,318 


14 


109 


603 


26 


477 


2,200 


35 


107 


370 


35 


644 


3,167 


83 


93 


545 


33 , 


726 


4,364 


23 


73 


543 


9 


1,474 


7,075 


165 


46 


183 


2 


1,417 


6,947 








— 


509 


3,047 




28 






396 


2,772 


10 


65 


304 


- 


144 


562 


- 


49 


156 




572 








3,484 


34 


952 


3,746 






828 




1,082 


4,328 




37 


140 ! 


2 


480 


2,031 


11 








439 


1,955 


11 






364 


2,399 










2,311 








6 


716 


3,764 


426 




- 


- 


1,320 


5,468 


241 


28 


8.9 


2 


555 


2,399 








- 


406 


1,381 


16 


17 


48 


5 


313 


854 








13 


875 








501 


47 


273 


1,163 






153 


7 


274 


1,229 






469 


92 


112 


466 


57 


2,237 


10,806 


387 


15,716 


71,807 


1,708 



. SUBSTANCE OP OBSERVATIONS MADE BY INSPECTING COMMANDEBS 

No mX 1 Voctflic^i anv ** taTteu less than the preceding year, 

nonets oflS’ tlie^gTsfery. No new mode of fishing ; 

cularly true of the Herring fishery, but the Oyster fisliOT^h^improv^^ Ba*’nete fortW UC f tlVS ^7 tl,n ? last , year ’ tuis is P arti ' 
aud contemplated by several others. No conflicts of iT/l3“d“SS 0 SSit» C “ pt ”° 0f W u,.o rer.o» 

successful, being unable to veXre&r 'out”!) 's^fro^the'want'of ^ nkoes /f succe88fal tha ' 1 U3Ual > second class boats much less 
frequent than usual, and general habits orderly and neacenhle Tholiviw 8 .- 0 * 1 ®5 1 ® e ‘ Salmon fishery not productive. Conflicts less 
for the refuge of small boats, which are unable to flsli for a Wo ™ 0 ® cer .! yr ° llltl strongly recommend the erection of piers 
cularly felt during the last year. ar ® e P urtlou of the year ; the want oi such accommodation has been parti- 

ixssstssist^jts *- . .*™ •*»**• ». - **. * » «<». » . »* « 



taking Salmon adopted. No instances of conflicts known tw. 1 , ?“ ery loss productive in all kinds of sea flsli. No new mode of 
H-_Cov» — Condition of oia "‘ r 

Bag nets have been used with success. No instance of hit onnflint v®* yeal ’ n ° lm P r o vei «ent in boats or gear. Season less productive. 

J — Kin sale — Condition improving in boalT^r fishw nl„A 10W p : 5"“*! and Vmb\e. 

fish not keeping in on the coast. No new inodes®/ fis^/in h ml 1?' £ r , oduco . of fishery not so good as former years, owing to tlie 
quite orderly. ® S 01 Hslung introduced. Only a single instance of any conflict ; and habits, at present, 

considered 1 b^kTthi/d^riL™ ag V at deficiency in gear, &c. for the boats. The season lias been 

commenced No instance of any conflict ; general habits LSn Jly peaSbll ’ 0Wlne 10 **" period afc wMck t,lu Close Seasou 

Instances of conflicts of very r^e^curS ; ge^ral Stfo/derivTuid 5£Sl^J7 7* im P rov j u K' N ° bag >»*• introduced. 
, . M-Vamnwa —Condition much the same. Season about nn»v_ P ea f able > Wltl i a exceptions in the Kemnare river, 
kind; habits very orderly and peaceable. aveiage. No new mode of fishing introduced. No conflicts of any 

boats as less expensive^ tetoaSpted' to the cwJt " The s^n L ? ^ ’’ TlT ab ° Ut • Di V ele it8e,f - Ca,loeB faat superseding larger 
of the Herring fishery. Salmon fishery on the decline in the t P roduct ‘ y e, particularly in Dingle Buy ; this is especially true 

objection being entertained to their use. Instances of onnrrei* i 0 « fi, ’ Laune ’ au d Castlemaine rivers. No hag nets yet introduced, an 
stirred up, and then they are angry and disorderly enough.” ° SS Uum uaual 5 lablts of tkc fishermen generally orderly, “ unless when 

to tempestuous weather. Salmon fishery^enSly^proved w” in the year 1844 - The season not productive owing 

F-Mti.TowNiviAnnAY._The general opinion / S & 00 ? flicta w *»rtevar; general habits orderly and peaceable, 
less productive than the preceding, owing to the ’lo m cornhm^L e ? PP , ear any <? mn S e the better in the boats and gear. Season 
and peaceable. b “ e 10ng continuance of broken weather. No conflict of any kind ; habits very orderly 

continues. Ground 1 fishery JT^XeUvras P roductiTO this year than was ever known, and still 
numerous statements were reported of riots havinir Ukeii & ^between the country fishermen, but not of a serious nature; 

by the real fishermen, although there were soinl 800 or %/ o/fh/m w TC P ? Ved to be la!sc - No outrage whatever committed 

conduct of the Clacklagh Mailing Colony have neatl/ iZrnvJ.^ i &h tog ? thei ', m a smaU buy, like Oranraore. The habits and 
been generally remarked that they have been better cloSetL fhrit 1“,?!® has , 1,eei1 P roved “gainst these fishermen ; it has 

mer clotlled ’ 811(1 their houses thatched and whitewashed. It would be most important 
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APPENDIX TO THE FOURTH REPORT OF 



Appendix, No. IV. Appendix, No. IV. — An Account of the Receipts ancl Expenditure of all such Sums of 
Money as the Commissioners of Public Worts, as Commissioners of Fisheries, have re- 
ceived and expended under the provisions of the Act 5 and 6 Victoria, cap. 106, for one 
year, ended 31st December, 1845. 



Received from Sub-Inspectors of Constabulary and others. Moieties of 
Pines and Penalties imposed under the provisions of the Act, viz., 
from — 



Jolm Lennon, . 
Thomas Morton, 
G. W. Cullen, 

E. B. Warburton, 
James Ireland, 

P. M. Peely, . 

J. Duncan, 
Robert Barry, . 

E. J. Bannon, 
John Lennon, . 
Richard Evaugry, 
G. W. Cullen, 
John O’Hara, . 

E. Dunsterville, 

R. B. Pletcher, 

J. Daly, . 

J. Stoker, 

E. J. Bannon, . 

G. J. Hill, 

W. H. St. Leger, 
J. Lewis, 

P. E. Greene, . 

H. B. Pilkington, 
P. S. Young, . 

L. M'Kinistry, 

J. Lennon, 

E. J. Bannon, 

E. B. WarburtOM, 
George Wright, 
George White, 

L. M'Kinistry, 

H. B. Hill, ’ . 

T. Smith, ' . 

G. Brown, 

P. M. Feely, . 
James Reid, 

R. J. O’Brien, . 
Thomas II. Clare, 
R. B. Pletcher, 

J. N. Greene, . 
W. G. Brett, . 
James Ireland, 

D. Ireland, 

P. Farrell, 

Richard Bookey, 

J. M'Leod, . 

J. Daly, . 

John Carr, 

E. B. Warburtou, 
Ditto, 

P.M. Peely, . 

J. Lennon, 

W. G. Bolt, . 

P. Young, 

K. JIanslield, . 



William Cuthbert, 

R. Evaugry, . 

Jos. Pishbouruu, 

S. P. Crawford, 

J. Ross, . 

J. N. Greene, . 

Ditto, 

F. Parrell, 

J. M'Leod, 

W. Macartney, 

E. J. Bannon, 

R. B. Pletcher, 
Magistrates, College- 
W. G. Brett, . 

C. M. Kerin, . 
Charles Hayden, 

L. M'Kinistry, 

John C. Rodden, 
George Pinchiu, 

J. Daly, . 

John l'roy, 

J. J. Blake, 

L. M'Kinistry, 

R. Somerville. . 

E. Dunsterville, 



Tiunahely, 

Stradbally, 

Rosbercon, 

Tullow, 

Clifden, 

Cahirciveen, 

Parsonstown, 

Castlepollard, 

Killarney, 

Tinnahely, 

Killaloe, 

Rosbercon, 

Lisnaslcea, 

Derrylinn, 

Listowel, 

Limerick, 

Cushendall, 

Dundalk, 

Killorglin, 

Clonaslee, 

Lislieeus, 

Newport, 

New Glanmire, 
Blanchardstown, 
Bagnalstown, 



. Carnew, 

. Coolmagort, 

. Ballycastle, 

. Hacketstown, 

. Ileadford, 

. Youglial, 

. Mount Nugent, 
. New Ross, 

. Bathkeale, 

. Carlow, 

. Cahirciveen, 

. Boyle, 

Fermoy, 

Castlebellingli! 

Listowel, 

Pilltowu, 

Bandou, 

Roundstone, 

Dunmanway, 

Newport Pratt, 

Mullingar, 

Clonmel, 

Limerick, 

Ditto, 

Hacketstown, 
Newtownbarry, 
Waterville, 
Tiunahely, 
Bandou, 
Bagnalstown, 



. Enniskerry, 
ltatliangan, 
Doonass, 
Hollymount, 
Enniskerry, 
Ballycastle, 
Kilmaganny, 
Kilmaeow, 
Newport Pratt, 
Clonmel, 
Baltinglass, 
Killarney, 

. Listowel", 

•street Police Office, 
Bandou, 
Dungarvan, 
Donegal, 
Ballyjamesduff, 
Ardara, 
Skibbereeu 
Limerick, 
Castlebellingham, 
Celbridge, 
Virginia, 

Fermoy, 



2 19 6 | 
0 13 
0 11 



0 10 0 | 
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G. E. Fortcsuue, 
F. S. Young, . 
E. B. Waburton, 
T)itto, 

Ditto, 

Thomas Adderlr, 

V. M. Fecly. ; 

K. B. Hill, 

•Jos. Seymour, 

Ditto'. 

L. 51‘Kinistrv, 

R. Roche, ' . 

E. St. Leger. . 

•J. Dalv, 

R. B. &Tetcher, 

1'. Treanor, 

W. Fosberry, . 

C. 51. Kerin, . 

J. Cook, . 
William Reilly, 
James Reid, ’ . 

J. G. Judge. 
George Pinchin, 
George Brown, 
5Iichael Barry, 

W. Brett, 

•T. Stoker, 

•T. Duncau, 

H. B. Hill, 

Mr. Hudson, . 
•Tames Ireland, 

E. Dunsterville, 

W. Galbraith, . 
George White, 
Richard 5I*Nutnara. 
J. C. Roddcu, . 



Brought forward. 



Received from Inspectin; 
Registration of Boats, 
from 



Thon.„o.u., 11 , 
Bagnaktonn. . 
Tullow, . 
Hueketstown. 
Newtownbarrv, 
Borris, . 

New Ross"' .' 
Dmnicomira. . 
Atliy, . 

Carriek-im-Snir, 
< 'lovcrlield, 
Limerick, 
Tarbert, 

Golden, . 
Clonmel, 
Dungarvan, . 
Wexford. 

Mill. 

Boyle, . 
Castledermot, 
Skibbereen, . 

Euniskerry, . 
Strabane, 
Dundalk, 
Parsonstown, 
New Ross, 

Slane, 

Clifden, . 
Shoumalliigh, 
Newtown harry, 
Jliddletown, '. 
Kinlough, 
Glenties, 



Total Pines and Penalties, 



H October,' 



■ d. £ t . d. 



ArriRDtx, No. iy. 



1 November, 



2 December, 



E. 51. Skinner, 
Felix Edwin, . 
Captain Duncan, 
J. Bowie, 

Lieut. Lawrence, 
i-ieut. Boileau. 
Lieut. 5f‘Gladerv, 
J- Nugent, 

J. Andrews, 
C.Bagehot, 
William Dawson, 
B. E. Quadling, 

F. S. Syer, 

G. S. Penfold, 
Lieut. 5I‘Gladery, 
Felix Edwin, . 

A. Kennedy, . 
Captain Nenme, 
Captain Bowie, 

B. E. Quadling, 
Captain Bagehot, 
Thomas Hamilton, 
Lieut. Morris, . 
Lieut. Syer. 

Lieut. Penfold, 
Lieut. Bates, . 
Lieut. Dawson, 
Lieut. Fowler. 



Received from the Carlow Fi 
of the River Barrow, . 



: asr • :'»*«• 

. Donaghadee. . . le ” 

. Cove, . . .22 ” 

. Ballycastle, . .22 ” 

. Carrickfergus, . ” 

• ^f towel - • *4 Februa 

. Gorey, . + 

. Dunfiiuaghy, . .17 ” 

. Westport, ", .17 ” 

. Dundalk, . . 2S ” 

. Youghal, . ; 29 March, 

• ^mullet, . . 18 April. 

■ Kmghtstown, 23 ^ 

■ ^jjen, . . 9 May'. 

' '. 12 July, 

• Ballycastle, . i s 

. Dublin, . . .25 ” 

. Cnrriekfergus, . 25 " 

. Valentin, . .25 ” 

• Youghal. , 25 ” 

• Drninelitte, . . ‘e August 

. Seafield, . . ° us '’ 

. Clifden, ; id October, 

. Came, ... 17 

. Killybegs. . 17 ” 

. Belmullet, . .23 " 

. Vatentia, 03 " 

Total Fees of Registration, . 

shery Protection Society, towards Inspection 
Total Receipts 

Expended : 

° f tw ? Il ’, s P ectors . one year to 31st December 1845 
Incidents, Parcels, Office Assistance, &c. ie. \ 




Office op Public Works, 
Dublin, February 20, 1846. 



J. C. Walker, 

Accountant. 

2D 
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